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FORTUNES! 


AND 


MISFORTUNES | 


Of the Famous. 


Moll Flanders, &c. 


Who was Born in 3 


NEWGATE, 


And during a Life of continu’d Variety fo: 
Threefcore Years, befides her Childhood, wa: 
Twelve Year a Whore, five times a Wife (whereo: 
once to her own Brother) Twelve Year a Thief. 
Eignt Year a Tranfported Felon in Virginia, at lai: 
grew Rich, liv’d Honeft, and died a Peuitent. 
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PREFACE 
Cran Hd EWorld ts fo taken up of late with — 
liev(ant es Ra Novels and-Romances, that it willbe — 
! nN hard for aprivate Fliftory to be.taken 
aR el for Genuine, where the Names and 
eo Et other Circumftances of the Perfon are 
concealed, and ou this Account we muft be content to - 
leave the Resder to:pafs his own Opinion upon the. 
enfauing Sheets, and take it juft ashe pleafis,.°. 
_. The Aathor is here fappofed to be writing her own 
Hiftory, andin the very beginning of. her Account, 
the gives the Reafons why (be thinks fit to conceal her 
true Name, after which there is no Occafion to ‘fay 
any more about that, sie Be 
It ts true, that the original of this Story it put tii~ 
to new Words, and the Stile of the famous Lady we 
here {peak of,is.attttle alter'd, particular l, (be is made 
to tell her own Tale in modefter Words than [bs told 
stat firft 5 the Copy which came firft to Hand, having 
been writtenin Language more like one ftilliy New- 
gate than one grown Penitent.and Humble, as fhe 
aftermgrd pretends to be. | Se 
The Penemploy’d tn finifbina her Story, and ma- 
‘king it what you fee it to be, has had no Little Diff 
culty to put it into a Drefs fit to be [een, an? 'to 


il ThePREFACE | 
make tt [peak Language fit to be read: When «4 
Woman debauch'a from her Youth, nay, even being 
the Off-fpring of Debauchery and Vice, comes to 
give an Account of all her vicicus Pratifes, and 
even to defcend to the particu:ar Ocecfiens and Crr- 
cum/ftances, by which foe fir ft became wicked, and of 
all the progreffions of Crime, which fbe run through 
in Three/core Years,an Author mujt be hard put to st 
to wrap it up fo clean, as not to give room, {pecially 
or uictous Readers, toturn it to his Difadvantage. 
All poffible Care however has been taken to give 
no lew'a Ideas. no tmmadeft Turns in the new dreffing | 
up this Story, No, wot-to the worft part of her Ex- 
preffions ; to this Purpofe fome of the vicious part 
of her Life, which could not be modeftly told 1s quite 
left out, and feveral other Parts .are very much 
fborten’d ; what +s left "tis hop d will not. offend the 
chafte/t Reader, or the wsodcfteft Hearer, and asthe 
be ft ufeis tobe made even of the worft Story,the Moral 


"445 bop’d-will keep the Reader ferious, even where 


the Story might incline him to be etherwife : To give 
the Hitory of a. micked Life repented of, seellarih 
requires that the wicked part fhould be made as 
wicked as the reaiHiftory of st will bear ; to slaftrate 
and give 4 Beauty to the Penitent part, which is 
certainly the beft and.brighteft if related with equal 
Spirit andLife. | | 

It ts fuggefted there cannot be the fame Life, the 
Same Brightnef{s and Beauty in relating the penitent 
Part, as ts im the criminal Part : If there is any 
Truth in that sugeeftion, I muft be allow'd to Js 
‘tis becaufe there is not the fame tafte and relifbin the 
Reading and indeed it 1s too true that the. difference. 
lies not tw the real werin of the Subjedt fo much as 
in the Guft and Palate of the Reader, =~ Bat 
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| ThePREFACE, iti 
Bat as this Work is chiefly recommended to thofe 
who know how te read it, and how to make the good 
Ufes of it, which the Story all along recommends to 
them ; foit is to be hop’d that fuch Readers will be 
much more pleas’d with the Moral, than rhe Fable, 
with the Application than with the Relation, and 
with the end of the Writer than with the Lite of 
the Perfom written of. | | : 
‘There is in this Story abundance of delightful 
Incidents, and all of them ufefully apply'd. Ther is 
an agreeableturn Artfully given them tn the relating, 
that naturally Inftructs the Reader, esther one way, 
or another, The firft part of her lewd Life uz h the 
young Gentleman at Colchefter, has fu many happy 
Turns given tt to expofe the Crime, ana warn all 
whofe Crrcumftances are adapted to it, of the rui= 
wous End of fuch things, and the fooli{hb Thoughtlefs 
and abbor'd Conduct of buth the Parties, that. st 
abundantly attones for all the lively Defeription joe 
' gives of her Folly andWickednefs. = = 
The Repentance of her Lover at the Bath, and 

how brought by the juft alarm of his Fit of Sirknefs 
to abandon her, the juft Caution given there a- 
gainft even the lawful ‘Intimacies of the deareft 
Friends, and how unable they are to preferve the moft 
folemn Refolutions of Virtue without divine Alfift- : 
ance; thefe are Parts, which to a juft Lifgerment (7: 
will appear to have more real Beauty tx them,' than 
all the amorous Chain of Story, which introdaces it. 

In aWord, as the whole Relation is carefully gar- 
bled of all the Levity and Loofene/s that was im it: ~2 
So it is applied, and with the utmoft care to vertuous 
and religious Ufes. None can without being guilty 
of manifeft Injuftice, caft any Reproach upon tt, or 
 wpon oar Defignin publifbing it, The 


iv The PRUE F A:C EP : 
~The Advocates for the Stage, baue. in all Ages 
made this the great Argument to perfwade People that. 
their Plays are ufeful, and that they ought to be 
allow'd in the moft civiliz’d, and in the moft religious 
Government ; namely, that they are applyd to vere 
tuous Purpofes, and that by the moft lively Repre- 
fentations, they fail not to recommend Virtue, and 
generous Principles, and to difcourage and expofe all 
forts of Vice and Corruption of Manners ; and were 
gt true that they did fo, and that they conftantly aa- 
hered to that Rule, as the Teft of their acting on 
— the Theatre, much might be fad in their Favour, 
Throughout the infinite variety of this Book, this 
Fundamental is molt ftridtly adhered to, there is 
mot. wicked Action.ia any Part of it, but it firft 
or laft reudened Unbappy and Unfortunate : There is 
nota fauperlative Villian brought upon the Stage, 
but either he is brought to an unhappyEnd, or brought 
tobe aPenitent : There is not an ill thing mention d, 
but tt is condemn’d, even in the Relation, nor 4 
wertudg,: juft thing, but it carries its Praife along 
with it: What can more exatily anfwer the Rule 
laid down, to recommicnd, even thofe Reprefcntations 
(of things which have {0 many other juft Objections 
hing Szsinf them ? Namely, of Example, of bed 
| Gompang, obfcene Langwage, and the like. | 
_  “Opon txistoundatian this Book is recommended to 
the Reader, as a Work from every part of which fomer 
| thing may be learned, awd [ome juft aud religious In- 
ference t4 dvawn,.by which the.Reader wih have fomes 
thing Of Inftruction, if he pleafes to make ufe of it. 
AL the Exiplois of this Lady of Fame, in her De- 
readtions upon Mankind fland as fo many warnings 
to boneft’ Peaple.so beware of ‘ems, intimating to’em 


by 


The PREFACE. iv 
by what Methods innocent People are drawn itt, plun~ 
herd and-rob'd, and byConfequence bow to avoid them. 
Her-robing alittle Child, drefs'd fine by the Vanity 
‘of the Mother, to go to the Dancing. School, 2s a good 
Memento to fuch People hereafter 5 as. ts likewi fe 
her picking the Gotd-W'atch from the young Ladies 
fide in the Park. es . 

— Her getttng a parcel froma hatr-braiwd Wench 
at the Coaches in St. John’s-ftreet ; her Booty at. the 
Fire, and alfo at Harwich ; all give ws excellent 
Warning in (ach Cafes to be more prefent ta our- 
felves in fudden Surprizesof every Sort. * 
. Her application to a fober Life, and taduftrious 
— Management at laftin Virginia,with her Trazfported 
Spoufe, is a Story fruitful of Infiruttion, to alt. the 
unfortunate Creatures who aré oblig’d to feek. their 
- Re-eftablifbment abroad ; whether-by the Mifery of 
Tranfpovtation, or other Difafter 3 letting them know 
: that Diligence and Application have their due En- 
couragement, even in the remoteft: part of the World, 
and that no Cafe can be fo low,. fo defpicable, or fo 
empty of Profpect, but that an unwearted Induftry 
will go agreat way to deliver us from st, will in time 
rife the meanest Creature to appear again inthe 
orld, and give him a new Caft for his Life. 
Thefe are afew of the ferioas Inferences which we 
are led by the Hand to in this Book, and thefe are 
fully fafficient to Fuftify any Man in recommending 
at to theWorld, and much more to Fuftify the Pubs 
lication of it. | 
There are two of the moft beautiful Parts ftill be- 
hind, which this Story gives fome Idea of, and lets 
us into the vhabieg 3 them, but they are either of — 
them too long to be brought intothe fame Volume ; 
; Awa 


vi The PREFACE 
ana indeed are, as. 1 may call them, whole Volumes 
of themfelves, viz. 1. The Life of her Governes, as 
fhe calls ber, who had run thro’, it feems ina few 
Years all the eminent degrves of a Gentlewoman, « 
Whore, and a Bawd; a Midwife, and a Midwife 
keeper, as they ave cal'd,a Pawn-broker, a Childs 
taker, a Receiver of Thieves, and of ftolen Goods ; 
and in a Word,. herfelf a Thief, « Breeder up of 
Thieves, and the leke, and yet at laff a Penitent.’ 
The fecond is che Lifeof her Tran|ported Hushand, 
4 Fiigbway-man; who it feems livid a twelve Years 
Life of fucce/stat Villany upon the Road, and eves 
at laft came off fo well, as to be a Voluntier Tran{- 
port, not a Convict; and in whofe Life there is an 
tncredible Variety, : i 
But as I faid, th-fe are things too long to bring in 
here jo neither can I make a Promife of their coming . 
out by themfelves, — =. | ie 
We cannot lay indeed, that his Hiftory is carried 
on qutie tothe End of the Life of this famous Moll 
Flanders, for xa Body can write their own Life to 
the'full End of it, unlefs they can write it after they 
are dead; but her Husbana’s Life betng written by 
a third Hand, g:ves a full Account of them both, how 
bony they liz’d together in that Country, ana how. 
they came both to England again, after about eight 
Tears, in which time they were grown very Rich, and 
where be trv'd it feems, tobe very old 3, but was not 
Jo extraoratuary a. Penitent, as {be was at firft 5 tt 
fees only that indeed { al vays [poke with abbhorence 
of her former Life, a ‘or every Part of ét oe 
In her laft Scene « Maryland aad Virginia, 
many pleafani thincs |. pen’d. which makes that part 
of her Life Cory ay i Lb, bus they Are 20: bola wrth 
the fame Elegancy ~ ole accounted yor by ber{ely ; fo 
tits fill to tne mo udansaze that we break off here. 
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FORTUNES 


AND 


MISFOR TUNES 


Of the FAMOUS 


Moll F landers, ox 


PRO Y Tie sins | is fo well known in: the 
M | ® Records, or Regifters at Nemgate, and in 

the Old-Bailey, and there are fome things 

ees of fuch Coniequence {till depending there, 
relating to my particular Condudt, that ic is not,” 
to expeéed I fhould fet my Name, or the Account 
of my Family to this Work; perhaps, after my 
Death it may be better known, at prefent ic 
would not be proper, no, not tho’ a general Par- 
don fhould be iffied, even without Exceptions 

of Perfons or Crimes. 

Iz is enough to tell you, that as fome of my 
worft Comrades, who are out of the Way of doing 
B 7 m6¢ 


| (2) 

me Harm, having gone out of the World by the 
Steps, and the String; as I often expefled to go, 
knew me by the Name of Moll Flanders; fo you may 
give me leave to go under that Name till I dare 
own who I have been, as well as who I am. 

_Thave been told, that in one of our Neighbour 
Nations, whether it be in France, or where elfe, I 
know not, they have an Order from the King, that 


when any Criminal is condemn’d, either to | 


Dye, or to the Gallies, orto be Tranfported, if 
they leave any Children, as‘fuch are generally un- 


“provided for, by the Forfeiture of their Parents. . 


fo. they are immediately taken into 'the Care of the 
Government, and put into an Hofpital call’d the 
Houfe of Orphans, where they are Bred up, Cloath’d, 


Fed, Taught, and when fit to go out, are placed: 
to Trades, or to Services, fo as to be well able 
to provide for themfelves by an honeft induftrious’ 


Behaviour. 


H 4p this keen the Cuftom ta oar Conntry, I had’ 
not been left a poor defolate Girl without Friends, 
without Cloaths, without Help or Helper, as was’ 
my Fate; and by which, I was not only expos’d to 


very great Diftreffes, even before I was capable, ei- 
ther of underftanding my Cafe, or how to amend 


it, but brought into a Courfe of Life, fcandalous: 
in itfelf, and which in its ordinary Courfe, tended: 


- to the fwift Deftruction both of Sonl and Body. 

. Bur the Cafe was otherwife here, my Mother 
was convicted of Felony for a petty Theft, fcarce 
worth naming, viz. borrowing three Picces of fine 


Holland, of acertain Draper in Cheap-fide: The. 
€ircumftances are too long to repeat, andI- have 
Keard them related fo many Ways, that I can 


{carce tell which is the right Account. 
HoweEveER it was, they all agree in this, that 
my Mother pleaded. her Belly, and being found 


_ quick 


Nw Sire) 
f 
e 


eee — ge ee 
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quick with Child, fhe was refpited for about Seven 


Months ; .after which ‘fhe was call’d down, as they — 


term it, to her former Judgment, but obtain’d the 
Favonr afterward of being Tranfported to the 
Plantations, and left me about Half a Year old ; 
and in bad Hands you may be fure. 

, Tuts is too near the firft Hours of my Life, for 
me torelate anything of my felf, but by hearfay ; 
*tis enough.to mention, that as } was born in fuch 
an unhappy Place, I had no Parifh to have Recourfe 
to for. my Nourifiment in my Infancy, norcan I 
give the leaft Account how I was kept alive; o- 
‘ther, than that, as I have been told, fome Relation 
of my Mother took me away, but at whofe Ex. 
Panes or by whoie: Direction I kaow nothing at all 
Orit. . | : —_ : - 

_ Tre firft Account that I can Recolleé, or could 
ever learn of my felf, was that I had wander’d a- 
monga Crew of thofe People they call Gypfies, or 


Egyptians ; but I believe it was but a little while | 
.that | had ‘been among them, for I bad not had my - 
Skin difcoloured, ‘as they do to all Children they 


carry about with them, nor can I tell how I'cam 
among them, or how I got from them. : 
ir was at Colchefter in Effex, that thofe People 
left me ;and I havea Notion in my Head, that I left 
them there, (that is, that I hid my felf and would 
not go any farther with them) but 1 am not able 
to be particular in that Account; only this 1 re- 
_ member, that being taken up by fome of the Parith 
Officers of Colchefter, 1 gave an Account, that I 
came into the Town with the Gypfies, but that I 
would not go any farther with them, and that fo 
they had left me, but whither they were gone 
that I knew nor, for tho’ they fent round. the 
Country to enquire after them, it feems, they could 
mot be found. | 


B2°: I 
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I was now ina Way to be provided for, for 
tho’ I- was not a Parifh; Charge upon this, or that 
Part of the Town by Law; yet. as my Cafe. came to 
be known, and. that I.was too. young. to do any 
Work, being not above three Years old, Compaf- 
fion mov’d the. Magiftrates of the. Town. to take 
Care of me, and | became one of their own as 
muchas if I had been born in the Place. 

In the Provifion they made for me, it was my 
good hap to be put to Nurfe, as they call.it, toa 
~ Woman whowasindeed Poor, but fad been in bet- 
ter Circumftances, and who.got a little Livelihood — 
_ by taking fuch as I was fuppos.d to be ; and. keeping 
_ them with all Neceflartes,- til] they were at a cer- 

tain Age, in which it might be fuppos’d they. might 
go to Service, or get theirown Bread... _ 

T 1s Woman had alfo a little School, which 
fhe kept to teach Children-to Read and to Work + 
_ and having, 1 fay, liv’d before that in good Fafhion, 
fhe bred up the Children with a great deal of Art 
as well as with a great deal of Care. om :. 
~ Bur which was worth all the refs, fhe bred 
them up very Religioufly alfo, being herfelf a very 
fober piousWoman. (2,)Very Honfewifely andClean, 
and, (3-) Yery Mannerly, and with good Behavi- 


our: . So that excepting a plain Diet, eourfe Logd- 


ing, and mean Cloaths, we were brought up as 
Mannerly, as 1f we had been at the Dancing School. 

| was continu d here till I was eight Years Old, 
when | was terrified with News, that the Magi- 
{trates (as I think they call’d them) had ordered 
that I fhould go to Service ; I was able to do but 
very little where ever ] was to go, except 
it was to run of Errands, and be a Drudge to fome 
Cook- Maid, and this they told me of often, which 
put me into a great Fright 5; forl had a thorough 
Averfion to going to Service, as they call’d it, tho’ 
I was fo young ; and I told my Nurfe, ce ie 

: lieved 
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liev’d I could get my Living withont, going to | 
Service if fhe pleafed to let me ; for fhe had Taught - 


me to. Work with my Needle, and Spim Worfted, 


which is the chief Trade of that City, and I told . 


ota 


her that if fhe would kecp me,.1 would Work for - 


her, and I would Work very hard.::.; 


1 talk’d .to her almoft every Day. of Workicg | 


hard ; and in fhort 1 did nothing but Work and — . 


Cry all Day, which grieved the good, kind Woman 
fo. much, that at laft fhe. began to. pe cancern’d 
for me, for fhe lov’d me very well... 


Owe Day after this, as fhe came into the Room, 


where all the poor Children were at Work, fhe. 


fat down juft over againft me, notin her ufual. 


baad 


Place as Miftrefs, but as if fhe had fet herfelfon . 


purpofe to obferve me, and fee me Work: I was 
doing fomething fhe had fet me to, as I remember 


it was Marking fome Shirts,.which fhe had taken - 


to Make, and after a while fhe began to Talk to 


me; Thou foolith Child, fays fhe, thou art always: 


Crying, (fer I was Crying then) Prithee, What 


do’ft Cry for? becanfe they will take: me away, - 


fays J, and. put me to Service, and. I can’t work 


oufe-Work; well Child, fays fhe, but tho’ you can’t - 


work Houfe-Work you willlearnit in time, and they 
won't put you co hard ‘Things at firft ;yes they will, 
fays f, and if] can’t do it, they will Beat me, and the 
Maids will Beat me to make me do greatWork, and 


1am buta little Girl, and I can’t doit, and then | 


I cry’d again, till I could not fpeak any more. 
T u1s movd my good Motherly Nurfe, fothat 


fhe refolv’d 1 fhould not go to Service yet; fo fhe — 


bid me not Cry, and fhe would fpeak to Mir, Mayor, 
and I'fhould not go to Service till I was bigger. 


W eE x,1, this did not fatisfy me, forte think of - 


going to Service at all was fuch a frightful Thing 
to me, that if fhe had aflired me I fhould not have’ 
gone till I was 20 Years Old, it would have been 


3 che 


(6) 


the fame to me, | fhould have cry’d all the time, 
with the very Apprehenfion of its being to be fo 
at laft. ; ara SO - 4 
W HEN fhe faw that I was not pacified yet, fhe 
began to be angry with me, and what would you 
have /fays fhe, don’t I'tell you that you fhall not 
go to Service till you are bigger? Ay, fays J, but 
then I muft goat laft, why, what, /aid fhe is the 
Girl Mad ? what would you be a Gentlewoman ? 
Yes fays F, and cry’d heartily till I roar’d outagain. re 
 Tuis fet the old Gentlewoman a Laughing at \” 
m2, as you may be fure it would: Well, Madam, 
~Forfooth, fays fhe, Gibing art me, you would be a 
Gentlewoman, and how will you come to be a 
Gentlewoman? What will you do it by your Fin- — 
eers Ends? © - 3: oe 
_.Vus, fays I again, very innocently. 
W uy, what can you Earn, fays fhe, what can 
you get a Day at your Work? fo 
. Ture.s Pence, fad [when I Spin, and’ Four 
Pence when I Work plain Work. 
Axras!, Poor Gentlewoman, faid fhe again, 
Laughing, what will that doforthee? =i 
Ir will keep me, fays J, if you will let me — 
live with you-; and this J fad in fuch a poor Pe- 
titioning Tone, that it made the :poor Woman’s © 
Heart yearn to me, as fhe told me afterwards. 
But, fays fhe, that will not keep you and buy 
you Cloaths too; and who mutt buy the little Gen- 
tlewoman Cloaths, /ays fhe, and {mil’d alt the while | 


-, 4 


at me. a0 k nces 2 

_ 1 will Work harder then, fays J, and you fhall 

have it all. a ree 

_ Poor Child !It won’t keep you, /aid fhe, it will 

hardly find you in Viduals. - aa m — 
Tuten [would have no Victuals, fays I again 

very Innocently, let me but live with you. 


 OWaY, 
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Wiry, Can you live without Viduals ? /ays fhe, 
es, again fays I, very much like a Child, you may. 
e fure,and ftill I cry’d heartily. 

Thad no Policy in all this, you may eafily fee 
it was all Nature, but it was joined with fo much 
Innocence, and fo much Paffion, That in fhort, it 
fet the good Motherly Creature a weeping too, 
and at laft fhe cry’d as faft as I did, and then 
took me, and lead me out of the Teaching Room; 
Come, fays foe, you fhan’t go to Service, you fhall 
live with me, and this pacify’d me forthe prefent. 

ArtTeER this fhe going to wait on the Mayor, 
my Story cameup, and my good Nurfe told Mr. 
Mayor the whole Tale: He was fo pleafed’ with 
it, that he would call his Lady, and his Two 
Daughters to hear it, and it made Mirth enough 
among them, you may be fure. 

However, nota Week had paffed over, but 
on a fudden comes Mrs A4ayorefs, and her Two 
Daughters to the Houfe to fce my old Nurfe, and 
to to fee her School and the Children: When 


_they had look’d about thema little: Well Mrs. 


————, fays the MMayorefs to my Nurfe; and 
pray which is the little Lafs that is to be a Gene 
tlewoman ? I heard her, and I was terrible fright- 


ed, tho? I did not know why neither ; but Mirs. . 


Mayorefs comes up to me, Well Mifs, fays fhe, 
And what are you at Work upon? The Word 
Milfs was a Language that had hardly been heard 
of in our School, and I wonder’d what fad Name 
it was fhe call’d me; However, I ftoodup, made 
aCourt’fy, and the took my Work ant of my Hand, 
look’d on it, and fatd it was very well; then fhe 
look’d upon one of my Hands, nay, fhe may come 
to be a Gentlewoman, /ays fhe, for ought | knows 
fhe has a Lady’s Hand, Laffure you: This plea- 
fed me mightily, but Mrs. Adayore/s did not ftop 
there, byt put her Hand in her Pocket, gave mea 
- ee Shilling, 
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Shilling, and bid me mind my Work, and learn 
to Work well; and I might be a Gentlewoman 
for ought fhe knew. 1) 0S 
At this while, my gdod old Nurfe, Mrs. May- 
orefs,and all the reft of them, did not underitand 
‘meat all, for they meant one Sort of thing by the 
Word Gentlewoman, ahd I ‘meant quite another: 
for alas,’ aJl’'{ underftood ‘by being a-Gentlewo- 
man, was to’ he ‘able to. Work’ for my felf,-and 
‘get enough tokeep. me without going to. Service, 
whereas they meant to live Great and High, and I 


. as 


know not what. °° 


W ELL, after Mrs. Adgyorefs was gone, her two , 


‘Daughters came in, and ‘they call’d for the ‘Gen- 
‘tlewoman ‘too, and they, talk’d a long while 
‘to me, and | anfwered them jin my Innocent way 
“but always if they ask’d me whether I refolv’d to 
‘bea Gentlewoman, I anfwerd, Yes: At laft they 
-ask’d me, what a Gentlewoman was ? that puzzel’d 
“me mioch ; however, I explain’d my felf negatively, 
that it was one that did not go to Service, to do 
‘Honufe-Work ; they were mightily pleafed, and 
lik’d my little Prattle to ther, which it feems 
‘was agreeable enough tothem, and they gave me 
“Money too. an an - 
As for my Money I gave it all to my Miftrefs 
Norfe, as J call’d her, and told her, the fhould haye 
all I got when I was aGentlewoman,as well as now’; 
by this and fome other of my talk, my old Tute- 
refs began to underftand what I meant by being 
a Gentlewoman ; and that it was no more, than 
to be able to get my Bread ‘by my own Work, and 
--at laft, fhe as#’d me whether it was notfo. — 
+ Etold her Yes, and infifted on it, that to do fo, 
was to’be’ a Gentlewoman; for, fays I, there 1s 
-fuch a one, naming a Woman that mended Lace, 
~and wafh’d the Ladies Lac’d-heads, fhe, fays J,is a 
Gentlewoman, and they call her ae 
-, 2a. | _« . Poor 
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. Poor Child, fays my good old Niurfe, you may 
foon be fuch a Gentlewoman as that, .for fhe is a 
-Perfon of ill Fame, and has had two Baftards. -.. 
I did not underftand.any. thing of thats; but. I 
anfwered, Iam -fure they call her Madam, and fhe 
does not go to Service nor do Honfe-Work, and 
therefore 1 infifted, that. fhe was'a Gentlewoman, 
‘and I_ would be fuch a Gentlewoman: a8 that. |: 
- Tur Ladies were told all this.again, and they 
“made themfelves Merry with it, and every now and 
then Mr. Mayor’s:Daughters would. come and fee 
‘me, and ask where the little Gentlewoman . was, 
which made me not a little Proud of my felf be- 
fides. 1 was often vifited by thefe young Ladigs, 
-and fometimes they brought others with them ; fo 
that I was known by it, almoft all over the Town. 
I was‘now about Ten Years old, and began to 
-Jook a little Womanith, for I was mighty Grave, 

' wery Mannerly, and asf had often heard the Lae. 
‘dies fay I was Prety, and would be very Handfome, 
you may be fure it made me nota little Proud: 
‘flowever, that Pride had no ill Effet upon me 
‘yet, only as they often gave me Money, and I gave 
icmy old Nurfe, the, boneff Wuman, was fo juft as 
to lay it out again for me, and gave me Head- 
Drefles, and Linnen, and Gloves, and I went very. 
Neat, for if I had Rags on, 1 would always he 
Clean, or elfe' 1 would dabble them in Water 
my felf; but J fay, my good Nurfe, when I had 
Money given me, very honeftly laid it out for me, 
and would always tell the Ladies this, or that, was 
bought with their Money ; and this made them 
give me more, till at laft, I was indeed call’d upon 
by the Magiftrates to goout to Service, but then 
I was become {n good a Workwoman my felf, 
and the Ladies were fo kind to ‘me, that I was paft 
it; for I could Earn as much for my Nurfe as 
was enough to keep’ mc; fo fhe told them, thar 
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if they would give her leave, fhe would keep the © 
Gentlewoman as fhe call’d me, to be her Affiftant, 
_ and teach the Children, which I was very well 
able to do ; for | was very nimble at my Work, 
tho’ 1 was yet very young. _ 

‘Burt the Kindnefs of the Ladies did not end 
here, for when they underftood that | was no more 
maintain’d by the Town as before, they gave me 
Money oftener ; and as I grew up, they brought 
me Work to do for them; fuch as Linnen to 
Make, Laces to Mend, and Heads to Drefs up, and 
not only paid-me for doing them, but even taught 
ame how to dothem ; fo that I was a Gentlewoman 
indeed, asI underftood that Word ; for before I 
was Twelve Years old, I not only found my felf 
Cloaths, and: -paid my Nurfe for my keeping, but 
got Money in my Pocket too. | _ 

T ne Ladies alfo gave,me Cloaths frequently of 
their own or their Childrens ; fome Stockings,’ fome 
Petticoats, fome Gowns, fome one thing, fome ano- 
ther, and thefe my old Woman managed for me 
like a Mother, and kept them for me, obliged 
me to mend them, and turn them to the beft Ad- 
vantage, for fhe was a rare Houfe-Wife. 

A rt laftone of the Ladies took fuch a Fancy to 
me, that fhe would have me Home: to her Houle, 
for a Month, the faid,to be among her Daughters. 

Now tho’ this was exceeding kind in her, yet 
as my good Woman faid to her, unlefs fhe refolv’d 
to keep me for good and all, fhe would do the lit- 
tle Gentlewoman more harm than good: Well, 
fays the Lady, that’s true, Ill only take her Home 
for a Week then, that I may fee how my Daughters 
and fhe agree, and how I like her Temper, and 


. then Pil cell you more ;andin the meantime, if 
[any ps Body comes to fee her as they ufed to do, you | 
( may only tell them, you have fent her out to my © 
snake ae a : le | 
eer Jus 
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T urs was prudently managed enough, and t | 
went to the Lady’s Houfé, but 1 was fo pleafec 
there with the young Ladies, and they fo pleafed 
with me, that I had enough to do to come away, 
and they were as unwilling to part with me. “ 

* Howe8vsr, I did come away, and liv’d almof 
a Year more with my honeft old Woman, and be- 
gam nowto be very helpful to her ; for] was almoft 
fourteen Years old, was tall of my Age, and look’d 
a little Womanifh ; but I ‘had fuch a tafte of Gen- 
teel living at the Lady’s Houfe, chat I was not fo 
eafy in my old Quarters as J us’d tobe, and I thought 
it was fine to be a Gentlewoman indeed, for I had 
quite other Notions of a Gentlewoman now, than 
1 had before ; andas!I thotight that it was fine to 
be a Gentlewoman, fo 1 low’d to be among Gentle- 
women, and therefore I long’d to be ‘there again. 
_ Wuen I was about fourteen Years and a quar- 
ter Old, my good old Nurfe, Mother I ought to 
call her, fell Sick and Dy’d ; I was then in a fad 
Condition indeed, for as there is no great Buftle. 
in putting an End toa poor Body’s Family, when 
once they are carried to the Grave; fo the poor 
good Woman being Buried, the Parifh Children 
were immediately remov’d by the Church-War- 
dens; the Schoo! was at an End, and the Day- 
Children of it had no more to do but juft ftay ‘at 
Home, till they were fent fome where elfe; as for 
what fhe left,a Daughter, a married Woman, came 
and fwept itall away, and removing the Goods, 
they had ho more to fay to me than to Jeft with 
me, and tell me, that the little Gentlewoman 
might fet up for her felf, if fhe pleafed. 
1 was frighted out of my Wits almoft, and 
knew not what to do 3 for I was, as it were, turn'd 
out of Doors to the wide World. and that which 
was {till worfe, the old honeft Woman had twa. 
and Twenty Shillings of mine in her Hand, which 
ii : es g: ote was 
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was all the Eftate the little Gentlewoman had. 
in the World; and when I ask’d the Daughter for | 
it, fhe huft me, and told me, fhe had nothing to. 
do with i i a 

Ir was true the good poor Woman had told 
her Daughter of it, and that it lay in fuch a 
Place, that it was the Child’s Money, and had 
call’d once or twice for meto give it me, but I 
was unhappily out of the way, and when I came 

back fhe was paft being in'a Condition to fpeak of 
it: However, the Daughter was fo Honett after-. 
wards, as to give if me, tho’ at frit fheusd me 
Cruely about it. a : . ae 
“Now was! a poor Gentlewoman indeed, and T. 
was juit that very Night to be turn’d into the | 
_ wide World 3 for the Daughter remov’d all the 
‘Goods, and { had not fo much asa Lodging to go_ 
to, or.a bit of Bread to Eat: But itdeems fome . 
of the Neighbours took fo much Compaffion of me, 
as'to acquaint the Lacy in whofe Family I had . 
been 3 andimmediately fhe fent her Maid to fetch 
‘me ; and away | went with them Bag and Baggage,- 
and: with a glad Heart you may be fure: The 
fright of my Condition had made’ fuch an Im- . 
preffion upon me, that I did not want now to be 
a Gentlewoman,’ but was very willing to be a_ 
Servant, and that any kind of Servant they thought - 
‘fit to have me be. © — “oe 
‘Bur my new generous Miftrefs had better _ 
Thoughts for me, | call her genetous, for fhe ex- © 
ceeded the good Woman I was with before in every — 
‘Thing, ‘as in Eftate; I fay, in every Thing ex-. 
cept Honefty ; and for that, tho’ this was a Lady © 
molt exa@ly Juit, yee 1 muft not fotget to fay on 
allt Occafions, that the firft, tho” Pdor, was as up- 
rightly Honeft as it was poffible.’ © 7 
'*{ was no fooncr carried away as I have faid by 
this good Gentlewoman, but the firft Lady, that is” 
ee | 
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to fay, the Adayorefs that was, feat her Daughters 
to take cate of me; and another Family which had 
taken Notice of me when I was the little Gentle- 
woman, fent for me after her, fo that I was 
‘mightily made of; nay, and they were not a lit- 
‘tle Angry, efpecially the Afzyore/s, that her 
Friend had taken me away from her; for as -fhe 


faid, 1 was hers by Right,-fhe having been the - 
firft that took any Notice of me; bue they thar | 


had me, would not part with me ; and as for me 
I could not be better than where I was. _ 

Hare I continued till Iwas between 17 and 
18 Years old, and here I had alt the Advantages tor 
my Education, that could be imagined ; the Lady 
had Mafters home to teach her Daughters to Dance, 
and to {peak French, and to Write, and others to 
teach them Mufick ; and as I was always with 
them, I learn’d as faft as they ; and tho’ the Ma-~ 
{térs were not appointed to teach me, yet 1 Jearn’d 
by Imitation and Enquiry, all that they learn’d by 
Inftruction and Dire&ion. So thatin fhort, | learn- 


? 


ed to Dance, and {peak French as welVany of them, /.°° 


and to Sing much better, for | had 4 better Voice/ 


than any of them 31 could not fo readily come at 
playing the Harpficord or Spinnet, becaufe 1 had 
no Inftrument ‘of my own to Pra&ife. on, and 
could only come at theirs in the Intervals when 
they left it; but yet I learned tollerably well, 
_ and the young Ladies at length got two Inftruments, 
that is to fay, a Harpficord and a Spinnet too, 
and then they Taught me themfelves; but as to 
Dancing they could hardly help my learning 
Country Dances, becaufe they atways wanted me 
to make up even Number ; and on the other tland, 
they were as heartily willing to Icarn me cvery 
thing that they had been Tanght themfeives, asl 
could be to take thé Learning. | | 
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_ By this Means I had, asI have faid, all the Ad- 
vantages of Education that I could have had, if.I 
had been as much a Gentlewoman as they were, 
with whom I liv’d; and in fome things I had the Ad- 
vantage of my Ladies, tho’ they were my Superiors, 
Viz. that mine were all the Gifts of Nature, and 
which all their Fortunes could not furnifh. —Firft, I 
was apparently Handfomer than any of them. Se- 
condly, ! was better fhap’d, and Thirdly, I Sung 
better,. by which I mean, I, had a _ better 
Voice ; inall which you will, I hope, allow me to — 
fay, 1 do not fpeak my own Conceit, but the O- 
pinion ofall that knew the Family... , 

Thad with all thefe the conimon Vanity of my 
Sex, Viz. that being really taken for very Hand- 
fome, or if you pleafe for a great Beauty, I very 
well knew it, and had as good an Opinion of my 
felf, as any Body elfe could have of me, and par- 
ticularly I loved to hear any Body {peakof it, which 
happened often, and was a great Satisfa@ion to 
me. _ | 
Tuus farl have had a finooth Story to tell . 
-oOf my felf,; and in all this Part of my Life, f not 
only had the Reputation of living in.a very good 
Family, and a Family Noted and Refpeted every 
where for Vertue and Sobriety, and for every val- 
luable Thing; but I had the Charaéer too of a 
very fober, modeft, and vertuous young Woman, 
and fuch I had always been ; neither had I yet any 
Occafion to think of any thing elfe, or to know 
what a Temptation to Wickednefs meant.. __ 

B ut that which I was too vain of, was my Ruin, 
or: rather my Vanity was the Caufe of tt. The 
Lady in the Houfe where I was,had two Sons, young — 
Gentlemen of Extraordinary Parts and Behaviour 
and it was nry Misfortune to be very well with 
them both, but they managed themfelves with me 
in a quite different Manner, a | - 
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_ Tue eldeft a gay Gentleman that knew the 


own, as well as the Country, and tho’ he had 
Levity enough to do an ill-natur’d thing, yet had 


too much Judgment of things to pay toe dear for | 


his Pleafures ; he began with that unhappy Snare to 
all Women, Viz. taking Notice upon all Occafions 
how pretty I was, as he call’d it, how agreeable, 
how well: Carriaged, and the like ; and this he cons 
triv’d fo fubtilly, as if he had known as well how 
to catch a Woman in his Net, as a Patridge when 
he went a Setting; for he would contrive to be 
talking this to his Sifters when tho’ Iwas not by, © 
yet when he knew | was not fo far off, but that I 
fhould be fure to hear him: His Sifters would re- 
turn foftly to him, hufh Brother, fhe will hear you, 
fhe is but in the next Room; then he wonld put — 
it of, and talk foftlier as if he had not known ic, 
and begin toacknowledge he was Wrong ; and then 
as if he had forgot himfelt, hewould fpeak aloud 
again, and I that was fo well pleafed to hear it, was 
ure to Liften for it upon all Occaftons. 
AFTER he had thus batted his Hook, and found 
- éafily enough the Method how to lay it in my Way, 
he play’d an open Game; and one Day going by 
his Sifter’s Chamber when | was there, he comes in 
with an Air of Gaity, O! Mrs. Betty, faid he to 
me, How do you do Mrs. Berry ? don’t your Cheeks | 
burn Mr. Betty? } made a Court fy, and blufhd, 
but faid' nothing ; What makes you talk fo Bro- 
ther, fays the Lady 5; Why, fays he, we have been 
talking of her below Stairs this half Hour ; Welly: 
fays his Siffer, you ean fay no Harm of her, that I 
am fure, fo "tis no matter what yon have been 
talking about; nay, favs ve, “tis fo far from talk- 
ing Harm of her, that we have been talking a great 
deal of good, and a great many fine Things have 
been faid of Mrs Betty, I aflure you 5 and particu- 
larly, that fhe is the Handfomeft young Wom 
Colches 
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Colchefter, ahd: in-thort, they begin to Toaft her 


Health in the Town. | 
I wonder at: you Brother, fays the Sifter, Betty 


wants but-one Thing, but: fhe had as good want’ 


every Thing, for. the Market is againft our Sex 


juft now ; and if a young. Woman has Beauty, © 
Birth, Breeding, Wit, Senfe, Manners, Modefty, 
and all to an Extream; yet if fhehas not Money; 
fhe’s no Body, fhe had as good -want them all ;° 
nothing hut Money now recommends a Woman 5 
the Men play the Game all into: their own Hands. ; 
_ Her younger Brother, who was by; cry’d Hold’ 
Sifter, you run too faft, 1am an Exception to your. 


Rule : I aflure you,if 1 find a Woman fo Accom- 


plith’d as you Talk of, | won’t trouble my felf a+" 
bout the Money. O, fays the Sifter, but you will 
take Care not to Fancy one then without the. 


Moncy. : | 
You don’t know that neither, fays the Brother. 
Bur why Sifter, (fays the Elder Brother) why do 


you exclaim fo about the Fortune ? you are none 


of thein that want a Fortune, what ever elfe you 
, I underftand you Brother, (replies the Lady very 
fmartly) you fuppofe I have the Money and wane 
the Beauty ; but as Times go now, the firft will 
do, fol have the better of my Neighbours. | 


, WELL, fays the younger Brother, but your Neigh: - 


bours may be even with you ; for Beauty will fteak 


a Husband fometimes in fpight of Money; and when » 
_ the Maid chances to be Handfomer than the Mi- 


{trefs, fhe oftentimes makes as good. a Market, 
and rides ina Coach before her, - 
{ thought it was time for me to withdraw, and | 


did fo; but not fofar, but that I heard all theis. 
Difcourfe, in which I heard abundance of. ffne. 
things faid of mé felf, which prompted my Va- 
nity, but, as J foon found, was not the way toen-. 
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_creafe. my Intereftinthe Family, for the Sifter and | 
_ the younger Brother fell’ grieveoufly out about it ; 

and: as he faid fome very difobliging things to her, 

“non my my Account, fol could eafily fee that — 
f,. refented them, by her fnture Condu@ to me, - 
which indeed was very unjuft; for I had never had 
the leaft thought of what the fufpected, as to her 

ounzer Brother: Indeed the elder Brother -in 

is diftant remote Way had faid a great man 

things as in Jeft, which I had the Folly to believe 
were in Earneft, or to flatter my felf with the . 
Hopes of what I ought to have fuppos’d he never 
intended. | | | 

I + happened one Day that he came- running 
up Stairs, towards the Room where his Sifter us’d 
to fit, and work as he ofte@ us’d todo; and calling | 
“to them before he camein, as was his way too I 
being there alone, ftep’d to the Door, and faid, 
Sir, the. Ladies are not here, they are walk’d down 
the Garden ; as 1 ftep’d forward to fay this, he 
was juft got to the Door, and clafping me in his. 
Arms, asif it had been by Chance, O! Mrs Betty, — 
Jays he, are-you here? that’s better Rill , 1 want 
to {peak with you, more than! do with them, and 
then having me in his Arms he kifs’d me three. 
or four times. | 

I ftruggled to get away, and yet did it but 
faintly neither, and he held mefaft;: and ftill kifs'd 
me, till he was out -of Breath, and fitting: down, 
fays he, dear Betty, | am in Love with you.- 

‘Hi >» Words } muft confefs’ fir’d my Blood; all 
my Spirits flew about my Heart, and :put. ime into . 
- Diforder enough:. He repeated it afterwards fe- 
veral times, that he was im Love with me, and my 
Heart {poke as plain asa Voice, that I lik’d it 3 nay 
whenever he faid, | am.in. Love with you, my 
Blufhes plainly reply’d, won'd you were, Sir. How- 
ever. nothing elfe pafs’d. at that. time 5 it was but 
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a Surpriz2, and I foon recover’d my felf. He had 
{tay’d longer with me, but he happen’d to Icok ont ~ 
at the Window and fec his Sifters coming up the 
Garden, fo he took his Leave, kifs’d me’ again, told 
me he was very ferious, and | fhould hear more of 
him very quickly, and away he went infinitely 
pleas’d, and had there not been one Misfortune in 
it, I had been in the Right, but the Miuftake lay 
here, that Mrs. Berry was in Earneft, and the Gen- 
tleman was not. ' | . 
From this time my Head run upon ftrange 
Things, andI may truly fay, I wasnot my felf, to” 
have fuch a Gentleman talk to me of being in Love - 
with me,and of my being fucha charming Creature, 
as he told me Iwas, thefe were things | knew not 
how to bear, my Vanity was elevated to the laft De- 
gree: Itistrue, | had my Head full of Pride, but 
knowing nothing of the Wickednefs of the times, 
I had not one Thought of my Virtue about me; 
and had my young Matter offer’d it at firft Sight, 
he might have takenany Liberty he thought fit with 
me; but he did not fee his Advantage, which was 
my Happinefs for that time. = 
Iv was not long, but he found an Opportunity 
to catch me again, and almoft in the fame Pofture, 
indced it had more of Defign init on his Part, tho’ 
not on my Part 5 it was thus, The young Ladies 
were gonea Vilfiting with their Mother; his Brother 
was out of Town, and as for his Father he. ‘had 
been at London for a Week before; he had ‘fo’ well 
_watch’d me, that he knew where J was, tho’,I did 
not fo much as know that he was in the Houfe, and he 
briskly comes up.the Stairs,and feeing meat Work, 
comes into the Room to me direGily, and began juft 
as he did beforc, with taking me in his Arms, and 
kiffing ove for almoft a quarter of an Hour toge- 
res _ Re ge eae 
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_ Iv was his younger Sifter’s Chamber that I was in, 
and as there was no Body in the Houfe but the 
Maid below Stairs, he was it may bé the ruder: In 
Short, ke began to be in Earneft with me indeed ; 
perhaps he. found me alittle too eafy, for I made 
no %éfiftance to him while he only ‘held me in his 
Arms and kifs’d me 5 indeed 1 was too well pleafed 
with it, to reufth#m much. | a 
W ect tird with that kind of Work, we fat 
down, and therehe talk’d with me a great while; 
-he. faid, he was charm’d with ‘me, and that’ he 
could not reft till he had told me how he was in 
Love with me, and if I could Love him again, and 
would makc him happy, | fhould be thé faving of his 
Life; and many fach fine Things.1 faid little to him 
again, but eafily difcovered that I was a Fool, and 
that I did not in the leaft perceive what he meant. 
‘Tue yn he walk’d about the Room, and taking me 
by the Hand, I walk’d with him; and by and by ta- 
king his. Advantage, he threw me down upon the 
Bed,. and kifsd mé there moft Violently 3 but to 
give him his Due, offered no manner of Rudnefs‘to | 
me, only kifs’d me a great while; after this he 
_ thought he had heard fome Body come up Stairs, fo 
he got. off from the Bed, lifted me up, profefing a 
preat deal of Love for me, but told me it was allan 
oneit Affection, and that he meant no ill to me, 
“nd with that put five Guineas ito my Hand, and 
went down Stairs. | WS 
I was more-confounded with the Money than I 
_ was before withthe Love 5 and began tobe fo ele- 
vated, that I {carce knew the Ground I ftood on: I 
am the more particular in this, that if it comes to 
be read by any innocent young Body, they may 
learn from it to guard themfelves agatnft the Mif- 
chiefs which attend an early Knowledge of their own 
_ Beauty; if a young Woman once thinks herfelt 
Handfome, fhe never doubts the Truth of avy Man 
| C2 oe ine that 
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that tells her he is in Love with her ; for if fhe bee 
lieves herfelf Charming enough to captivate him, 
tis natural to expect the Effe@s of it. | 
Tu1s Gentleman had now fir’d his Inclination, 
as much as he had my Vanity, and asif he had found 
that-he had an Opportunity, and was forry he did 
not take hold of it, he comes up again’ in about 
half an Hoar, and falls to work with me again juft 
as he did before, only with a little lefs Introdu- 
"ction. | 
A Np Firft, when he entered the Room, he turnd 
‘about, and thut the Door. Mrs. Berty, faid he, Z 
fancy’d before, fome Body was coming up Stairs, but tt 
was not fo 5 However, adds he, if they find me inthe 
Room with you, they fhan’t catch me a kiffing of you 
I told him I did not know who fhould be coming 
up Stairs for I believ’d there was no Body in ‘the 
Houfe, but the Cook, and theother Maid, and they 
Never came up thofe Stairs; well, my Dear, fays he, 
Tis good to be fure however, and fo he fitsdown and | 
‘we began‘to talk; and now, tho’ I was ftill on 
fire with his firft’Vifit, and faid little, he did as at 


were put Words ‘in my ‘Mouth, telling me how ~ 


paffionately he lov’d me,-and-that tho’ he could not 

‘tifl he came to his*Eftate,:yet he was refolv’d to 
make me happy then, and‘ himftlf too; that is to 
fay, to marry me, and abundance of fuch things, 

“which I poor Fool did not underftand: the drift off, 
but a&ed asif there was no kind of Love, but that 
“which tended to Matrimony; and if he-had: {poken 
of that | had no Room, as well as no-Power; to have 

'faid No; but we were not come to that length yet. 
_ Wes _ had not fatlong, bur he got up, ‘and ftop- 
‘ing my very Breath with Kiffes, threw me upon the 
Bea again 5 but then he went further with me than 
Decency permits me to mention, nor had it been in © 
‘my Power to have deny’d him at that Moment, had 
coffered muchmore than. hedid, 2 
| . oole 1 -fLowe 
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However, tho’ hetook thefe Freedoms with 

me, it did not go to that, which they call the Jaft 
Favour, which, to do him Juftice, he did not at- 
tempt; and he made that Self-denial of hisa Plea 
for all ‘his Fredooms with me upon other Occafigns | 
after this: When this was over, he ftay’d but a 
little while, but he put almoft a Handful of Gold 
in my Hand, and left me a thoufand Proteftations 
of his Paffion for me, and of his ldving me above 
all the Women in the World. a= 7 
“Ir will not be ftrange, if [ now began to think 5 
but alas4 it was but with very little folid RefieG- 
ions : - 1. had a mo& unbounded Stock of Vanity and 
Pride, and buta very little Stock of Virtue: I did 
indeed caft fometimes with my felf what my young 
Mafter aim’d at, but thonght of nothing but the fine 
Words and the Gold; whether he intended to mare — 
ry me,or not, feem’d a Matter of no great Confe- 
quence. to me ; nor did I fo much as think of making | 
any Capitulation for my felf; ’till he made a kind of 
formal Propefal to me, as. you fhall hear prefently. 
Tuosid gave up my felf to. Ruin without the 
leaft Concern, and am a fair AZementoto all young 
Women, whofe Vanity. preyail over their Virtue : 
Nothing was ever fo ftupid on both Sides, had Ut | 
afted as became me, and’ refifted as Virtue and 
Honour requir’d, he had either defifted his Attacks, — 
finding no-.room to expect the end of his Defign, 
or had made fair and honourable Propofals of Mar- 
riage ;.in. which Cafe, whoever blam’d him, no 
Body could have blan’d me. In fhort, if he had 
known me, and how eafy the Trifle he aim’d at, 
was to be had,he would have troubled his Head yo © 
farther, but hay: giyen me four or five Guineas, ahd 
have lain with m: the pext time he had come at me: 
On the other Hand, ifI had known his Thoughts, and 
how hard he fyppofgd 1 would be to be gain’d, I 
might have made my _ Terms, and if Y had nog 
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capitulated for ai immediate Marriage; I might for. 


a Maintainance till Marriage, and -might;have. had 


- what I would ; for he was Rich. to Excefs, befides 
what he had in’ Expectation y but. I.had wholly: a- 
bandoned all fuch Thoaghts,: and; was taken .up 
only with:the Pride of my Beauty, and of being be-. 


lov’d by .fuch a-Gentleman 3 as for the Gold’! fpent: 
whole Hours in.loooking. upon it ; L- told. the Gniz:. 
neas over a Thoufand ‘times’a. Day: _ Never poor . 


vain Creature was fo wrapt up with every’Part. of 


the Story, as | was, not confidering what was béfore 


me, and how near my Ruin was at the Ddot ; and 


indeed { think, I rather with’d for that aa thane 


ftudied toavoid it: =. 

In the mean time, however, 1 was cunning: ee 
‘nongh, not to give.the leaft room: to any in the Fae 
mily to imagine that I had the.leaft Correfpondence 
with him; I fcarce ever look’d towards him in.pubs 


lief, or anfwer'd if ‘he fpoke:to.me, when but: for . 
all.chat, we ‘had ‘every “now and then.a little:; Ene: 


counter, where we had room: for a: Word or two, 


and now and thena Kifs; bet no fair Opportunity 
tor the Mifchief intended ; ; and ‘efpecially confide+ 
ring that he made more Circumlocution, than he’ 
had occafion for, and the Work. appearing Difficult | 


- to him, he. really made it fo. 


Bu r as the: Devil is an unwearied: Tempter, fo 


he never. fails to find an Opportunity for the Wick: 
cdnefs he invites to: -It was one Evening: that { 
was in the Garden, with his two. younger Sifters, 
and himfelf, when he:-found Means to convey. a 
Note into: my Hand, by: which he told me.that he 
would to Morrow ‘defire mé agree to. go of. 
an Errand for him, and, that | fhould fee: him 
fomewhere by.the Way: =. | 7 

ACCORDINGLY. after Dinner, he very grave- 
ly fays to me, his Sifters being all by, Mrs. Betty, 
J muft ask a Favour of you :. What's i [ays cod 

he Stow 


2 ‘ % bes ry ps 
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Second Siffer 5 nay Sifter, fays be, very gravely If you 
can’t {pare Mrs, Betty to Day, any other time will do3 
Yes, they faid, they. could {pare her well enough, 
and the Sifter beg’d Pardon for asking ; Well, but 
Jays the eldeft Sifter, you mutt teil Mrs. Betty what 
it is ; if it be any private Bufinefs that we muft not 
hear, you may.call her out, there the is: Why 
Sifter, fays the Gentleman very gravely, Whar do 
you mean ? I only defire ber to go into the High-ftreet, 
(and then he pulls out a: Tutrn-over) to fuch a Shop, 
and then he tells them a jong Story of two. fine 
Neckcloths he had bid Money for, and dhe wanted 
to have me go and make an Errand. to buy a Neck 
to that Turn-over that he faowed, and if they would 
take my Money for the Neckcloths, to bid a Shill- 
ing more, and haggtc with them; and then he 
made more Errands, 4nd fo.continued.to have fuch 
petty Bufinefs to do, that-I fhould be fure to ftay a 
good while. - ike . 8 
 Wuen he had given me my Errands, he told 
them a iong Story of a Vifit he was going to make 
to a Family they ali.knew, and where was to be fuch 
and fuch Gentlemen, and very formally ask’d tis 
Sifters to go with him, and they as formally excus’d 
themfelves, becanfeof Company that they had No- 
fice was to:come and. Vifit them rhat Afternoon, all 
which by the way he had contriv’d on purpofe. 
He had fcarcedone {peaking, but his Man came 
up to tell him chat Sir W—— H—’s Coach ftop'd 
gt the Door ; fo heruns down, and comes up aga?:: 
immediately, Alas! fays healoud, Tiere’s all my Aijj.</ 
Spoil’d at.once, Sir W has fent bis Coach for 1. 
and defiresto {peak with me. \t feems this Sir W— 
was a Gentleman, wholiv’d about three Miles: | 
to whom he had {poke on purpofe to lend him 
Charriot for a Particular, Occafion, and had: peoly: 
ed it to call for him, as it did, about three a Cl... 
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‘ImMeprate ry he calls'for his beft Wig, Hat 
and Sword, and ordering his Man to go to the other 
Place to make his Exeufe, that :was to fay, he made 
an Excufe to fend his Man away, he prepares to ‘go 
into the Coach: As he was going, he ftop’d a 
while, and {peaks mightily earneftly to me abont his 
Bufinefs, and findsan Opportunity to fay very forty 
Come away my dear as foon as ever you can. I fatd 
nothing, but made'a Court’fy,asif I had done fo to 
what he faid in Publick ; in about a Quarter of an 
Hour I went out too, | hati no Drefs, other than be- 
' fore, except that I had a Hood, a Mask, a Fan, and 
a pair of Gloves in my Pocket; fo that there was 
not ‘the leaft Sufpicion inthe Houfe: He. waited. 
for me‘in a back Lane; which he knew I muft pafs 
by, and the Goachman knew whither. to go, which 
- was toa certain Place, call’d AGle-End, where lived 
a Confident of his, where we went:in, and where 
was al] the Convenience-in the Worid ‘to be as 
wicktd as we pleas’d. 7 ve 
Wu #8 N we were together, he began to Talk very 
gravely tome, and to tell me, he did not bring: 
me theré to betray me; that his Paffion for me, 
would not fuffer him -to abufe me; that -he refol- 
ved to marry me as foon as he came'to his Eftate:; 
that in thé mean time, if | would grant his Requeft, 
he would maintain me very Honourably, and made 
mea thoufand Proteftations of his Sincerity, and of 
his Affection’to me 3 and that he would never aban:: 
don me, and, as I may fay, made a thoufand ‘more 
-Preambles than he need to have done. 
However as he prefs’d me to f{peak, I told him 
I had no Reafon to queftion the Sincerity of his 
Love'to mej ‘after fo many Proteftations, But —— 
and there I. ftopd, as if I left him to guefs the reft; 
But what, my Dear, ‘fays be, 1 guefs what you mean, 
what if you fhould be with Child, is not that it-? 
Why then, /ays be, 1 ll take care of you, and Beas 
So % oe ae oa for 
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for you, and the Child too, and that. you may fee J am 


notin Jeft, fays be, here’s an Earneft for you, and 


__ with that he pulls out a Silk Purfe with ‘an Hundred 
Guineas'in it, and gave it me; and Pll give you 


fuch?another, fays be, every Year till 1 marry you. 


M y Colour came-and went at the Sight of the 
Purfe, and with the.fire of his Propofal together, {9 
that I could not fay‘a Word, and ‘he eafily per- 
ceiv’d it; fo putting the Purfe into my Bofom, I 
made.no more Refiftance to him, but let him do juft 
what he pleas’d,-and as often as he pleas’d; and 


thus 1 finifh’d my own Deftrudtion. at once, for 


from this Day, being forfaken of my Virtue, and my 
Modefty, I had.nothing of Value left to recommend 
‘me, either to God’s Bleffing, or Man’s Affiftance. 


~ Bor things did not end_ here, I went back to- 


‘to the Town, did the Bufinefs ie. dire&ted me to, 
‘and was at Home ‘before any Body thought melong ; 
as for my Gentlemay, he ftaid out till late ‘at Night, 


either on his Account or on mine.” . 

. We had after this, frequent Opportunitics to re- 
at our Crime, and -efpecially st Home ‘when his 

Mother and the young Ledies went Abroad a Vifi- 

ting, which he watch’d fo narrowly, as never to 


and there was not the leaft Sufpicion in' the Family, 


mifs; knowing always before-hand when they went 


gat and than fail’d nat to catch me all alone, and 
e 


e 


‘wicked Pleafures for near half a Year; and yet, 


hich was the moft to my Satisfaction, I was not 
with Child. 
B ut beiore this half Year was expir’d, his young- 
er Brother of whom I have made fome mention in 
the beginning of the Story, falls to work with me; 
and he finding me alone in the Garden one Evening, 
‘begins a Story of the fame Kind. to me, made good 
honelt Profeffions of being in Love with tne 3 and in 
fhorf, propofes Fairly and Honourably to marry me. 
| ' 


f: 
f 


curely enough ; fo that we took our fill of our 


, 
4’ 
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. 1 was now tonfoupiled and tirived to: Pach ‘an BM 
tremity, as the Uke w4s néver-knowsito me; [ ré- 


(Bur here happened ‘a, 


nat exped — which but ‘nfeto-ny ‘Shifts; for 


fer, 


careful to make his having a ‘Kindness for git 
Oule; ‘as rotner and tho? 
he did nor let theth:know thiat“he hud talk-d to the 


did to him, and immediately | found their 


at Taft 1 got Information that 1 fhould ia ‘a ‘very 


eo 


_ Iwas not alarm’d at the News, having “a full Sa- 


ces for if. °* 


we : 


“As 
a 


(27) 


A FreR fome time,the youngerGentleman took. 
an Opportunity to tell me, that the Kindnefs ke had 
for.me had got Vent in the Family ; he did not charge 
me with it, be faid, for he knew well enough which 
wav it came out; he told me his way of Talking 
hat been the. Qccafion of it, for that be did siot 


. 


make. his-Refpec for me.fo mich a Secret as he. 
might have dane, and the Reafon was, th:t he was. 
at 4,Point, tat. if I would confent to hare kim, 
_he-would tell them all openly that he lov’d me, and. 
that. he integded to marry me; . That it was true,: 
his Father and Mother might refeui it, and be uy-. 
“Kind; but he was now in 2 Way to.live, being bred 
tg.the Law, :and he did not fear Maintaining mey. 
and that in fhort, as he believ’d.I would noc be. 
afham’d of him, fo he was refolv’d not to be a- 
fhamed of me, and that he fgorn’d to be afraid to 
own ine now, who. he refglv’d .to gwn after 1 was 
his: Wife, and therefore I had. nothing dag ges : 
give bimy my: Hand; and he would aniwer for all 
the refl. ©) te ceed oe 
':L_was now, in a dreadful Condition indeed, and 
now J repented heartily. my Eafinefs with theeldeft | 
Brother, not, from any Reflection of Confcience, for: — 
I was a ftranger to thofe things, but I could not 
think of being‘a-Whore to one Brother, anda Wife 
to the other 5.it came alfo into my Thoughts,that 
the firft Brother had promis’d to make me his Wife 
when he came to. his Eftate; but I ‘prefently re- 
member’d, what J had often thought of, that he had 
hever fpoken a Word of having me fora Wife, af- 
ter. he‘had.-Conquer’d me for a Miftrels‘; and in-- 
deed till now, tho’ I faid.| thought of it often, yet 
it gave no Difturbance atall, for as he dic not fee 
in the seaft to leffen' his Affection to me, fo neithes 
did he Ieflen his.Bounty, tho’ he had the Dilcre- 
tion himfelt to defire me not-to lay out a Penny in 
Cloaths, or to make the leaft fhow extraordinary, 
a a es ee becaule 
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becaufe it would neceflarily give Jealoufy in the Fa- 
mily fince every Body knew 1 could come at fuch 
things no manner of ordinary Way, but by fome- 
pfivate Friendfhip, which they would prefently have 
fafpe&ed. a 

_ Was now ina great ftrait, and knewnot what to 
do; the main Difficulty was this, the younger Bro- 
ther not only laid clofe Siege to me, but fuffered it 
to be feen ; he would come into his Sifter’s Room, 
and his Mother’s Room, and fit down, and talk a 
Thoufand kind Things to me, even before their | 
Faces ; fo that the whole Houle talk’d of it, and: 
his Mother reprov'd him for it, and their Carriage | 
to meappeared quite altered: In fhort, his Mo- . 
ther had let fall: fome Speeches, as if. fhe intended | 
to put me out of the Family, that is in Englifh, to 
turn me out of Doors. Now, I was fure this could - 
not be a Secret to his Brother, only that he 
might think, as iadeed no Body elfe yet did, that ° 
the youngeft Brother had made any Propofal to 
mie about it; but as { eafily could fee that it wonld - 
go farther, fo I faw likewife there was an abfolute- 
Neceflity to fpeak of it to him, or that’ he would 
{peak of it to me, but knew not whether f. fhould” 
break it to him, or fet it alone till he fhould break 
it to me. t. ¢: : ; jane = a c ; 6 ; ; 
Upon: ferions- Confideration, for indeed now 1: 
began to confider things very ‘ferioufly, and‘ never : 
till now, I refolv’d to tell him of it firft, and ic 
was not long’befote I had’an Opportunity, for the 
very next Day his Brother ‘went td. London upon 
' {ome Bufinefs, and the Family being out a Vifiting, 
juft as it happened before, and as indeed was often 
the Cafe, he came accotding to his Cuftom to {pend 
an Hour or ‘Two with Mrs. Betty, =~ 

Wuen he had fate down a while, he eafily 
perceived there was an Alteration in my Counte-_— 
ance, that Iwas not fo free and -pleafant ee | 
!) 2 ; oor > : ; poe : _ im, 
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him, as T ufed to be, and particmarly, that I had; : 
been a Crying 5 he was not long before he took/ 
Notice of it, and ask’d me in very kind Terms 
what wasthe Matter, and if any thing troubled 
me: I would have put it off if | could, but it 
‘was not to ‘be conceal d ; fo after fuffering many 
Importunities to draw that out of me, which 
long’d as much as. poffible ta difclofe, 1 told him 
that it was true, fomething did trouble me, and 
fomething of fuch a Nature, that I.could hardly con- 
-ceal from him, and yet thatI could not tell how to tell 
him of it neither , that it was athing that not only ,, 
forpriz’d me, but greatly perplext me, and that I / / 
-Knew notwhat Courfe to take,'unlef$ he would dire& 
me: He told me with great Tendernefs, that let 
dit be what it would, 1 fhould not let it trouble me, 
‘for he would prote@ me trom all the World. | 
I then began at a Diftance, and told himI was 
afraid the Ladies had got fome-fécret Infotmation 
of our Correfpondence ; for that ‘it’was eafy to fee 
that.their Condud was very much changd towards 
me, and ‘that now it was come to pafs, that they 
frequently found Fault with me, and fometimes fel] 
quite out with me, tho’ I ‘never gave them the 
leaft Oceafion: .That whereas, I us’d always to 
“dye with the Eldeft Sifter I was Jately put to lye 
‘by my felf, or withone of the Maids; and that [ 
had over-heard them feveral times talking very 
-unkindly about mie; but that which confirm’d it 
_all was, that one of the Servants had told methat 
fhe had: heard I was to be turn’d out, and that it 
. was not fafe for tlie Family, that I fhould be any 
‘longer in the Houfe. 4 a 
Bi z fiil’d when he hicard of this, and I ask’d him — 
how he could make fo light of it, when ‘he muf 
need know, that if there was any Difcovery, | was 
undone, and: that--it_.would hurt him, tho’ not 
Ruin him, as it would me : I upbraided hime'that, 
A gee zs eee he 
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he was like the reftof his Sex, that when they had 
the Cheracter of a Woman at. their Mercy, often 
times made it their Jeft, and at leaft look’d upon 
it asa Trifle, and counted the Ruin of thofe they 
had had their Willof, asathingof no Value. _ 


H 5 faw me warm and ferious, and he chang’d © 


his Stile immediately ; he told me, he was forry I 
fhould have fuch a thought of him; that he had 
never given me the Icaft Occafion for it, but had 
been as tender of my Reputation, as he could be 
of his own ; that he was fure our Correfpondence 
had been managed with fo much Addrefs, that not 
-ene Creature in the Family had fo much asa Suf- 
picion of it; thatif he fmil’d whenI told him my 
Thoughts, it was at the Aflurance he lately ree 
ceiv’d, that our underftanding one another, was 
not fo much as guefs’d at, and chat when he had 
told me, how much Reafon he had to be Eafy, [ 
Should fimile as he did, for he was very certain, it 
would give me a full Satisfaction. 
Tuisis a Miftery I cannot underftand, fays J, 
or how it fhould be to my Satisfaction, that 1 am 
to be turnd out of Doors ; for if our Correfpone 
‘. dence is not difcover'd, I know noc what elfe I 
have done to change the Faces of the whole Fa- 
mily to me, who formerly ufed me with fo much 
7 a as if I had been one of their own Chil- 
ren. | 
Wry look you Child, fays he, That they are un- 
eafy about you, that is true, but that they have the leaft 


Sufpu-on of the Cafe as it is, and as it refpetts pou and 


I, is fo far from being truey that they fufpett my 
Brotl.» Robin, avd, in fhort, they are fully perfwaded 
be inaxes Love to you: Nay, the Fool has put it into 
their Heads too winsfelf, for he is continually Bantrinz 
them about: it, and making a Feft of h.rafelf; I confefs 
I think he is wrong to do fo, becaufe ke cannot but fee 
st Vexes them, and makes them unkind to yous but tis 
2 ‘ : 2 
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4 Setisfatlion to mey becanfe of the Affurance it ‘gives 
we, that they db nédt fulpeck: me. da the ies and f ‘hope 
this will be to your Satisfaltion too. 

‘So it is, fays ¥, one. way, but this docs fee eeich 
my Gafe at al,“nor ds this the chief Thing rhat 
troubles me, the’ [ Rdve been-concern’d about that 
too: What is it thén, (ays be?’ With which, 1:fell in- 
to Tears, and could fay nothing to‘him at ail :..He 
Atrove to — tire all he — ‘but 5 en at lafk.to 


a r ae tig. 


‘I wanted his Direéion in the Cafe, for’ oe in "Tih 

 Perplexity, that I knew noc what Courfé to: take, and 
‘then I related the whole Affair to him: J told ven 
how imprudently his Brother had manag’d himfelé,i 
making himfelf fo Publick ; for thatif he had kane 
ita Secret, I could but have denied him PoGtively, 
without | giving any Reafon for it, and he would in 
Time have ceas’d ‘his-Sollicitations 3° but chat-he had 
the. Vanity, firft,:to depend upon it that I would not 
deny him, and then” had takea the Freedom to tell 
his Defign to the whole Houfe. 

Itold him, how far I had refitted him, and how Gincere 
and. honourable his Offers wete; but fays I, my Cafe 

will be doubly hard; for as they carry 1t Ill to me 
now, becaule he defires to have ‘me, -they’ll carry it 


" * worfe when they fhati find I have deny’d him. and 


they will prefently fay, there's: eects 3 elfeamit; 
and that Tam marry’d already to-fomebody cift, or 
that I would never refufe a: “Match fo much above 
me as this was. moa 
Tuis Difcdurfe farpriz’d him indeed very rauch: 
He rold me, that it was.a‘critical-Pojatindecd for me 
to manage, and he did-not-fee-which way | fhould get 
out of it; :but he would confer of it, and let me 
know nexe time we met, what Refolution he was 
conic: to about it ; and | in.the mean time, defird-I 
: would 
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would: not give my Confent to his Brother, nor yee . 
give him a flat Denial, but, that I would hold him . 
in Sufpenceawhile, = =: - | 

I feem’d to ftart at his faying, I fhould not give . 
him my Confent ; J told him, he knew very well, -¥ 
had no Confent to. give; thathe had ingag’d himfelf 
to marry me,. and that I was thereby. ingag’d to . 
him; that. he had all along told me,.1 was his Wife, 
and I look’d upon my felf as effeGtually fo, as if the . 
Ceremony had pafs'd ; and that it was from his.own | 
Mouth that I did fo, he having alldalong perfuaded - 
me to call my felf his Wife. | | 

We tt my Dear, fays be, dont be concern’d at - 
that now, if Iam not your Husband, Fil be as good . 
. a8a Husband to you, and do not let thofe things . 
trouble you now, but let me look a little farther in- 
to this Affair, and I fhall be able to fay more next | 
time we meet.. | 

He pacify’d meas well as he could with this, .but 

I found he was very Thoughtfwl, and chat tho’ he was . 
very kind to me, and kifs’d mea thoufand .Times, 
and more I believe, and gaveme Money too, yet he 
offer’d no moreall the while we were together, which . 
was above two Hours, and which 1 much wonder d 
at, confidering how it us’d to be, and what. Oppor- 
tunity we had. | | | 

His Brother did not come from London, for five . 
or fix Days, and it was two Days more, before he . 
‘got-an Opportunity to talk with him; but then get- 
ting him by himfelf, he talk’'d very clofe to him a- . 
bout it; and the fame Evening found Means (for we - 
had a long Conference together) to repeat all their © 
Difcourfe to me, which as near as.I can remember, 
‘was to the purpofe following. _ He told him he heard 
‘ftrange News of. him fince he went, (vsz.) that he . 
made Love to Mrs. Betty: Well, fays bis Brother,a , 
little. angrily, And what then ? What has any. body 
to do with that? Nay, fays bis Brother, don’t be .. 
: _ ahery. 
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angry Robin, I don’t pretend to have any thing to 
do with it ; but I find they do concern themfelves a- 
bout it, and that they have ufed the poor Girl IM a- 
bout it, which I fhould take as doneto my felf,; Who 
do you mean by THEY ? /ays Robin, | mean my Mo- 
ther, and the Girls, fays the elder Brother. 

Bur hark ye, /ays bis Brother, are you in Earneft, 
do you really Love the Girlé- Why then, fays Robin, 
I will be free w:th you, I do Love her above all the 
Women inthe World, and I will have her, let them 
fay and do what they will, I believe the Girl will 
not deny me. 

Ir ftuck me to the Heart when he told me this, for 
tho’ it was moft rational to think J would not deny 
him, yet / knew in my own Confcience, J muft and 
I faw my Ruin in my being oblig’d to do fo; but 7 
knew it was my bufinefs to Talk otherwife then, fo 
I interrupted him in his Storythus: Ay! fad /, 
does he think I cannot deny him? but he fhall find 
I can deny him for all thac. Well my dear, /ays he, 
but let me give you the whole Story as it went on 
between us, and then fay what you will. 

Tuen he went on and told me, that he reply’d 
thus. But Brother, you know She has nothing, and 
you may have feveral Ladies with good Fortunes: 
*Tis no matter for that, aid Robin, ! Love the Girl; 
and I will never pleafe my Pocket in Marrying, and 
not pleafe my Fancy; and fo my Dear, adds he, there 
is no oppofing him. | 

Yes, yes, fays J, 1 can oppofe him, I have learnt 
to fay NO now, tho’ [had not learnt it before; 
if the beft Lord in the Land offer’d me Marriage 
now, I could very chearfully fay NO to him. 

WELL, but my Dear, fays he, What can you fay 
to him? You know, as you faid before, he will ask 
you many Queftions about it, and all the Houfe will 
wonder what the meaning of it fhould be. . 

Wury fays J, {miling, 1 - {top all their Mouths at 

one 


(34 } _ 


one Clap, by telling him and them too, that lara . 
Married already to his elder Brother. 

He fmild a little too at the Word, but I could 
fee it Startled him, and he cculd not hide the difor- 
der it put him into; however, he return’d, Why tho’ 
that may be true in fome Senfe, yet | fuppofe you 
are but in Jeft, when you talk of giving fuch an 
Anfwer as that, it may not be convenient on many 
Accounts. 

No, no, fays Ipleafantly, Jam not fo fond of let- 
ting that Secret come out, without your Confent. | 

Bu vr what then can you fay to them, /ays be, when 
they find you poflitive azainft a Match, which would 
be apparently fo much to your Advantage? Why 
fays I fhould I be at a lofs? Firft I am not oblig’d to 
give them any Reafon, on the other hand, I may 
tell them, Iam Married already, and ftop there, 
and that will be a full Stop too to him, for he can 
have no Reafon to ask one Queltion after it. 

Ay, fays be, but the whole Houfe will teize yon 
about that, and if you deny them poflitively,they will 
be difoblig’d at you, and Sufpicious ‘befides. 

— Way, fays 1, What can I do? What would you 

have me do? I was in ftrait enough before, as Itold 
you, and acquainted you with tle Circumflances, that 
1 might have your Advice. | 

My dear, fays he, I have been confidering very 
much upon it, you may be fure, and tho’ the Advice 
has many Mortifications in it t2 me, and may at firft 
feem strange to you, yet all Things confider’d, I fee 
no becter way for-you, than to let him go on; and 
if you find him teart, aad m Earne:t, Marry him. 

I gave hima look tull of Horror at thofe. Words, 
and turning Paleas Death, was at the very point of 
finking down out of the Chair I farin: When giving | 
a ftart, my Dear, fays he cloud, V.hat’s the matter 
with you?) Where are you a going? and a great 
nany fuch Things; and with joging and calling to 
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me, fetcl’d mea little to my felf, tho’ it was a good © 
while before I fully recoverd my Senfes, and was 
not able to {peak jor feveral Minutes. 

Wuen I was fully recover'd he began again, My 
dear, jays he, I would have you confaler icrioufly of 
it? you may fee plainly how the Family ftand an this 
Cafe, and they would be ftark Mad if it was my 
Cafe, as itis my Brother’s, and for ought I fee, it 
would be my Ruin and yours too. | 

Ax! fays/, fill fpeaking angrily; Are al] your 
Proteftations and Vows to be fhaken by the diflike of 
the Family? Did I not always obje& that to you, 
and you made a light thing of it, as what you were 
above, and would t not Value; and is it come to this 
now ? Is this your Faith and Honour, your BONS, 
and the Solidity of your Promifes ? 

H « continued perfeétly Calm, notwithftanding all 
my Reproaches, and I was not fparing of them at 
all; but be reply'd at laft, My Dear, I have not 
broken one Promife with you yet; I did tell youl 
would Marry you when I was come to my Eftate ; 
but you fee my Father is a hail healthy Man, and 
may live thefe thirty Years ftill, and not be Older 
than feveral are round ns in the Town; and you ne- 
ver propos’d my Marrying you fooner, becaufe you 
know itmight be my Ruin; and as to the reft, Ihave 
not fail’d you in any thing. 

I cou'd not deny a Word of this, bet why then, 
fays I, can you perfwade me to fuch a horrid flop, 
as leaving you, fince you have net left me? Will 
you allow no Affection, no Love on my Side, where 
there has been fo much on your Side? Have I made 
you no Returns? Have Igiven no Teftimeny of my 
Sincerity, and or my Paffion? Are the Sacrifices I 
have made of Honour and Modedty to you, no Proof 
of my being tyd to you in Bonds too yong to be 
broken $ 

But here my Dear, fays he, you may come into a 
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fafe Station, and appear with Honour, and the Ree 
membranct of what we have done, may be wrapt up 
in an cternal Silence, as if it had never happen’d 5 

au fhall always have my fincere Affection, only then 
it fhall be Honeft, and perfe&ly Juftto my Brother, 
you fhall be my Dear Sifter, as now you are my 
Dear——and there he ftop’d. 

¥ our dear Whore, fays J, you would have faid, 
and you might as well have faid it; but I underftand 
you: However, I defire you to remember the long 
Difcourfes you have had with me, and the many 
Hour’s pains you have taken to perfwade me to be- 
lieve my felf an honef{ Woman; that I was your 
Wife intentionally, and that it was as effectual a 
Marriage that had pafs’d between us, as if we had 
been publickly Wedded by the Parfon of the Parifhr; 
you know thefe have been your own Words to me. 

I found this was a little too clofe upon him, but 
~ I made it up in what follows; he ftood ftock ftill for 
awhile, and faid nothing. and F went on thus; you 
cannot, fays I, without the highef€ injuftice believe 
that I yielded upon all thefe Perfwafions without a 
Love not to. be queftioned, not to be fhaken again 
by any thing that could happen afterward: If you 
have fuch difhonourable Thoughts of me, I muft ask 
you what Foundation have | given for fuch a Sug- 
geftion. | | 

It then 1 have yielded to the Importynities of my 
Affection; and if | have been perfwaded to believe 
that I am really your Wife, fhall I now give the Lye © 
to all thofe Arguments, and call my felf your Whore, 
or Miftrefs, whichis the fame thing ? And will you 
Transfer me to your Brother? Can you Transfer 
my Affe&ion ? Can you bid me ceafe loving you, and 
bid me love him? Is itin my Power think you, to 
make fuch a Change at Demand? No Sir, fad I, 
depend upon it ’tis impoflible, and whatever the 

Change of your Side may be, I will ever be true; 
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and I had much.rather, -fince it is,;come that unhap- 
py —— be your Whore than. your Brother’s 
‘Wife. | | = 

He appear’d pleas’d, and touch’d with the impref- | 


fion of this laft Difcourfe, and told mie that he ftocd 


where he did before; that he had not been Unfaith- 
fnl to me in any one .Promife he had ever mad yer, 
but that there were fo many terrible things prefented 
themfelves to his View in the Affair before me, 


that he had thought of the other asa Remedy; only — 


that he thought this wonid not be an entire parting 
us, but we might love as Friends all our Days, and 
perhaps with more SatisfaGtion than we fhould inthe. 
Station we were now in: That he durft fay, I could 
not apprehend any thing from him, as to betraying 
a Secret, which could not but be the Deftruction of 
us both if it came out: That he had but one Queftion 
to ask of me, that could lye in.tlie way of it, and if 
that Queftion was anfwer’d, he could aot but think 
ftill ic was the only Step 1 could take. 

I guefs’d at his Queftion prefengly, viz. Whether I 
was not with Child? As to that, /told him,he need not 
be concern’d about it, for I was not with Child , why 
then my Dear, /ays be, we have no time to Talk far- 
ther now ; Confider of it, I cannot but be of the O- 
pinion ftill, that it will be the beft Courfe yoy can 
take ; and wich this, he took his Leave, and the 
seg haftily tog, his Mother and Sifter’s Ringing at 
the Gate, juft at the Moment he had rifen up to go. 

Hx left mein the utmoft Confufion of Thought; 
and he eafily perceiv’d it the next Day, and all the 
reft of the Week, but he had no Opportunity to come 
at me all that Week, till the Suxday after, when I 
being indifpos’d did not go to Church, and he making 


~ fome Excufe ftay’d at Home. | 


ANp now he had me an Hour and Half again by 
my felf, and we fell into the fame. Arguments al] o- 
yer again; at lat, Lask’d him warmly, what Opiai- 
oo Baw be "D3 | 14 - 
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on he muft have of ay Modefty, that he could fap- 
pofe, I fiould 6 muchas entertain a thought of lying 
with twe Brothers? And. aflur’d him it could never 
he: I added, ithe was to tell me that he would never 
fee nic more, than; which nothing but Death could 
be more:Terrible, yet I ‘could never entertain 
a Thought 1o Difhonourablé to my felf, and fo Bafe 
to him; and therefore. I ehrréated him if he-hed one 
Grain of Kefpeé or Affeétion left for me, that he 
would: freak no more of it to me, or that he would | 
pull his Sword out and Kill me. Heappear d: fur priz’d 
at my Obftinacy, as he call’dit, told me Twas unkind 
tc wy felf,and unkind to him in it ; that it was a Cri- 
fis uilook’d for vpon us both, but that he did net fee 
any other way to lave ue: oth from Ruin,” dnd there- 
fore he thought it the more Unkind; but ‘chat if he 
muft fay no more of it to’ me, he added with'an un- 
ufital Coldief:, that he did'ot' know any thing elfe 
we lad to talic ‘ef; and db'he rofe up to take his 
Jeave 3 I rofe yp too, as if: ‘with the fame indifference,’ 
but when he came to give'me as it were a parting 
Kifs, | burft out into fuch a Paffion of Crying, that 
tho” I would have fpoke, I could not, ‘and «717 pref 
fing his Hand, feem’d to'give him: th C Adiea, but 
cry ‘d vehemently. 7 : 
H.e was fenfibly mov’d with this ; : Cy he fat down 
again, and faid a great many kind things tome, but 
ftill urg’d the neceffity of what he had propofed, 
all the while infifting, that if 1 did refufe, he would 
natwithftanding provide for me; -but letting me 
plainly fee, that he would decline me in the main 
Point ; nay, even as a Miltrefs; making it a point 
of Honour not to lye with theWoman, that for ought 
he knew, might one time or other come to be his 
-Brother’s Wife. — - : 2 
Jue kare lofs of ae as a Gallant was.not fo 
much my Ajiliction, as the lof$ of his Perfon, whom 
oa Tov’ : to: PHtracen; : ane the lofs of all eo 
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Expedations I had, and which I always ‘built my 
‘Hopes upon, of having him one Day for my Husband: 
Thefe things opprefs’'d my. Mind fo much, that ia 
fhort, the agoniesof my Mind, threw me intoa high 
Fever, and long it was} that none in the Famuy ex- 
peQed my Life = |. : 
_ I was reduc’d very low indeed, and was o‘ten De- 
Jirious ; but nothing lay fo near me, as-the fear, that 
when I was light Headed, I fhould fay fomething or 
other to his Prejudice; 1 was diftrefs’d in my Mind alfo 
to fee him, and fo he was to {ce me, for he really lov’d 
me moft piffionately.; -but it could not.be 5 there was 
not the-leaft Room to cefire it on.one fide, or other. 
_ Iv: was near five Weeks that I kept my Bed, and 
tho’ the violence of my Fever abated in. three 
‘Weeks, yet it feveral times.return’d ; and the Phy- 
ficians faid two.or three times, they could do no more 
for ne, but that they muft leave Nature :and the 
‘Diftemper to fight it our: After the end of five 
Weeks i grew better, but was fo weak,: fo alterd, 
‘and recover’d fo flowly,. that the Phyficians appre- 
hended_f fhould go into a Confumption; and which. 
_vex’d me moft, they gave their Opinion,. that my 
Mind was. opprefs'd, that fomething troubl’dme, 
‘and in fhorr, that ] was ln Love; upon this, the 
whole Houfe {cs.upon me to prefs me to tell, whe- 
ther [| was.in Love or not, and with who? but as [ 
well might, .I deny’d my being in Love at all. . 
Tuy had on this Occafion a Squable one Day 
about me at Table, that had like to put the whole , - 
Family in-an Uproar, they happen’d to be all at Tahe, * - 
but the Father ; as for me.I wasIil, and in my Chatn- 
ber: At:the. beginning of the Talk, the old Gentle- 
woman who had fent me fomewhat to Eat, bid her 
Maid go up,and ask me if I wonld have any more; 
-but the Maid brought down Word,:I had not Eaten 
halt what fhe had fent mealready. Alas, /ays the 
gid Lady, that poor Girl; fam afraid fhe will never 
| | Da be 
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be wel]. Well’! (ays the elder Brother,How fhouldMrs. 
Betty be well, they fay fhe is in Love? | delieve nothing 
Of it fays the old Gentleman. \ don’t know fans the 
eldeft Sifter, what to fay to it, they have made fuch 
a rout about her being fo Hdndfome, and fo Charm- 
., ing, and I know not what, and that in her hearing 
too, that has turn’d the Creatures Head I believe, 
and who knows what poffeffions ‘may follow fuch do- 
ings? formy Part I don’t know what to make of it. 

W uy Sifter, you muft acknowledge the ‘is very 
Handfome, fays the elder Brother. Ay, anda greatdeal — 
Handfomer than you Sifter, fays Robin, and that’s your 
Mortification. Well, well, that is:not the Queftion, 
fays bis Sifter, the Girl is well enough, and fhe knows 
it, fhe need not be. told of it to make her Vain.‘ 

W.-s .don’t talk of her being Vain, fays the elder 
Brother,: but of her being in Love; may be fhe is in 
Love with herfelf, it feems my Sifters think fo, © 

I would fhe was in Love with me, fays Robin, Id 
quickly put her outof her Pain. What d’ ye mean 
by that Son? fays the old Lady, how can you talk fo? 
Why Madam, fays. Robin again, very honeftly, do 
you think I’d let the poor Girl die for Love, and of 
n e too that is fo near at hand-to be had. Fye Bro- 
ther, fays the fecond Sifter; how can you talk fo? 
Would you take aCreature that has not aGroat in the 
World ?. .Prithee Child, .fays Robin, Beauty’s a Por- 
tion, and good Humour with it, is a double Portion; 
I with thou hadft half her Stock of both for thy Por- 
tion: So there was her Mouth. ftopd. .:: - - 

_ find, fays.the eldeft Sifter, if Betty is not in Love, 
my Brother is; 1 wonder.he has not broke: his Mind 
to Betty, | warrant fhe won't fay NO. . They that 
yield when they are ask’d, fays Robin, are one ftep 
before them that were never ask’d to yield, and two | 
Steps before them that yield before they are ask’d: 
And that’s an Anfwer to you: Sifters : 3 3-0 + | 
., Fuss fir'd the Sifter, and fhe flew into a et 
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and faid, things were (4 to that pafs, that it was 
time the Wench, meaning me, was out of the Family; 
and but that fhe was not fit to be turn’d out, fhe hop’d 
her Father and Mother would confider of it, as foon 
as fhe could be remov’d. 

Robin reply’d, That was for the Mafter and 
Miftrefs of the Bamily, who were not to be taught 
by One, that had fo lictleJudgment as his eldeftSifter. 

Iy runupa greae deal farther; the Sifter Scojd- 
ed, Robin Rally'd and Banter ‘d, but poor Betty loft | 
‘Ground by it extreamly in the Family: ! heard of 
it, and‘cryd heartily, and the old Lady came up 
tome. fome body having told her that I was fo much 
concern’d about it: I complain’d to her, that it was 
‘very hard the Do@crs fhould pafs fuch a Cenfure — 
upon me, for which they had no Ground ; and that 
it was ftill harder, confidering the Circumftances I 
‘was under in the Family ; that I hop’d I had done no- 
thing to leffen her Efteem for me, or given any occa 
fion for theBickering between her Sons andDaughters; : 
and I had more need to think of a Coffin, than of being 
in Love, and beg’d fhe would not letme fuffer in her 
Opinion for an body’s iiftakes, but my own. 

Su was fenfible of the Jufticeof what I faid, but 
told me, fince there had been fuch a Clamour among | 
them, and that her younger Son talk’d after fuch a 
rattling iway as he did ; fhe defird [would be fo 
Faithful to her, as to Anforer her but one Queftion 
fincerely ; 1 told her I would, and with the utmoft 
Plainefs and Sincerity : Why then the Queftion was, 
Whether there was any thing between her Son Robert 
and ime ? I told her with all the Proteftations of Sin- 
cerity that | was ableto make, and as I might well do, 
that there was not, nor ever had been; I told her, 
that Mr. Robert had rattled and jefled, as fhe knew 
it was his way, and that ‘I took it always as I fup- 
pos'd he méant it, to be a wild airy way of Difcourfe 
ae had no Signification in in it: And aftured her, ete 
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‘there was not the leaft tittle of what fhe underftood 
“by it between us; and that thofe who had Suggefted 
‘jt, had done me a great deal of Wrong, aad Mr. 
i-Robert no Service at all. : pe S 
- Jue old Lady was fully fatisfy’d, and kifs'd me, 
‘fpoke chearfully: to me, and bid me take careof my ~ 

Health, and wait for nothing, and fo took her leave: 
-But when fhe came down, fhe found the Brother and 
‘all his Sifters together by the Ears; they were angry 
even to Paffion, at his unbraiding them with their 
: beingHomely, and having never had any Sweet hearts, 
“never having been ask’d the Queftion, their being fo 
“forward .as almoft to ask firft, aad the like: He ralli-— 
‘ed them with Mrs. Berty; how Pretty, how good 
“Bumour'd, how fhe Sung better than they did, and 
“Danc’d better. and how much Handfomer the was 
‘and in doing this, he ommitted no Il]-natur’d Thing 
“¥rat could vex them. The old Lady came down in 
“the height of it, and to ftop it, told them the Dif- 
‘courfe fhe had had with me, and how I anfwer’d, that 
‘there was nothing between Mr. Robert andi. 
1 -Gip’s wrong there, fays Robin, for if there was not 
-agreat deal between US, ‘we should be clofer toge- 
“ther than weare: {told her I Lov’d her hugely, 
“fays be, but I could never made the Jade belreve 
“y was in Barnett, Tdo not know how: you fhould, /ays 
pis Mother, no” body in their Senfes could believe you 
‘were in Earneft, to Talk fo to a poor Girl, whofe 
‘Circumftances you know fowell = i 
* Bur, Prithce Son, adds fhe,fince you tell us you could ~ 
not make her believe you were in Barneft, what muft 
“we believe about it ? for you ramble fo in your Dif 
‘courfe, that no body knows whether you are in Earneft 
Yor in jeft: But ‘as | find the Girl by your own Con- 
feffion has anfwer'd truly, J wifh you would do fo 
too, and tell me fericufly, fo that 1 may depend up- 
onit; Is there any thing init or no? Are you in 
Farneft orno? Are you Diftratied indeed, or are you 
a are ee a ae | ond 
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not?.’Tis a weighty Queftion, I wifh you would: 
make us eafy about it. er | 
By my Faith Madam, /agys Robin, ‘tis in vain. to. 
mince the ‘viatter, or tell any more Lyes about..it, 
Yam in. Earnelt, as nich asa. Manjs, that’s gojag: 
to be Hang’d. If,Mrs.. Betty would fay fhe .Loy’d 
me, and that fhe world iarry me, Id have her .to. 


: ; ‘ ._ | ° w. ‘ ~¢ ; \ 
morrow Mornin® fafting; and fay, To have, and to 


hele, infead of eating my Breakfaft -. ,  .. ¢ 

WELL, Sys che Aarher, Tocn there’s onc. Son lofts, 
and fhe fic it ‘na very mouratul Tone, as one great. 
ly‘cotcern’d at it. Thope not Madam, {ays Robin,. 
no Manis loft, when a good Wiite has found: him.. 


Why but Child,. lays the. old Lady, fhe.is a Beggars 


Why then Madam, the.has the more need of Chati- 
q (aye Robin 5 Pu take her. off. the hands of the ,Pa- 

ifh, anyl fhe and-Vll Beg tqgether.. Its bad Jefting 
fay, Xobin : We’}l come and beg your Pardon,Madam ;, 
and your Plefing Madam, and my-Father’s: This 
is g'! out of the way San, fays the Adorber, if you 
aré i.. Earicft youare s; Jone. - Lam afraid nog, /ays 
be, tov Lam reaiv af--i.1 fhe won’t have me, after, all. 
my Sifters !.:.5°.2, I believe 1 dhall never be able,to 
perfuade hei toit. a a ee 
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T uat’s a fine Yale indeed, fhe is not fo far. 
gone neither, Mrs. Betty is no. Fool, :/aysthe yeang~ 
eft Ser, do you think. fhe has learn’d to fay NO} 
any more than other People? No, Mrs. Adirth-Wir,,. 
fays Robin, Mrs. Betty's no Fool, but Mrs.. Berry, 
may beengaged feme other way, And what then ? 
Nay, fey the eldeft Sifter, we can fay nothing to. that, 
Who muft it be to then? She is never out of the 
Doors, it muft be between you. ! have nothing to fay 
to that, fays Robin, I have.-been examined enough 


see 


there’s my Brother, if it muit be beswcen us, go 


to work with him. = ‘ | 
>-Tuis ftungthe elder Brother to the Quick, and 
is "aa ee ooo Ge “Aa Tare ane 


re 
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he concluded that Robin had difcover’d fomething ¢ 
However, he kept himfelf from appearing difturb’d 3 
Prithee, fays be, Don’t go to fham your Stories off 
upon me, J tell you, I deal in no fuch Ware, I 
have nothing to fay to no Mrs. Berty’s in the Pa- 
rifh , and with that he rofe up and brufh’doff. No, 
fays\ the eldeft Sifter, 1 dare anfwer for my Brother, 
he knows the World better. | 

Tuus the Difcourfe ended ; but it left the ele 
deft Brother quite confounded: He concluded his 
Brother had’ made a full Difcovery, and he began. 
to doubt, whether I had been concern’d in it, of 
not; but‘ with al his Management, he could not: 
bring it about to get at me; at laft he was {9 
perplex’d, that he wasquite Defperate, and rcfolv’d 
he would fee me whatever came of it: Jn order to. 
this, he contriv’d it fo, that one Day after Dinner,. 
watching his eldeft Siffer, till he could fee her go, 
up Stairs; he runs after her, Hark ye Sifter, fay he,- 
Where is this fick Woman ? may not a Body {ee 
her? ‘Yes, fays the Sifter, [believe you may, but let 
me go in ‘rit a little, and I'll tell yon; fo the run 
upto the Door, and gave me Notice, and prefent- 
ly call'd to himagain: Brother, fays fhe, you may 
come in if you pleafe; fo in he came, juft in the 
fame kind of Rant: Well, fays he, at the Door, as 

he came in. Where's this fick Body that’s in Love ? 
_ How do ye do Atrs. Betty, I would have got up out 
of my Chair, but was fo weak I could not for a good 
while; and he faw it and his Sifter too, and fhe 
faid, Come donot ftrive to ftand up, my Brother dc- 
fires no Ceremony, efpecially, now you are fo Weak. 
No, no, Mrs. Betty, Pray fir till, fays he, and fo fits 
bimfelf down in a Chair over againft me, and appear’d 
as if he was mighty Merry. Ce ee 
. e talk’d a:deal of ‘rambling Stuff to his Sifter, 
and to me, fometimes of one thing, fometimes ano- 
thér, on purpofe’ to amufe her, and every now = | 
heen. ee a oe Sa rs thea 
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then would turnit upon the old Story: Pesor Afrsé 
Betty, fays he, Jt isa fad'thing to be iu Love, why it 
has ‘reduced you fadly , at laft I {poke a little, Tam 
glad to fee you fo merry, Sir, fays J, but 1 think the 
Doétor might have found fomething. better to do, 
than to make his Game of his Patients: If | had 
been Ill of no other Diftemper, I know the Pro- 
verb too well to have let himcome to me: What 
Proverb, fays be? What, | 


© Where Love is the Cafe, 
© The Dottor’s an Afs. 


Is not that it Mrs. Betty? | fmilfd, and faid ~ 
’ nothing : Nay, fays he, I think the Effect has prov’d 
it to be Love; for it feems the Doétor has done 
you little Service, you mend very flowly, they fay, 
{ doubt there’s fomewhat in it Mrs. Berry, I doubt 
you are fick of the Incurables, I fmil’d and faid, No, 
indeed Sir, that’s none of my Diftemper. . 
W « had adeal of fuch Difcourfe, and fometimes ° 
Others that fignified as little; by and by he ask’d 
me to fing them a Song; at which |. fmil’d, and 
Maid, my finging Days were over: Ac laft he ask’d 
me, if he fhould Play. upon his Flute to me; his 
Sifter faid fhe believd my Head could not bear it ; 
I bow’d and faid, Pray Madam do not hinder it, I 
love the Flute very much ; then his Sifter faid, well 
do then Brother ; with that he pull’d out the Key 
of his Clofet, Dear Sifter, /ays be, 1am very Lazy, 
do ftep and fetch my Flute, it lies in fuch a 
Drawer, naming a Place where he was {nre it was 
Not, that fhe might bea little while a looking for it. 
_ As foon as fhe was gone, he related the whole 
Story to me of the Difcourfe his Brother had about 
tne, and his concern aboutit, which was the Reafon 
of his contriving this Vifit. I affured him, I had 
fiever Opened thy Mouth, either to his Brothcr, or 
to amy Body elfe: 1 told him.the dreadful Exi- 
gence | 


ott tks ee. tee Se 
gence I was in’;'that my Love to him, and his offer- 
ing to. have me forget that Affe@ion, and remove 
‘ic to another, had thrown me down; and that I 
-had a Thoufand times wifh’d I might Dye, rather 
than Recover, and to have the fame Circumft%ées 
to itruggle with asI had before: I added, that I 
forefaw, that as foonas I was well, I muft quit the 
Family, and that as for marrying his Brother, I 
abhor’d the thoughts of it, after what had been 
my Cafe with him, and that he might depend up- 
on it, I would never fee his Brother again «pon 
that Subfe@: That if he won'd break <li his Vows 
and Oaths, and Engagements vith me, be that be- 
tween his Confcicuce and himfelf: But he thould 
never be able to fay, that I who he had perfwaled 
to call my felf his Wife, and who had given him 
the Liberty to ufe me as a Wife, was not as Faithful 
to him as a Wife ought to be, whatever he might be 
to mie. 7 a 
- He’'was going to reply, and had faid, That he 
‘was forry | could not be perfwaded, and wasa go- 
ing to fay more, but he heard his Sifter a coming, 
anid fo did I ; and yet I forced out thefe few Words. 
asa reply, That I could never be perfwaded to 
Love one Brother, and Marry the other: He fhook 
his Head and faid, Thea I am ruin’dy meaning hime 
felf; and that Moment his Sifter enter’d the Room, 
and told him fhe could not find the Flute: Well 
fays he merrily, This Lazinefs toon't do, fo he gets up 
and goes himfelf to look for it, but comes back 
without it too, not but that he could have found it, 
but he had no mind to Play; and befides, the Er- 
“ rand he fent his Sifter on was anfwer’d another 
way; for he only wanted to fpeak to me, which he 
had done, tho’ not much to his Satisfaction. 
~ | had however a great deal of Satisfaction in ha- 
ving fpoken my Mind to him in Freedom, and with 
fuch an honeft Plainefs, as I have related; and tho” 
- = oS _ it 
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it did mot at all work the way I defired, that isto fay, 
to oblige the Perfon to me the more; yet it took : 
from him all Poffibility of quitting me, but by a. 
down right breach of Honour, and giving up all 
the Faith of a Gentleman which. he had fd often : 
engaged by, never to abandon me,. but to make me 
his Wife as foonas he came to his Eftate. . 

I yr was not many Weeks after this, before I 
was about the Honfe again, and began to grow well ; . 
but I continued Melancholly and Retir’d, which a- 
mazd the whole Family, except he that knew the’ 
Reafon of it; yet it was a great while before he 
took any Notice.of it, and 1, as backward to fpeak 
at he, carried as refpe@fully to him, but never of- 
fer’d to fpeak a Word that was Particular 
of any kind whatfoever ; and this continued for 
Sixteen or Seventeen Weeks; fo that as I expect. | 
ed every Day to be difinifs’d the Family, on Ac- 
count of what Diftafte they had taken another 
way, in which I had no Guilt, I expected to hear 
no more of this Gentleman, aftcr all his. folemn 
Vows, but to be ruin’d and abandon’d. 

Ar laft I broke the way my felf in the Family, 
for my Removing ; for being talking feriouQy with 
the old Lady one Day, about my own Circumftan-. 
ces, and how my Diftemper had left a Heavinefs 
upon my Spirits: The ald Lady faid, I am afraid 
Betty, what I have faid to you about my Son, has 
had fome Influence upon you, ard that you are 
Wielancholly on his Account; Pray will you let me. 
know how the Matter ftands with you both ? If 
it may not be improper, for as for Rebin, he docs 
nothing but Rally and Banter wien I fpeak of it. 
tohim: Why truly Madam, faid J, that Matter. 
ftands as I with it did not, and I fhall be very 
Sincere with you in ict, whatever befalls me. Mr. 
Robert has feveral times propus’d Marriage to me,. 
which is what I had no Reafon to expect, my pect 

ire 
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Circumftances confider’d ; but I have always refifted 
him, and that perhaps in Terms more poflitive 


than became me, confidering the Regard that I 


ought to have for every Branch of your Family: 
But, faid I, Madam, I could never fo far forget 


my Obligations to you, and .all your Houfe, to of-‘« 


fer to Confent to a Thing which I knew mutft 
needs be Difobliging to you, and have poflitively 


told him, that I would never entertain a Thought — 


of that kind, unlefs I had your Confent, and his 
Father’s alfo, to whom I was bound by fo many 

invincible Obligations. 
_ Anon is this poffible Mrs. Betty, fays the Old 
Lady? Then. you have been much Fufter to us than 
we ‘ave been to you 5 for we have all look’d upon you as 
akind of a Snare to my Son, and I had a Propofal 
to make you, for your Removing for fear of st 5 but I 
had not yet mention d it to you, becaufe I was afraid 
of grieving you too much, leaft it fhould throw you 
down again, for we have a Refpett for you fiill, tho’ 
net fo much asto haveit be the Rusn of my Son; but 
if it be as you f:y, we have all wrong’d you very much. 
As to the Truth of whatI fay, Madam, fad J, I 
refer to your Son himfelf, if he will -do me any Ju- 
{tice, he muft tell you che Story juft as i have told it. 
Awa yY goes the Old Lady to her Daughters, and 
tells them the whole Story, juft as I had told it her, 
and they were furpris’d at.it, you may be fure, as 
I believd they would be; one faid fhe could ne- 
ver have thought it, another faid Robin was a Fool 3 
a Third faid, ihe would not believe a Word of it, 
and fhe would warrant that Robin would tell the 
Story another way ; but theold Lady who was re- 
folv’d to go to the buttom of it, before I could have 
the leaft Opportunity of acquaiuting ber Son with 
what had pafs’d, refolv’d too, that fhe would talk 
with her Son imnicdiately, and to that purpofe 
fent for him, for he was gone but toa Lawyer's 
oufe 
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Houfe in the Town, and upon her fending he re- 
turned immediately. ee 

Upon his coming up to them, forthey were all 
together, Sit down Robin, fays the old Lady, 1 muft. 
have fome talk with you ; with all my Heart, Ma- 
dam, fays Robin, looking very Merry, 1 hope it is 
about a good Wife, for | am at a great Lofs in that 
Affair : How can that be, fays bis Afother, did not 
you fay you refolv’d to have Mrs. Betty? Ay, Ma- 
dam, fays Robin, but there is one that has forbid 
the Banns: Forbid'the Banns, who can that be ? 
Even Mrs. Berty herfelf, fays Robin. How fo, 
fays bis Mother, have you ask’d her the Quftion 
then ? Yes indeed Madam, {ays Robin, 1 have at- 
tack’d her in Form five times fince fhe was Sick, 
and am beaten off; the Jade is fo ftout, fhe won’t 
Capitulate, nor Yield upon any Terms, except fuch 
as I can’t effectually grant: Explain your felf, 
fays the Mother, for 1am furpris’d, | do not under- 
‘{tand you, I hope you are not in Earnett. 

W uy, Madan, fays he. the Ca‘e is plain enough 
upon me, it explains its felf; fhe won’t have me, 
fhe fays, is not that plain enough? J think ’tis 
plain, and pretty rough too ; Well, but, /ays the Afo~ 
ther, you talk of Couditions, that you cannot grant, 
what does fhe want a Settlement? Her Joynter 
ought to be according to her Portion ; what does 
fhe bring? Nay, as to Fortune, fays Robin, fhe 
is rich enough ; Iam fatisfied in that Point; bue 
*ris _I that am not able tocome upto her Terms, 
‘and fhe is poffitive fhe will not have me without. 

Here.the Sifters putin, Madam, /ays the Second 
Sifter, ’tis impoffible to be ferious with him, he 
will never give a dire& Anfwer to any thing 3; vou 
had better let him alone, and talk no more of it, 
you know how to difpofe of her ont of his way, 
Robin was a little warm’d with his Sifter’s Rudenefs, 
but he was even with her pyefently, there wa 
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forts of People, Madam, fays he, turning to his Mo. 
ther, that there Is no contending with, that is a 
wife Body and a Fool, ’tis a. little hard I fhould 
engage with both of them together. 

Tuer younger Sifter then put in, we muft be 
_ Fools indeed, fays fhe, in my Brother’s Opinion, 
that he fhould make us believe, he has ferioufly ask’d 
Mrs. Betsy to marry him, and fhe has refus’d him. | 

Anfwer, and Anfwer not, fays Solomon, reply'd her 
Brother : When your Brother had faid that he had 
ask’d her no lefs than five Times, and that fhe 
poflitively denied him, methinks a younger Sifter 
need not queftion the Truth of it, when her Mo- 
ther did noc: .My Mother you fee did not under- 
{tand it, fays the Second Sifter: Ther’s fome Dif-_ 
ference, fays Robin, between defiring me to explain 
it, and telling me fhe did not believe it. | 

Wetut but Son, fays the Old Lady, if you are 
difpofed to let us into the Myftery of it, What 
were thefe hard Conditions? Yes Madam, /fays 
Robin, 1 had done it before now, if the Teazers © 
here had not worried me by way of Interruption : 
The Conditions are, that,1 bring my Father and 
you to Confent to it, and without that, fhe protefts 
fhe will never fee me more upon that Head ; and 
the Conditions, as I faid, 1 fuppofe | fhall never 
be able to Grant; 1 hope my warm Sifters will be 
anfwer’d now, aud blufh a little. | 

Tuts Anfwer was furprifing to them all tho’ 
lefs to the Mother, becaufe of what I had faid to 
her ; as to the Daughters they ftood Mute a great 
while 5 but the Mother faid with fome Pafhon, 
- Well J heard this before, but I could not believe 
it, but if it is fo, then we have all done Beory 
_ wrong, and fhe has behav’d better thanI expe@ed 3 
Nay, fay: the eldeft Sifter, if it is fo, fhe has ated 
Handfomely indeed::. I confefs, fays the Mother, it 
wasnone of her Fault,if he was enough Fool to takea 
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Fancy to her; but to give fuch an Anfwer to him, | 
fhews more Refpec to us, than I can tell how to 
exprefs ; I fhall value the Girl the. better for it, as 
Jong’ as I know her. But I fhall not, /ays Robin, 
unlefs you will give your Confent: Ill confider of 
that a while, fays the Muther, I aflure you, if there 
were not fome other Objections, this Condué of 
hers would go a great way to bring me to Con- | 
fent: I wifh it would go quite thro’ with it, /ays 
Robin; if you had as much thought about making 
me eafy, as you have about making me Rich, you 
would foon Confent to it. 

W uy Robin, faysthe Mother again, are you real 
jy in Earneft? Would you fain have her? Really 
Madam, fays Robin, I think *tis hard you fhould 
queftion me again upon that Head: I won’t fay 
that I will haye her, how can I refolve that Point, 
when you feel cannot have her without your Con- 
fent ; but this I will fay, 1 am Earneft, that I will 
never have any Body elfe, if Ican help it; Berty 
‘or na Body is the Word, and the Queftion which 
of the Two fhall be jn your Breaft to decide Ma- 
dam, provided only, That my good humour’d Sifters 
herey may have no Vote un tt. ee , 
ALL this was dreadful to me, for the Mother 
began to yield, and Robin prefs'd her Home in it: 
On the ather hand, fhe advifed with the Eldeft Son, 
and he ufed all the Arguments in the World to 

erfwade her to Confent ; alledging his Brother’s 

affionate Love for me, and my generous Regard to 
the Family, in refufiag my own Advantages npon 
fuch a nice Point of Honour, and a Thoufand fuch 
Things: And asto the Father, he wasa Man in a 
hurry of publick Affairs, and getting Money, fel- 
dom at Home, thoughtful of the maig Chance, but 
deft all thofe things to his Wife. | 
~ You may eafily believe, that when the Plot was 

thus, as they rhenght broke out; It wag not fo Difi- 
is ee ans eee cult, 


1 fhall be afraid to own you 
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’ cult, or fo Dangerous, for the Elder Brother, wh® 


no Body fufpeé&ted of any thing, to have a freer 
Accefs than before: Nay, the Mother, which was 
puft as he wifhed, Propos’d it to him to talk with 
Mrs. Betty; it may be Son, faid fee, you may fee 
farther into the Thing than I ; and fee if fhe has 
been fo Poffitive as Robin fays fhe has been, or no. 
This was as well as he could with, and he as it were 
vielding to talk with me at*his Mother’s Requett, 
fhe brought me to him into her own Chamber 5 
told me her Son had fome Bufinefs with me at her 
Requeft, and then fhe left us together, and he fhut 
the Door after her. , | 

He r came back to me, and took me in his Arms 
and kifs’d mevery Tenderdy; but told me it was 
now come to that Crifis, that I fhould,make my 
felf Happy or Miferable, as long asI liv’d: That 
if 1 could not comply to his Defire, we fhould be 
both Ruin’d. Then he told me the whole Story 
between Robin as he call’d him, and his Mother, 
and his Sifters, and es as above: And .now 
dear Child, fays be, confider what it will be to 
matry a Gentleman of a good Family, in good 
Circumftances, and with the Confent of the whole 
Houle, and toenjoy all that the World can give 
you; And whaton the other. hand, to be funk into | 
the dark Circumftances of a Woman that has loft 
her Reputation ; and that tho’ I thall be a private 
Friend to you while | live, yet as I fhall be fufpe- 
ted always, fo you will be afraid to fee me, and 
He gave me no time to Reply, but went on. 
with methus: What has happened between us Child, 


fo long as.we both agree to. do fo, may be buried and, 


forgotten: f fhall always be your fincere Friend, with- 
out any Inclination to nearér Intimacy, when you become 
my Sifter; and we fhall have all the honeft part of 
Couverfation without any Reproaches between us, of ba- 
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ving done amifs: I beg of you to confider it, and do not 
Stand inthe way of your own Safety and Profperity 3 
and.to fatisfy you that I am Sincere, added he, I here of- 
fer yau Five Hundred Pounds to make you fome amends. 
for the Freedoms Ihave taken with yous which we fall 
look upon as fome of the Follies of our Lives, which ’tis 
hoped we may repent of. a 

He fpoke this in fo much more moving Terms 
than it is. pofible for me to exprefs, that you 
may fuppofe as he held me above an Hour and Half 
in that Dilcourfe, fo. he anfwer’d all my Obje@ions, 
and fortified his Difcourfe with all the A:guments 
that humane Wit and Art could devife. 

I. cannot fay however, that any thing he faid 
made Jmpreffion enough upon me, fo as to give me 
“any thought. of the Matter, till he told me at 
laft very plainly, that if I refus’d, he was forry to 
add, that he could never go on with me in that 
Station as we ftood before ; that tho’ he lov’d me 
as well as ever, and that I was as agreeable to him ; 
yet the Senfe of Virtue had not fo far forfa- 
ken him as to fuffer him to lye with a Woman that 
. his Brother courted to make his Wife ; that if he 
took his Leave of me, with a denial from me in this 
Affair, whatever he might do for me in the Point of 
Support, grounded on his firft Engagement of main- 
taining me, yet he would not have me be furpris’d, 
that he was ob:ized to tell me, he could not allow 
himfelf to fce me any more ; and that indecdI could, 
not expec it of him. | | 

I received this Ilaft Part with fome Tokens of Sur- 
prize and Diforder, and had much ado, to avoid 
finking down, for indeed I lov’d him to an Extra- 
vagance, not eafy to imagine ; but he perceiv’d my 
Diforder, and entreated me to confider fcrioufly of 
it, aflured me that it was the only way to preferve 
our mutual Affection ; that in this Station we mighe: 
love as Friends, witk a Paffion, and with 
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a love of Relation untainted, free from our own 
juft Reproaches, and free from other Peoples Sufpi- 
cions: That he fhould ever acknowledge his happi- 
nefs owing to me; that he would be Debtor to me 
as long as he liv’d, and would be paying that Debt 
as long as he had Breath : Thus he wrought me up, 
in fhort, to a kind of Hefitation in the Matter ; 
having the Dangers on one Side reprefented in live- 
Ty Figures, and indeed heightn’d by my Imagination 
of being turn’d out to the wide World, a meer Caft- 
off Whore, for i was no lefs, and perhaps expos’d as 
fuch; with little to provide for myfelf; with no 


' Friend, noA cquaintance inthe whole World, out of 


that Town, and there I could not pretend to ftay ; alt 
this terrify’d me to. the laft Degree, and he took 
care upon all Occafions to lay it home to me, inthe 
worft Colours;on the other hand, he fail’d not to fet 
oe eafy profperous Life, which I was going to 
ive. a ee os 
He anfwer’d all chat I could obje@ from Affectti- 


on, and from former Engagements, with telling me 


the Neceffity that was before us of taking other Mea- 
fures now; and as to his Promifes of Marriage, . 
the Nature of things, be faid, had putan End to that, 
by the Probability of my being his Brother’s Wife, 
before the time to which his Promifes all referr’d. 
 Tuusin a Word, 1 may fay, he reafon’d me 
out of my Reafon ; he conquer’d all my Arguments, 
and I began to fee a Danger that I was in, which E 
had not confidered of before, and that was. of be- 
tng drop’d by bothof them, and left alone inthe 
World to fhift for my felf. 

Tuts, and his Perfwafion, at length prevail’d 
with me to Confent, tho’ with fo much Reluance, 
that it was eafy to feel fhould go to Church, like 
a Bear to the Stake;1 had fome little Apprehen- 
fions about me too, leaft my new Spoufe who by 


- the way, I had not the leaf Affection for, aie 


: ose 
be Skilful enough toChallenge me on another Ac- 


count, upon our firft. coming to Bed together 5 but 
whether he did it with defign or not, 1 know not 35 
but his elder Brother took care to make him very. 
much Fuddled before he went to Bed, fo thatI had 
the SatisfaGtion of a drunken Bed fellow the firftNight: 
How he did it 1 know not, but I concluded that 
he certainly contriv’d it, that his Brother might be 
able to make no Judgment. of the difference be- 
tween.a Maid and a. married Woman, nor did he 
, ever entertain any Notions of it, or diiturb his 
Thouzhts about it. Pee : 

I fhould go back a little here, to where 1 Icft 
off; the elder Brother having thus managed me, his 
next Bufinefs was to manage his Mother, and he 
never left till he had brought her to acquiefce, and 
be paffive even without acquainting the Father, o- 
ther than by Poft Letters:. So that fhe confented 
- toour Marrying privately, lesving her to manage 
the Father afterwards. | Bees 

Tren he cajol’d with his Brother, and perfwa- 
ded him what Service he had done him, and how he 
had brougit his Mother to Confent, which tho’ 
True, was-not indeed done to ferve him, but to 
ferve himfelf ,; but thus diligently did he cheat him, 
and had the Thanks of a faithful Friend for fhift- 
ing off his Whore into his: Brother's Arms for a 
Wife. So naturally do. Men give up Honour and 
Juftice, and even Chriftianity to fecure themfelvcs. 

I muft ‘now come back to Brother Robin, as we al- 
ways call’d him, who having got his Mother’s Con- 
fent, as above, came big with the News to me, and 
told me the whole Story of it , witha Sincerity fo | 
vifible, that1 muft confefs it griev’d me, that I muft 
be the [nftrument to abufe fo honeft a Gentleman ; 
but there’ was no Remedy, he would have me, and 
] was not oblig’d to tell him, that i was his Bro- 
ther’s Whore, tho’ [I had no other way to put him 
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off; fo I came gradually into it, and behold we 
were married. a | | 

| Mode sty forbids me to reveal the Secrets of 
the Marriage Bed, but nothing could have happen’d 
more fuitable to my Circumftances than that, as a- 
bave, my Husband -was fo Fuddled when he came to 
Bed, that he could not remember in the Morning, 
whether he had had any Converfation with meor 
no, and I was obliged to tell him he bad, tho’ in 
reallity Fe had not, that I might be fure he could 
make no enquiry about any thing clfe. 

I r concerns the Story in Hand very little to enter 
Into the farther Particulars of the Family, or of my 
felf, for the five Years that I liv’d with this Hus- 
band, only to obferve that I had two Children by 
him, and that at the end of the five Years he died : 
He had been’ really a very good Husband to me, 
and we liv’d very agreeably together; but as he 
had not received much from them, and had in the 

Jittle time he liv’d acquir’d no great Matters, fo my 
Circumftances were not great, nor was I much mend- 
ed by the Match: Indeed I had preferv’d the el- 
der Brother’s Bonds to me, to pay me 500 /.- which 
he offered me for my Confent to marry his .Bro- 
ther ; and this with what I had faved of the Mo. 
ney he formerly gave me, and about as much more 
by my *usband, left me a Widow with about 12001, | 
ia my Pocket. | | | | 

M y two Children were indeed taken happily off 
of my Hands, by my Husband’s Father and Mother, 
and that wasall they got by Mrs. Betry. 

I confefs I was not fuitably affected with the lofs’ 
of my Husband ; nor can I fay, that I ever lov’d. him 
as | ought to have done, or was fuitable to the 
good Ufage I had from him. for he was a tender, kind, 
good humour'd Man as any Woman could defire ; 
but his Brother being fo always in my Sight 
at‘leaft while we were in the Country, was a continual 

snare 
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Snare to me; andI-never was in Bed with my: 
Husband, but I wifh’'d my felf in the Arms of his. 
Brother ; and tho’ his Brother never offer’d me the: 
leaft Kindnefs that way, after our Marriage, but, 
carried it juft as a Brother ought to do; yet it was. 
impoffible for me to do foto him: In -fhort,} com- | 
mitted Adultery and Inceg¢¢ with him every Day in + 
my Defires, which without doubt, , was as effectually- 
Criminal. oo ee 8 de nastthe 
Berore my Husband dy’d. his elder Brother 
was married, and we being then remov'd to London,y, 
were written to:by:the ald Lady to .come and be 
at the Wedding ; my Husband went, but I pretend- 
_ ed Indifpolition, fo! ftaid behind; for in fhort, [I 
‘ could not bear the fight of his being given to another 
Woman, tho’ Il knew I was never.to have him my. 
felf. | Sas ce 25 
I was now as above, left loofe to the World, and 
being ftill young and handfome, as. every Body faid 
of me, and I affure you I thought my felf fo, and with 
a tolerable Fortune in my Pocket, I put no finall 
Valne upon my felf:: | was courted by fevera] very 
confiderable Tradefmen, and particularly very 
warmly by one, a Linnen-Draper, at whofe Houle 
after my Husband’s Death I took a Lodging, his 
Sifter being my. Acquaintance ; here I had all the 
Liberty, and Opportunity to be Gay, and appear 
in’ Company that 1 could defire. my Landlord’s 
Sifter being one of the Madelt, Gayeit things alive, 
and not fo much Miftrefs of her Vertue,as | thoughe 
at firft fhe had been: she brought me into a World 
of wild Company, and even brought home feyeral 
Perfons, fuch ds fhe lik’dwell enoush tv Gratify, to fee 
her pretty Widow: Now as Fame and Fools make 
an Affembly, I was here wonderfully carefs’d; and 
abundance of Admirers, and fuch as call’d them- 
fJelves Lovers ; but 1 found not one fair Propofil 
among thera all; as for their common Defign, uae 
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I underftood too well to be drawn into any moré 


Snares of that Kin¢: The cafe was:alter’d with 
me, I had Money in my Pocket, and had nothing to 


fay to them : I had been trick’d once by rhae © 


Cheat call’d Love, but-the Game was over, I was re- 
folvd now to be married or nothing, and to be 
well married or not at all. , | 


‘ Tlov’d the Company indeed of Men of Mirth 


and Wit, and was often entertain’d with fuch, as I 


was alfo with others; but I found by juf€ Obfer-: 


vation, that the brighteft Men came upon the dull- 


_ef Errand, that 1s to fay, the dulleft, as to what. 


I aim’d at; on the other hand, thofe who came 
with the beft Propofals were the dulleft and moft 
difagreeable Part of the World: I was not averfe 
to a Tradefman, but then I would have a Tradef- 
man, Forfooth, that was fomething of a Gentleman 
too ; that when my Husband had a mind to carry 
me to the Conrt, or to the-Play, he might become a 


Sword, and look as like a Gentleman, as another ~ 


Man ; and not like one that had the mark of his A- 
pron-ftrings upon his Coat, or the mark of his Hat 
upon his Perriwig ; that fhould look as if he was fet on 
to his Sword, when his Sword was put on to him, 
and that carried his Trade in his’ Countenance. 

Wert, at laft I found this amphibious’ Crea 
ture, this Land-water-thing, call’d, a Gentleman- 
Tradefman, and as a juft Plague upon my Folly, I 
@vas catch’d in the very Snare, which, as I might fay, 
I laid for my felf. 

Tu1s wasa Draper too, for tho? my Comrade 
-would have bargain’d for me with her Brother; 


yet avhen they came to the Point, it was it feems — 


for a Miftrefs, and I kept true to this Notion, that 
a Woman fhould never be kept for a Miftrefs, that 
had Money to make her felf a Wife. | 

~Tuus my Pride, not my Principle, my Money, 
not my Vertue, kept me Honeft ; tho’ as it prov’d. 
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_ .J found I had much better have been Sold 
by my She Comrade, to her Brother, than have fold 
my felf as1 did to a Tradefnian, that was Rake, 
: Gentleman, Shopkeeper, and Beggar all together. 
Bur I was hurried on( by my Fancy toa Gén- 
. tleman) to Ruin my felf in the grofleft Manner that 
ever Woman did; for my new Husband coming toa 
Jump of Money at once, tellinto fuch a Profufion 
_of.Expence, that all I had, and all he had would not 
have held it out above one Year. . 
_. Eg was very fond of me for about a quarter of 
a Year, and what I got by that, was, that I had the 
Pleafure of feeing a great deal of my Money fpent 
. ppon my felf': Come, my Dear, {ays he to me one Day, 
' foal we go andtake.a turn into the Country for a Week ? 
Ay ‘my Dear, fays J, Whither would you go? I care 
! net ‘whither, Says he, but I have a mind to look like 
, Quality for aWeek, we'll goto Oxford, fays he: How 
fays J, thall we go, 1 am no Horfe-Woman, and ’tis 
too far fora Coach: Too far, fays he, xo Pl.ce is 
-too far for a Coach and Six: If I carry you ont, you 
frall Travel like a Dutchefs: Hum, fays J, my Dear 
 *tis.'a_Frolick; bat if'you have a mind to it F don’t 
care? well'the time was appointer’, we had a Rich 
Coach, very good Horfes, a Coachman, Poftillion, 
-and two, Footmen in very good Liveries; a Gen. 
‘tleman on Horfeback, and a Page with a Featherin 
his + at epon another Horfe ; the Servants ali call’d 
» him. my Lord, and I was. her Honour, the Canntefs,a 
«and thus we travel’d to Oxford, auda pleafant Jour- 
sMley we had.; for give him his duc, not a Beggar.a- 
Jive knew better. how to bea Lord than my Huse 
. band: We faw all the Rarities at Oxford, talk’d 
_ with two or three Fellows of Colicges, about putting 
a, Nephew, that was leit to his Lordfhips Care to 
the Univerfity, and of their being his Tutors 5 we 
diverted our felves with bantering feveral other poor 
Scholars, with hopes of being at leaft his Lordthip’, 


Chap. 
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Chaplain and putting on a Scarf; and thus having 
liv’d like Quality indeed, as to Expence; we went 
away for Northampton, and in a Word, in about 
Twelve Days ramble came Home again, to the 

Tune of about 93 /. Expence. . 
Vanity isthe Perfetion of a Fop 3; my Hus- 
band had this Excellencé, that he valued nothing of 
Expence ; as his Hiftory you may be fure has very 
little weight in it, ’tis enough to tell you, that m 
about two Yeais and a Quarter he Broke, got isto 
a Spunging-Houfe, being arrefted in an A@ion too 
heavy for him to give Bail to, fo he feat for me to 

come to him. | ok a 
Ir was no furprife to me, for! had forefeen fome- 
thing before that all was going to Wreck, and had 
_ been taking care to referve fomething if I could for 
my felf: But when he fent for me, he behav’d 
much better than I expe&ed: Hetold me plainly, 
"he had plaid the Fool and fuffer’d himfelf to be 
_forprizd which he might have prevented ? thac 
now he forefaw he could not ftand it, and therefore 
he would have me go Home, and in the Night take 
away every thing I had in the Houfe of any Value 
~ and fecure it ; and after that, he told me, ‘that :if 
I could get away 100 /, or 200/. in Goods out of 
the Shop, I fhould. doit, only, fays be, let me know 
nothing of it, neither what you take, or whither you 
_ carry it, for as for me, fays be, | am refolv’d to get 
_ out of this Houfe and be gone; and if you never 
hear of me more, Aty Dear, fayshe, I wifh you well 5 
I am only forry for the Injury I have done you: He 
‘faid fome very handfome Things to me indeed at 
Parting ; for J told you he was a Gentleman, and that 
was ali the Benefit | had of his being fo; that he 
ufed me very handfomely, even to the laft, only 
{pent all I had, and left me to Rob the Creditors 
for fomething to fubfift on. 
— H ow - 
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However, I did as he bad me, that you maybe fure, 
and having thus taken my leave of him I never faw 
him more ; for he found means to break out of the 
the BailifPs Houfe that Night, or the next: How I 
Knew not, for I could come at no Knowledge of any 
thing, more than this, that he came Home about 
three a Clock in the Morning, caus’d the reft of his 


Goods to be remov’d intothe A4int, and the Shop 


to be fhut up 5 and having rais’d what Money he 
could, he got over to France, from whence I had one 
or two Letters from him, and no more. 

I did not fee him when he came Home, for he hav- 
ing given me fuch Inftructions as above, and I hav- 
ing made the beft of my Time; I had no more Bu- 
finefs back again at the Houfe, not knowing but [ 
might have been ftop’d there by the Creditors ; for 
a Commiffion of Bankrupt, being foon after Ifived, they 
might have ftop’d me by Orders from the Commif- 
fioners: But my Husband having defperately got out 
from the Bailiff’s by letting himfelf down from almoft 
the top of the Houfe, to the top ofanother Building, 
and leaping from thence, which was almoft two Stoe 
ries, and which was enough indeed to have broken 
his Neck: He came home and got away his Goods, 


before the Creditors could come to Seize, that is to 


fay, before they could get out the Commiffion, and | 
be reddy:to fend their Officers to take Pofleflion. - 
‘| My Husband'was fo civil to me, for frill I fay he 
was much of a Gentleman, ‘that in the firft Letter he 
wrote me, he let me know where he had Pawn’d 20 
Pieces of fine Holland for 30/. which were worth a. 
bove 90/.‘and enclos’d me the Token, ‘for the tak- 
ing them up, paying the Money, which Idid, and 
made in time above too/. of them, having Leifure © 
to cut them, and fell them to private Families, as 

opportunity offer’d. aa a 

i HowrveR with allthis, and all that I had fe- 
cur’d before, I found upon cafting things yp, my Cafe 
ae ee ee a Was 
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was very much alter’d, and my Fortune much lef- 
fen’d ; for including the Hollands, and 4 parcel of fine. 
Mullins, which | carry’d off before, and fome Plate, 
and other things; ! found I could hardly mufter up 
§00 /, and my Condition was very add, for tho’ I had 
no Child, (/ bad had one by my Gentleman Draper, bat 
- ir was buried,) yet] was a Widow bewitchd,:] had 9 
Husband, and no Husband, and | could not pretend 
to Marry again, though | knew well enough my Hus- 
band would never fee Exgizndany more, if he liv’d fif- 
ty Years: Thus I fay,1 was limited. from Marrlage,what 
Offer foever might be made me; and I had not one 
Friend to advife with, in the Condition J was in, at 
jeaft not one who | could Truft the Secret of my:Cir- 
cumftances to, for if the Commiffianers were to have 
been inforia’d where I was, I fhould have been fetch’d 
up, and all I had fav’d be taken away. | a 
’ Uvon thefe Apprehenfions, the firft thing I did, 
was to go quite out of my:Knowledge, and go by ano- 
ther Name: This I did effectually, for I went into 
the Mint too, took Lodgings in a very private Place, 
drefs’d me up in the Habit of a Widow, and call'd my 
felt Mrs. Flanders. ——- 

Here, however! conceal’d my felf, and tho’ my 
‘new Acquaintance knew nothing of me, yet I foon got 
a great deal of Company about me ; and whether it be 
that Women are fcarce among the People.that gene- 
rally are to be found there ; or that fome Confolati- 
on inthe Miferics of that Place, are. more requifite 
than on other Occafions, I foon found that an agre- 
able Womanwas exceedingly valuable among the Sons 
of Affliction there; and that thofe that con’d nat pay 
~Halfa Crowa inthe Pound to their Creditors, and run 
in Debt at the Sign of the. Bui for their \Dinners, 

world yet find Money for a Supper, if they lik’d the 
Woman. | Pe ee . 
 - How ever, I kept my felf fafe yet, tho’ 1 began 
“Vike my Lord ReciefFer’s Miftrefs, that lov’d his Com- 
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pany, but would not admit him farther, to have the 
Scandal of a Whore, without the Joy; and upon this 
{core tir'd with the Place, and with the Company too, 
I began to think of Removing. 

Ir was indeed a Subje@ of Itrange RefleQion tome, 
to feeMen in the moft perplex’d Circumftances, who 
were reduc’d fome Degrees below being ruin’d, whofe 
Families were Objects of their own Terror and other 
Peoples Charity ; yet while a Penny lafted, nay, even 
beyond it, endeavouring to drown their Sorrow in 
their Wickednefs; heaping up more Guilt upon 
themfelves, labouring to forget former things, which 
now it was the proper time to remember, making 
-more Work for Repentance, and Sinning on,’ as ‘a 
Remedy for Sin paft. oe 
_ Bor it is none of my Talent to preach 3 thefe Men 
were too wicked, even for me; there was fomething 
horrid and abfurd in their way of Sinning, for it was 
all a force even upon themfelves ; they did not only 
a& againft Confcience, but againft Nature, and no- 
thing was more eafy than to fee how Sighs would in-~ 
terrupt their Songs, and palenefs and anguifh fit up- 
on their Brows, in fpight of the forc’d Smiles they 
put on; nay, fometimes it would break out at their 
very Mouths, when they had parted with their Mo- 
ney for a lewd Treat, ora wicked Embrace ; I have 
_heard them, turning about, fetch a decp Sigh, and 
cry what a Dog am J! Well Betty, my Dear, I'll drink 
thy Health tho’, meaning the Honeft Wife, that, per- 
_haps had not a Half Crown for herfelf, and three or 
. four Children : The next Morning they were at their 
Penitentials again, and perhaps the poor weeping 
Wife comes over to him, either brings him fome Ac- 
count of what his Creditors are doing, and how fhe 
and the Children are turnd out of Doors, or fome 
other dreadtul News; and this adds to his felf Re- 
proaches ; but when he has thought and por’d on it 
till he js almoft Mad, haying no Principles sb sh 
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him, nothing within him, or above him, to Comfort 
him; but finding it all Darknefs on every Side, he 
flies to the fame Relicfagain, viz. to drink it away, 
‘debinch-it away, and falling into Company of Men 
in juft the fame Condition with himfelf, he repeats 
‘the Crime, and thus he goes every Dayone Step on- 
ward of his way. to Deftru@ion. © | 
I was not wicked enough for fuch Fellows as thefe 
yet, onthe contrary, | began to confider here very 
ferioufly what I had todo; how things ftood with 
me, and what Courfe [ ought to take: | knew I had 
“no Friends, no aot one Friend, or Relation in the 
World ; and that little I had left apparently wafted 
which when it was gone, I faw nothing but Mifery 
‘and Starving was before me: Upon thefe Confidera - 
tions, | fay, and fill’?d with Horror at the Place 1 was 
‘in, Trefolu'd to be gone. — 
I had made an Acquaintance with a fober good fort 
“of a Woman, who was a Widow too like me, but in 
better Circumitances ; her Husband had been a Cap- 
tain of a Ship, and having had the Misfortune to 
be Caft away coming Home from the Weft Indies, was 
fo reduc'd by the Lofs, that tho’ he had faved his 
_ Life then, it broke his Heart, and kill’d him after- 
wards, and his Widow being pertued by the Creditors 
_was fore’d to’ take Shelter in the Mint: She foon 
made things up: with the help of Friends, and was at 
Liberty again ; and finding that I rather was there ta 
be conceal’d, than by any particular Profecutions, 
and finding alfo that [agreed with her, or rather fhe 
‘with mein a juft Abhorrence of the Place, and of the 
Company; fhe invited me to go home with her, till 
I could put my felf in fome pofture of fettling in the 
World to my Mind; withal telling me, that it was 
Ten to One, hut fome good Captain of a Ship might 
take a Fancy to me, and Court me, in that part of 


the Town where fhe liv’d. 
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J accepted of her Offer, and was with her half a 
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Year, and fhould have beenlonger, but in that inter 
val what fhe propos’d to me happen’d to herfelf, and 
fhe marry’d very much to her Advantage; but whofe 
Fortune foever was upon the Increafe, mine feem’d to. 
be upon the Wane, and I found nothing prefent, ex- 
cept two or three Boatfwains, or fuch Fellows, but 
as for the Commanders they were generally of two 
Sorts. 3. Such as having good Bufinets, that is to, fay, 
a good Ship, refolv’d not to Marry, bute with Ad- 
vantage. 2. Such as being out of Employ, wanteda 
Wife to help them to a ship, Lmean. (1.) A Wife, 
who having fome Money could enable them to hold 
a good parto. a Ship themfelves, fo to encourage 
Ownérs to come in; Or (2.) A Wife, whoif the had 
not Moncy, had Friends who were concern’d in Ship- 
ing, and fo could help to put the young Man into 
a good Ship, and neither of thefe was my Cafe ; fu 
1 look’d like one that was to lie on Hand. 

Tuis Knowledge I foon learnt by Experience, 
viz. That the State of Things was altered, aS to Ma- 
trimony, that Marriages were here the Confeqnences 
of politick Schemes, for forming Interefts, carrying 
on Bufinefs, and that Love had no Share, or but 
very little in the Matter. oo : 
_ Tuat, as my Sifter in Law, at Colchefter had faidy 72, 
Beauty, Wit, Manners, Senfe, good Humour, good: *” * 
Behaviour, Education, Vertue, Piety or any other 
Qualifitation, whether of Body or Mind, had no pow- 
er to recommend : ThatMoney only madeaWoman a 
greeable: That Men chofe Miftreffes indecd by the 
puft of their’ Affediion, and it was requifite fora, 
Whore to be Handiome, well fhap’d, have a good 
Mein, and‘a graceful Behaviour ; but that for a Wife, 
no Defoymity wonld fhock the Fancy no ill Qualities 
the. Judgment 5 the Money was the thing 3 the Por- 
tion was aeither crooked, or Monftrous, but the 
Money wasalways agtceable, whatever the Wife was. 

Qn the other Hand, 4s the Market run all on the — 
| F- Mens 
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Mens fide, 1 found the Women had loft the Privilege’ 
of faying No; that it was a.Favour now for a Wo- 
‘man to have The Queftion ask’d, and if any young 
Lady had. fo much Arrogance as to Counterfeit a 
Negative, fhe ‘never had the Opportunity of denying 
twice ; much lefs of Recovering that falfe Step, and 
accepting what fhe had feem d to decline: The Men 
had fuch Choice every where, that the Cafe of the Wo- 
men was very unhappy ; for they fecm’d to Ply at eve 
rv Door, and if the Man was by great Chance refus’d at 

one Houfe, he was fure to be receiv’d at the next. 
Bzesipesthis, I obferv’d that the Men made no 
fcruple to fet themfelves out, and to goa Fortune- 
Hunting, as they call it, when they bad really no For- 
tune themfelves to demand it, or Merit or deferve it; 
and-they carry’d it fo high, that a Woman was fcarce 
allow’d to enquire after the Character or Eftatc, of 
the Perfon that pretended to her: This, I had an 
Example of; in a young Lady at the next Houfe to 
me, and with whom I had contracted an Intimacy 3; 
fhe was Courted by a young Captain, and tho’ fhe 
had -near 2000/, to her Fortune, the did but enquire 
-of fome of hts Neighbours about his Charater, his 
Morats, or Subftance; and he took Occaficn at the 
next Vifit to. let her know, truly, that he tookit very 
all, and that he fhould not give her.the Trouble of 
his Vifits any'‘more: I.heard of it, and I had begun 
my Acquaintaace with her, I went to fee herupoa it : 
She enter’d into a clofe Converfation with me about 
it, and unhofom’d herfelf very freely 5 | perceived 
_ prefently that tho’ fhe thought herfelf very ill us’d, 
yet the had no: power to refent it ; that fhe’ was ex- 
ceedingly piqu’d fhe had loft him,. and parti- 
cularly that. another of. lefs Fortune had gain’d-him: 
- TL fortity’d her Mind againff fuch’a Meannefs, as 
Fcalld it; told. her, that.as.Jow as I was inthe 
World, would have defpis’d a Manthat fhonld think 
I onght to take him uponshis own Recomméndafion 
| only, 
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only; alfo J told her, that as fhe had a good Fortune, 


She had no need to ftoop to theDifafter of the Times 
that it was enough, that the Men could infult us 


that had but little Money, but if fhe fuffer’d fuch 


an Affront to pafs upon her without refenting it, fhe 
would be render’d low-priz’d upon all Occafions, 
that a Woman can never want an Opportunity to be 
Teveng’d of a Man that has us’d her ill, and that 
there were ways enough to humble fuch a Feflow as 
that, or elfe certainly Women were the moft unhap. 
py Creatures in the World. _- 

She was very well pleas’d with the Difcourfe, and 
told me ferionfly that fhe would be very glad to 


- make him fenfible of her refentment, and either to 


bring him on again, or have the Satisfa@tion of her 
Revenge being as publick as pofMfible. 

I told her, that if fhe would take my Advice, I 
would tell her how fhe fhould obtain her Wihtes ia 
both thofe things; and that I would engage I would 
bring the Man to-her Door again, and make him beg 
to be let in: She fmil’d at that, and foon let me fee, 
that if he came to her Door, her refentment was not 
fo great, to let him ftand long there. © . 

— However, fhe lifteried very willingly to myOffer of 
Advice; fo Jrold her, that the firft thing fhe ought 
to do, was a piece of Jufticé to herfelf ; namely, that 


_ whereas he had reported among the Ladies, that he 


had left her, and pretended to give the Advantage of 
the Negative to himfelf, fhe fhould take care to have 
it well fpread among the Women, which fhe could 
not fail of an Opportunity todo, that fhe had enqui- 
red into his Circumftances, and found he was not the 
Man he pretended to be: Let them be.to}d too Ma- 
dam, /aid J, that you found that he was not the Man 
you expected, and that you thought it was not f- fe 
to meddle with him, that you heard he. was of an 
ili Temper, and that he boafted how he had us‘d the 
Women ill upon many Occafions, and that particu- 
| 3 “Pas: °° -Jarly 
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Jarly he was deBauch’d in his Morals, ec. The Saft 
of witich indeed had fome Truth in it; but [did not 
find that the feem’d to like’ him much the worle for 
that part a | 7 | 
She came moft readily into all this, and immediate- 
ly fhe went to Work to find [nfttuments, fhe had 
very little difficulty in the Search ; for telling her 
Story in general toa Couple of her Goffips, it was 
the Chat of the Tea Table allover that part cf the 
Town, and | met with it where ever I vifited: Al- 
- fo, as it was known that I was acquainted with the . 
young Lady her felf, my Opinion was ask’d very of-, 
ten, and I confirm’d it with all the neceflary Aggra- 
vations, and fet out his Character in the blackeft Co- 
lours ; and as a piece of fecret Intelligence, J added, 
what. the Goflips knew nothing of, viz. That I had 
heard he wasin very bad Circumftances; that he 
was under a neceffity of a Fortune to fupport his In- 
tereft with the Owners of the Ship he Commanded :_ 
That his own Part was not paid for, and if it was 
not paid qiickly his Owners would put him out 
of the Ship, and his Chief Mate was likely to Com. 
mand it, who offer’d to buy, that Part which the 
Captain’ had promis'dto take. = | 
_ LT added, for 1 was heartily piqu’d at the Rogue, 
as Ical’d him, that Thad heard a Rumour too, that 
he hada Wife alive at Plymouth, and another in the 
Weft Indies, a thing which they all knew was not very 

uncommon for fuch kind of Gentlemen. _ 
Tuts work’d as we both. defir’d it, for prefently 
the young Lady at the next Door, who had'a Father and 
Mother that Govern’d both her, and her Fortune, was 
Shut wp, and her Father forbid him the Houfe: Alfo 
wn one Place more the Woman had the Courage, 
however firange it was, to fay No; and he could try 
no wheré but he was Reproached with ‘his Pride, and 
that he pretended not’ ‘to give the Women leave to 
enquire nitd his Character, ana the like.- 
- , Saat By 
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B y this,.time he began to be fenfible of his miftakc, 
and f{eeing all the Women on that fide the Water 
alarm'd, he went over to Ratcliff, and got accels 
to fome of the Ladies there; but tho’ the young Wo- 
men.there too, were according to the Fate of the 
Day, pretty willing to be ask d, yct fuch was his 
ill luck, that his Charaéter follow’d him over the 
Waters; fothat tho’ he might have had Wives enough, 
yet it did not happen among the Women that had 
good Fortunes, whichwas.whathe wanted. 

Bu t this was not.all,fhe very ingenioufly manag'd 
another thing her felf,.for fhe gota young Gentle- 
man, who was a Relation, tocome:and vifit her two 
or three.timesa Week ina very fine Chariot and good 
Liveries, and her two Agents and. falfo, prefently 
fpread a Report all over, that this Gentleman came 
to Court.her ; that he was a Gentleman of a Thou- 
fand Pounds a Year, and that he was fallen in Love 
with her,. and that.fhe was going to her Aunc’s in 
the City, becaufe it was inconvenient for the Gen- 
tleman. to.come to her with his Coach to Rorher- 
hith,. the Streets being fo narrow and difficule. 

_. TH 1s took immediately, the Captaia was Jaugh’d 
atin all Companies, and was ready to hang himfelf, 
he tried all the ways poffible to come at ker again, 
and wrote:the moaft paffionate Letters to her jn the 
World, aud in, fhort, by great Applicatjan, abgained 
leave to wait on her again, as be gid, ogly to clear 
-his Reputation. . re 

A t..this meeting fhe had her fpll Revenge of him; 
for fhe told him, fhe wonder’d what he toak her to be, 
that fhe fhould admit any Man.to a Treaty of f9 
much Confequence, as that of Marriage, without cn- 
quiring into bis Circumftances ; that if he thoughe 
fhe was to be huff d into Wedlock, and that fhe was 
in the fame Circumftgnces whiclr her Neighbours 
might be in, viz. to tgke up with the firft goal 
Ghriftiag that came, he was miftakens hap in 4 
| — FG wrt 
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word his Charaéter was really bad, or he was very 
ill beholden to his Neighbours ; and that unlefs he | 
could clear up fome Points,in ‘which fhe had juftly 
been prejudiced; fhe had no more to fay to him, 
but give him the Satisfaction of knowing, that fhe 
was not afraid to fay NO, either to him, or any 
Man elfe. ee et a. | 
W171 that fhe told him what fhe had heard, or 
vather raisd herfelf ‘by my Means, of his Charatters 
his not having paid for the’‘Part he pretended to 
ownof the Ship he Commanded ; of the Refolution 
of his Owners’ to ‘put him out-of the Command, and 
to puthis Matein his ftead’;'and of the Scandal 
rais'd’ on his Morals; his having been réproach’d 
with fuch and fuchWomen, ahd his having a Wife at 
Plymouth, and another in theWe/t: Indies, and the like ; 
and fhe ask’d him whether ‘fhe had not good Reafon, 
if thefe things were not clear’d up, to refufe him, and 
to infift upon having SatisfaGtion in Points fo figni- - 
ficant asthey were? 0s Se, ee 
H « was fo confounded at her Difcourfe that he — 
could not anfwer a Word, and fhe began ‘to -be- 
lieve that ai] was true, by his: Diforder, tho’ ‘fhe | 
knew aa fhe had been the Raifer of the Reports 
erfelf, , . ; 1% ee Ser Ma 

, ArreR fome time he recovered a little, and 
from that time was the moft humble, modeft,‘and 
importunate Man alive in his Courthip. °°: | 
Suez ask’ him, if he thought fhe was fo at her 
Jaft Shift, that fhe.could or ought to bear fach 
Treatment,and if he did not fee that fhe did not want 
thofe who thought it worth their while co come far- 
ther to her than he did, meaning the Gentleman 
who fhe had brought to vifit her by way of fham.. 
_ Swe brought him by thefe Tricks to fnbmit to 
all poffible Meafures to fatisfy her, as well of his 
Circumftances,' as of his Behaviour. He brought 
cr undéniable Evidence of his having paid for his 
ge ae part 


| ( 71) 
part of the Ship ; he brought her Certificates from — 
his Owners, that the Report of their intending to 
remove him from the Command.of. the Ship. was 
falfe and groundlefS ; in fhort, he was quite there- 
verfe of what he.wasbefore. a | 

Tuus | convinced her, that if the’ Men made 
their Advantage of our Sex in the Affair of Marriage, 
upon the Suppofition of. there being fuch.a Choice 
to be had, and of the Women being fo eafy, it was 
anly owing to this, that the Women wanted Cou- 
rage to maintain. their Ground, and that according 
to my Lord Rocheffer © 7 


© A Woman’s ne'er fo ruin'd but foe can 
© Revenge herfelf on her Undoer, Man. 


A rtTe#R thefe things this young Lady plaid her 
part fo well, that tho’ fhe refolv’d to have him, and 
that indeed having him was the main bent of her 
Defign, yet. fhe made his obtaining her be TO H! M 
| the moft difficult thing in the World 5 and this the 

did, not by a haughty referv’d Carriage, but bya juft - 
Policy, playing back upon him his own Game ; for 
as he pretended bya kind of lofty Carriage, to place 
himfelf above the o¢cafion of a Charadter, fhe broke 
with him upon that Subje&, and at the fame time 
that fhe made kim fubmit to all poffible enquiry af- 
ter his Affairs, fhe apparently fhnt the Door againft 
his looking into herewn. | 

Ir was enough to himto obtain her for a Wife, 
as to what fhe had. fhe told him plainly, that as 
che knew her Circumftances, it was but juft fhe 
fhould know his; and tho’ at the fame time he had 
only known her Circumftances by common Fame, 
yet he had made fo many Proteftations of his Paf- 
fion for her, that he could ask no more but her 
Hand to his grand Requeft, and the like ramble ' 
according to tie Cuftom of- Lovers: In fhort, he left 
Sa  F4 him 
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himfelf no room ask any more Queftions about her 
Efgate, and fhe took the Advantage of ic’; for fhe 
placed part of her Fortune fo in Truftees, without 
letting him know any thing of it, that it was quite 
_ out of his Reach, and made him be very well con- 
tented with the reft. i A ae ee 

Ir is true fhe was pretty well befides, that is to 
fay, the had about 1400 J. in Money, which the 
' gave him, and the other, after fometime, fhe bronght 
to light, as a Perquifite to herfel’, which he was to 
accept as a mighty Favour, feeing though it was not 


— to be his, st might eafe him in the Article of het: 


Particular Expences ; and I muft add, that by this 
Coadud, the Gentleman himfelr became not only 


more humble in his Applications to h'r to obtain’ 


her, but alfo was much tre more an oblizing Huf- 
band when he had her: ( cafinot but remind 
the Ladies how much they place themfelves below 
the com.woaa Station of a Wife, which if [ may be 
allow d not tobe Pa tinlis low cnonzh al-éady , 7 
fey, they place t-emfelves below their common 
Station, and p epare their own Mortifications, by 
their fabmitting fo to be infiilted by the Men be- 
fore-Land, which I confcfs I fceno Neceflity of. 
Tuts Relation may ferve thereore to let the 
Yadies fee, that the Advantage is not fo much oa 
the other Side, as the ‘en think itis; and tiat 
tho’ it may be true, the Men have but too much 
Choice among us; and that fome Womea may be 
found, who will Difhonour themfelves, be Cheap, 
and too Eafy to come at; yet if they will have 
Women worth having, they may find them as un- 
comeatable as ever ; and that thofe that are othere 
wife have often fuch Deficiencies, when bad, as ra- 
ther recommend the Ladies that are difficult, than 
éncourage the Men to goon with their eafy Court- 
fhip, and expe& Wives equally valuable that will 
come at firt Cal °° a oe 
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.NoruHuinG is more certain, than that the Ladies 
always gain of the Men, by keeping their Ground, 
and letting their pretended Lovers {ce they can Re- 
‘fent. being flighted, and that they are not afraid of 
faying NO. They infult us mightily, with telling 
us of the Number of Women; that the Wars and the 
Sea, and Trade, and other Incidents have. carried 
the Men fo much away, that ther¢ is no Proportion 
between the Numbers of- the Sexes 5; but -I am far 
from granting that the Number of the Women is fo 
great, or the Number of the Meg fo: fmall ; but if 
— they will have me tell the Truth, -the Difadvantage 
of the Women is a terrible Scandal upon the Men, 
and it liés here only; Namely, that the. Age is fo 
‘wicked,’ and the Sex fo Debauch’d, that in fhort 
the Number of fuch Men, as an honeft Woman 
ought to meddle with. is {mall indeed; and it is but 
here‘and there that a Man is to be found who is fit 
for an honeft Woman to ventnre upon. 

' Bur'the Confequence even of that too amounts - 
to no more than this; that Women pught to be 
the more Nice 5 for how do we know the juft Cha- 
racter o} the Manthat makes the Offer? To fay 
‘that the Woman fhould be the more’ eafy on this 
Occafion, is to fay, we’ fhould ‘be the forwarder to 
venture, becaufe of the greatnels of the Danger, 
Whichis very abfurd. ~ © + 7” 7 
Own the contrary, the Women have ten Thoue 
fand times the more Reafon to be wary,.and backer _ 
ward, by how much tre hazard of being befray’d 
is the greater, and would the Ladies act the wary 
-Part, they would difcover every Cheat that offer’d ; 
for, in hort, the Lives: of very few Men now a- 
Days will bear a Character ; and if the Ladies do 
but mzkea little Enquiry, they would foon be able 
to diftinguith the Men, and deliver themfelvcs: As 
for Women that do not think their own Safety worth 
their owo ‘Thought, that impaticnt of their af 
) a a bre es ye © tate: 
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State run into Matrimony, as'a Horfe rufhes into 


_ the Battle ; I can fay nothing to them but this, tha¢ 


they area Sort: of Ladies that-are to be pray’d for 
among the reft of  diftemper'd People, and 
they look -like'People that venture.their Eftates in. 
a Lottery where there is a Hundred muouaine 


Blanks to one Prize 


'N o Man of. common. Senfe will valine a Woman 
the fefs for not giving. up herfelf at the firft Attack, 
or for not accepting his Propofal witheut. enquiring 
into his Perfon or Charadter.;on the contrary, he 
‘mot. think her ‘ the: weakeft of call’ Creatures 
as the ' Rate of Men now . goes: tn fhort, he 
muft havea very contemptible. Opinion, of ‘her: 'Ca- 


. “pacities, that having but one Catt for her Life, fiall 


-caft that: Life away ‘at‘once, ‘and make Matrimony ~ 
“like Death, be Leap. in the Darks~ 


{ would fain shave the Congutt «of .: my. Sex a 
littled regulated tia::this- Particular, which is the 
fame thifig in which of. all the Parts of Life, I think 
“ac this time wwe: fuffer. moft in: ;’Fis-nothing but 


“lack of | ‘Courage, the-fear of not “being married ‘at . 
all, and‘of -that frightful State of Life, call’d an 


old Maid. ‘This, I fay, is the Wowan’s Snare ; but - 


“would the Ladies: once: but get aboye. that Fear, 


and: manage rightly;. they would nore certainly a- 


void it by ‘ftanding their Ground, in-a Cafe fo ab- 
“folutely neceflary to their Felicity, "than by expofing 
“‘themfelves. as they.do; and if they didnot marry — 
‘fo’ foon they’ would: make themfelves amends by 
‘marrying fafer; fhe is always: married too fooa, 


‘who'gets a bad Husband, and fhe is never married 


_t00 late, who getsa good one: In a Word there 
“Is no Woman, Deformity, or loft Reputation excepted, 
“but if fhe manages well may be married fafely. ong 
‘time or others but if fhe precipitates herfeif, jc 
Se ten Thonfand to one but fhe is undone. — 
But I come. now: to my own Cafe, in which 


Pe we. there 


| 
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there was at this time no little Nicety. The Cire — 
cumftances I wasin, made the Offer of a good Hus- 
band, the moft neceflary thing in the World to nte; 
but | found foom that to be made:Cheap and Eafy, 
wasnot the way: It foon began to be found that 
the Widow had no Fortune, and to fay this, was to 
fay-all chac was Ill of me: Betng well Bred, Hand- 
fome, Witty, Modeft and Agreeable; all which I 

ad allow’d to my Charaéer, whether jultly, dr 
fio, is not to-the Purpofe: I fay, all thefe would 


. not do without the Drofs. in fhort, the Widow they 


faid had no Money! eae 
» L-refolv’d therefore that it was neceflary,to.change - 


' my Station, and make a new Appearance in fome 


other Place, and even to pafs by another Name if 
i found Occafion. | i 
~ - communicated my Thoughts to my Intimate 
Friend the Captain’s Lady, who] had fo faichfully 
ferved in her Cafe with the Captain; and who was 
as ready to ferve mein the fame kind as 1 could 
defire: I made no fcruple to lay my Circumftances 


. open to her, my Stock was but low, for I had made 


fet themfelves out as Perfons meriting a Woman 


but abont s4o/. at the Clofe of my laft Affair, and 


*. ¥ had -wafted fome of that: However, I had about 


460 /. lett, a great ‘many very-rich Cloths, # Gold 
Watch, and fome Jewels, tho’ of no extraordinary 
Value, and ‘about.3°9 or 4o/. left in Linnen not dif= 
POsd- Of. 2 860% OS ge es ee 
- M y Dear and Faithful Friend, the Captain's Wife 
was fo fenfible of the Sérvice I had: done her in the 
Affair above, that fhe was not only a fteddy Friend 
to me, but knowing my Circumitances, fhe frequently 
made me Prefents a3 Money came into her Hands ; 
fch as fully amounted to a Maintainance; fo thae 
I {pent none of my own 3 and at laft fhe made this 
unhappy. Propofal to me, wzs that as we had ob- 
ferv’d, as-above, how the Men made no fcruple: to 
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of Fortune of their own; it was but juft to deal 
with. them in their own way, and if it was poffible 
- to deceive the Deceiver. | | 

T ue Captain’s Lady, in fhort, put this Project 
into my Head, and told me if I would be rul’d by 
her I fhould certainly get a Husband of Fortune, 
without leaving him any room to Reproach me with 
want of my own: I told her that ! would give up 
my felf wholly to her DireGions, and that I would 
have neither Tongue to fpeak, or Feet to ftep in that 
A ffair,but.as fhe fhould dire&l me; depending that fhe 
would Extricate one out of every Difficulty that fhe 
— me into, which fhe faid fhe would anfwer 
or. 
Tue firft Step fhe put me upon, was to call her 
Coufin, and goto.a Relation’s Houfe of hers inthe 
Country, where fhe dire@ed me; and where the 
brought her Husband to vifit me, and calling me 
Coufin, fhe work’d Matters fo about, that her 
Hysband .and fhe together invited me moft p flio- 
nately to come fo Town and with them, for they 
now liv’d in a quite different Place from where 
they were before. In the next Place fhe tells her 


_ 


Husband that I had at leaft tsco/, Fortune, and ; 


that I was like to havea great, deal more. | 

I+ was enough to tel) her Husband this, there 
needed nothing on my side; 1 was but to fit fill and 
. wait the Event, for it prefently went all over the 
Neiginbourhocd that the young Widow at Captain 
’s was a Fortune, that fhe had at Jeaft 15002 
and perhaps a great deal more, and that the Capiain 
faid fo, and if the the Caprain was ask’d at any time 
about me, he made no fcruple to affim, tho’ he 
knew not one Word of the Matter, other than that 
his Wife had told him fo; and in this he thought 
_no Harm, for he really believ'd it to be fo. With 
the Reputation of this Fortunc, | prefently found my 
fel: blefs'd with Admirers enough, and that J had 
7 , my 
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my Choice of Men, as they faid they were, which 
by the way confirms what I was faying before: This 
being my Cafe, I who had a fubtil Game to Play, had 
nothing now to do but to fingle out from them 
all, the propereft Man that might be for my Pur- 
pofe ; that is to fay,the Man who was moft likely to 
depend upon the hear fay of Fortune, and not en- 
quire too far into the Particulars; and unlefs J did 
this, J did nothing, for my Cafe would not bear much 
Enquiry. | _ 

I pick’d out my Man without much Difficulty, by 
the Judgmeart I made of his way of courting me; 1 
had let him’ run on with his Proteftations that he 
lov’d me aboveall the World; that if 1 would make 
him happy, that was enough 5 all which | knew 
was upon Suppofition that I was very Rich, tho’ I 
never told hima Word of it my felf. | 

THis was my Man, but I wastotry him to the . 
Bottom, and indeed in that confifted my Safety, 
. for if he baulk'd, I knew ! was undone, as furely 
as he was undone if he took me; and if: I 
did not niake fome feruple about his Fortune, it was 
the way to lead him to raife fome about mine ;and. 
firft therefore, I pretend on all Occafions to doubt 
his Sincerity, and told kim perhaps he only courted 
me for my Fortune ; he‘ftop’d’ my Mouth in that 
Part, with the Thunder of his Proteftations as a- 
bove, but ftill ! pretended to dotbt. | 

Ont Morning he pulls off his Diamond Ring, 
and writes upon the Glafs of the Sath in my Cham- 
ber this Line, | = : 

You I Love, aud you dlone. =? 
¥ read it and ask’d him tolend me the Ring, with 
which | wrote under ic thns,, © 

And foin Love fays every ones! 
= takes his Ring again, and writey another Line: 
t US, e.My Me oe 
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Virtue alone is an Eftate. 
I borrowed it again and I wrote under it, 

But Money's Virtue, Gold ss Fate. : 3 
. He colour’d as red as Fire to fee me turn fo quick 
upom him, and in a kind of Rage told me he would 
Conquer me, and wrote again thus, 7 

I {corn your Gold, and yer I Love, , 

I ventor’d all upon the laft caft of Poetry, as youll 
fee, for I wrote boldly under his laft. 

I'm Poor: Lets fee howkind you'll prove. 
This wasa fad Truth to me, whether he believ’d 
me or no I could nottell; I fuppofed then that he 
did not. However he flew. to me, took me in his 
Arms, and kiffing me very eagerly, and with the — 
greateft Paffion imaginable, he held me. faft tillhe 
call’d for a Penand Ink, and told me, he could not wait 
the tedious writing on a Glafs, but pulling outapicce . 
of Paper he began and wrote again,. 

_, Be mine with all your Poverty. 

I took his Pen a follow’d, immediately thus, 

; Yet fecretly you hope I Lye. | 

_ -He told me that was unkind, becaufe it was not 

juft, and that I put him upon contradicting me, 

which did not confift with good Manners, and there- 

fore fince I had infenfibly drawn him into this Poe- 

tical {cribble, he beg’d I would not oblige him to 

break it off, fo he writes again, oo 

Let Love alone be our Debate. 

I wrote again, | 

She loves enough that does not hate. 

This he took for a favour, and fo laid down the 

» Cudgels, that isto fay the Pen; I fay, he took it 

for a Favour, and a mighty one it was, if he had 

known all: However he took it asI meantit, that 

is, to let him think [ was inclin’d to go on with 

him, .as indeed I had Reafon to do, for he was the 

beft humour’d merry fort of a Fellow that I ever 

met with; and! oftea refle&ed how doubly Bl 
na 
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. nal it was fo.deceive fuch a M an; but that Necef 


fity, which prefs’d me to a Settlement fuitable to . 
my Condition, was my Authority for it, and cer-- 
tainly his Affection to me, and the Goodnefs of his 
Temper, however they might argue againft ufing him | 
il], yet they ftrongly ee to mé, that he! would: 
Better take the Difappointment, than fome fiery 
temper’d Wretch, who might have nothing: to: re> 
commend him but thofe Paffions which would ferve’ 
only to make a Woman miferable. 

Besives, tho f had jefted with him (as he fap- 
pos’d it) fo often about my Poverty, yet when he 


- found it to be true, he had fore clofed all manner of 


Objeétton, feeing whether he was in jeft or in-ear- 
neft, he had delar’d he took me without any Regard 
to myPortion, and whether! was in jeft orin earneft, 
I had declar’d my felfto.be very‘Poor, fo that in 
Word, 1 had him faft both ways ;-and tho’ he-might 
fay a‘terwards he was cheated, yet he cone never . 
fay that‘! had cheated him. 

He purfued me clofe after this, and as: I faw 


there was no need to fear lofing him,-£ play’d the fhe 


different Part with him longer than Prudence might 
otherwife have dictated tome: ButI confidei’d how 
much this Caution and Indifference wonid give me. 
the Advantage over him, when 1: fhould come ta 
own my Circumftances'to him ; and I managed it the 
more warily, becanteI found heinfer’d from theace, 
that I eitherhad the more Moncy, Gr the more judg- 
ment, and would not veriture at-all. 

I took the freedom one Day to tell him, ne it 
was true I had recciv’d the Compliment of.a Lover 
from him, namely, toat he would take me without 
enquiring into my Fortune, and I would make him 
a fuitable Return in this, viz. that | would. make 
as little enquiry into his as confifted with Reafony 
but { hoped he would allow me to ask fume Greftr 
ons, which he-fhould anfiver-or not: as:. he. thoughe 
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- fit ; one of thefe Queftions related to our —_ 


of Living, and the Place where, becaufe I had hear 
he had a. great Plantation in Virgizia, and I told 
him I did not care to be Tran!ported. 


I] 2 began from this Difcourfe to let me Volun- 


tarily into all his Affairs, and to tell me ina frank 
open way, all hisCircumftance:, by which] found he 
was very well to pafs in the World ; but that great 
part of his Eftate confifted of three Plantations, 
which he had in Virgézia, which brought himin a 
very good Income of about 300/. a Year; but thati 

he was to live upon them, would bring him in four 
times asmuch , very well, thought J, you fhall carry 
me thither then as foon as you pleafe, tho’ I won’t 
tell you fo before hand. 

I jefted. with him about the Figure he would 
make in Virginia; but I found he would do any thing 
I defired, fo | turn’d my Tale; I told him I had 

ood Reafon not to defire to go there to live, becaufe 
if his Plantations were worth fe much there, | had 


not a Fortune fuitable to a Gentleman of 12004. 


a Year as he faid his Eftate would be. | 
He reply’d hedid not ask what my Fortune was, 
he had told me from the beginning he would not, and 
he would be as good as his Word ; but whatever 
it was, he aflured me he would never defire me to 
goto Virginia with him, orgo thicher himfelt with- 

out me, unlefs | made it my Choice. | | 
At, this you may be fure, was as I wifh’d, and 
indeed nothing could have happen’d more perfely 
agreeable ; I carried iton as far as this with a fort 
of Indifferency, that he often wonderd at, and I 
mention itthe rather to intimate again to the Ladies 
that nothing but want of Courage for fuch anIn- 
differency,makes our Sex fo cheap,and prepares theni 
to be ill us’d as they ate; would they venture the 
Lofs of a pretending Fopnow and then, who carries it 
high upon the point of his own Merit, they would 
| cores 
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am'told that Captain 
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certainly be flighted lefS, and courtéd more ; had I 
difcovered really what my great Fortune was, and 
that in ail { had not full 500 7. when he expected 
15007. yet I hook’d him {o faft, and play’d him fo 
Jong tht I was fatisfied he would have had ime in 
my worit Circumftances$ and indeed it was lefS a. 
Surprize to him when he learnt the Truth, than it 
would have been, becaufe having not the leaft Blame 
to lay on me, who had carried it with an Air of 
Indifference to the laft, he could not fay one Word, 
except that indeed he thought it had been more, but 
that if it had been lefs, he did not repent his Bar- 
Sain ; onlythat he thould ‘not be able to maintain © 
me fb well as he intended, | 
In fhort, we. were married, and very happily 
married on my fide, I aflure you, as to the Man; 
or he was the beft humour’d Man that ever ‘Woman 
had, but his Cirftumftances were not. fo good as I 
imagined, as on the other hand he had not better’d 
himielt fo much as he expeted. mo 
W HEN we were married I was fhrewdly put to- 
it to bring him that little.Stock | had, and to let 
him fee it was no more; but: thcre was a Necefliey 
for it, fo I took my Opportunity one Day when we 
were alone, to enter into a fhort Dialogue: with 
him about ic. My Dear; faid I, we have been 
Married a Fortnight, is it not time to let you know 
whether you have got a-Wife with fomething or 
with nothing? Your own time for that -my Dear, fays 
he, J am fatisfied I have got the Wife I loves I have 
wot troubled you much, {ays he, with my Enquiry after 
ate ; : - ~ 
_T Ha 1's true, faid I, but Lhave a great Difficulty 
about it, which I fearce know how to mannage. 
Whae’s that my Dear, fays he? Why, fays T, “tis a 
little hard upon me, and °tis harder upon you ; { 
~, (meaning my Friend’s 
Husband) bas told you I had a great deal more 
nn Mats G ges than 
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than ever I pretended to have, and I am fure I 
never employ’d him to do fo. 

W ext, fays he, Captain , many have told 
me fo, but what then, if youbave not fo much, that m 
lye at his Door, but you never told me what you had, 
fo Ihave no Reafon to blame: you if yok have nothing at 
all, ; a a | 

Tuat is fo juft,. faid I, and fo generous, that it 
-makes my having but a little a doubleAfflicton to me- 

Tu & .lefs you have my Dear, fays he, the worfe for 
us both but Thope your Affliction is not causd for fear 
I fhould be ankind to you, for want. of a Portion , Noy 
no, if you have nothing tell-me, plainly, I may perbaps tell 
the Captain he has cheated me, but I can never fay you 
have, for did not you give it under your Hand that you 
was Poor, and fo I ought .to expelt you.to be. — 

We tt, faid J, my Dear, lam-glad I have not 
been concern’d in deceiving you before Marriage, 
if I deceive you fince, "tis ne’er the worfe; thar I 
am Poor, ’tis too true, but not fo Poor as to have no- 
thing neither ; fo I pull?’'d out fome Bank Bills, and 
gave him about a Hundred and Sixty Pounds, there 
fomething my Dear, fays J,.and not quite all nei- 
ther. - .- eae 2 oo 

{ had brought him fa near to expecting nothing, 
by what I had faid before, that the Money, tho’ the 
Sum was {mall in it felf, was doubly welcome ; he 
own’d it was more than he look’d for, and: that he 
did notqueftion by my. Difconfe to him, but that 
my fine Cloaths, Gold Watch, and a Diamond 
Ring or two had been.all my Fortune. > | 

{ let him pleafe himfelf with that 160 /. two 
or three Days, andthen having been abroad that 
‘Day, and as if I had been to fetch it, { brought him 
a Hundred Pounds more ‘home in Gold, and told 
him therewas a little more Portion for him; and in 
fhort, inabouta Week more | brought him 189 /. 
more, and about 60 /. in Linnen, which I. made him 
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believe I had been obliged ‘to: take with the TOO f. 
which I gave him -in ‘Gold, as aCompofition for a 
Debt 0° 6oo/. being little more than five Shillings 
in the Pound, and. ovcr-valued too. _ aoe 
AND. now, my Dear, fays I to him, ¥ am very 
forry totell you, that I have given you my whole 
Fortune ; I added, that if the Perfon. who had my: 
600 /. had not abus’d mé, I had been worth a Thou- 
fant Pouad to him, but that as it-was, I had been 
faithful, and referv’d nothing to my felf, but if it 
had been more he.fhould have had jt. - _ 

He was fo obliged by the Manner, and fo pleas’d 
With the Sum, for he had been in a terrible Fright 
Jeaft it had been nothing at all, that he accepted it 
very thanktully: And thus! got over the Fraud of 
paling for a Fortune without Money, and cheating a 
Man into Marrying me on pretence of it; which, 


by the way,\ take to be one of the moft dangerous 


Steps a Woman-can take, and in which fhe runs the 
moft hazzards of being ill ufed afterwards. | 
M y Husband, to give him his due, wasa Man of 


“infinite good Nature, but he was no Fool; and 


finding his Income not fuited to the manner of Li- 
ving which he-had intended, if | had brought him 
what he expe@ed, and being under a Difappoint- 
ment in his returnof his Plantations in Virginia, he. 
difcovered many times his Inclination of going over 
to Virginia, to live upon his own > and often would ~ 
be magnifying the way of living there, how Cheap, 


how Plenti ul, how Pleafant, and the like. . 


1 began prefently to underftand his meaning, and 
I took him up very plainly one Morning, and told 
him that I did fo ; that | found his Eftate turn’d to 
no Account at this Diftance, compar’d'to what it 
would do if he liv’d upon the Spot, and that | found 
he had a mind tOego and live there; that | Was 
fenlible he had been difappointed ina Wife, and thar 


fiading his Expe@ations not anfwerd that way, | 
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could do no lefs, to make him amends, than tell him; 
that | was very willing to go to Virginia with him 
and live there. 

H « faid a Thoufand kind things to me upon the 
Subje& of my making fucha Propofal to him: He 
told methat tho’ he was difappointed in his Expe- 
Gations of a Fortune, he was not difappointed ina 
Wife, and that I was all to him that a Wife could 
be, but that this Offer was fo kind, that ‘is was 
more than he could exprefs. | 

T o bring the story fhort, we agreed to go; he 
told me that he hada very good Houfe there well 
furnifh’d, that his Mother ltv’d in it, and one Sifter, 
which was. all the Relations he had; that as foon 
as he came there, they would remove to another 
Honte which was her own for Life, and his after 
her Deceafe; fo that I fhould have all the Houfe to 
my felf, and I found it all exactly as he faid. 

W & put on board the Ship, which we went in, a 
large quantity of good Furniture for our Houfe, 
with Stores of Linnen and other Neceffaries, anda . 
good Cargoe for Sale, and away we went. 

T o give an Account of the manner of our Voyage, 
which was long and full of Dangers, is out of my 
way, I kept no Journal, neither did my Husband; - 
all chat I can fay is, that after a terrible Paflage, 
frighted twice with dreadful Storms, and once with 
what was ftill more terrible, I mean, a Pyrate, who 
came on board and tock away almoit all our Provi- 
vifions 5; and, which would have been beyond all to 
me, they had once taken my Husband. but by Ine 
treatics were -prevail'd with to leave him: I fay, 
after all thefe terrible Things, we arriv’d in York 
River in Virginia” and coming to our Plantation, we 
were received with all the Tendernefs and Affed- 
sui (¢by my Husband’s Mother) tat coald ‘be ex- 
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W « liv’d here all together, my Mother-in-law, 
at my Entreaty, continuing in the Houle, for fhe was 
too kind a Mother to be parted with; my Husband 
likewife continued the fame at firft, and I thought 
my felf the happieft Creature alive, when an odd 
and furprizing Event putan end to all that Felicity 
in a Moment, and rendred my Condition the. mo 
uncomfortable.in the World. . _. | | 

_M y Mother was.a mighty chearful good hu- 
mour’d old Woman, I. may call her fo, for her Son 
was above Thirty: I fay, fhe was very plceafant 
good Company, and us’d to entertain me in Partica- 
lar, with abundance of Stories to divert me, as well 
of the Country we were in, as of the People. 

AmoneG the reft, fhe often tcld.me how the 


greateft part of the Inhabitants of that Colony came 


thither in very indifferent Cirumftances from Eng- 
land; that, generally {peaking, they were of two 
Sorts, either (1.) fuch as were brought over by Mae 
fters of Ships to be fold as Servants;,or (2.) fuch 
as are Tranfported after having been found guilty 
of Crimes puniihable with Death. _ 

WHEN they come here, fays fhe, we make no 


difference, the Planters buy them, and they work 


together in the Field till their timeis out ; when 
3 ® e 3 e . e 
tis expir'd, faid fhe, they have Encouragement gi- 
ven them to Plant for themfelves ; for they have a 


certain Number of Acres of Land.allotted them by 
the Country, and they go to work to clear and cure 


the Land, and then to Plant it with JYobacco and 


‘Corn for their own Ufe ; andas the Merchants will 


truft them with Tools, and Neceflaries, upon the 


Credit¥of their Crop before it is grown, fo they 
-again Plant every Year a little more than the Year 


before, and fo buy whateyer they want with the 
Crop that is be‘ore them. Hence Child, fays phe. 
many a Nemgate-Bird becomes a greit Man, and 
we have, continuzd fhe, feveral Juitices of the Peace, 
| G 3 Officers 
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Officers of the Train’d Bands:and Magiftrate’ of 
the Towns they livein, that have been burnt in the 
Hand. ° «eC a , 

SH was going on with that: part of the Story, 
when her own part in itinterruped her, and witha 
great deal of good humour’d Confidence fhe told 
me; fhe was one of the fecond fort of Inhabitants 
herfelf; that fhe came away openly. having ventur’d 
too far in a Particular Cafe, fothat fhe was become 
a Criminal, and here’s the Mark of it Child, fuys 
fhe, and fhewed me a.very finé white Arm and Hand, 
but branded in the in-fide of the Hand, as in tuck 
Cafes it muft be. pa oe a 


T wis Story was very moving to me, but my. 


Mother (fimiling) faid, you nced not think, fuch a 
thing ftrange, Deughrer, for fome of the belt. Men 
in the Country are burnt in the Hand, and they are 
not afham’d to own it ; there’s Major —————-, [ays 
fbe, he was an Eminent Pick pock:t ; there’s Ju- 
ftice Ra————-r, was a Shoplifter, and both of 
them were burnt in the Hand; and I could name 
you feveral fuch as they are. © - a 

" We had frequent Difcourfes of this kind, and a- 
‘bundance of Inftances fhe gave me of the like 5 after 
{me timeas fhe was telling fome stories of one 
that was Tranfported buta few Weeks ago, I began 
11 an intimate kind of way, to ask her to tell: me 
fomething of her own Story, which fhe did with tie 
utmoit Plainnefs and Sincerity ; how the had fallen 
into very ill Company in London in her young Days, 
— oocafion’d by her Mother fending her frequen ly to 
carry Victuals toa Kinfwoman of hers wing was 3 
Prifoner in Nemgate, in a miferable ftarving Condi- 
tion, who was afterwards Condemn’d to dye, but 
having got Refpit by pleading her Belly, perifh’d 
afterwards in the Prifon. : 


He R= my Mother-in-Law ran out in a Jong ac- 


count of the wicked’ Practices in that dreadful sae 
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and Child, fays my Mother, perhaps you may know 
little of it, or it. may be have -heard nothing about 
it; but depend upon it, /ays he, we all: know here, 
that there are more Thievcs.and Rogues made by 
that one Prifon of Newgate, than by all the Clubs 
and Societies of Villains in the. Nation ; ‘tis that 
curfed Place, fays my AMéother, that half Peoples. this 
Colony. | a ee 

Here fhe went on with her own Story fo long, 


_ and in fo Particular a Manner, that I began to. be 


very uneafy, but coming toone Particular that re- 

uir’d telling her Name,.I thought I fhonld have 
unk downin the Place ; fhe perceiv’d I was out of 
order, and ask’d me if | was net well. and what 
ail’d me? 1. told her I. was fo affe&ed .with the 
melancholly Story fhe had told, that it had: qvercome 
me, and I beg’d of her. to ag no more of it :,,. Why. 
my Dear, fays the very kindly, what need thefe things 
trouble you? Thefe Paffages were long before your timey 
and they give me no Trouble at all now, nays I Look, back on 
them with a Particular Satisfatlion, as, they bave , been 
a Means to bring me tothis. Place? Then fhe went . 
on to tell me how the fell jato a good. Family, 
where behaving herfelf.well, and her Miftrefs dying, - 
her“Mafter married her, by. whom fhe had: my 
Husband and his Sifter, and that by her Diligence 
and good Management after her Husband’s Death, 
fhe had improved the Plantations to fuch a degree 
as they then were, fo that moft of the Eftate was of 
her getting, nat of her Husband’s, for fhe had been 
a Widow upwards of sixteen Years. | 
| heard this part of the Story with very little 
Attention, becaufe I wanted much to retire and give 


vent to my Paffions, and let any one judge what 


mutt bethe Anguifh of my Mind, when I came to 
reflect, that this was certainly no mote or lefs than 
my own Mother, and that | had now had two Chil- 


dren, 
G4 
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dren, and was big with another by my own Brother, 
and lay with him ftill every Night. © 
I was now the moft unhappy of all Womenin the 
World: O!had the Story never been told me, 
all had been well ; it had been no Crime to have lein 
with my Husband, if] had known nothing of it, : 
I had now fuch a'Load on my Mind that it kept 
me perpetually waking ; to reveal it, | could not find 
would be to any Purpofe, and yet to conceal it would 
be next to impoffible; nay, I did not doubt bunt I 
fhould talkin my Sleep, and tell my Rusband of it 
whether! would orno: If 1 difcover’d it, the leaft 
thing I could expeét was to lofe my Husband, for he 
was tog nice and too: honeft a Man to have continu’d 
my Husband after he had known | hed been bis Si- 
fter, 10 that I was perplex’d to the Jaft Degree. 
‘IT leaveit toany Manto judge what - ifficulties 
— to my View, I was away from my Native 
ountry ata Diftance prodigious, and the return to 
me unpaffable; I liv’d very well, bue in a Circum- 
flance untufferable in itfelt; if I had difcover’d my 
fel: to my Mother, it might be difficult to convince 
hero the Particulars, and I had no way to prove 
them: On the ot'erhand, if fhe had qucftion’d or 
doubted me, | had been. undone, for tie bare Sug- 
g:ftion would h. ve immediately feparated me from 
~ my Hu-band, without g:ining my Mother or hm, 
— fo that between the Surprize on one hand, and the 
Uacertaiuty on the other, | kad been fure to be un- 
d ne. | OS 
In the meantime ’as! was but t-o fure of the 
Fa@, J lived tteeture in open avowed Inceft and 
Whoredom, and all under the appearance of an ho- 
neft Wi‘e ; and tho’ 1 was not much touched with 
the Crime of it, yet the Action had fomething in it 
fhocking to Nature, and made my Husband cven 
naufeous to me. However, upon the moft fedate 
‘lonfideration, I refolv’d, that it was ee 
| néecef. 
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neceflary to conceal it all, and not make tlic leaft 
Difcovery of it either to Mother or Husband ; and 
thus I liv’d with the greateft Preflure imaginable. 
for three Years more. s 
Qvrinc this time my Mother ufed to be frequently 
telling me old Stories of her formerAdventures,which 
however were no ways pleafant to me ;for by. it, tho’ 
fhe did nottell ic me in plain Terms, yet I could 
underftand, joyn’d with what I heard my felf, of my 
firftt Tutors. that inher younger Days, fhe had been | 
Whore and Thief; but I verily believe fhe had liv’d © 
to repent fincerly of both, and that fhe was then a 
very Pious, Sober and Religious Woman. | 
Wett, let her Life have been what it would 
then, it was certain that my Life was wery uneafy 
tome ; for | liv d,as I have faid, but in the worft fort 
of Whoredom, and as I could expe& no good of it, 
fo really no good Iffue came of it, and all my feem- 
ing Profperity wore off and ended in Mifery and 
Deftruction. It was fome time indecd before it came 
to this, for every thing went wrong with usafter- 
wards, andthat which was worfe, my Husband grew 
ftrangely alter’d, froward, jealous, and unkind, 
and I was as impatient of bearing his Carriage, as 
the Carriage was unreafonable and unjuft: Thefe 
things proceeded fo far, and we came at Jaft to be 
in fuch ill Terms withone another that I claim’d 
a Promife of him which he enter’d willingly into 
with me, whenI confented to come from England 
with him, viz. that if I did not like to live there, 
I fhould come away to England again when 1 pleas’d, 
giving hima Year’s warning to fettle his Affairs. 
| TL fay, I now claim’d this Promsfe of him, and I muft 
confefs 1 did it not in the meft obliging Terms that 
could be neither; but I inlifted that he treated me 
ill, that Iwas remote from my Friends, and could 
do my felf no Juftice, and that he was Jealous with- 
out Caufe, my Converfation having been unb!ame- 
2 _ | Be able, 
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able, and he having no Pretence for it, and that to 
remove to England, would take away all Occafion 
from him. | | | 

1 infifted fo peremptorily upon it, that he could 
not avoid coming to a Point, either to keep his — 
Word with me, or to break it; and this, notwith- 
—-ftanding he ufed all the Skill he was Mafter of, and 
-employ’d his Mother and other Agents to prevail 
_with me to alter my Refolutions ; indeed the’ bot- 
tom of the thing lay at my Heart, and that made 
all his Endeavours fruitlefs, for my Heart was alie- 
nated from him. I loath’d the Thoughts of Bed- 
ding with him, and. ufed a Thoufand Pretences of 
Iiinefs and Humour to prevent his touching me, 
fearing nothing more than to be with Child again, 
which to be fure would have prevented, or at. 
Jeaft delay’d my going over to England. 

However, at laft I put him fo out of Humour 
that he took up a rafh and fatal Refolution, that 
in fhort I fhould not go to England ; that tho’ he had 
promis’d me, yet it was an unreafonable thing, that 
it would be ruinous to his Affairs, would unhinge 
his whole Family, and be next to an Undoing himin 
~ the World ; that therefore lought not to detire itof 
him, and that no Wife in. the World that valued her ~ 
- Family and her Husband’s Profperity, would infift 

upon fuch a thing. ? oe : 

T u1s plung’d me again, for when I confidered 
the thing calmly, and took my Husband as he really 
was, a diligent careful Man, in the main, and that 
he knew nothing of the dreadful Circumftances that 
he wasia, | could not but confefs to mylfelf. that 
my Propofal was very unreafonable, and what na 
Wie that had the good of her Family at Heart 
woud ‘have defir’d. 

Bur my Difcontents were of another Nature; 
_T look’d upon him no longer as a Husband, but as 
ancar Relation, the Son of my own Mother, and I 
oF 7 : - re- 
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refolv’d fome ‘how or other to be clear of him, but 

which way I did not know. | | 
It is faid by the ill-natur’d World, of our Sex, that 
if we are feton a thing, it is impoflible to turn us 
from our Refclutions: Jn fhort, I never ceas’d poring 
upon the Means to bring to pafs my Voyage, and 
came that length with my Husband at laft, as to 
propofe going without him: This provok’d him to 
the lait degree, and he call’d me not only an unkind 
Wife, but an unnatural Mother, and ask’d me how I 
could entertain fuch a Thought without Horror, as 
that of leaving my two Children (for one was dead) 
without a Mother, and never to fee them more. Jt 
was true, had things been right, I fhou!d not have 
dene it, but now, zt was my real defire never to fee 
them, or him either any more; and as tothe Charge 
of unnatural I could eafily anfwer it to my felf, while 
I knew that the whole Relation was unnatural in the 
higheft degree. | 
However, there was no bringing my Husband to 
any thing ;he would neither go with me or Jet me go 
without him, and it was outof my Powerto ftir with- 
out his Confent, as any one that is acquainted with 

the Conftitution of that cp knows very well. 
W ¢ had many Family Quarrels about it, and they 
began to grow up to a dangerous Height, for as I was 
quite eftrang’d from him in Affection, fo I took no 
heed to my Words, but fometimes gave him Language 
that was provoking: Jn fhort,.1 trove all | could to 
bring him toa parting with me, which was, whic 
above all things | defir’d moft. | SS 
H« took my Carriage very ill, and indeed he might 
well do fo, for at laft I refus’d to Bed with him, and 
carrying on the Breach upon all occafions to extre- 
mity, he told me once he thought I was Mad, and if 
1 did not alter my Condu&, he would put me under 
Cure; that is to fay, into a Mad houfe ; 1 told him he 
fhould find f was far enough from Mad, and that it 
was 
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was not in his power, or any other Villians to Mur 
ther mes I confefs at the fame time I was heartily 
frighted at his Thoughts of putting me intoa Mad- 
Houfe, which would at once have deftroy’d all the 
poffibility of bringing the Truth out; for thar thep, 
no one would have given Credit to a word of it. 

T u1s therefore brought me to a Refolution, what- 
ever came of it, to lay open my whole Cafe; but which 
way to doit, or to whom, was an inextricable Dif- 
ficulty ; when another Quarrel with my Husband 
happen’d, which came up to fuch an Extream as al- 
moft pufh’d me on to tell it him all to his Face; but 
tho’ I kept it in fo as not to come to the particulars, 
I fpoke fo much as put him into the utmoft Confufion, 
and in the End bropght out the whole Story. 

H = began with a calm Expoftulation upon my be- 
ing fo refolute to go to England ; | defended it, and 
‘one hard Word bringing on another, as is ufual in all 
Family Strife, be told me, I did not treat him asif he 
was my Husband, or talk of my Children, as if] was 
a Mother ; and in fhort, that I did not deferve to be 
usd as a Wife: That he had us’d all the tair Means 
poffible with me; that he hed argu’d with all the 
kiadnefs and calmnefs, that a Hu: band or a Chriftian 
ought todo, and that I made him fuch a vile return, 
that I treated him rather l:ke a Dog than a Man, 
and rather like the moft contemptible Stranger than 
a Husband: That he was very loth to ufe Violence 
with me, but that, iz fhorr, he taw a Neceffity of ig 
now, and that for the future he fhould be oblig’d to 
take fuch Meafures as fhould reduce me to my Duty. 

_ My Blood was now fir’d to the utmoft, and no- 
thing could appear more provok’d ; Itold him for 
his fair means and his foul they were equally con- 
remn'd by me; that for my going to England, | was 
refolv’d on it, come what would; and thatas to 
treating him not like a Husband, and not fhowing 
my" felf a Mother to my Children, there a be 
ae ae 2 nes 
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fornething more in it than he ufderftood at prefent 
but I chought fit to tell him thus much, that he nei- 
ther was my lawful Husband, nor they lawful Chil- 
dren, and that I had’ reafon to regard neither of 
them more than I did. . 

I Confefs I was mov’d to pity him when I fpoke 
it, for he turn’d pale as Death, and ftood mite as 
one Thunder ftruck, and once or twice | thought he . 
would have fainted ; i fhort, .it puc him in a Fit 
_ fomething likean Apoplex; he trembl’d, a Sweat or’ 
Dew ran off his Face, and yet he was cold as a Clod, 
fo that I was forced to fetch fomething to kecp Life 
in him; when he recovet’d of that, he grew fick and 
vomited, and in a little after was put to Ped, and 
the next Morning was in a violent Fever. 

Howrver itwentoff again, and he recovered 
tho’ but flowly, and when he came to bé a little bet- 
ter, he told me, I had given him a morral Wound 
with my Tongue, and he had only one thing to ask 
before he defir’d an Explanation; I interrupted him, 
and told him 1 was forry I had gone fo far, fince 1 
faw what diforder it put him into, but] defir'd him 
‘not to talk to me of Explanations, for that would | 
but make things worfe, 7 

Tus heighten’d his Impatience, and indeed per- 
plex’d him beyond all bearing ; for now he begau to 
fufpe& that there was fome Myftery yet unfolded, 
but could not make the leaft puefs at it; ail chae 
min in his Brain was, that {| had another Husbancl 
alive, bue J affur’d him, there was not the leaf of 
that in it; indeed as to my other Husband he was 
effectually dead to me, and had told me I fhou'd 
Jook on him as fuch, fo I had not the Jeaft uneati- 
nefs on that fcore. 2 : 

_ Bur now’ I found the thing too far gone‘to conceal 
it much longer, and my Husband himfelf gave me. 
ah Opportunity to eafe my felf of the Secret much 
to my Satisfattion; hé had laboured with ine three 

or 
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or four Weeks, but to 20 purpofe, only to tell him, 
whether I had fpoken thofe Words only to put him 
in a Paflion, or whether there was any thing of 
Truth in the bottom of them: But I continued in- 
flexible, and would explain nothing, unlefs he would 
firft confent-to my going to England, which he would 
never do, he faid, while he liv d; on the other hand 
I faid it was in my. power tomake him willing when 
] pleas’d, Nay, to make him entreat me to go; and 
this increas’d his Curiofity, and made him impor- 
tunate to the higheft Degree. oO 
Art length he tefls all this Story to his Mother, 
and fets her upon me to get it out of me, and fhe us’d 
her utmoft skill indeed; but I-put her toa full ftop. 
at once, by telling her that the Myftery of the whale 
Matter lay in herfelf, that it was my Refpect to her 
had made me conceal it, and that, in fhort, I could go 
no farther, and cherefore cenjur’d her not to infift 
upon it. | | 
SHE was ftrvck dumb at this Suggeftion, and could 
not tell whac to fay or to think; but laying afide 
the Suppofition as a Policy of mine, continued her 
Imporcunity on account of her Son, and # poffible 
to make up tlre Breach between us two; as to that, 
I told ber, that it was indeed a good Defign in her, — 
but that it was impoflible to be done ; and that. 
if I fhould reveal to her the Troth of what fhe de- 
fir’d, fhe would grant it to be impoflible, and ceafe 
todefireit: At laft 1 feem’d to be prevail’d on by her 
Importunity, and told her Idare truft her with a Se- 
cret of the greateft Importance, and fhe would foon fee 
_ that this was fo, and that I would confent to lodge 
it in her Breaft, if fhe would engage folemnly not 
to acquaint her Son with it without my Confent. _ 
Sus was long in promifing this Part, but rather 
than not come at the main Secret fhe agreed to that. 
too, and after a great, many other Preliminaries, I 
began and told her the whole Story: Firft I eee 
| : ae 
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how much fhe was concern’d in all the unhappy. 


Breach which had happen’d between her Son and 
‘me, by telling me her own Story, and her London 
Name; and that the Surprize fhe fee I was in, was 
upon that Occafion: Then I told her my own Story 
and my Name, and affar’d her by fuch other Tokens, 
as fhe could not deny, that I was no other, nor more 
or lefs than her own Child, ber Daughter born of 
her Body in Newgate, the fame that had fav’d her 
from the Gallows by being in her Belly, and that fhe 
left in fuch and fuch Hands when fhe was Tranfported. 

Ir is impoflible to exprefs the Aftonifhment fhe 
was in; fhe was not inclin’d to believe the Story, or 
to remember the Particulars; for fhe immediately 
forefaw the Confufion that muft follow in the Family 


upon it; but every thing concurr’d fo exactly with 


the Stories fhe had told me of her felf, and which, 
if fhe had not told me, fhe would perhaps have been 
content to have denied, that fhe had ftop’d her own 
Mouth, and fhe had nothing to dp but take me a- 


bout the Neck and kifs me, and cry moft vehemently, 


over me, without {peaking one word for a long time 
together 5 at laft fhe broke out, Unhappy Child! fays 
fhe, What miferable Chance could bring thee hither? and 
inthe Arms of my Son too! Dreadful Girl! fays fhe, 
why we are all undone! Married to thy own Brother! 
Three Children, and two alive, all of the fame Flefh ana 
Blood! MySon and myDaughter lying together asHu.bana 
and Wife 1 All Confufion and Diftrattion, miferable Fa- 
mily! What will become of us? What isto be faid ? What 
gs to be done? And thus fhe runona great while, nor 

had I any Power to fpeak, or if Thad, did I know 
what to fay, for every Word wounded me to the 
Soul: With this kind of Amazement we parted for 
the firft time, tho’ my Mother was more furpriz’d 
than I was, becaufe it was more News to her thai 
to me: However, fhe promis’d again, that fhe would 
fay nothing of it to her-Son, till we had talk’d of it 
again. SO | | lr 
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Ir was not long, you may be fure, before we had 
a fecond Conference upon the fame Subje& ; when, as 
if fhe had been willing to forget the Story fhe had 
told me of herfelf, or to fuppofe that I had forgot 
fone of the Particulars, fhe began to tell them with 
Alterations andOmiflions ; but [ refrefh'd herMemory, 
in many things which I fuppofed fhe had forgot, and 
then came in fo opportunely with the whole Hiftory, 
that it was impoffible for her to go fromit; and 
then fhe fell into her Rhapfodies again, and Excla- 
mations at the Severity of her Misfortunes: When 
thefe things were a little over with her, we fell into 
a clofe Debate about what fhould be firft done be- 
fore we gave anaccount of the matter to my Husband, 
But to what purpofe could be all our Confultations ¥ © 
we could neither of us fee our way thro’ it, or how 
it could be fafe to open fuch a Scene to him ; it was. 
impoflible to» make any judgment, or give any guefs 
at what Temper he would receive it in, or what 
Meafures he wonld take upon it ; and if he fhould 
have fo little Government of himfelf, as to make it 
publick, we eafily forefaw that it would be the ruin of 
the whole Family, and if at laft he should take the 
Advantage the Law would give him, he might put me 
away with Difdain, and leave me to fue for the little — 
Portion that I had, and. perhaps watte it all in the 
Suit, and then be a Beggar; and thus I fhould fee 
him perhaps in the Arms of another Wife in a few 
Months, and be my felf the mioft miferable Creature 
alive. 

My Mother was as fenfible of this as 1; and upon 
the whole, we knew not what to do; after fome time, 
we came to more fober Refolutions, but then it was 
with this Misfortune too, that my Mother’s Upinion 
and mine were quite differe t from one another, and 
indeed inconfiftent with one another; for ny Mo- 
ther’s Opinion was, that I fhould bury the whole 
thing entirely, and continue to live with him ye my 
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Husband,till fome other Event fhould make the Dif- 
covery of it more convenient ; and that in the mean 
time fhe would endeavour to reconcile us together 
again,. and reftore our mutual Comfort and Family 
Peace ; that we might lie as we us’d todo together, 


and fo let the whole matter remain a Secret as clofe 
as Death ; for Child, /ays fhe, we are both undone if 


_ it comes out. 


To encourage me to this, fhe promis d to make me 
eafy in my Circumftances, and to leave me what fhe. 
could at her Death, fecur’d for me feparately from 
my Husband ; fo that if it fhould come out after- 


"wards, | fhould. be able to ftand on my own Feet, and 


procure Juftice too from him. | | 
Tus t ropofal did not agree with my Judgment, 
tho’ it was very fair and kind in my Mother, but 


_ iny Thoughts run quite another way. 


As to keeptug the thing in our own Breafts, and 


. letting it all remain as it was, | told heric was im- 


: aeons: and ! ask’d her how fhe could think I con’d 


bear the Thoughts of lying with my own Brother ? In 
the next place | told her, that her being alive was the 


_ onlyfupport of theDifcovery,and that while fheown’d | 
-tme for her Child, and faw. reafon to be fatisfied that 
_I was fo, no body elfe would doubt it; bue that if 
.., fhe fhould die before the Difcovery, 1 fhould be 


. taken for an impudent Creature that had forg’d fuch 


_ athing to goaway from my Husband, or fhould be 


counted Craz’d and Diftra&ted: Then I told her how 
he had threaten’d already to put me into a Mad- 


~houfe, and what Concern I had been in about it, and 


_ how that was the thing that drove me to the Necel- 


_ i fity of difcovering it to her as I had done. 


Fromall which I told her, that 1 had, on the moft 


~ ‘ferious Reflections I was able to make in the Cafe, 


Ale 


§ 


come to this Refolution, which I] hop’d fhe would 
like, as a Medium between both, viz. That fhe fhould 


. ufe her endeavours with her Son to give me leave to 


“ad Ls go 


go for England, as Thad defired, and to farnifh ine? 
with a fufficient Sum of Money, either in Gdods 
along with me, or in Bills for my Support there, al 
along fuggefting, that he might one tiine‘or other 
think It proper to. come over to me. ' = 6 
-  Puat when Iwas gone fhe fhould then in cold 
Biood. difcover the Cafe to him gradually, and as her 
own Difcretion fhould guide} fo that ‘he: might noc 
be furpriz’d with it, and fly out into any Paffions an® 
Exceffes ; and that fhe'fhould concern herfelf to pre- 
vent his flighting the Children, ‘or-marrying again,. 
unlefs he had a certain account of my‘ being Dead. 
Tuis was my Scheme, and my Reafons-were. good ;. 
_ Twas really alienated from him'in the Confeqnence of 
thefe Things; indecd 1 mortally hated him as a‘Hus- 
band, and it was impoffible to remove that rivetcd - 
Averfion I had to him 3 at-the fame time, it being am 
unlawful inceftuous Living, added to ‘that Averfion, 
and every thing added to make Cohabiting with | 
him the moft naufeous thing to me in the World; 
and | think verily it was come to fach a height, ‘that 
I could almoft as willingly have embrae’d a’ Dog, as 
Rave Ict him offer any thing of that: kind to-me, for 
’ which Reafon | could not bear the Thoughts of com- 
ing between the Sheets with him; °} cannot fay that 
— Twas right, in‘ carrying tt fuch a length, white at’the 
fame time I did: not refolve to difcoyer the thing to 
~ him; but tam giving an account of what was, not 
of what ought or oughe not to be. te Be 


In this dire&ly- oppofite Opinion to one’another’ 
my Mother and‘ continued a long ‘time, ‘and it‘vas 
impoflible to reconcile our Judgtnents 5° aged Dif 
putes we had abont tt, but we could never either of 

us yield our own, or bring over the other. “-"!+4- 

*.  Linfifted on ‘my-Averfion to lying wich iny Owe 

Brother; und ‘the infifted spor its being ‘impofible 
:* to bring him to confent to my going to Englend';'and 
«ig this uncertainty we continued, not differing fo as 

to 


& 


to quarrel. or anv thing like it; but'fo as ‘not-to be 
able to refolve what: we fhould do to make up that 


terrible Breach. 


A lat Irefolv’d ona defperate Cour, and told | 


my Mother my Re‘olution, viz. That in fhort, [woud 
tell :im of it my felf; my Mother was frighted to the 


‘ait degree at the very Thoughts of it, but Ibid ber 


“be eafy, to'd her f would do it gradually and foftly, 
‘and with all the Art and -good-Humour I was Miftre’s 


or, and‘time it alfo as well as I could, taking him in. 


good Hrmour too: J toldher, kdid not queftion but 
if I coud be Hypocrite enough to feign more A ffec- 
~ fioa to him than 7 really had, I fkould fucceed in «ll 
my Defign, and -we might ‘part by:Confent, and with 
a good Agreement, for | might love him well evough 
for aBrother tho’ J could riot for a Husband. 
? Aiv this while helay at my Mother to- find ‘ont, 
if poffible, what was the meaning of that dreadful 
_ Expreffion of mine, as he-eall’d ‘it; whieh I mention’d 
before; namely, Thar I mas not bis lawful Wife. . ner 
omy Childven his legal Children: My Mothet ‘put ‘him 


¢ 


off, told him’ fhe could bring’ me-t6 no Explanations,. 


but found there was fometiting thae difturb’d me very 
‘much, and fhe hop’d the‘ fhould get it out of'me in 
_ time, and in the mean time recommended to lim 
_ earneftly to ufe me more tenderly, and wintmewith 
* his ufuat good Carriage; told‘him of his terrifyi..g 


and affrighting me with his’ Thréats of {¢mding me — 


~ toa Mad-honfe; and the like, and‘ advis‘d him not to 
_ make a Woman Defperate on-any account wHatever. 
He promisd her to foften his:Behavioury and bid 
cher aflure me'that he lov’d tie a3 well as“ever,’ and 
~ that he had no fiich defign as‘that of fending me to a 
. Mad houfe, whatevcr he might fay-in‘his Paffion ; al- 
fo he defir’d my Mother to-ufe the fame Per{wafions 
to me too, and we might liv together as we us'd'todo. 

| found the Effects of this Treaty prefently ; my 
‘Basband’s Conduct was immediately alter’dy’ and -he 
i 2 Was 


ees, 


("00 | 
was quite another Manto mes nothing could be 
kinder and more obliging than he was to me upon 
all Occaf-ons ; and | could do no lefs than make 
fone return to it, which I did as well as I could, but 
_ it was but in an awkard manner at beft, for no- 
thing was more frightful to me than his Careffes, and 
the Apprehenfions of being with Child again by him, 
vias ready to throw me into Fits; and.this made me 
fee that there was an abfolute neceffity of breaking 
the Cafe to him without any more delay, which how- 
ever I did with all theCaution andReferve imaginable. 
H_ = had continued his alcer’d Carriage to me near 
a Month, and we began to live a ‘new kind of Life 
wich one another ; and could I have fatisfied my felf 
to have gone on with it, I believe ic might have con- 
tinued as long as we had continu’d alive together. 
One Evening as we were fitting and talking together 
ander a litting Anning, which ferv’'d as an Arbour 
_at theEntrance into theGarden, he way ina very plea- 
fant agreeable Humour, and faid abundance of kind 
things to me, relating to the Pleafure of our prefent 
good Agreement, and the Diforders ot our patft 
Breach, and whata Satisfaction it was to him, that 
we had room to hope we fhould never have any mare 
Orit. | | | 
— lfetch’d a deenSigh,andtold him there was noBody 
inthe Worldcould be more delighted than I was, in 
the good Agreement we had always keptup, or more 
afflicted with the Breach of it, but I was forry to fell 
_ him that there was an unhappy Circumftance in our’ 
Cafe, which lay too clafe to my Heart, and which 
I knew not how to break to him, that rendred my 
_ part of it'very miferable, and took from me all the 
. Camfort of the reft.. . 
-He importun’d me to tell him what it was ; Itold 
him’ {could not tell how todo it, that while it was 
. eoiceal’d from him, [alone was unhappy, bucif he 
...Kuew it'dlfoj- we fhould be both fo 5. and that ee 
- | | ! ore 
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fore to keep: him in the dark about it was the kind: - 


eft thing that I could do, and it was on that account 


alone that I kept a Secret from him, the very keep- 
ing of which I thought would firft or laft be my De- 
ftruction. : | _ oh ae 
Ir isimpoffible to exprefs his Surprize at this Re-. 
Jation, and the double importunity which he ufed 
with me to difcover it to him: He told me I could 
not be call’d kind to him, nay, I conid not be faith- 
ful to him, if I conceal’d it from-him; |! told him I 
thoughe fo too, and yet I could not doit. He went 
back to what I had faid before to him, and.told me 
he hoped it did not relate to what I had faidin my Paf- 
hon ; and that he had refolv’d to forget all that, as 


the EffeQ of a rath provok’d Spirit; I ald him [ 


wifh’d I could forget it all too, but that it was not 
to be done, the Impreffion was too deep, and it was 
Fmpofible. ee | 
- He chen told me he was refolv’d not to differ with 
me in any thing, and that therefore he would impor- 
tune me no more about it, refolving to acquiefce in 
whatever I did or faid; only begg’d' I would then 
agree, that whatever it was, it fhould no more In- 
terrupt our Quiet and our mutual Kindnels. 

Tris was the moft provoking thing he conld have 
faid to me, for I really wanted his farther importu- 
Nities, that I might be prevail’d with to bring out 
that which indeed was like Death to me to conceal ; 
fo I anfwer’d him plainly, that I could not fay | was 
glad not to beimportuned, tho’ | could not tell how 
to comply; but come, my Dear, faid IT, what Con- 
ditions will you make with me upon the opening this 
Affair to you?> _ a 

Any Conditions in the World, /asd be, that you can 
in reafon defire of me; well, faid J,come, give it me 
under your Hand, that if you do not find lam in any 
Faule, or chat lam willingly concern’d in the Caufes — 
of the Misfortunes thar is to follow,you will not blame 
ain os HZ Bis 
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me, ufe me the worfe, do’ me any Injury, or make 
me be the Sufferer for that which is nog my | ‘ault | 

Twat, fays.be, is the moft reafonable J ‘em nd} in 
the World; not to blame you for that ‘which ‘s uot 
your fault ; ‘give me a Pen and Ink, fays be, fo ran. 
an and..fecch’d Pen, Ink and Paper, and he wrore the 
Gondition down in the very Words, | had. propofed. 
it, and'fign’d it with his Name; well, fays he mhat 
as next, my Dear ?., Why, fays vi the. next:is, that 

you will. not blame me. for not difcovering the Secret 
to you before | knew it... Very, juft again, (ays he», 
with‘all:my Heart; fo he,wrote down: ‘that alfo and: 
fi jgnd. | 

Wel, ty Dear, Give L on l ae but pre Conz 
dition mine to make with you, and that is, . ‘that as” 
there.is m6 body concern’d:in it but yon and 1,’ you 
Shall not difedver it to any. Perfon in the World, Xe, 
‘cept your own Mother ; and that in all the M eafures 
you fhall take upon ‘the Difcoyery,, as’ I-am equally 
COnceriy ?d in it with you. tho’ as Innocent’ as your (clfy 
you fhall do nothing in a Paffion, nothing to my Pre- 
— judice,: or to your Mother’s PRRIUGICE,, without my 
Knowledge and Cenfent. 

Tuis a little amaz’d him, and ke wrote down the 
WordsdiftinGly, but read-them over and over before 
he fign’d.them, hefitating at them feveraltimes, aud 
repeating them; my Mother’ s Prejudice !: ‘and your ig ere 

judice! What mylterious thing can this be ? however, 
at lafthe fign'd it. _ 

We tt, fays I, my Dear, Pil ask you no more nider 
your Hand,but as you are to bear the moft unxpecied 
and furprizing thing that perhaps ever betel any, 
Family in tieWorld,| beg you to promife me you will 
tecelve it with Compofure and a cee: Mind 
fui.able toa Manof Senfe. 

1’: .do my utmoft, fays he, upon Condition you 
will keep me no long:r iu fufpence, for you cerrify 
we with all thefe Preliminaries. 

WeLL 
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‘Wert then, fays J, it istthis, as I told you ‘before 
vin-a Heat, that | -was not your lawful Wife, and that 
our Children were not Jegal Children, fol muft let 
you know now in calmaefs, and in kindacfs, but with 

Affiiction cnough, that J am-your own Sifter, and you 
my own Brother, and. that we are both the Children 
-of our Mother now alive, and in the Houfe, who is 
‘convinced of the Truth of it, im a manner not to 
‘be denied or contradicted. - Lo 8 

I faw him turn pale, and look wild, and I faid, now. 
‘remembcr your Promife, and receive it with Prefence 

-of Mind ; for who-cou’d: have faid more to piepare 
— yyou for it, than 1 have done? However I call’d a 
‘Servant, and got hima little Glafs of Rum, whichis 
tthe ufual Dram of the-Country, for he was juft faint- 
ang away. - ee oF — tt 

Wugn he was.a little recover’d, J faid to him, 
‘this Stary -you may be fure requires a long Explana- 
tion, and therefore have Patience and compofe your 
Mind to hear it gut, and I !] make it as fKort as I can, 
and with this, I told him what 1 thought was needful 
of the Fa&, and particularly how my Mother came 
to difcover itto-me, asabove; and now my Dear, 
fays I, you wil) fee Reafon for my Capitulations,- and 
that I neither have been the Caufeof this Matter, 
nor could be fo, and that I.could know nothing of 
at before now. ss | . 

I am fully fatished ofthat, fays he, but ’tis a dread- 
ful Surprize to me; however, | know a-‘Remedy for it 
‘all, and.a Remedy that fhall put ao End to all your 
Difficulties, without your going to England. That 
would be ftrange, fa:d J, as all the rett; No, No, 

“fays be, VM make it eafy, there’s no Body in the way 
of it all, but my felf: He look’d a little diforder’d, 
‘when he faid this, but | did not apprehend any thing 


from it at that time, believing, asit us’d to be faid, »+-«. 
that they who dorhofe things never talk of them 3 or that s,fLu., 


they who talk of fuck things never do them. | 
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Bur things were not come their height with hint, 
and | obferv’d he became Penfive and Melancholly 5 
and ina Word, as I thonght a little Diftemper’d in | 
his Head: J endeavour’d to talk him into Temper, 
and into a kind of Scheme for our Government. in 
the Affair, and fometimes he would be well, and talk 
with fome Courage about it; but the Weig'tof it 
lay too heavy upon his Thoughts, and went fo far 
that he made two Attempts upon himfelf, and in one 
of them had attually ftrangled himfelf, and had not 
his Mother come into the Room in the very Moment, 
he had died; but with the help of a Negro Servant, 
fhe cut him down and recoverd him. ~ RS 
T HINGs were now come to a lamentable height: 
My pity for him now began to revive that Affe@ion, 
which at firft! really had for him and 1 endeavour’d 
fincerely, by all the kind Carriage I could, to make up 
the Breach; butin fhort it had gotten too great a 
Head, it prey’d upon his Spirits, and ic threw him 
into aling’ring Confumption, tho’ it happen’d not 
to be Mortal. Inthis Diftrefs I did not. know wht 
to do, as his Life was apparently declining, and | 
might perhaps have Marry’d again there, very much 
to my Advantage, it had been my Bufinefs to have 
ftaid in,the Country ; but my Mind was refticfs too, 
I hanker’d after coming to Englund, and nothing 
would fatisfy me withoutit. © = < «s 
In fhort, by an unwearicd importunity my Hus- 
band, who was apparently decaying, as-1 obferv’d, 
was at laft prevail’d with, and {0 my Fate ‘pufhing nie 
on, the way was made clear for me,’ and my Mother 
concurring, | obtain’d a very good Cargo for my come 
ing to! ngland. a eee 
W HEN I parted with my Brother, for fuch!am | 
now to call him; we agreed thata‘ter I arriv’d, he - 
fhould pretend to have an Account that I was dead 
da England,and fo might Marry again when he wou'ds 
‘he promis’d, and engag’d to me, to Correfpond with 
the 18 : . ety PgPx es 
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me as a Sifter, and to Afift and Support me gadone 


as I: hiv’d ; and that if he dy’d before me, he would 


leave fafficient to his Mother to take Care of me 


ftill, in the Name of a Sifter, and he was in fome 


refpea juft tothis; but it was fo oddly mannag’d | 


that I felc the Difappointments. very feniibly after- 
wards, as you fhall hear in its time. 


[came away in the Month of Augu/, after I had | 
been Bight Years in that Country, ani now a new 


Scene-of Misfortunes atrenled me, which Pernepe 
few. Women have gone thro the like. 

W « had an indifferent good Voyage, till we came: 
ju upon the Coaft «f England, and where we arriy d 
in two and thirty Days, but were then ruffled with. 
two or three Storms, one of which drove is away to. 
the Coaft of Ireland, and we put in at Kinfale:. We 
remain d there about thirteen Days got fome. Res. 


frefhment on Shore, and. put to Seaag.in, tho’ we.. 


met with very bad ‘Weather again in which the Ship 
{prung her Main- matt, as they call'd it.: But we got 
at lait into Atilford Haven in Wales, where tho it 


was remote from our Port, yer having my Foot fafe — 


upon the firm Ground of the Ifle of Britain, | re- 
folv’d to venture it no more upon the Waters, which 
had been fo terrible to me; fo getting my Cloaths 
and Money on Shore with my Bills of Loading, and 
other Papers, trefolv’d to come tor London, and 
Jeave the Ship to get to her Port as the could; 
the Port whither fhe was bound, was to Briftal, 
where my Brother’s chict Cor refpondent liy’d. | 
+ IT got t» London in about three Weeks, where I 
heard a little while after, that the Ship was arriv’d 
at Briftol, but atthe fame time had the Misfortune 
to know that by the violent Weatler fhe had been 
in, and the breaking of her Mainamaft, the had 
great Damage on Board, and thata Breas part of 
ner alee was Spoil’d. 

had 


“a 
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I had now a new Scehe of Life upon my Hands, 
and a dreadfal Appearance it:had ; [was come:away’ 
with a‘kind of final Farewel what: 1 brought with: 
pit,’ was indeed. éonfiderable, had ‘it dome fafe, and ‘ 
by the help of it, might have-married again‘ tdle 
lerably well ; but ds it was,-f:was reduc’d to ‘be- 
tween two orthree’ Hundred-Pounds:in the whale, 
and this without any hope of-Reeruit. I was en: 
tirely without Friends, nay, even fo-much as with- 
ont’ Acquaintances,’ fort found ‘it-was abfolutely ‘nex 
ceflary not to revive former Acquaiitance; and as. 
for my fubtle Friend that fet iné up formerly fora 
Fortune, fhe was dead and her Husband: alfo. 

‘T's e looking after my Cargoe of Goods foon af- 

ter obliged me‘to take a Jouriey to Briftol, and du- 
ring my Attentlatice upon that Affair, 1 took the. 
Diverfion vf going to the Bark, for asi was ftilt 
far from being old, fo my Huinour, which wasial- 
ways Gay, continu ‘d fo toan Extream ; and being 
now, 4s it were,.a Woman of Fortune, tho’ 1 -wasa 
Woman without a Fortune, F'expected fomething, 
or other might. happen in’ the way, that might 
mend my Circumftances, as “had been ny Cafe be- 
fore. °. 
“/T ie Bath isa Place of Gallantry enough ; Expen- 
five, ‘and full of Snares; I'went thither indeed 
in the View of taking what mighe offer; ‘but f 
muft do my felf [uftice, as to’ proteft I meant nos 
thing but in an loneft way, nor-had any Thoughts 
about me at firft that look’d the way, which ite 
terwards { faffered them to be guided. 

Herel ftaydthe whole latter Seafon, ws it is 
: call d there, and contraéted fome unhappy Acquain- 
tance, which ‘rather’ prompted the Follies 1 fell 
atterwards into, than tortify’d me againft them: I 
Jiv’'d pleafantly enough, kept good Company, that is 
ro fay, gay fine Company ; bur had the Difcourage- 
ment to pane this way of Living funk ,nre ee 
an 
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snd that as Thad no fertlhed. Income, fo fpencinge 
upon the main Stock, was but acertain kiad.o} bleeds. 
ing to Deaths and. tris giveme@ many: fid + cf ot ons ? 
However J flrook., them off,. gad, teh fi tLe, dr TAYs 
felf that fomething or oth sy miz'.t offe: Rae. asi 
Advantage. |. re *. 
Bu tl was inthe wrong Phe oe it. , Si was. ‘not. 
now at Redriff, where if | had dec my , flftoll crabyy 


/ 


up, fome boneft. Sea. Captain or,other mighc. bons 


talk d with, me .apon tire. honourable. Cerms-al, 
Matrimony; but:{ was at tie Bay by. where. Men, fis ar 
a Miftrefs fometimes, but.very, rarely. look for’ a, 


Wii ¢ 3 and: Coufequently. al the Particular, Acqn tie, , 


taaces a Woman-+an expe there, muft hase. fine, 
Tendency that.wav. : .” (hoo bore 

I had Apent the firkt Seafon, well enought, for: tho? 
I had contraéted fome Acqusintance witha, Gene 
tleman, who came . to the, Rath tor. his. ‘Diver- 
verfion, yet l shad enter’d. into, ao felonious Treavy + 
}- had. refitted. fome Cafual: ‘Offers. of Gallantry, ‘and 
had manag'd that. way wejliengngh ; ; I wasmot wick: 
ed enougli to come into the Grime for the mecr Vicg 
of it, and } had.no extraordinary. Offers that temp- 
ted me with the main thing which I waateda 

However,! went this length, the firft Seafon, (viz) 
J contraGied - an Acquaintance. with a, Woaian, I 
whofe Houf: | lodg’d,. who tho’ fhe, did not,keep aad 
il) Honfe, yet had none.of the beft Principles. a3 


fer felf: 4 had-on all, Qccafions behav’d .my; fe 


fo well as not to get the-leaft slur upon my Repu 
tation, and all:the Men that J had conversd with, 


were of fo good.Reputatioa that,l had nor ‘gotten ~ 


the Ieaft Refle ction, by converfing with them ; ; nor’ ne 


did any of them fcem to ghink there was room fot 
a wicked Correfpondence: if they had offercd its 
yet there was. one Gentleman, as above, who always 
finl-d me out for the Diverfion of my Company, as 
ke “call’d it, which, as be a mas pleafed to fay, Was V.ty 


agrees 


\ . 
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afreeable to him, but at that time there was ne 
Yhore in it. — Renee 3 | a 
I had many Melancholly Hours at the Bath af-. 
ter all the Company was gone, for tho’ I went to 
Briftol fometimes for the difpofing my, Effects, and 
for Recruits of Money, yet I chofe to come back 
to the Bath for my Refidence, becaufe being on good 
Terms with the Woman, in whofe Houfe I lodg’din 
‘the Summer, I found that during the Winter I liv’d 
rather cheaper there‘than-I could do any where elle; 
here, / fay, 1 pafs’d the Winter as heavily as I had 
pad the Autumn chearfully ; but having contra-, 
Ged anteater Intimacy’ with the: faid Woman, in 
whofe -Houfel lodg’d; I-could not: avoid commu-" 
nicating fomething of what lay hardeft upon my 
Mind, and particularly the narrownefs of my Cir- 
comftances:: §f told her alfo, that I had a Mother 
and a ‘Brother in Mirginia in good Circumftances, 
and'as I had really written back to my Mother in par- 
ticular to reprefent iny Condition, and the great 
Lofs {I hadeceiv’d, fo did not fail to let my new — 
Friend know, that I expected a Supply from thence, 
and fo ‘indeed I.did-;-and as the Ships went from 
Briftcl; to Tork-River in Virginia, and back again ge- 
nerally: in lefs time than from London, and that my 
Brother’ correfponded chiefly at Briftel, I thoughcit 
was! much better for me to wait here for my Re- 
turhs, than to go to London. | ese 
- M y new Friend appear’d fenfibly affected with 
my Condition, and indeed was fo very kind, 4s to 
seduce the rate of my living with her to fo low a 
_ Price duting the Winter, that fhe convinc’d me fhe | 
got nothing by me; and as for Lodging, during 
the Winter, I paid nothing at all. / | 
+ Wuen the Spring Seafon came on, fhe con- 
tiau’d to: be as kind to meas fhe could, and I loag’d 
with her for atime, till it was fouad neceflary to do 
otherwife, fhe had fome. Perfons of Character that 
a si 7 - _ fre- 
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frequently lodg’d in her Houfe, and in particular 
the Gentleman who, asI faid, fingled me. out for 


his Companion in the Winter before ; and he came. ‘ 


down again with another Gentleman in his Com- 


_pany and two Servants, and lodg’d inthe fame Houfe = 
‘I fufpeéted that my Landlady had invited him thi- 


ther, letting him know that I was ftill with her, 


but fhe deny’d it. © 
In a Word, this Gentleman came down and con- 


‘tinu’d to fingle me out [for his peculiar Confidence ; 
he was a compleat Gentleman, that muft be confefs’d, 


and his Company was agreeable tome, as mine, £ 


T might believe him, was to him ; he made.no Profef- 
‘ fions to me, but of an extraordinary Refpect, andhe 


had fuch an Opinion of my Virtue, that, as he ofrex 


* profefs'd, ‘he believ’d if he fhould offer any thing elfe, 
I fhould reje@ him with Contempt ; he foon urder- 


ftood trom me that I was a Widow, that I had ar- 


_tiv’d at Briffol from Virginia by the laft Ships ; and 


that I waited at the Bath till'the next Virginia Fleece 


_ Should arrive, by which I expected confiderable Ef- 


~fedts; [ underitood by him, that he had a Wife, but 


’ that the Lady was diftemper’d tn. her Read, aad 


‘was under the Condu@ of -her own Relations, 


‘ which he confented to to.avoid any Reflection that 


might. be caft upon him for mifanaging her Cure; 


. and inthe mean rime he came.to the Sarh to divert 
his Thoughts onder fuch a melancholly Circum- 


| ftance. 


M y Landlady, who of her own accord encourag’d 


_ the Correfpondence on all -Occafions, gave me an 
| advantageous’ Character of him, as of a Man ‘of 


ew 8 ey 


oe oe 


elm 


Honotr and of Virtue, as well as of a great Eftate ; 
and indeed I had Reafon to fay fo of him too, for 


tho’ we lodg’d both on a. Floor, and he had fre- 
* quently come intemy Chamber, even when I was 


in Bed, ‘and [ alfointo his, yec he never offered a- 


hy thing to me farther than a Kifs, or fo mvch.as 


10 )., 


faticited ame.to any A ig k ull lang abeery as you fhall 


viSae: 


wy Fecanentlys took: eae to any: Eandlddy ‘of his 


erect Modefy, andl: fhe again yfed. to. tell - “me, 
She believ’d it was fo- ffom, the Beyinping ; however 
The ufed toteli me that the thoyght | ought t to cx- 


pect fome Gratifications from him, for my,-C Ompaay, 
for indeed he did as.it were, engrofs me. A told, ber 


Thad not ; given ‘bin the lgaft Oceafion; ta: think 


rr een 


She told ne ihe would take that part ‘upon. her, a 


“fhe manag @ it f dextronfly, that the firft time we 


were towether alone; after fhe had -talk’d with him, 


he began to enquire a little into my..Circumftances, 


-as:‘how | had fublifted my felf fince...came on hhore, 


- and. whether I did net want Money?. I :ftood off 
~ very boldtys, | told him chat, tho? my, Cargog¢ of To- 


bicco. was damag'd, yet. that itwas not quite loft; 


thatthe Merchat. that I had beenconfign’d to had 


. {b haneiily managed for. me that | had not, wanted, 


and. that |hop’d, with jrngal Management, I fhould 


. make it -held out till more wouldcome, which T ex- 
, pected by the next Fleet; thatin the mean. time I 
> had.retreach’d my Expences and whereas, | kept. a 


a 


Maid taft, Seafon, now J liv’d without ;, and. where- 


as Thad a Chamber and a: Diaing-Room then on the 
firft Floor, | n¢w had butjone Reom. two, Pair.of 


Stairs, and the like; but l live, faid I, as weil fatis- 


. fy’d now as then.; “adding, that. his Company had 
made me. live mnch more ‘chearfully. than otherwjfe 
“4 fhould have done, for which.,J’ was. much oblig’d 
-tohim; and fol put-off all room for. any. Offer at 


-the prefent: It was not. long before. he attack d 


 me-again, and told mé he found that-I was backward | 
--to truft him with the Secret of -nqy ‘Circumftances, 


which. he was forry for 5 afluring me that, he’ enquir rd 


“vfito it with no defign to ately his own Curio ity, 


‘but 


% 


were 


whee seedy toni me if there: was. any Occafi on 3 
‘but :fince I would not own my felf to ftand in -néeed 
‘of any Affiftance, he had but one. thing more tode- 
fire of me, and that-was, that 1 would promife him 
that when I was: any way ftreighten’d,1-would frauk- | 
ly tell him of it, and that | would make ufe of him 
- With the fame Freedom that he made the Cffkr 3 add- 
sags that.I-fhould always find 1. had 4. true’ Friend, 
. tho’ perhaps I: was afraid to truft him. 

i omitted! nothing that was fit to be faid - by: ‘one 
infinitely ‘oblig’d,: to let him know, that-I had:a due 
Senfe af his “Kindnefs é and indetd from that time, 
I did not appear fo much referv'd to him-as I had 
. done’ before, tho” -ftill within the ‘Bounds: of the 
» ftritett Virtue om both fides ; but how: free foeyer . 
-¢ ours Converfation was, | could :not arrive to. that 

; Freedom which ‘he defir'd, viz. to tell himI wanted 

- Money, tho’ I was-fecretly very glad of his Offer. 

Some Weeks: pafs'd after this, and {till I néver 
ask’d him for Money 4 when my Landledy,a conning 
Creature, who ‘hadvoften prefs’d. me to.it, but. found 
' that Iscould not do it. makes.:a-Scory:of ber own 

a _ inventing, and comes: inbluatly tome when we were 
“together, O /.Widew, fays.fhe, 1 have bad New; to 
Sosy this. aos What is -that,..uid /, is the 
ircinia Ships taken. by the French ?: for that was my 
Fear. No; no, fays fhe, but the Mah you fent to Bre 
frot Yetterday for Money is come back, and fays he 
-+has-brought none. 

1 ‘¢onld by no: Means. like her r Projee: 5 Ithoughe 
it' Took’d too much like. prompting him, which he 
did ‘not want, andl. fam that! I-fhould -lofe nothing 
by being backward, fo:.-took - her: uP fhort; I can’t 
vagine why he’ fhould fay fo, faid J,-for | -affire 
you he. broaght mie‘all:the: Money: 1 fent him. for, 

“and here itis, faid:J, (pulling out “my. Purfe with 
about 12° Guineas.in dtjiand added, L.intend ycu 
fhall have mof of it by and by. 


Hy 
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He feem'd diftafted a little at her talking as the 
did, as well as J,- taking it as | fancy’d he would, as 
- fomething forward of her; but when he faw. me 
give fuch an Anfwer, he came immediately to him- 
felf: The next Morning we talk’d of it again, 
_whenl found he was fuily fatisfied ; and fmiling 
» Gaid, he hop’d I would nor wane Money, and not tell hiw 
- of it, and that I had promisd him otherwife : 1 told 
him I-had been very much diflatisfied at my Land- 
lady’s talking fo publickly the Day before of what 
| fhe had nothing to do with; but I fupposd fhe 
wanted what I ow’d her, which was about. Eight 
Guineas, which I had refolv’d to give her, and had 
given it her the fame Night. ae 
He was in a mighty good Humour, when he 
heard me fay, / bad paid her, and it went off into 
fome other Difcourfe at that time; but the next 
Morning he having heard me up betore him, he call’d 
tome, and I anfwerd ; he ask'd me to come into his 
Chamber; he was in Bed when | camein, and he 
made me come and fit down on his Bed fide. for he 
faid he had fomething to fay to me. After fome very 
kind Expreflions, he ask’d me, If I would be very ho- 
neft to him, and give da fincere An{wer tu one thin 
he would defire of me: After fome little Gavi 
with him at the word Sincere, and asking: -him 
if | had ever given him any Anf{wers which were 
not Sincere, I promis’ him 1 would; why then his 
- Requeft was, be faid, to 1ct him fee my. Purfe ; [ 
immediately put my Hand into my Pocket, and 
laughing at him, pull’d: it out, and there. wag in it 
- three Guineas and a Half; then he ask’d me, if there 
was all the Money I bad ? I told him no, ¢axching 
again, not by a great deal. a 4 
W et then, he faid, he would have me promife 
to go and fetch him all the Money I: had. every 
Farthing: J told him J would, and | went into my 
Chamber, and fetch’d him a little private Drawer, 
a . | . where 
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Where I had about fix Guineas more,and fome Sil- 
‘Ver, and threw it all down upon the Bed, and told 
him there was all my Wealth, honeftly to a Shill- 
ling : He look’d a little at it, but did not tell it, 
and huddled itall into the Drawer again, and then 
reaching his Pocket, pull’d out a Key, and bad me 
open a little Walnut-tree Box he had.upon the Table, 
and bring him fucha Drawer, which I did; in this 
Drawer, there wasa great dealof Money in Gold, 
I believe near 200 Guineas, but I knew not how 
much: He took the Drawer, and taking me by the 
Hand, made me put it in, and take a whole Handful ; 
I was backward at that, but he held my Hand hard 
in his Hand, and put it into the Drawer, and made 
me take out as many Guineas almoft as I could well 
take up at once. 

W ueEn I had done fo, he made me put them in- 
to my Lap, and took my little Drawer, and pour’d 
out all my own Money among his, and bad me get 
me gone, and carry. it all into my own Chamber. 

I relate this Story the more particularly, becaufe 
of the good Humour of it, and to fhow the Temper 
with which weconvers’d: It was not long after 
this, but he began every Day to finc Fault with my 
Cloaths, with my Laces, and Head: dreffes; and ina 
Word, prefs’d me to buy better, which by the 
way I was willing enough to do, tho’I did not fcem 
to be fo ; I lov’d nothing in the World better than 
fine Cloaths,. but Itold him I muft Houfewife the 
~ Money he had lent me, or elfe I fhould not be able 
to pay him again. He thentold me ina few Words, 
that as he hada fincere Refpect for me, and knew 
my Circumftances, he had not lent methat Money, 
but given it me, and thathe thought | had merited 
it from him, by giving him my Company fo in- 

tirely as I had done: After this, he made me take 

' a Maid, and keep Houfe, and h's Friend being gone, 

he obliged me to dyet him, which J did very will- 
| ] 


ingly 
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ingly, believing, as ct appear’d, that I thould lofe 
nothing by it, nordid the Womanof the Houfe 
fail to find her Account in it too. | 
We had liv’d thus near three {Months, when, 
. the Company beginning to wear away at the Bath, 
-he talk’d of going Jaway, and fain he would have 
me to go to London with him: 1 was not very eafy, - 
_ inthat Propofal, not knowing what Pofture I was. 
to live in there, or how he might ufe me: But 
while this was in Debate, he fell very Sick; he had 
gone out to a Place in Somarferfhire, call’d Shepton, 
and .was there taken very ill, and fo ill that he 
could not Travel, fo-he fent his Man back to the. 
Bath, to beg me that I would hire a Coach and come 
overtohim: Before he went, he had left his Mo- 
ney and other thingsof Value with me, and what 
to do with them I did not know, but | fecur’d them 
as well as I could, and lock’'d up the Lodgings and 
went to him, where I found him very ill indeed, fo I 
perfwaded him to be carryed ina Litter to Bath, 
where was more Help and better Advice to be had: 
He confented, andI brought him tothe Barb, 
which was about fifteen Miles, as J remember; here 
he continued very ill of a Fever, and kept his Bed 
five Weeks, all which time I nurs’d him and tended: 
him as carefully as if I had been his Wife ; indeed 
if | had been his Wife I could not have done more 
J fat up with him fo much and fo often, that at laft 
‘ indeed he would not let me fit up any longer, and 
then I gota Pallet Bed into his Room, and lay in 
it jufeat his Bed’s Feet. | Ess 
I was indeed fenfibly affected with his Condition, 
and with the Apprehenfions of lofing fuch a Friend 
as he was, and was like to be to me, and I us’d to — 
fit andcry by him many Hours together: At laft 
he grew better, and gave hopes that he would re- 
cover, as indeed hedid, tho’ very flowly. = - 
Weer eit otherwife than what I am going to fay, 


/ 
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. 1 fhould not be ‘backward todifclofe it, as itis ap- - 


parent I have.dope in other Cafes; but I affirm, 
through all this Converfation, abating the com- 
ing into the-Chamber when I or he. was in Bed. and 
the neceflary Offices of attending him Night and: 
Day, when :he was Sick, there had not pafs’d the — 
Jeaft immodeft Word or Aéion between us. O! 


‘that it had been fo to the laft. 


AFrerR fome time he gathered Strength and 
grew well apace, andI would have remov’d my Pa- 


det Bed, but he would not let me, ‘till he was able | 


to .venture himfelf without any Body to fitup with 


him, when I remov’d to my own Chamber. 


HE took many Occafions to exprefS his Senfe of 
my Tendernefs for him; and when hegrew well-he 
made mea Prefent of Fifty Guineas for my Care, and, 
as he call’d it, hazarding my Life to fayenhis. 

A Np now he made deep Proteftations of a fin- 
cere inviolable AffeGtion for me, but with the utmoft 


_ referve for my Virtue, and hisown: Itold himI 


was fully fatisfy’d of it; he carried it that length 
that he. protefted to.me, that if he was naked in 
Bed with me, he would as rfacredly preferve my 
Virtue, as he would defend it, if 1 was affaulted by 
a Ravifher; Ibeliev’d him, and told him I did fo; 
Hnt this did not fatisfy him, he would, he faid, wait 


. for fome Opportunity to give me an undoubted 


‘Teflimony of it. 


Ir wasa great while after this that I had Occa- 
fion, on my Bufinefs, to go to Briftol, uponwhich he 
hir’d me q Coach, and would go with me; and now 
indeed our Intimacy increasd: From Briftel “he 
carry'd me to Gloucefter, which was meerly a Jour- 
ney of Pleafure to take the Air ; and here ic was our 
hapto have no Lodgings in the Inn but in one large 
Chamber with two Beds in it: The Mafter of the 
Houfe going with us to fhow his Rooms, and com- 
Ing Into that Room, faid very frankly ta him, Sir, 

| I2 - ot 
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Tt is none of my Bufinefs to enquire whether theLady be your 
Spoufe or no, but if not, you may lye as honeftly in thefe 
two Beds as tf you were in two Chambers, and with 
that he pulls a great Curtain which drew quite 
crofs the Room, and effe@ually divided the Beds 5 
well, fays my Friend, very readily, thefe Beds will do, 
and as for the reft, we are too near a Kin to lye 
together, tho’? we may lodge near one another ; 
and this put an honeft Face on the thing too. When 
we cameto goto Bed, he decently went out of the 
Room till I was in Bed, and then went to Bed in 
the other Bed, but lay there talking to me a great 
while. fe, * se 
Ar laft repeating his ufual faying, that he could 
lye naked in the Bed with me, and not offer me the 
Icaft Injury, he ftarts out of his Bed, and now my 
Dear, fays he, you fhall fee how juft I will be to you, and 
that I can keep my Word, and away he comes to my 
Bed. bg - | 
I refifted a little, but I muft confefs I fhould 
not have refifted him much, if he had not made 
thofe Promifes at all; fo aftera little ftruggle, 1 lay 
ftil! and let him come to Bed ; when he was there 
he took mein his Arms, and fo I lay all Night with 
him, but he had no more to do with me, or offer’d 
any thing to me, other than embracing me, asl 
fay, in his Arms, no not the whole Night, but rofe 
up and drefs’d him in the Morning, and left me as 
innocent for him as I wasthe Day I was born. — 
T uis wasa furprifing thing to me, and perhaps 
may be fo to others, who know how the Laws of 
Nature Work , for he was a vigorous brisk Perfon ; 
nor did he act thus ona Principle of Religion at all, 
but of meer Affettion; infifting on it, that tho’ I was 
to him the moft agreeable Woman in the World, 
yct becanfe helov’d me he could not injure me. 
~ | ownitwasa noble Principle, but as it was what 
- Inever faw kelore, fo it was perfe@ly see 
| e 
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We travell’d ithe reft of the Journey as we did be- 
fore, and came back tothe Bath, where, as he had 
Opportunity to come to me when he would, he oftea 
repeated the fame Moderation, and I frequently lay 
with him, and altho’ all the Familiarities of Man 
and Wife were common to us, yet he never- once 
offered to go any farther, and he valu’d himfelf 
much upon it ; I donot fay, that I was fo wholly 
pleas’d with it as he thought I was; for I ownl 
was much wickeder than he. 

- We liv’d thus near Two Years, only with this 
Exception, that he went three times to Loydoz in 
that time, and once he continu’d there four Months, 
but todo him Juftice, he always fupply’d me with 
Money to fubfift on very Handfomely. 

_ Hap we continu’d thus, I confefs we had had 


. much to boaft of; bnt as wife Men fay, itis ill ven- 


turing too near the brink of a Command, fo we 
found it ; and here again I muft do him the Juttice, 
to own that the firft Breach was not on his Part: 
It was one Night that we were in Bed together warm 
and merry, and having drank, I think, a little more 
both of us, than ufual, tho’ not in the leaft to difor- 
der us, when after fome other Follies which I car» 


‘not Name, and being clafp’d clofe in his Arms, J 


told him, (I repeat st with fhame and horror of Soul) 
thacI could find in my Heart to difcharge him of 
his Engagement for one Night and no more. 

Hr took meat my Word immediately, and af- 
ter that, there was no refifting him ; neither indeed 
had I any mind to refift him any more. 

Tuu s the Government of our Virtue was bro- 
ken, andI exchang’d the Place of Friend, for that 
unmufical harfh founding Title of Whore. In the 
Morning wewere both at our Penitentials, | cried 
very heartily, he exprefs’d himfelf very forry ; but 
that wasall either of us could do at that time, end 
the way being thus ne and the Bars ef _—— 

| 3 | an. 
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and Confcience thus remov’d, we had the lefs to’ 
ftruggle with. 
lr was buta dull kind of Converfation that we 

had together for all the reft of that Week, I 
look’d on him with Blufhes ; and every now and 
then ftarted that melancholly Objedtion, Whar if I 
fhould be with Child now ? What will become of me then ? 
He encouraged me by telling me, that as Iong as 
I was true to him, he would be fo to me; and fince 
it was gone fuch a length (which indeed he never 
intended) yet if I was with Child, he would take 
care of that and metoo: ‘This harden’d us both; 
I affured him if I was with Child, I would die for 
want of a Midwife rather than name him as the 
Father of it 3 and he aflured me, I fhould never want 
if } fhould be with Child: ° Thefe mutual Affurances 
harden’d us in the thing , and after this we repeated: 
the Crime as often as we pleafed, till at length, as T 
fear’d, fo itcame to pafs, and I was indeed with 
Child. _ | | 

Arter I was fure it was fo, and I had fatisfied 
him of it too, we,began to think of taking Mea- 
fures for the managing it, and I propos’d trufting 
the Secret to my Landlady, and asking her Advice, 
which he agreed to: My Landlady a Woman (asI 
found) us’d to fuch things, made light of it 5 fhe faid, 
fhe knew it would come to that at laft, and made us 
very merry about it: <As!1 faid above, we found her 
an experienced old Lady at fuch Work ; fhe under- 
took every thing, engag’d to procure a Midwife and 
a Nurfe, to fatisfy all Enquiries, and bring us off 
at Reputation, and fhe did fo very dexteroufly in- 

eed. ; 

W uenl grew near my time, fhe defirrd my 
Gentleman to go away to London, ot make as if he 
did fo ; when he was gone, fhe acquainted the Pa- 
rifh Officers that there was a Lady ready to lye in 
at her Houfe, but that fhe knew her Husband poe 

we 
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wel}, and gave them, as fhe pretended, an account 
of. his Name, which ihe call’d Sir Walter Cleave 4 
telling them, he was a worthy Gentleman, and that 
he would anfwer for all Enquiries, and the like: 
‘This fatisfied the Parifh Officers prefently, and I 
lay Inn inas much Credit as I could have done if 
' J had really been my Lady Cleave; and was affifted 
in my Trava‘l by three or four of the beft Citizens 
Wives of Bath, which however made me a little the 
more Expenfive to him ; 1 often exprefled my con- 
cern to him about that part, but he bid me not be 
concerned at it. 
As he had furnifh’'d me véry fifficiently with — 
Money for the extraordinary Expences of my lying 
Inn, | had every thing very handfome about me 5 
but did not affeét to be fo Gay or Extravagant nei- 
ther ; befides knowing theWorld, as I had done, and 
that fuch kindof things do not often laft long, I 
took care to lay upas much Money as 1 céuld for 
a wet Day, as Icalld it; making him believe it 
was all fpent upon the extraordinary Appearance of 
things in my lying Inn. 

By this Means, with what he had given meas a- 
‘bove, I had atthe end of my lying Inn 200 Guineas 
by me, including alfo what was left of my own. 
| was brought to Bed of a fine Boy indeed, and a 
charming Child it was ; and when he heard of it, 
he wrote me a very kind obliging Letter about it, — 
and then told me, he thought tt would look better 
for me tocome away for London as foon | was up 
and well, that he had provided Apartments for me 
at Hamerfmith, as if 1 came only from Lowdon, and 
that after a whilcJ fhould go back to the B.th, and 
he would go with me. 

I lik’d his Offer very well, and hir’d a Coach on 
purpofe, and taking my Child and a Wet-Nurfe to 
tend and fuckle it, and a Maid Servant with me, 
away Ll went for London. 

I 4 Hp 
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He met me at Reading in his own Charriot, and’ 
taking me into that, left the Servant and theChild 
in the hir’d Coach, and fo he brought me to my new 
Lodgings at Hamerfmith ; with which 1 had abun- 
dance of Reafonto be very well pleas’d, for they 
were very handfome; Rooms. | 

A Np now I was indeed in the height of what * 
might call Profperity, and I wanted nothing but to 
be a Wife, which however could not be in this Cafe, 
and therefore on all Occafions | ftudied to fave what 
I could, as I faid above, againft the time of Scarcity 5 
knowing well enough that fuch things as thefe do 
not always continue, that Men that keep Miftrefles 
often change them, grow weary of them, or Jealous 
of them, or fomething or other ; and fometimes 
_ the Ladies that are thus well us’d, are not careful by 

a prudent Condué to preferve the Efteem of their 

Perfons, or the nice Article of their Fidelity, and 

then they are juftly caft off with Contempt. 

Bur I was fecur’d in this Point, for as I had no 
Inclination to change, fo I had no manner of Ac- 
quaintance, fo no Temptation to look any farther 5 
1 kept no Company butin the Family where} lodg’d, 
and with a Clergyman’s Lady at next Door; fo 
that when he was abfefit I vifited no Body, nor did 
he ever find meout of my Chamber or Parlour when- 
ever he came down ; if I went any where to take the 
Air it was always with him. 

Tue living in this manner with him, and his 
with me, was certainly the moft undefigned thing 
inthe World 5; he often protefted to me that when 

. he became firft acquainted with me, and even to 
the very Night when we firft broke in upon our 

Rules, he never hadathe leaft Defign of lying 

with me; that he always had a fincere Affedtion for 

me, but not the leaft real Inclination to do what 

he had done 5 I affured him { never fufpe&ed him, 
that if I had, I fhould not fo eafily have yielded i. 

| the 
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leave it quite off, if I could but cometo lay up Mo- 
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the Freedoms which brought it on, but was all.a 
Surprize, and was owing to our having yielded too 
far to our mutual Inclinations that Night; and in- 
deed I have often obferv’d fince, and leave it as 
a Caution to the Readers of this Story, that we 
ought to be cautious of gratifying our Inclinations | 
in loofe and lew’d Freedoms, leaft we find our Refo- 
lutions of Virtue fail us in the Jun@ure when their 
Affiftance fhould be moft neceffary. 

I r is true that from the firft Hour I began to con- 
verfe with him, I refolv’d to let him lye with me, 
if he offered it; but it was becaufe I wanted his 
Help, and knew of no other way of fecuring him : 
But when we were that Night together, and, as I 
have faid, had gone fuch a length,!I found my Weak- 
nefs, the Inclinations was not to be refifted, but I 
was obliged to: yield up all even before he ask’d 


‘it. : 


However, he was fo juft to me that he never 
upbraided me with that ; nor did he ever exprefs 
the leaft diflike of my Condu& on any other Occas 
fion, but always protefted he was as much delighted 
with my Company as he was the firft Hour we came 
together. 

I 1 is true that he had no Wife, thar cs to fay, 
fhe was no Wife to him, but the Reflections of Con- 
{cience oftentimes fnatcha Man, efpecially a Man 


_of Senfe, from the Atms of a Miftrefs, as it did 


him at laft, tho’ on another Occafion. 

On the other hand, tho’ I was not without fecret 
Reproaches of my own Confcience for the Life I 
led, and that even in the greateft height of the Sa- 
tisfaction | ever took, yet I had the terrible prof- 
pect of Poverty and Starving, which lay on me asa 
trightful Spectre, fo that there was no looking behind 
me: But as Poverty brought me. into it, fo fear of 
Poverty kept mein ‘it, and I frequently refolv’d to 


ney 
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mey enough to maintain me: But thefe were 
Thoughts of no weight, and whenever he came to 
me they vanifh’d 5 for. his Company was fo Delight- 
ful, that there was no being Melancholly when he 
was there, the Reflections were all the Subje& of 
thofe Hours when | was alone. 

1 liv’d Six Yearsin this happy, but unhappy Corn- 
dition, in which time I brought him three Children, 
but only the firft of them liv’d ; and tho’ ] remov’d 
twice in that Six Years, yet I came back the Sixth 
Year to my firft Lodgings at Hamerfmith: Here it 
was that | was one Morning furpris’d with a kind 
but melancholly Letter from my Gentleman; inti- 
mating, that he was very ill, and was afraid he 
fhould have another Fit of Sicknefs, but that his 
Wife’s Relations being in the Houfe with him, it 
would not be practicable to have me with him, 
which however he exprcefs’d his great Diffatista@ti. 
onin, and that he wilh’d I could be allow’d to tend 
and Nurfe him as 1 did before. | 

I was very much concern d at this Account, and 
was very impatientto know how it was with him; 
I waiteda Fortnight or thereabouts, and heard no- 
thing, which furpriz’d mc, and I began to be very 
uneafy indeed ; I think,I may fay, that for the next 
Fornight I was near to diftracted : It was my par- 
ticular Difficulty, that I did not know dire&ly where 
he was ; for I underftood at firft he was in the Lodg- 
ings of his Wife’s Mother ; but having remov’d my 
felf to London, I foon found, by the help of the Dire- 
&ion I had for writing my Letters to him, how to 
enquire after him, and thereI found that he was at 
a Houfe in Bloomfbary, whither he had remov’d his 
whole Family ; and that his Wife, and: Wife’s Mo- 
ther were, in the fame Houfe, tho’ the Wife was not 
fuffered to know that fhe was in the fame Houfe with 
her Husband. = ' 
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Herd Ff alfo foon underftood that he was at the 
laft Extremity, which made me almoft at the laft 
Extremity too, tohaveatrue Account: One Night 
1 had the Curiofity to difguife my felf like a Servant 
Maid in a round Cap andStraw Hat. and went to 
the Door, as fent bya Lady of his Neighbourhood, 
where he liv’d before, and giving Mafter and Mr- 
ftrefs’s Service, I faid I was fentto know how Mr. 
did, and how he had refted that Night , 
in delivering this Meflage I got the Opportunity 
I defir’d, for fpeaking with one of the Maids, I 
held -a long Goffips Tale with her, and had all the 
Particulars of his IiInefs, which I found was a Plu- 
refy, attended with a Cough and Fever ; fhe told me 
alfo who was inthe Houfe, and how his Wife was, 
who, by her Relation, they were in fome hopes 
‘might recover her Underftanding ; but as to the 
Gentleman himfelf, the Doctors faid there was very 
little hopes of him, that in the Morning they thought 
he had been dying, and that he was but little better 
then, forthey did not expec that he could live over 
the next Night. 7 

T urs was heavy News for me, andI began now 
to fee an‘end of my Profperity, and to fee that it 
was welll had plaid the good Houfewife, and fav’d 
fomething while he was alive, for now I had no view 
of my own Living before me. | | 

It lay very heavy upon my Mind too, that I had 
a Son, a finé lovely Boy, above five Years old, and 
no Provifion made for it, at leaft that | knew of; 
with thefe Confiderations, and a fad Heart, I went 
home that Evening, and began to caft with my felf 
how I fhould live, and in what manner to beftow my . 
felf, for the refidue of my Life. — | 

You maybe fure! could not reft without enqui- 
ring again very quickly what was become of him ; 
and not venturing to go my felf, I fent feveral fham 
Meflengers, till aftera Fortnights waiting longer, I 
ae oe found 
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found that there was hopes of his Life, tho’ he 
was ftill very ill; then I abated my fending to the 
Houfe, and in fome time after I learnt in the Neigh- 
bourhood that he was about Houfe, and then that 
he was Abroad again. | 

I made no doubt then but that I fhould foon 
hear of him, and began to comfort my felf with my 
Circumftances, being, as I thought, recovered; [ wait< | 
ed a Week, and two Weeks, and with much furprize 
neat two Months and heard nothing, but that being 


_ recovered he was gone into the Country for the Air, 


after his Diftemper; after this it was yet two 
Months more, and then I underftood he was come to 
his City-Houfe again, but ftilll heard nothing from 
him. . 

I had written feveral Letters for him, and dire- 
&ed them as ufual, and found two or three of them 
had been call’d for, bat not the ref?: 1 wrote again 
in a more prefling manner than ever, and in one of 
them let him know, that I muft be fore’d to wait 
on him my felf, reprefenting my Circumftances, the 


_ Rent of Lodgings to pay, and the Provifion for the 


Child wanting, and my owa deplorable Condition, © 
deftitute ot Subfiftance after his moft folemn En- 
gagement, to take Care of; and provide for me; I 
took a Copy of this Letter, and finding it lay at the 


-Houfe, near a Month, and was not call’d for, | found 


Means to have the Copy of it, put into his Hands at 
a Coffee Houfe, where1 had found he had usd, to 
oO. 

Tuts Letter forced an Anfwer from him, by 
which, tho’ I found I was to be abandon’d, yet 1 
found he had fent a Letter to me fome time before, 
defiring me to go down to the Bath again; its Con- 
tents I fhall come to prefently. , 

Ir is true that Sick Bedsare the times, when fuch 
Correfpondences as _ this is look’d on with different 


_ Countenances, and feen with other Eyes then we faw 


them 
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them with before: My Lover had been at the 
Gates of Death, and at the very brink of Eternity , 
and it feems ftruck with a due Remorfe, and with 
fad RefleGions upon his paft Life of Gallantry and 
Levity ; and among the reft, his criminal Corre- © 
fpondence with me, which was indeed neither more 
or lefs thana long continu’d Life of Adultery, had 
reprefented it felfasit really was, not as it had been 
formerly thought by him to be, and he look’d upon 
it now witha juft Abhorence. : 

I cannot but obferve alfo, and leave it for the Di- 
rection of my Sexin fuch Cafes of Pleafure, that 
whenever fincere ee fucceeds fach a Crime 
as this, there never fails to attend a Hatred of the 
Obje& ; and the more the Affe@tion might feem to 
be before, the Hatred will be more in Propor- 
tion: It will always be fo, indeed it cannot be o- 
therwife ; for there cannot bea true and fincere 
Abhorence of the Offence, and the Love to the 
Caufe of it remain ; there will with an Abhorence 
of the Sin be found a Deteftation of the fellow Sin- 
ner; youcanexpect noother. | 
- I found it fo here, tho’ good Manners, ‘and Juftice 
inthis Gentleman, kept him from carrying it on to 
any Extream; but the fhort Hiftory of his Part in 
this Affair was thus ;he perceived by my laft Letter, 
and by the reft, which he went for after, that 1 was 
not gone to the Bath, and that his firit Letter had 
not come to my Hand, upon which he writes me, 
thisfollowing: «© ° © ©)  * 7 


Madam, 

| I AM furpri’d that my Letter dated the 8th of laf 

| Monthy did not come to your Hand, I give you my 
Word st was'deliver’d at your Lodgings, and to the Hands 
of your Maid. oa | 
LT need not acquaint you with what has been my Con- 

dition for fome time paft, and how having been at the 
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Edge of the Grave, I am by the unexpetted and un« 
deferved Mercy of Heaven reftor’'d again: Inthe 
Condition I have been in, it cannot be ftrange to you that 
our unhappy Gorrefpondence has not been the leaft of the 
Burthens which lay upon my Confcience; I need fay no more, 
thofe things that muft be repented of, muft be alfo re- 
orm d. | 

f I wilh you would think of going back to the Bath, I en- 
clofe you herea Bill for 501. for clearing your felf at 
your Lodgings, and carrying you down, and hope it will 
be no Surprize to you toadd, that on this Account only, 
and not for any Offence given me on your fide, I can 
SEE YOU NO MORE; J willtake due care of the 
Child, leave him where he is, or take him with you, as 
yor pleafe, I wifh youthe like Reflettsons, and that they 
may be toyour Advantage, Iam, &c. . 

Iwas ftruck with this Letter, as with a thoufand 
Wounds, the Reproaches of my own Confcience were 
fuch as I cannot exprefs, for I was not blind to my 
own Crime ; and I reflected that I might with lefs 
Offence have continued with my Brother, fince there 
was no Crime in our Marriage on that Score, neither 
of us knowing it. — al 

Bur I never once reflected that I was all this while 


- amarry’d Woman, a Wife to Mr. ——. the Linnen- 


« . 
Lid 


Draper, who tho’ he had left me. by the Neceflity 
of his Circumftances, had no Power to difcharge me 
from the Marriage Contra& which was between us, 
or to give me a legal liberty to marry again; fo that 
I had been no lefs than a Whore and an Adultrefs all - 
this while : [ then reproach’d my felf with the Li- 
berties [ had taken, and how I had been a Snare to 
this Gentleman, and that indeed I was aoe ep in 
the Crime; that now he was mercifully {natch d out 
of the Gulph by a convincing Work upon hisMind, 
but that | was left as if I was abandon’d ‘by.Heaven 
fp a continuing in my Wickednefs, ‘ | 
er a ae N- 
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Unper thefe RefleGions I continu’d very penfive 
and fad for neara Month, and did not go down ta 
the Bath, having no Inclination to be with the Wo- 
man who I was with before, leaft, as | thought, fhe 
fhould prompt me to fome wicked Courfe of Life a- 
gain, as fhe haddone; and befides, I was loth fhe 
Should know IJ was caft off as above. | : 

Anp now I was.greatly perplex’d about my little 
Boy ; it was Death to me to part with the Child, and 
yet when I confider’d the Danger of being one time 
or other left with him to keep without being able to 
fupport him, I then refolv’d to leave him; but then 
I concluded to be near him my {elf too, that I might 
have the Satisfaction of feeing him, without the Care 
of providing for him. So [fent my Gentleman a 
fhort Letter that | had obey’d his Orders inall things, 
but that of going back to the Bath, that however 
parting from him was a Wound to me that I could 
never recover, yet that I was fully fatisfied his Re- 
flections were juft, and would be very far fram de- 
firing to obftru@ his Reformation. | 

Tuen I reprefented my own Circumftances to him 
in the moft moving Terms : I told him that thofe 
unhappy Diftrefles which firft mov’d him toa gene- 
tous Friendfhip for me, would, I hope. move him | 
to a little Concern for me now; tho’ the Criminal 
part of our Correfpondence, which I believed neither 
of us intended to fall into at that time, was broken 
off; that I defir’d to repent as fincerely as he had — 
done, but intreated him to put me in fome Conditi- | 
on, that | might not be expos’d to Temptations from 
the frightful prof{ped& of Poverty and Diftrefs ; andif 
he had the leaft Apprehenfions of my being trouble- 
fome to him, I beg’d he would put me in a Pofture 
to go back to my Mother in Virginia, from whence 
he knew Icame, and that would put an end to all 
his Fears on that account; I concluded, that if he 
would fend me 59 /, more to facilitate my going aay 
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I would fend him back a general Releafe, and would 
promife never to difturb him more with any Impor- 
tunities ; unlefs it were to hear of the well-doing of 
the Child, who, if [found my Mother living, and my 
Circumftances able, I would fend for and take him 
alfo off of his Hands. | | i 
‘Turs was indeed alla Cheat thus far, viz. that I 
had no intention to go to Virginia, as the Account of 
my former Affairs there may convince any Body of; 
but the Bufinefs was to get this laft Fifty Pounds of 
him, if poffible, knowing well enough it would be 
the laft Penny I was ever to expe. 
_ However, the Argument I us’d, namely, of giv- 
ing him a general Releafe, and never troubling him 
any more, prevail’d effeGtually, and he fent mea Bill 
for the Money by a Perfon who brougnt with him | 
a general Releafe for me to fign, and which I frankly 
fign’d ; and thus, tho’ full fore againft my will, a final 
End was put to this Affair. | | 
_ Awnp here I cannot but refle& upon the unhappy — 
Confequence of too great Freedoms between Perfons 
ftated as we were, upon the pretence of innocent In- 
tentions, Love of Friendfhip, and the like ; for the 
Flefh has generally fo great a fhare in thofe Friend- 
fhips, that it is great odds, but Inclination prevails 
at laft over the moft folemn Refolutions; and that 
Vice breaks in at the Breaches of Decency, which 
really innocent Friendfhip ought to preferve with the 
_greateft ftridtnefs; but I leave the Readers of thefe 
things to their own juft Reflections, which they will 
‘be more able to make effectual than I, who fo foon 
forgot my felf, and amtherefore but a very indiffe- 
rent Monitor. _ | 
I was now a fingle Perfon again, as I may call my 
felf; Iwas loos’d from all the Obligations either of 
Wedlock or Miftrefsfhip in the World; except my 
Husband the Linnen Draper, who | having not now 
heard from in almoft Fifteen Years, no Body hes 
| ame 
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blame me for thinking my fel: entirely from 5 feeing 


alfo he had at his going away cold me, thatif I did - 


- mot hear frequently from him, I fhould conclude he 
was dead, and I might freely marry again to whom 
I pleas’d. aca 

I now began to caft up my Accounts; I had by 
many Letters, and much Importunity, and with the 
_Interceffion of my Mother too, had afecond return of 
fome Goods from my Brother, as Inow call him, In 
Virginia, to make up the Damage of the Cargo ! 
brought away with me, and this too was upon the 
Condition of my fealing a general Releafe to him, 
which though I thought hard, but yet | was oblie’d 
to promife. I manag’d fo well in this cafe, that I 
got my Goods away before the Releafe was fign’d, 
and then I always found fomething or other to fay to 
evade the thing, and to put off the figaing it all; till 
at Length I pretended I muft write to my Brother, be- 
foreI could do ir. 

IncLupine this Recruit, and before I got the laft 
sol. | found my ftrength to amount, put all toge= 
ther, to about 400/. fo that with that I had above 
45ol. Lhad fav’d tool. more, but I met with a Dil 
after with that, which was this; that a Goldfmith 
in whofe Hands | had trufted it, broke, fo | loft 70. 
of my Money, the Man’s Compofition not making 
above 30/. outof his :oo0/. I hada little Plate, but 


not much, and was well enough ftock’d with Cloaths 


and Linnen. | 
Wiru this Stock I had the World to begin again; 


but you are to confider, that I was not now the fame | 


Woman as when I liv’d at Rotherbith 5 for firft of all 
I was near 29 Years older, and did not look the bete 
ter for my Age, nor for my Rambles to Virginia aud 


back again; and tho’ Tomitted nothing that might ° 


fet me out to Advantage. except Painting, for that 
I never ftoop’d to, yet there would always be fome 
~ oK difference 
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difference feen between Five and Twenty and Two 
and Forty. Z 

I caft about innumerable ways for my future State | 
of Life, and began to confider very ferioufly what I 
_ fhould do, but nothing offer’d, \ took care to make 
the World take me for fomething more than I was, 
and had it given out that | was a Fortune, and that 
my Eftate was in my own Hands, the laft of which 
was very true, the firft of it wasas above: I had no 
Acquaintance, which was one of my worft Misfor- 
tunes, and the Confequence of that was, } had no 
Advifer, and above all, | had no Body to whom I 
could in confidence commit the Secret of my Circum- 
ftances to; and I found by Experience, that to be 
Friendlefs is. the worft Condition, next to being in 
. want, that a Woman can be reduc'd to: I fay a Wo- 
man, becaufe ’tis evident Men can be their own Ad- 
vifers, and. their own Directors, and know how to 
work themfelves out of Difficulties and into Bufinefs 
better than Women ; but if a Woman has no Friend 
to Communicate her Affsirs to, and to advife and 
affift her, ‘tis ten to one but fhe is undone; nay, and 
the-more Money fhe has, the more Danger fheisin 
of being wrong’d and decciv’d; and this was my 
Cafe in the Afftir of the Hundred Pound which I 
left in the Hand of the Goldfinith, as above, whofe 
Credit, it feems, was upon the Ebb before, buc I 
that had no Body to confult with, knew nothing of 
it, and fo loft my Money. 

Wen a Wonmnan is thus left defolate and void of 
Council, the is juft like a Bag of Money, or a Jewel 
dropt on the Highway. which is a Prey to the next 
Comer ; if a Manof Virtue and upright Principles 
happens to findit, he will bave it cried, and the 
~ Owner may come to hear of it again; but how many — 
times fhall fuch a thing fall into Hands that will make 
no fernple of feizing it for their own, to once that 
it fhal} come into good Hands. 

SO | . Tuts 
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Tuis was evidently my Cafe, for Iwas now a 
loofe unguided Creature, and had no Help, no Af- 
fiftance,. no Guide for my Condua. { knew what I 
aim’d at, and whatI wanted, but knew nothing how 
to purfue the End by direct means; I wanted to be 
plac’d in a fettled State of Living, and had I hap- 
pen’d to meet with a fober good Husband, I fhould 
have been as true a Wife to him as Virtue it felf 
could have form’d: If I had been otherwife, the 
Vice came in always at the Door of Neceffity, not 
at the Door of Inclination; and I underf{tood too 
well, by the want of it, what the Value ofa fetrl'd 
Life was, to do any thing to forfeit the felicity of it; 
nay, I fhould have made the better Wife for all the 
Difficulties I had p:fs’d thro’, by a great deal; nor 
did lin any of the Times that I had been a Wife, 
give my Husbands the leaft uneafinefs on account of 
my Behaviouf® 3 
_ Bur all this was nothing ; I found no incouraging 
Profpeét ; I waited, I liv’d regularly, and with as 
much frugality as became my Circumftances, but no- 
thing offer'd ; nothing prefented, and the main Stock 
wafted apace ; what to do I knew not, the Terror of 
approaching Poverty lay hard upon my Spirits: I 
had fome Money, but where to place it I knew not, 
nor would the Intereft of it maintain me, at leaft 
not in London. 

A r length a new Scene open’d: There was in the 
Houfe, where I lodg’d, a North Country Gentle- 
woman, and nothing was more frequent in her Dif- 
courfe, than her account of the cheapnefs of Provi- - 
fions, and the eafy way of living in her County ; 
how plentiful and how cheap every thing was, what 
good Company they kept, and the like; till at laft I 
told her fhe almoft tempted me to go and live in her 
County ; for I that was a Widow, tho’ I had fu ffici- 
ent to liveon, yet had no way of increafing it, and 
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that Londen was an extravagant Place; that I found 
I could not live here under a Hundred Pound a Year, 
unlefs [ kept no Company, no Servant, made no Ap- 
pearance, and buried my fely in Privacy, asif Iwas - 
oblig’d to it by Neceflity. 

I fhould have ob‘erv d, that fhe was always made 
to believe, as every Body elfe was, t:at I was a 
great Fortune, or at leaft that I had Three or Four 
Thoufand Pounds, if not more, and allinmy own 
hands ; and fhe was mighty fweet upon me when fhe. 
thought me inclin’d in the Icaft to go into her Coun- 
' try; fhe faid fhe had a Sifter liv’d near Liverpool, 
that her Brother was a confiderable Gentleman there, 
and had a great Eftate alfo in Jreland ; that fhe wou’d_ 
go down there in about two Months, and if I would 
give her my Company thither, I fhould be.as wel. 
come as her {elf fora Month or more as I pleas’d, 
till I fhould fee how I ik’d the Countsy , and if E 
thought fit to live there, fhe would undertake they 
would take care, tho’ they did not entertain Lodgers © 
themfelves, they would recommend me to fome agre- 
able Family, where I fhould be plac’d to my content, 

lr this Woman had known my real Circumftances, 
— fhe would never have laid fo many Snares, and taken 
fo many weary fteps to catcha poor defolate Creature 
that wes good for little when it was caught ; and in- 
deed J, whofe Cafe was almoft defperate, and thought 
I cou’d nut be much worfe, was not very anxious a- 
bout what might befall me, provided they did me no 
— perfonal Iajury ; to I fuffered my felf,tho not with- 
out a great deal of Invitation, and great Proteffions 
of fincere Friendihip and real Kindets, J fay, } fufs 
fer’d my fel. to be prevail’d npon to go with her, 
and accordingly Uput my felf in a Pofture for a 
Journey. tho’ I did not abfolutely know whither I 
Was to £0. Sa 

A-v now I found my {lf in great Diftrefs ; what 
—dittle Thad 1a the World was all in Money, except 
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as before, a little Plate, fome Linnen, and my Cloaths 
as for Houfhold ftuff I had little or none. for ¥ had 
liv’d always in Lodgings; but I bad not one Friend 
in the World with whom to truft that Ittle I had, 
‘or to direé& me how to difpofe of it; Ithovghr of 
the Bank, and of the other Companies in Lowden, 
but | had no Friend to commit the Vianagement of 
it to, and to keep and carry about me Bank Bills, 
Talleys, Orders, and fach things, | Icok’d upon 
as uafafe ; that if they were loft my Moncy was loft, 
and -hen IL was undone; an. onthe other hand I 
might be robbd, and perhaps murderd ina ftrange 

place for them 3 and what tn do I knew not. | 

Ir came in my Thoughts one Morning that I would 
go to the Baxk my felf, where I had often been to 
-receive the Intereft of fome Bills I had, and where 
Thad found the Clark, to whom I apply’d my felf, 
very Honeft to me, and particularly fo tatr one 
time, that when [had mifs-told my Money, and taken 
lefs than my due, and was coming away, he fet me 
to rights and gave me the reft, which he might have 
put into his own Pocket. 

I went to hin, and ask'd if he would trouble bimfelf 
to be my Advifer, who was a poor frrendlefs Widow, and 
Ricw not what to do: He told me, if I defir’d his Opt- 
nion of any thing within the reach of his Bufinefs, 
he would do his Endeavour that I fhould not be 
wrong'd, but that he would alfo help me to a good 
fober Perfon of his Acquaintance, who was a Clark 
in fuch Bufinefs too, tho’ not in their Houfe, whofe 
Judgment was good, and whofe Honefty I might de- 
pend upon 3 for, added he, J wid anfwer for bim, and 
for every flep he takes if be wrones you, Madam, of 
one Farthing, it fhall lye at my dow 3 and he delights to 
affitt People in fuch Cafes, he does it as an a& of 
Charity. ? 

I was a littleata ftand at this Difcourfe, but uf- 
ter fome paufe J told him, 1 had rather have depend- 
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ed upon him, becaufe I had found him Honeft, but 
if that cou’d not be, I would take his Recommenda- 


- tion fooner than any ones elfe;, J dare fay, Madam, 


fays he, that you will be as well fatisfied with my Friend 
as with me, and he is thoroughly able to affift you, which 
Iam not, it feems he had his Hands full of the Bufi- 
nefs of the Bank, and had engag’d to meddle with no 
other Bufinefs than that of his Office: He added, that 
his Friend fhould take nothing of me for his Advice 
or Affiitance, and this indeed encourag’d me. 

He appointed the fame Evening, after the Bank 
was fhut, for me to meet him and his Friend; as 
foon as I faw his Friend, and he-began but to talk of 
the Affair, Iwas fully fatisfied I had a very honeft 
Man to deal with, his Countenance {poke it, and his 
Character, as I heard afterwards, was every where 
fo good, that I had no room for.any more doubts. 
upon me. | 

Arrer the firft meeting, in which I only faid what 
I had faid before, he appointed me to come the next 
Day, telling me, I might in the mean time fatisfy my 
felf of him by enquiry,: which however I knew not 
how to do, having no Acquaintance my felf. 

AccorpDinGcLy I met him the next Day, when I 
entered more freely with him into my Cafe, J told 
him my Circumftances at large, that J was 2 Widow 
come over from America, perfeatly defolate and friend- 
lefs ; that I had a little Money, and but a little, and 
was almoft diftraGted for fear of lofing it, having 
no Friend in the World to truft with the manage- 
ment of it; that I was going into the North of Eng- 
land to live cheap, that my Stock might not wafte ; 
that I would willingly Lodge my Money in the Bank, 
but that ! durft not carry the Bills about me 5 and 
how to Correfpond about it, or with who, I knew not. 

H told me I might lodge the Moncy in the Bank 
as an Account, and its being entred in the Books 
would entitle me to the Money at any time, and if I 
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was inthe North I might draw Bills on the Gahhice . 
and receive it when I would; but that then it wou’d 
be efteem’d as running Cafh, and the Bank would 
give nolntereft for it; that I might buy Stock withit, — 
and fo it would lie in ftore for me, but that then if 
I wanted to difpof> of it, I muft come upto Town 
to Transfer it, and even it would be with fome diffi- 
culty I fhould receive the half yearly Divfdend, un- 
lefs I was here in Perfon, or had fome Friend I cou!d 
‘truft with having the Stock in. his Name to doit for 
me, and that would have the fame difficulty init as 
before ;and with that he look’d hard at me and fmil‘d 
a little ; at laft, fays be, why do you not get a head 
Steward, Madam, that may take you and your Money 
together, and then you would have the trouble tak- 
en off of your Hands? Ay, Sir, andthe Money too 
it may be, fad Jf, for truly J find the hazard that may 
is asmuch as’tis tother way; but | remember, J faid, 
fecretly to my felf, I with you would ask me the 
Queftion fairly, I would confider very ferioufly on it 

before I faid NO. ° 2 
H = went on a good way with me, and T thought 
once or twice he was in earnef{t, but to my real Af- 
flidiou, I found at laft he had a Wife; but when he 
own’d he had a Wife he fhook his Head, and faid 
with fome Concern, that indeed he had 2 wife, and 
no Wife: 1 began to think he had been in the Condi- 
tion of my Jate Lover, and that his Wife had been 
Lunatick, or fome fuch thing : However, we had not 
‘much more Difcourfe at that time, but he told me 
he was in too much hurry of bufinets then, but that 
if | would come home to his Houfe after their Bufi- 
nels was over, he would confider what might be 
done for me, to put my Affairs in a Poiture of Se- 
curity: I told him I would come, and defir’d to know 
where he liv’d : He gave me a Direction in Writing, 
and, when he gave it me he read it to me, and faid 
there tis, Madam, if you dare truft your felf with 
K 4 me; 
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me: Yes Sir, fad J, 1 believe I may-venture to truft 
ou with my felt, fer you have a Wife you fay, aad 
1 don't want a Husband ; befices, I dare truft you 
with my Money, which is all | have in the World, 
andif that were gone, I may truft my felfany where. . 
. He faid fome things in Jeft that were very hand- 
fome and mannerly, and would have pleasd me very 
weil if they had been in carneft 5 bat that pals’d over, 
I took the Dire&ions, and appointed to be at his 
. Houfe at Seven o’Clock the fame Evening. 

W uen Icame he made feveral Propofals for my 
placing my Money in the Bank, in order to my 
having ‘ntereft for it, but ftill fome difficulty or o- 
ther came in the way, which he objected is not fafe; 
and I found fuch'a fincere difinterefted Honefty in 
him, that I began to think ! had certainly found the 
honeft Man I wanted; and that I could never put 
my felf into better Hands; fo I told him witha 
ereat deal of franknefs that | had never met witha 
Man or Woman yet that icould truft, or in whom 
J could think my felf fafe, but that 1 faw he was fo 
difintereftedly concern d for my fafety, that I would 
freely truft him with the management of that little 
I had, if he would accept to be Steward for a poor 
Widow that could give him no Salary. 

He fmild, add ftanding up with great Refpe& 
faluted me ; he told me he could not but take it very 
kindly that I had fo good an Opinion of him; that 
he would not deceive me, that he would do any thing 
in his Powcr to ferve me and expe@& no salary , but 
that he could not by any means accept of a Truft 
that might bring him to be fufse&ed of Self-inte- 
reft, and that if 1 fhould die he might have Difputes 
with my Executors, which he fhould be very loth to 
encumber himfelf with. 

I told him if thofe were all his ObjeGions I would 
foon. remove them,. and convince him. that there 
was ast the leaft room for any difficulty ; for that 
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firft as for fufpecting him, ifever now was the time to 
fufpe& him, and not to put the Truft into is Hands, 
_ and whenever Idi! ‘ufpe& him, he could but throw 
it up then and refufe to g0 on 5 ‘Then as to Executors, 
laffur’d him I had no Heirs, nor any Relazions in 

England and 1 wovld have neither Heirs or Execue 
tors but himfelf, unlefS I fhould alter my Cond:tion, 
and then his Truitt and Trouble fhould ceafe toge- 
ther, which however I had no profpe@ of yet; but 
I told him if U died as 1-was, it fhould be all his own, 
and he would deferve it by being fo faithfulto me, as 
1 was fatisfied he would be. 

-He chang d his Countcnance at this Difcourfe, and 
ask d me, how I came to have fo much g: od wil! for 
him? and lonking very much pleas’d. faid, he might 
very lawfully wifh he was fingle for my fake; Timild 
and told him, that as hewas not, my Offer could have 
no defign upon him, and to wifh, was not to be al- 
low’d, *twas Criminal to his Wife. 

He told me Iwas wrong; for, fays hey as | faid 
before, I have a Wife and no Wiie, and ’twould be 
no Sin to wifh her hang’d; I know nothing of your 
Circumftances that'way, Sir, faid1 5 but it cannot 
be innocent to wifh your Wife dead; [tell you, fays 
he again, fhe is a Wife and no Wife; youdon’t know 
what lam, or what fhe is. 

‘ Tuat’s true, faid J, Sir, I don’t know what you 
are, but I believe you to bean honeft Man, and that’s 
the Caufe of all my Confidence in you. 

Wet, well, /ays be, and fol am, but I am fome- 
thing elfe too, Madam; for, fays be, to be plain with 
you, | ama Cuckold, and fhe is a Whore; he {poke it 
in a kind of Jeft, but it was with fuch an awkward 
{mile, that I perceiv’d it ftuck very clofe to him, 
and he look’d difmally when he faid it. 

Tuar alters the Cafe indeed, Sir, faid J, as to 
that part you were {peaking of; buta Cuckold you 
know may be an honeft Man, it ’ does not. alter ie 
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Cafe at all; befides 1 think, fasd J, fince your Wife 


is fo difhoneft to you, you are too honeft to her, to 


own her for your Wife ; but that, /aid J, is what I 
have nothing to dowith. Nay, /ayshe, Ido think 
to clear my Hands of her, for to be plain with you, 
Madam, added he, 1am no contented Cuckold neither: 
On the other hand, 1 aflure you it provckes me to the 


higheft Degree, but I can’t help my felf, fhe that will 


be 4 Whore, will be a Whore. | 
_ [wav’d the Difcourfe, and began to talk of my Bu- 
finefs, but 1 found he could not have done with it, fo 
Ilet him alone, and he went on to tell me all the 
Circumftances of his Cafe, too long to relate here, 
particularly, that having been out of England fome 
time before he came to the Poft he was in, fhe had 
had twoChildren in the mean time by anOfficer of the 
Army ; and that when he came to England, and, up- 
on her Submiffion, took her again, and maintain’d 
her very well, yet fhe run away from him with a Lin- 
nen-Draper’s Apprentice, robb’d him of what fhe 
could come at, and continu’d to live from him fill; 
fo that, Madam, fays he, fhe is a Whore not by Ne- 
ceflity, which is the comnion Bait, but by Inclination, 
and for the fake of the Vice: Oo 
. Wett, I pitied him, and with’d him well rid of 
her, and ftill would have talk’d of my Bufinefs, but 
it would not do; at laft he looks fteadily at me, look 
you, Madam, fays be, you came to ask Adviceot me, 
and I will ferve you as faithfully as if you wére my 
own Sifter; but I muft turn the Tables, fince you 
oblige me to do it, and are fo friendly to me, and I 
. think I muft ask Advice of you; tell me what muft a 
poor abus'd Fellow do with a Whore? What can Ida to 
do my felf Fuftice upon ber ? 

Aas, Sir, fays I, "Tis a Cafe too nice for me to 
advife in, but it feems fhe has run away from you, 
- fo-you are rid of her fairly ; what can you defire more ? 
Ay fhe is gone indeed, faid he, but Lam not clear of 
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her for all that. That strue, /ays J, fhe may indeed 
run you into Debt, but the Law has furnifh’d you 
with Methods to prevent that alfo, youmay Cry her 
down, as they call it. 


No, no, fays be, that is not the Cafe, I have taken 


care of all that ; “tis not that part that I fpeak of, 
but I would be rid of her that I might marry again. 
WELL, Sir, fays J, then you muft Divorce her ; if 
you can prove what you fay, you may certainly get 
that done, and then you are free. 
- Tuat’s very tedious and expenfive, /ays he. 
Why, faysI, if you can get any Woman you like, 
to take your Word, I fuppofe your Wife would not 
difpute the Liberty with you that fhetakes herfelf. 
Ay, fays he, but ’twoud be hard to bring an honeft 
Woman to do that; and for the other fort, fays be, I 
have had enough of her to meddle with any more 
Whores. a 
Ir occur’d to me prefently, Iwould have taken 
your Word with all my Heart, if you had but ask’d 
me the Queftion, but that was to my felf; to him J ree 


ply’d, why you fhut the Door againft.any honeft Wo- 


mian accepting you, for you condemn all that fhould 
venture upon you, and conclude, that a Woman 
that takes you now, can’t be honeft. | 

Why, fays be, with you would tatify me that an 
honeft Woman would take me, I’d venture it, and 
then turns fhort upon me, will you take me, Madam ? 
- Tuar’s not a fair Queftion, fays J, after what you 
have faid ; however, leaft you fhou’d think I wait only 
a Recantation of it, I fhall antwer you plainly NO 
not I; my Bufihefs is of another kind with you, and 
Idid not expeé& you would have turn’d my fertousAp- 
plication to you in my diftra@ed Cafe, into a Comedy. 

Wry, Madam, fays he, my Cafe is as diftraé&ed as 
yours can be, and IJ ftand in as much need of Advice 
_ as you do, for I think if I have not Relief fome where, 
I fhall be mad my felf, and 1 know not what courfe to 
take, I proteft{toyou. = © Wy 
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“Way, Sir, fays I, “tis eafier to give Advice in your 
Cafe than mine 5 {peak then, fays be, I beg of you, 
for now you encourage me. 

Wy, fays I, if your Cafe is fo plain, you may be 
legally Divorc °d, and then you may find honeft Wo- 
men enough to ask the Queftion of fairly, the Sex is 
not fo fcarce that you can want a Wife. — . 

W ext then, /aid he, 1am in earneft, I'll take your 
Advice, but fhall ! ask you one Queftion ferioufly 
before hand. 

Any Queftion, fad J, but that you did before. 

N o, that Anfwer will not do, faid he, for, in fhort, 
that is the Queftion I fhall ask. 

You may ask what Queftions you pleafe, but you 
have my Anfwer to that already, faid I, befides, 
Sir, faid I, can you think fo ill of me, as that I wou’d 
give any Anfwer to fuch a Queftion beforehand ? 
Can any Woman alive believe you in earneft, or 
think you defign any thing but to banter her ? 

Wett, well, fays he, ido not banter you, Iam 
in earneft, confider of it. 

But, Sit, fays I, a little gravely, | came to you a- 
bout my own Bufinefs, nee of you let me know, 
what you will advife me to do? 

1 will be prepar’d, fays he, againft you come again. 

Nay, fays I, you have forbid my coming any more. 

Why fo,. faid he, and look’d a little furpriz’d ? 

Becausz#, faid I, you can’t expe@ I fhould vifit 
you on the account you talk of. 

WELL, fays he, you. fhall promife to come again 
however, and I will not fay any more of it till [have 
the Divorce, but I defire you'll prepare to be better 
' condition’d when that’s done, for you fhall be the 
Woman, or I will not be Divorc’d at all: I owe it 
to’ your unlooked, for kindnefs, if to nota elfe, but 
I have other Rea{fons:tco. 

_ He conld not have faid any thing i in the World . 
that veo: me better 5 however, i knew that the 
a way 
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way to fecure him was to ftand off while the thing 
was fo remote, as it appear’d to be, and that it was © 
time enough to accept of it when he was able to per- 
form it ; fol faid very refpectfully to him, it was time 
enough to confider of thefe things, when he was ina 
Condition to talk of them; in the mean time I told 
him, | was going a great way from him, and he would 
find Objeés enough to pleafe him better: We broke 
off here for the prefent, and he made me promife 
him to come again the next Day, for my own Buaft- 
nefs, which after fome p-efling I did; tho’ had he feen 
farther into me, | wanted no preffing‘on that Account. 

I came the next Evening accordingly, and brought 
my Maid with me, to lethim fee that I kept a Maid: 
He would have had me let the Maid have ftaid, but 
I would not, but order’d her aloud to come for me 
again about Nine a Clock, but he forbid that, and 
told me he would feeme fafe Home, which I was 
not very well pleafed with, fuppofing he might do 
that to know where I liv’d, and enquire into my 
Character, and Circumftances: However, I ven- 
tur’d that, for all the People there knew of me, was 
‘ to my Advantage ; and ali the Character he had of 
me, was, that I was aWoman of Fortune, and that I 
was a very modeft fober Body ; which whether true 
Or not in the Main, yet you may fee how neceflary 
itis, for all Women who expec any thing in the 
World, to preferve the Character of their Virtue, 
even when perhaps they may have {facrifiz’d the 
Thing itfelf. : | : 

I found, and was not alittle pleas’d with it, that he 
had provided a Supper for me: I found alfo he liv’d 
very handfomely, and had a Houfe very handfomely 
furnifh’d, and which I was rejoicd at indeed, for ! 
look’d upon it as all my own. 

W « had now a fecond Conference upon the 
Subje&t Matter of the laft : He laid his Bu- 
finefs very Home indeed ; he protefted his Affe&tion 
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to me, and indeed I had no room to doubt it; he 
declared that it began from the firft Moment I 
-talk’d with him, and long before I had mentioned 
~“ Jeaving my Effects with him ; ’tis no matter when it 
began, thoughe I, if it willbut hold, ‘twill be well 
enough: He then told me, how much the Offer I 
had made of trufting him with my Efft&s had en- 
gagp’d him; fo [ intended it fhould, rhoughe 7, but 
then I thought you had been a fingle Man too: Af- 
ter we had Suppd, I obferv’d he prefs’d me very 
hard to drink two or three Glafles of Wine, which 
however | d¢clind; but drank one Glafs or two: 
He thea told me he had a Propofal to make to me, 
which | thould promife him 1 would not take ill, 
if | fhould not grant it: I told him I hop’d he 
would make no difhonourable Propofal to me, efpe- 
cially in his own Houfe, and that if it was fuch, I 
defir'd he wou'd not mention it,. that | might not be 
obliged to offer anv Refentment to him that did 
not become the Refpe@ I protefs’d for him, and the 
Truft | had plac'd in him,in coming to this Houfe ; 
and beg’d of him hc would give me leave to go a- 
way, and accordingly began to put on my Gloves, 
and prepare to be gone tho’ at the faine time [ no 
more intended it, than ke intended to jet me. - 

W evr, heimportun’d me not to talk of going 
he aflured me, he was very far from offering any fuch 
thing to me that was difhonourable, and it 4 thought 
fo, he would chufe tofay no more of it. 
.  Tuar part! didnotrelifhatall, Ztold him, was 

ready to hear any thing that he had to fay, depending 

that he would fay nothing-unworthy of himfesf, or 


unfit for me to hear; upoa this, he told me his | 


Propofal was this, That I would marry him,ts0 he had 
not yet obtain’d the Divorce from the Wore his Wife 5 
and to fatify me that he meant honourably, he would 
promife not to defire me to live with him, or go to Bed 
to. him till the Divorce was obtain'd: My — 
: . 3 . al 
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faid Yes to this Offer at firft Word, but it was ne- 
ceflary to play the Hyprocrite a little more with 
him; fol feem’d to declince the Motion with fome 
warmth as unfair, told him that fuch a Propofal 
could be of no Signification, but to entangle us both 
in great Difficulties ; for if he fhould not at laft ob- 
tain the Divorce, yet we could not diflolve the Mar- 
riage, ncither could we proceed in it; fo that if he 
was difappointed in the Divorce, | left him to con- 
fider what a Condition we fhould beth be in. 

Iti fhort, | carried-on the Argument againft this 
fo far, that I convinc’d him it was not a Propofal | 
that had any Senfe init, then he went from it to 
another, viz. that I would Sign and Seal a Contra& 

with him, Conditioning to marry him as foon as the 
- Divorce was obtain’d, and to be void if he could not 

et 1. 

: 1 told him that was more Rational than the other ; 
but as this was the firft time that ever I could ima- 
gine him weak enough to be in earneft, I did not 
ufe tofay Yes at firft asking, I would confider of 
it. { plaid with this Lover, asan Angler does with 
a Trout: I found 1 had him faft on the Hook, fo I 
jefted with his new Propofal, and put him off: J 
told bim he knew little of me, and bad him en- 
quire about me; I let him alfo go Home with me to 
my Lodging, tho’ | would not ask him to go in, for 
‘I told bim it was not Decent. 

In fhort, I ventur’d to avoid Signing a Contra@, 
and the Reafon why I did it, was becaufe the Lady 
that had invited meto go with her into Lancafhire 
infiftted fo poffitively upon it, and promifcd me 
fuch great Fortunes, and fine things there, that 
I was tempted to go andtry; perhaps, faid J, I may 
mend my felf very much, and then I made no feru- 
ple of quitting my honeft Citizen, who I was not fo 
much in Love with as not to leave him for 
Richer. 3 
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Ix a Word, I avoided a Contrac&; but told him! 
would go intothe Vort», that tie would know where 
to write to me by the Bufinefs i had entruited 


with tim. that I would give him a fufficient Fledge 


of my Refpe& for him: forI would leave alm>ft all 
J had in the World in his Hands; and i would thus 
-far give him my Word, that as foonas he had fued 
out the Divorce, if he woud fend me an Account of 
it,! would come up to London, and that then we 
would talk ferioufly of the Matter. : 
I+ was a bafe Defign i went with, that J muff con- 
Ses, tho’ I was inviced thither with a Defign much 
| worfe, as the Sequel will difcover ; well I went with 
my Friend, as J cal’?d ber, into Lancafhire, all the 
Way we went fhe carefled me with the utmoft ap- 
pearance of a fincere undiflembled Affection ; treat- 
ed me, except my Coach hire all the way; and: her 
Brother brought a Gentleman’s Coach to Warrington 
to receive us, andwe were carried from thence to 
Liverpool with as much Ceremory as I could defire: 
We were alfo entertain’d at a Mérchant’s Houfe 
An Liverpool three or four Days very handfomely: I 
. forbear to tell his Name, becaufe of what follow’d; 
then fhe told me fhe would carry me to an Uncle’s 
Fioufe of hers whee we fhould. be nobly enter- 
tain’d,and her Uncle, as fhe call’d him, fent a Coach 
and four Horfes tor us, and we were carried near 
forty ‘iiles { know not whither. 


We came however to a Gentleman’s Seat, where | 


Was a numerous Family, a large Park extraordinary 
Come iny indeed, and where fhe wascall’d Coufin 5 
‘Ttoid her if the had refolv'd to bring me into fuch 
Company as this, fhe fhould have Jet me have fur- 
nilb’d my felf with better Cloath,; the Ladies took 
Notice of that, and told me very geuteely, they 
d:d not value People in their own Country io much 
by their Cloaths, as they did in Lovdow , that their 


Couiin had fully inform’d them of my Quality, co 
fo rs | tha 
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that I did riot want Cloaths to fet me off; in fhort, 
they entertain’d me not like what I was, but like 
what they thought I had been, Nainely, a Widow 

Lady of a great. Fortune. _ fe 
. Tue firft Difcovery I made here was, that the 
Family were all Roman Catholicks,and the Coufin too, 
nothing in the World could behave better to me ; 
and [| had all the Civility fhown that I could have 
had, if I had been of their Opinion: The Truthis, 
I had not fo much Principle of any kind, as to be 
Nice in Point of Religion; and I prefeutly learn’d 
to {peak favourably of the Romifh Church 3, particu- 
larly [told them I faw little, but the Prejudice. of — 
Education in all the Differences that, were among 
Chriftians about Religion, and if it had fo happen’d 
that my Father had been a Roman Catholick, I doubt- 
ed not butI fhould have been as well pleas’d with 
their Religion asmy own... _ , a | 
_ Tuts obliged themin the higheft Degree, and 
as I was befieg’d Day and Night with good Gompa- 
ny, and pleafant.Difcourfe, fo | had two or three 
old Ladies that lay at me upon the Subje&t of Re- 
ligion too; I was fo Comoplaifane that I made tio 
{cruple to be prefent at their Mafs, and to conform 
to all their Geftures as they fhew’d me the Pattern, 
but I would not cometoo cheap; fo that I only in 
the main encouraged them to expect that I would 
turn Roman Catholick, if 1 was inftruéted in the 
Catholick Doétrine, as they call’d it, and fo the matter 

refted. ss. — a oe 
I ftay’d here aboiit fix Weeks; and then my 
Condu@tor led me back to a Country Village, about 
fix Miles from Liverpool, where Kher Brother (as the 
call’d him) came to vifit. me in his own Charriot, 
with two Footmenina good Livery ; and the next 
thing was ta make Love tome: As it happen’d to 
me, one would think I could not have been cheated, 
aud indecd 1 thought fo my felf, having a fafe.Card 
L at 
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at Home, which I refolv’d not to quit, unlefs I 
could mend my fel very much : However in all 
appearance this Brother wes a Match worth my lift- 
ning to, and the leaft his Eftate was valu'd at, was 
a 10001. aYear, but the Sifter faid tt was worth 
-1g00 J. a Vear, and lay moft ot itin / eland. aa 
1 that was a great Forcune, and pafsd for fuch, 
was above being ask’d how much my Eftate was 4 
and my falfe Friend taking it upon a foolifh heartay 
had rais'd ict from s00l. to 5000/. and by the time 
fhe came into the Country the call'd ic 1900 /. the 
Trifhman, for fuch I underftood him to be, was ftark 
Mad at this Bait: In thort, he courted me, made 
me Prefents. andran in Debtlike a mad Man for 
the Expences of his Courtfhip: He had, co give iim 
his due, the Appearance of an extraordinary fine 
Gentleman; he was tall well fhap'd, and had an ex. 
traordinary Addrefs ; talk’d as naturally of his Park, 
and bis stables; of his Horfes, his Game-keepersy 
his Woods, his Tenants, and his Servants, as if he 
had been in the Maniion honfe, and I had feen them 
all about me. | 
He never fo much asask’d me about my Fortune 
or EBftate; but aflur’d me that when we came to 
Dublin he would Joynture me in 6oc /, a \ ear in good 
Land; and that he would enter iato a Deed of Set- 
tlement, or Contra& here, for the Performance of 
it. a 
T urs was fuch .Language indeed as I had not 
been usd to, and | was here beaten out of all my 
Meafures; | Had a fhe Devil in my Bofom, every 
- Hour telling me how great her Brotoer livd: One 
time the would come for my Orders how ! would 
have my Cvacn paint:d, and how lind; and ano- 
' ther time what Cloaths my Page fhould wear: In 
—fhort; my Eyes were dazled, | had now loft my 
Power ‘of faving N Q, aud to cut the Story fhort, I 
coufeutcd to be married ; but to be more private we 
| | were 
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were carried farther in the Country, and married by 
a Prieft, which I wasaffur’d would marry us as effe- 
ually as a Church of England Parfon. 
I cannot fay, but [ had fome Reflections in this 
Affair, upon the difhonourable forfaking my faithful 


Citizen; who lov’d me fincerely, and who was en- 


deavouiing to quit himfelf of a feandalous Whore 
by whom he had been barbaroufly usd, and pro- 
mis’d himfelf infinite Happinefs in his new Choice 3 
which Choice was now giving up her felf to ano- 
ther in a Manner almoft as Scandalous as hers could 


_ Bur the glittering fhow of a great Eftate and of 
fine Things, which the deceived Creature that was 
now my Deceiver reprefented every Hour to my 
Imagination, hurried me away, and gave me no 
time to think of London, or of any thing there, much 
lefs of the Obligation I had toa Perfon of infinitely 
more real Merit than what was now before me. 
But the thing was done, I was now in the Arms 
of my new Spoufe, who appear’d ftill the fame as 
before; great even to Magnificence, and nothing 
lefs than a Thoufand Pounds a Yeat could fuppore 
the Ordinary Equipage he appear’d in. | 
Arter we had been married about a Month, he 
began to talk of my going to Weftchefter in order to 
owever, he did not hurry me, — 
for we ftay’d near three Weeks longer, and then he 
fent to Chefter for a Coach to meet us at the Black- 
Rock, as they call it, over againft Léverpool: Thi- 
ther we went in a fine Boat they call a Pinnace with 
fix Oars, his Servants, and Herfes, and Baggage go- 
ing ina Ferry-Boat. He made his Excufe to me, 
that he had no Acquaintance at Chefter, but he would 
go before and get fome handfome Appartment for 
me ata private-Houfe ; 1 ask’d him how long we 
fhould ftay at Chefter ? he faid not at all, any longer 
than one Night or two, Pur he would immediately 
| 2 ; hire 
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hire a Coach to goto Holyhead ; then I told him he 
Should by no Means give himfelf the trouble to get 


pilvateLodgings for oneNight or two, for thatChefter 


being a great Place, ! made no doubt but there would 
be very good Inns and Accommodation enough ; fo 
we lody’d at an lin not far fromthe Cathedral, I for- 
got what Sign it was at. | 
_ Herr my spoufe talking of my going to Irelands 
ask’d me i: | had no Affairs to fe-tle at. London before 
we went off; | told him No, not of any great Confe- 
quence, but what might be done as well by | etter 
from Dublin: Madam, favs he very refpe&tfully, I 
| [uppofe the greateft part of your Eftate, which my Si- 
fier tells me is moft of it in Money inthe Bank of Eng- 
— dand, Lies fecure enough, but in cafe it requir’d Tranf- 
ferrirg, or axy way altering its Property, it might be 
neceffary to go up toLondon, and fettle thofe Things be- 
fore we went:over. | | 

I feem‘d to look ftrange at it, and told him I knew 
not what he meant ; that ! had no Effedts in the Bank 
of England that | knew of; and ; hope he could not 
fay that I had ever told him! had. No, he faid, J 
had not told him fo, but his Sifter had faid the greateft 
part of my Eftatelay there, and I only mention’d it my 
Dear, faid he, that if there was any Oscafion to fettle 


it, or order any thing about it, we might not be oblig’d. 


tothe hazard and trouble of another Voyage back again, 
for he added, rhat he did not care to venture me too 

much upon the Sea. _ 
I was furprisd at this talk, and began to confider 


what tke meaning of it muft be! and it prefently | 
occurr’d to me that my Friend, who call’d him Broe | 


ther kad: reprelented me in Colours which were 

‘not my due , and | thought that I would know the 

bottom of it beore I weut out of England, and be- 

fore | faould put mv felf intod knew not whofe 

Hands, ia a itrange Country. — | 

Upon this I call’d his Sifter into my Chamber the 
| next 
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next Morning, and letting her know the Difcourfe 
her Brother and | had been upon, I conjur’d her to 
"tell me, what fhe had faid to him, and upon what 
Foot it was that fhe had made this Marriage? she 
-own’d that fhe had told him that I was a great For- 
tune, and faid that fhe was told fo at London: Told 
fo, fays | warmly, did I ever tell you fo? No, the 
faid, it was true I never did tell her fo, but I had 
faid feveral times that what I had, was in my own 
difpofal: I did fo, return’d I very quick, but | never 
told you I had any thing call’d aFortune; No, that I 
had one Hundred Pounds, or the Value of an Hun- 
dred Pounds inthe World; and how did it confift 
with my being a Fortune, /aid J. thatI fhould come 
here into the North of England with you, only upon 
the Account of living cheap ? At thefe Words which 
I {poke warm and high, my Husband came into the 
Room, andidefir'd him to come inand fit down, for 
J had fomcthing o Moment to fay before them both, 
which it was ab‘olutely neceffary he fhould hear. 
He look’d a littledifturb’d atthe Affurance with 

which I feem’d to {prak it, and came and fat down by 
me, having firft fhutthe Door; upon whichI began, 
for Iwas very much provok’d, and turning my felf 
to him, J am afraid, favs 1, my Dear, for | {poke with 
kindncls on his fide, that you have a very great A- 
bufe put upon you, and an Injury done you neverto 
‘be repair’d in your marrying me, which however as I 
have had no Handin it, I defire 1 may be fairly ac- 
quited of it; and that the Blame may lye where it 
ought and no where elle, for 1 wath my Hands of e- 
very part of it. | 
| Wuar Injury can be done me, my Dear, fays ke, . 
In marrying you? I hope it is to my Honour and 
Advantage every way ; | will foon explain toit you, 
fays J, and I fear there will be no Reafon to think 
your felf well us’d, but I will convince ‘you, my Dear, 
fays I again, that [have had no Hand init. 
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He look’d now fcar’d and wild, and began, 1 be- 
lieved, to fufpeét what follow’d ; however, looking - 


towards me, and faying only goon, he fat filent, as 
if to hear what | had more fay ; fo I went on; I 
ask’d you Saft Night, /aid J, {peaking to him, if e- 
ver I made any boaft to you of my Eftate, or ever 
told you I had any Eftate in the Bank of England, 
or any where elfe, and you own’d I had not, as is 


-Moft true; and.I defire you will tell me here, before 


your Sifter, if ever I gave youany Reafon from me 
to think fo, or that ever we had any Difcourfe about 
it, and he own’d again I had not; but faid, | had ap- 
peared always as a Woman of Fortune, and he de- 
ended on it that I was fo, and hoped he was not 
eceived. Iam not enquiring whether you have 


been deceived, faid J, 1 fear you have, and I too; 


but I am clearing my felf from being concern’d ia 
deceiving you. 

I have been now asking your Sifterif ever I told 
her of any Fortune or E itate Ihad, or gave her 
any Particulars of it ; and fhe owns I never did: 
And pray Madam, faid I, be fo juft to me, to charge 
me if you can, if ever | pretended to you that I had an 
Eftate ; and why if I had, fhould I ever come down 
into this Country with you on purpofe to {pare that 
little Ibad, and live cheap? She could not deny 
one Word, but faid fhe had been told in London that 
I had a very great Fortune, and that it lay in the 


Bank of England. 


AN p now, Dear Sir, faid I, turning my felf to my 
new Spoufe again, be fo juft to me as to tell me who 


has abus’d both youand me fo much, as to make you © 


believe I was a Fortune, and prompt you to court 

me to this Marriage ? He could not {peak a Word, 

but pointed to her; and after fome more paufe, flew 

out in the moft furious Paffion that ever 1 faw a 

Man in my Life; curfing her, and calling her all the 

Whores and hard Names he could think of ; and 
| t 
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that fhe had ruin’d him, declaring that fhe had told | 
him I had Fitteen Thovfand Pounds, and that the 
was >? have Five Hundred Ponnds of him for pro- 
curi.g@ ti is March for him: He then added, di e- 
Ging his Specch to me, thet fhe was none of his 
Sifter buc had been his Wore tor two Yeavs before, 
that the had had one Hundred Ponnds of himin part 
of this Bereaia, and that he was utterly undone if 
thinss were as | faid 5 and ia his raving he free be 
wouidiet her Hearts Blood out immediately,w hich f.i-ht- 
en’d her and me too; fle cried, [aid fhe bad been told fo 
sn the Houfe where Ilodg’d, but this aggravated bim 
mcre than before that the fhould put fo far upon him, 
aud run things foch a length upon no other Autho- 
ty than a bear-fay , and then turning to me again, 
faid very honeftly. he was a‘raid we were both un- 
done ; ‘or to be plain, my. Dear,.1 have no Eftate, 
fays be, what little I had, this Devil has made me 
run out in putting me into thiv Equipage 3 fhe took 
the Opportunity of his being earneft. in talking 
with me, and got out of the Room, and I never faw 
her more. — | 

I was confounded now as much as he, and knew 
not whac to fay: I thought many ways that I had 
the worft of it, but his faying he was’ undone, and 
that he had no Eftate neitter put me into a meer 
Diftra@ion ; why, fays J to bim, this has been a 
hellith Juggle for we are married here upon the 
Foot of a double Fraud, you are undane by the Dif- 
appointment it feems, and if ! had. tad a Fortune I 
had been cheated too for you fay you have nothing. 

You would indeed have been cheated my Dear, fays 
he, bat you would not have been undone, fr Fifteen 
Thoufand Pounds would have maintain'd us both. very 
bandfomely in this Country , and I had refolv'dto have 
dedicated every Groat of it to yous { would not have 
prong’d you of a Shilling, ard the reff I would bave made 
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up in my Affettion to you, and Tendernefs of. you as kong, 


_aslliv’d. — : 


T u1s was very honeft indeed, and I really be- 
lieve he fpoke as he intended, and that he was a 
Mah that was as well qualified to make me happy; 
asto his Temper and Behaviour, as any Man ever 
was; bat his having no Eftate, and being run into 
Debt on this ridiculous Account in the Country, made 
allthe Profpecét difmal and dreadful, andI knew not 
whattofay, orwhattothink. © = ~~ 

I told him it was very unhappy, that fo much 
Love; ‘and fo much good Nature as I difcovered in 
him, fhould bethus precipitated into Mifery ; that 
I faw nothing before us but Ruin, for as to me, it 
was my unhappinefs, that. what little 1 had was not 
able to relieve usa Week, and with that I pull’d out - 
a Bank Bill of 20 J. and Eleven Guineas, which [ 


told him I-had faved out of my little Income ; and 


that by the Account that Creature had given me 


of the way of living in that Country, I expected it 
‘ would maintain me three or four Years; that ifit was 


taken from me, I was left deftitute, and he knew what 
the Condition of a Woman muft be, if fhe had no 


‘Money in her Pocket; however, J told him, if-he 


would take it, there 1t was.. | 
H « told me with great concern, and I thought I | 

faw Tearsin his Eycs, that he would not touch it; — 

that he abhor’d the Thoughts -of ftriping me, and, 


making me Miferable ;.that he had Fifty Guineas 


jeft, which was all he had in the World, and he 
pull'd it out and threw it down on the Table, hid-— 
ding me take it, tho’ he were to Starve for want of 
oe ee | 
I return’d with the fame concern for him, that I 
could not bear to’ hear him talk fo ; thaton the con- 
trary, if hecould propofe any probable Method of 
living, I would-do any thing that became me, and 
that | would live as narrow ashe could defire. . 
, Pie ETS | Is 
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. He beg’d of me to talk no more at. that rate, 
for it would make him DiftraGted; he faid he was 
bred aGentleman, tho’ he was reduc’d toa low For- 
tune, and that there was but one way left which he 
could think of, and that would not do, unlefs I cou’d 
anf{wer himone Queftion, which however he faid he 
‘would not prefs me to ; I told him I would anfwer 
jt honeftly, whether it would be to his Satisfa@ion 
or no, that I could not tell. | ee 
~ W uy then, my Dear, tell me plainly, (ays be, 
will the little you have keep us together in any Fi« 
gure, or in any Station or Place, or willit not? —. 
I+ was my Happinefs that I had not difcover’d my 

felf, or my Circumftances at all ; No, not fo much as 
my Name; and feeing there was nothing to be ex- 
pected from him, however good humour’d, and how- 
ever honeft he feem’d to be; but to live on what I 
knew would foon be watted I refolv’d to conceal 
_ every thing but the Bank-Bill, and Eleven Guineas, 
and I would have been very glad to have loft that, 
and have been fet down where he took me up: I had 
indeed another Bank-Bit about me of 30 J. which 
was the whole af what I brought with me, as welt 
to fubfift on in the Country, as not knowing what 
might offer; becaufe this Creature, the go-between 
that had thus betray’d us both, had made me be- 
_ jieve ftrange things of marrying to my Advantage, 
and I was not willing to be without Money whate- 
ver might happen. This Bill I conceal’d, and thae 
made me the freer of the reft, in Confideration of 
his Circumftances, for I really pitied him heartily. 
Bur toreturn to this Queftion, Jtold him, I ne- 

ver willingly deceiv’d him, and | never would: I 
was very forry to tell him that the little I had would 
not fubfift ns 5 that it was not fufficient to fubfift me 
_ alone in the South Country, and tnat this. was the 
_ Reafon that made me put my felf into the Hands of 
_ fhat Woman who call’d him Brother, fhe having af- 
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fured me that Y might board very handfomely at a | 
Town cill’d Manchefler, where | had not yet been, 
for about fix Pounds a Year, and my whole Income 
not beng above g/. a Vear, I thought! might live 
eafy upon it, dnd wait for better things. _ 

H + fhook his Head, and remain’d filent, and a 
very melancholly Evening we had; however we 
fupp’d together, and lay together that Night, and 
when we had almoft fupp'd he look’d a little better 
and more chearful, and call’d for a Bottle of Wine; 
Come my Dear, {ays he, tho’ the Cafe is bad, it is to no 
Purpofe to be dejected, Come. be as ealy as youcan, I will 
endeavour to find out fome way or other to five 3 if you 
can but fubfift your felf, thar is better than nothing, I 
muft try the World again; a Man ought to think like a 
Mon: Tobe difcouraced, is to yield tothe Misfortune; 
with this he fill’d a Glafs, and drank to me, holding 
my Hand all the while the Wine went down, and 
protefting his main concern was for me. | 

ly wasreally a true gallant Spirit he was of, and 
it wasthe moie Gtievousto me: ’Tis fomethingof 
Relief even to be undone by a Manof Honour, ra- 
ther than by a Scoundrel ; but here the greateft 
Difappointment was on his fide, for he had really 
fpent a g:eat deal of Money and it was very remark- 
able on what poor Terms the proceeded ; firft the 
‘bafenefs of the Creature herfelf is to be obferv’d, 
who for the getting One Hundred Pounds herfelf, 
could be content to let him {pend Th ce or Four 
more, tho’ perhaps it was all he had in the World, 
and more than all; when the had not the leaftGround 
more than a little Tea-Table Chat, to fay thatI — 
had any Eftate, or was a Fortune, or the like: It is 
true the defign of deluding a Woman of Fortune, if 
J liad been fo, was bafe enough ; the putting the Face 
of great Things upon poor Circumftances was aFraud, 
and bad enough ; but the Cafe a little differ’d too, and 
that ia his Favour, for he was not a Rake that oe a 
. : 7 a are : ra C 
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Trade to delude Women, and as fome has'done get 
fix or fevenFortunes after one another, and then rifle 
and run away from them; but he was already a Gen- 
tleman, unfortunate and low, but had liv’d well ; and 
tho’ if { had had a Fortune, I fhould have been enrag’d 
at the Slut for betraying me ; yet really for the Man, 
a Fortune would not have beén' ill beftow’d on him, 
for he. was a lovely Perfon indeed , of generous Prin- 
ciples, good Senfe, and of abundance of good Hu- 
mour. , | 
_ We had agréat deal of clofé Converiation that 
Night, for we neither of us flept much ; he was as 
Pénitent, for having put all thofe Cheats upon me, 
as if it had been Fellony, and that he was going to 
Execution ; he offered me again every a of 
the Money he had about him, and faid, he would go 
into the Army and feek for more. — 

I ask dhim why hé would be fo unkind to carry 
me Into Ireland, when 1 might fuppofe he could — 
not have fubfifted me there? He took ‘me in his 
Arms, My Dear, faid he, I never defign’d to go to Ire- 
land at all, much lefs to havecarried you thither; but 
came hither tobe out of the Obfervation of the People, 
who had heard what I pretended to, and that No Body 
me ask me for Money before I was furnifh’d to fupply 
them. | 

B 4s where then, faid I, were we to have gone 
next 

W uy my Dear, /aid be, Pll confefs the whole 
Scheme to you, as J had laid it; I purpofed here to 
ask you fomething about your Eftate, as you fee | did, 
and when you, as I expected you would, had enter’d 
into fome Account of the Particulars, I would have 
made an Excufe to have put off our Voyage to /reland 
for fome time, and fo have gone for London, = 

Tuen my Dear, feid be, | refoly'd to have 
confefs’d all the Circumftances of my own Affairs-to 
you, ahd let you know I had indeed madeufe of thefe 
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Artifices to obtain your Confent to marry me, but 
had now nothing todo but toask you Pardon, and 
to tell you how abundantly [ would endeavour to 
make you forget what was paft, by the Felicity of 
the Days to come. | 

Truty, faid Ite bim, 1 find you would'foon have 
conquer’d me; and itis my Aff@ion now, that lam 
not 1n aCondition to Jet you fee how eafily I thould 
have been reconcil’d to you ; and have pafs’d by all 
the Tricks you had put upon me, in Recompence of 
fo much good Humour ; but my Dear, /aid I, what 
can wedo now? Weare both undone, and what 
better are we for our being reconcil’d, feeing we 
have nothing to live an. a 

W e propos’d a great many things, but nothing 
could offer, where there was nothing to begin with: 
He beg’d me at laft to talk no more of it, tor he faid 
I would break his Heart; fo we talkd of other 
things a little, till ac laft he took a Husband's leave 
of me, andfo wentto Sleep. : . 
~ He fofe before me in the Morning, and indeed 
having lain awake almoft all Night, I was very flce- 
py, and lay til] near Eleven o’ Clock, in this time he 
took his Horfes, and three Servants, and all his 
Linnen and Baggage, and away he went, Icaving a 
fhort, but moving Letter for me on the Table, as 
follows : . | j 

My Dear, 


‘ 


1 AM a Dog, I have abusd you; but I have been. 


drawn in to do it by abale Creature,contrary tomy 
Principle, and the general Prattice of my Life: Forg sve 
me,my Dear ! J ask you Pardon with the greateft Sin- 
cerity 5 Lamthe moft miferable of Men, in having delu- 
ded you: I have been fo happy to, Poffefs you, and am 


now fo wretched asto be forc’d to fly from you ; Forgsve. 


me, my Dear, once more I fay forgive me,! I amnot 


able tofee you ruin’d by me, and my felf unable to fupport 


yon 
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you: Our Marriage is nothing, I fhall never be able td 
fee you again: 1 here difcharge you from it; if you 
can marryto your Advantage do not decline it on my 
Account ; I here fwearto youon my Faith, and on the 
Word of a Man of Honour, I will never difturb your Re- 
pofe if I fhould know of it, which however is not likely 
On the other hand. if you fhould not marry, and if good 
Fortune fhould befall me, it fall be all yours where ever 

on are. 
I have put fome of .the Stock of Atoney I have left . 
into your Pocket ;take Places for your felf and your Mud 
inthe Stage Coach, and go for London; J hope it will 
bear your Charges thither, without breaking into your 
own: Again I fincerely ask your Pardon, and will do foy 
as often as I fhall ever think of you. 


Adiew my Dear for ever, 
lam yours moft Affe&ionately. 
| | ¥, E. 


Notuinc that ever befel me in my Life, funk fo 
deep into my Heart as this Farewel : I reproach’d him 
a Thoufand times in my Thoughts for leaving me, 
for 1 would have gone with him thro’ the World, if 
I had beg’d my Bread. I felt in my Pocket, and there . 
I found ten Guineas, his Gold Watch, and two little 
Rings, one a finall Diamond Ritig, worth only about 
fix Pound, and the other a.plain Gold Ring. | 

I fat down and look’d upon thefe Things two Hours 
together, and f{carce {poke a Word, till my Maid in- 
terrupted me, by telling me my Dinner was ready : 
J eat but litcle, and after Dinner I fell into a violent 
Fit of Crying, every now and then, calling him by his 
Name, which was Fames, O Femy! faid I, come back, 
come back, I'll give you all Ihave, Pilbeg, I'll ftarve 
with you: And thus I run Raving about the Room fe- 

- | veralk 
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veral times, and then fat down between whiles, and 
then walking abont again, call’d upon him to come 
back, and then cry’d again; and thus I pafs’d the Af- 
ternoon, till about feveén o’Clock, when it was near 
Dusk in the Evening. being Augaf, when to my un* 
_fpeakable Surprize ‘he comes back into the Inn, and 
comes directly up intomy Chambef.  —s_ 

I was in the greateft Confufion imaginable, and 
fo was he too: I could not imagine what fhould be 
the Occafion of it ; and began to be at odds with my 
felf whether to be glad or forry ; but my Affection 
byafs’d all the reft, and it was impoffible to conceal 
my Joy, which was too great for Smiles, for it burft 
out into Tears, He was no fooner enter’d the Room, 
but herunto me and took me in his Arms, holding 


me faft and almoft ftopping my Breath with his 


Kiffes, but fpoke not a Word; at length I began, my 
Dear, faid 1, How could.you go away from me? To 
which he gave no Anfwer, for it was impoflible for 
him to fpeak. : a, | 
W uen our Extafies were a littleover, he told mé 
he was gone above 15 Miles, but it was not in his 
Power to go any farther, without coming back to fee 
me again, and to take his leaveof me once more. 
_ ) told him how Ihad pafs’d my time, and how 
loud I had call’d him to come back again ; he told me 
he heard me very plain upon Delamere Foreff, at a 
Place about 12 Miles off: I/mil’d, Nay fays he, Do 
not think I amin Feft, for if ever I heard your Voice in 
my Life, Iheard you call me aloud, and fometimes I 
thought I Jaw you running after me ; Why faid I, what 
did [fay > for I had not nam’d the Words to him, 
you call’d alond, fays he, and faid, O Jemy! O Jemy! 
come back, come back. —_ | 
I langh’d at him, my Dear, fayshe, donot Laugh, 
for depend upon it, I heard your Voice as plain as you hear 
mine now ; if you pleafe, I'l go before a Magiftrare er 
, _ 4 make 
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make Oath of it; Uthen began to bé amaz’d and fur- 
priz’d, and indeed frighted, and told !im what I had 
really done, and how I had call’d after hi-n, as above. 
‘When we had amus’d ourfelves a while abou: this, 
I faid to him, well, you fhall go awsy from me no 
more, I’}l go all over the World with you rat e: : 
He told me, it would be a very d‘fficult thing for | 
him to leave me, but fince it muft be, he hoped I 
would make it as eafy to me as I could ; but as for 
him, it would be his Deftru@ion, thac te ore f.w. 

Ho vevex hetold me that he had confider d he had 
left me to Travel to London alone, which was a long 
Journey; and that as he might as well go thit way, 
as any way elfe, he was refolv’d to fee me thither, 
or near it ; and if he did go away then without t«k- 
ing his leave, I fhould not take it ill of him, and 
this he made me promife. 

H « told me how he had difmifs’d his three Ser- 
vants, fold their Horfes, and fent the Fellows away 
to feek their Fortunes, and allina little time ata 
Town onthe Koad, | know not where ; and, /ays he, 
it coft me fome Tears al! alone by my felf, to think 
how much happier they were than thir Mafter, for 
they could go to the next Gentleman’s Houle to fee | 
for a Service, whereas, faid he, 1 knew not whither 


. to go, or what to do with my felf. 


] told him I was fo compleatly miferable in part- 
ing with him, that ! could not be worfe , and that 
now he was come again, I would not go from him, 


if he would take me with him, let him go whither 
_ Jhe would , and in the mean time I agreed that we 


would go together to London; but I could not be 
brought to confent he fhould go away at laft, and 
not cake his leave of me ;, but told him Jefting, that 
ifhe did, I would call him back again as loud as! did 
before ; Then I pull’d out his Watch and gave it |.im 
back, and his two Rings, and his Ten Guineas 5 bre 


he would not take them, which made me very niuch 


fufpe® 


fifpect that he refolv’d to go off upon the Road, and 
leave me, | | i. er ee 
Tne truthis. the Circumftatices he was in, the | 
paflionate Expreflions of his Letter, the kind Gentle- 
manly Treatment I had from himin all the Affair, 
with the Concern he fhow’d for me init, his manner. 
of Parting with that large Share which he gave me of 
his little Stock left, all thefe had join’d to make fach 
Impreffions on me, that Icould not bear the Thoughts 
Of patting with him... ? 7 
Two Days dfter this we quitted Chefter, I in the 
Stage Coach, and he on Horfeback; I difmifs’d my 
Maid at Cheffer , he was very much againft my being 
without a Maid, but fhe being hired in the Country, 
keeping no Servant at London: I told him it would 
have been barbarous to have taken the poor Wench, 
and have turn’d her away as foon as I cameto Towh; 
and it would alfo have been a needlefs Charge on the 
pa fo I fatisfy’d him, and he was eafy on that 

core. inde G 
He came with meas far as Dunftable, within 30 
Miles of Loxzdon, and then he told me Fate and his 
own Misfortunes oblig’d him to leave me, and that 
it was not Convenient for him to go to London for 
Reafons, which it was of no value'to me to know, and 
I faw him preparing to go. The Stage Coach we 
were in, did not ufually ftop at Dunftable, but | de- 
firing it for a Quarter of an Hour, they were con- 
tent to ftind at an Ihn-Door a while, and we went 

into the Houfe. a 
BeinG inthe Inn, I told him I had but ore Fa- 
vour more to ask him, and that was, that fince he 
could not go any farther, he would give me leave to 
{tay a Week or two in the ‘Town wich him, that we 
might in thattime think of fomething to prevent fuch 
a ruinous thing to us both, as-a final Separation 
would be ; and that I had fomething of Moment - 
' Offet 
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Offer to him, which perhaps he might find Pra@icable 
to our Advantage. | 
‘. Tus was too reafonable a Propofal to be denied, 
fo he call’d the LandJady of the Houfe, and told her, 
his Wife was taken ill, and fo il] that fhe cou’d not 
think of going any farther in the Stage Coach, which 
had tir’d her almoft to Death, and ask’d if fhe coud 
not get us a Lodging for two or three Days ina 
rivate Houfe where I might reft me a little, for the 
ious had been too much for me? The Landlady,-. 
a good fort of a Woman, well bred, and very oblig- 
ing, came immediately to fee me ; told me, fhe had 
two or three very good Rooms in a part of the Houfe quite 
out of the Noife, and if 1 faw them, fhe did not doubt but I 
would like them, and I fhould have one of her Maids, that 
Should do nothing elfe but wait on me; this was fo very _ 
kind, that I could not but accept of it ; fo I went to 
look on the Rooms, and lik’d them very well, and 
indeed they were extraordinarily Furnifh’d, and very 
pleafant Lodgings; fo we paid the Stage Coach, took 
out our Baggage, and refolv’d to ftay here a while. 
Her el told him, | would live with him now till all 
_my Money was fpent, but would not let him fpend a 
Shilling of his own: We had fome kind fquabble a- 
bout that, but J told him it was the laft time | was like 
to enjoy his Company, and Idefir’d he would let me 
be Mafter in that thing only, and he fhould govern 
in every thing elfe, fo he acquiefc'd. : | 
Her cone Evening taking a Walk intothe Fields, 
I told him, \'would not make the Propofal to him I 
had told him of; accordingly I related to him how I 
had liv’d in Virginie, that I had a Mother, I believ’d, 
was alive there ftill, tho’ my Husband was dead fome 
Years ; told him, that had not my Effects mifcarry’d, 
which by the way I magnify’d pretty much, I might 
have been Fortune good enough to him to have képt 
us from being parted in this manner: Then I enter’d 
into the manner of Peoples oe thofe cae 
SO ow 
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how they had a quantity of Land given them by the 
Conftitution of the Place ; and if not, that it might be 
purchafed at fo eafy a Rate that it want worth naming. 

_ I then gave hima full and diftin@ account of the 
nature of Planting, how with carrying over bat two 
or three Hundred Pounds value in Exglifh Goods, with 
fome Servants and Tools, a Man of Application wou’d 
prefently lay a Foundation for a Family, and in few 
Years would raife an Eftate. | | 
. [let him into the nature of the Produé of the 
Earth, how the Ground was Cur’d and Prepar’d, and — 
what the ufual Increafe of it was; and demonftrated 
to him, that ina very few Years, with fucha Begin 
ning, we fhould be as certain of being Rich, as we 
were now certain of being Poor. | 
He was furpriz’d at my Difcourfe 3 for we made it 
the whole Subje& of our Converfation for. near a 
Week together, in which time I laid it down in black 
and white, as we fay, that it was morally impoflible, 
with a fuppofition of any reafonable good Conduct, 
but that we muft thrive there and dovery well. 
Tus NI told him what meafures I would take to 
faife fuch a Sum as 3Col. or thereabouts ; and | ar- 
gued with him how good a Method it would be to 
put anend to our Misfortunes, and reftore our Cir- 
cumftances in the World, to what we had both ex- 
pected ; and I added, that after feven Years, we 
thight be ina Poiture to leave our Plantation in good 
Hands, and come over again and receive the Income 
_ Ofit, and live here and enjoy.it; andI gave him Ex- 
amples of fome that had done fo, and liv’d now in 
very good Figure in London. Po2 
in fhort, I prefs’d him fo to it, that he almoft a- 
greed to it; but fill fomething or other broke it off ; 
til] at laft he turn’d the Tables, and began to talk . 
almoft tothe fame purpofe of Jreland. 
Hi « told, me that a Man that could confine himéfelf 
ta a Country Life, and that. cou’d but find Stock to 
a5 | enter 
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enter upon any Land, fhould have Farms there for — 
501. a Year, as good as were let here for 2c0/.a Year3 
that the Produce was fuch, and fo Rich the Land, that 
if much was not laid up, we were fure to live as hand- 
_fomely upon it as a Gentletnan of 3000 /. a Year could 
do inEngland and that he had laid g Scheme to leave 
mein London, and go over and try ; and if he found he 
could lay a handfome Foundation of living fuitable to 
the Refpe& he had for me, as he doubted not he 
fhotid do, he would come over and fetch mei 
_ | was dreadfully afraid that upon fuch a Propofal 
he would have taken me at my Word, wiz. to turn 
_my little Income into Monty, and let him carry it o- 
ver into Jreland and try his Experiment with it 5 be 
hé was too juft to defire it, or to have accepted it if 
I had offer’d it; and he anticipated me in that, for he 
_added, that he would go and try his Fortune that way, 
and if hefound he cou’d do any thing at it to live, then 
by adding mine to it when I went overt, we fhould live 
like our felves; but that he would not hazard a Shil- 
ling of mine till he had made the Experiment with a 
little, and he affur’d me that if he found nothing to 
be done in Jreland, he would then come to me and 
join in my Proje&.of Virginia. | | 
_ He was fo earneft upon his Projet being to be try’d 

firft, that Icou’d not withftand him; however, he 
proniis’d to let me hear from him ina very little time 
after his arriving there, to let me know whether his 
profpect anfwer’d his Defign, that if there was not 
‘a probability of Succefs, I might take.che Occafion to | 
prepare for our other Voyage, and then, he affur’d me, 
he would go with me to America with all his Heart. _ 

I could bring him to nothing farther than this, and — 
which eéntertain’d us near a Month, during which I 
enjoy’d his Company, which was the moft entertain- 
ing that ever I met within my life before. In this time 
ie let me into part of the Story of his own Life, which 
_ Was indeed furprizing, and full of an infinite Variety, 
| . M2 fuflicient 
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{ufficient to fill up a much brighter Hiftory for its Ad- 
ventures and Ineidents, than any | ever faw in Print = 
‘But.! fhall have occafion to fay more of him hereafter- 

We parted at laft, tho’ with the utmoft relu@ance 
on my fide, and indeed he took his leave very une 
willingly too, byt Neceflity oblig’d him, for his Rea- 
fons were very good, why he would not come to Lon- 
don, as I under{tood more fully afterwards. 

I gave him a Dire@ion how to write to me, tho’ 
{till I referv’d the grand Secret, which was not to let 
him ever know my true Name,. who I was, or where 
_to be found ; he likewifedet me know -how to write 

a Letter to him, fo that he faid he would be fure to 
receive it. | | 7 

I came to London the next Day after we parted, but 
did not go dire&ly to my old Lodgings; but for ano- 
ther namelefs Reafon took a private Lodging in St. 
Fohn's-fireet, Or as itis vulgarly call’d St. Fones’s near 
Clarkenwell, and here being perfe@ly alone, I had 
leifure to- fit down and reflect ferioufly upon the laft 
feven Months Ramble I had made, for I had been a- 
broad no lefs ; the pleafant Hours I had with my laft 
Husband I look’d back on with an infinite deal of 
Pleafure; but that Pleafure was very much leffen’d, 
pe I found fome time after that I was really with 

ild. : 
'  'DPurs was a perplexing thing becaufe of the Diffi- 
culty which was before me, where I fhould get leave 
to Lye-In; it being one of the niceft things in the. 
World at that time of Day, for a Woman that was 
a Stranger, and had no Friends, to be entertain’d in 
that Circuinftance without Security, which 1 had not, 
neither could I procure any. 

I had taken care all this while to preferve a Cor- 
refpondence with my Friend at the Bank, or rather 
he took care to Correfpond with me, for he wrote 
to me once a Week; and tho’ I had notfpent my | 
Money fo faft as-to want any from him, yet I often” 
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wrote alfo to let him know I wasalive; I had left 
' Directions in Lancafhire, fo that I had thefe Letters, 
convey’d to me; and during my Recefs at St Fones’s 
_ Treceiv’d a very obliging Letter from him, affuring 
me that his Procefs for a Divorce went op with Stc- 
cefs, tho’ he met with fome Difficulties in it that he 
did not expec. | 
I was not difpleas’d with the News, that his Pro- 
cefs was more tedious than he expected; for tho’ 
I was in no condition to have had him yet, not be- 
ing fo foolifh to marry him when | knew my felf 
to be with Child by another Man, as fome J know 
have ventur’d todo; yet Iwas not willing to lofe 
him, and ina word, refalv’d to have him if he con-— 
tinu’d in the fame mind, as foon as I was up again ; 
for I faw apparently | fhould hear no more from my 
other Husband ; and as he had all along prefs’d me to 
Marry, and had aflur’d me he-would not beat all 
difgufted at it, or ever offer to claim me again, fo 
I made no fcruple to refolve to do it if I could, and 
if my other Friend ftood to his Bargain ; and I had 
a great deal of Reafon to be aflur’d that he would, 
by the Letters he wrote to me, which were the 
kindeft and moft obliging that could be. 
I-now grew Big, and the People where I lodg’d 
perceiv'd it, and began to take notice of it to me, 
and as far as Civility would allow, intimated that 
muft think of removing; this put me to extreme 
perplexity, and I grew very melancholy, for indeed 
I knew not what Courfe to cake, 1 had Money, but 
-no Friends, and was like now to have a Child upon 
my Handsto keep, which wasa difficulty I had never 
had upon meyet, as my Story hicherto makes appear: 
In the courfe of this Affair | fcli very ill, and my 
Melancholly really encreas’d my Diftemper ; my I!l- 
nefs prov’d at length to be only an Ague, but my 
Apprehenfions were really that I fhould Mifcarry ; 
I fhould not fay Apprehenfions, for indeed f svould 
M 3 | have 
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have been glad to inifcarry, but I cou’d never enters. 
tain fo much as a thought of taking any thing to 
make me Mifcarry, I abhorr’d, I fay, fo much as the 
thought of it. | . 

However, fpeaking of it, the Gentlewoman who 
kept the Houfe propos’d to me to fend for a Mide 


wife; 1 fcrupled it at firft, but after fometime con- 


fented, but told her | had no Acquaintancewith any 
Midwife, and fo left it to her. | 
‘Ir feems the Miftrefs of the Houfe was not fo 
great a Stranger to fuch Cafes as mine was, as I 
thought at firft fhe had been, as will appear prefently, 
and fhe fent for a Midwife of the right fort, that is 
to fay, the right fort for me. . : 

Tue Woman appear’d to be an experienc’d Wo- 
man in her Bufinefs, ] mean asa Midwife, but fhe had 
another Calling too, in which fhe was as expert as 
moft Women, if not more: My Landlady had told 
her Iwas very Melancholly, and that fhe believ’d 
that had done me harm;, and once, before me, faid to 
her, Mrs. B I believe this Lady’s Trouble is of 
a kind that is pretty much in your way, and there- 
fore if you can do any thing for her, pray do, for fhe 
isa very civil Gentlewoman, and fo fhe went out of 
the Room. ° a | ; 

I really did not underitand her, but my Mother 
Midnight began very ferioufly to explain what fhe 
meant, as foon as fhe was gone: Madam, fays fhe; 
you feem not to underftand what your Landlady 
means, and when you do, you need not let her know 
at all that you do fo. 

S HB means that you are under fome Circumftancea 
that may render your Lying-In difficult to you, and 
that you are not willing to be exposd; I need fay no 
more, but to tell you, that if you think fit. to com- 


mmunicate fo much of your Cafe tome, as is necefla- 


ry, for Ido not defire to pry into thofe things, | 
perhaps may be ina Condition to affift. you, and ie 
ar a | make 
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make you eafy, and remove all your dull Thoughts 
upon that Subjcé&. 

Every word this Creature faid was a Cordial to 
me and put new Life and new Spirit into my very 
Heart; my Blood began to circulate immediately, 
and [ was quite another Body 5 I eat my Vidtuals a- 
gain, and grew better prefently after it: She faida 
great deal more to the fame purpofe, and then hav- 
ing prefs’d me to be free with her, and promis’d in 
the folemneft manner to be fecret, fhe ftop’d a lit- 
tle, as if wuiting to fee what Impreffion it made on 


me, and what | would fay. 


I was too fenfible of the want Iwas inof fucha 
Woman, not to accept her Offer 5 J told her my Cafe 
was partly as fhe guefs’d, and partly not, for Lwas 
really married, and had a Husband, tho’ he was fo 
remote at that time, as that he cou’d not appear 
publickly. 

Sue took me fhort, avd told me, that was none of 
her Bufinefs, all the Ladies that came under her Care 
were married Women to her; every Woman, /ays fhe, 
that is with Child has a Father for it, and whether 
that Father wasa Husband or no Husband, was no 
Bufinefs of hers 5 her Bufinefs was. to affift mein my 
prefent Circumitances, whether I had a Husband or 
no; for, Madam, fays fhe, to have a Husband that 
cannot appear, is to have no Husband, and therefore 
whether you are a Wife or a Miitrefs is all one to me. 

I found prefently, that whether I was a Whore 
or a Wife, I was to pafs fora Whore here, fo I let 


that go ; Itold ber, it was true as fhe faid, but that 


however, if I muft tell her my Cafe, I muft tell ic: 
her as it was: So Irelated it-as fhort as I could, 
and [concluded it to her: J trouble you with this, 
Madam, faid I, wor thar, as you faid before, it $s much 
to rhe purpofe in your Affair, but this is tothe purpofe, 
Namely, that Iam not in any pain about being feen, or 
being conceal’d, for tis perfettly indifferent to mb; but 
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my difficulty is, that I have no Acquaintance in this part 


‘of the Nation. | 

I underftand you, Madam, fays fhe, you have no 
Security to bring to prevent the Parifh Impertinences 
ufual in fuch Cafes ; and perhaps, fays fhe, do not 
know very well how to difpofe of the Child when it 
comes ; the laft, fays J, is not fo much my Con- 
cern as the firft; Well. Madam, anfwers the Mid- 
wife, dare you put your felf into my Hands, I live 
in fuch a place, tho’ Ido not enquire after you, 
you may enquire after me, my Name is B—— I 
live in fuch a Street, naming the Street, at the Sign 
of the Cradle, my-Profeflion isa Midwife, and I have 
many Ladies that come to my Houfe to Lye-In; I 
have given'Security to the Parifh in General to fecure 


them from any Charge, from what fhall come into — 


the World under my Roof; 1 have but one Queftion 


to ask in the whole Affair, Madam, fays fhe, and if — 


that be anfweg’d, you fhall be entirely eafy of the reft- 

I prefently underftood what fhe meant, and told 
her, Madam, J believe I underftand you, \ thank God, 
tho’ I want Friends in this Part of the World, I do not 
want Money, fo far as may be Neceffary, tho ‘I do not a- 
bound in that neither: This ladded, becaufe | would 


not make her exped great things; well Madam, fays 


foe, that is the thing indeed, without which nothing 
can be done in thefe Cafes; and yet, fays fhe, you fhall 
{ee that [ will not impofe upon you, or offer any thing 
that is unkind to you, and you fhall know every thing 
before hand, that you may fuit your felf to the Oc 
cafion, and be either coftly or {paring as you fee fic. 

I told her, fhe {eem’d to be fo perfely fenfible of 


my Condition, that [had nothing to ask of her but 


this, that as I had Money fufficient, but not a great 
Quantity, fhe would order it fo, that I might be at 
zs little fupérfiuous Charge as pofflible. on 


. 


S#1E reply’d, that fhe fhould bring in an Aceount 


of the Expences of it, in two or three Shapes, I fhould 
chufe as Ipleas’d, and I defir’'d her to do fo. Tus 
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Tues next Day fhe brought it, and the Copy of 
her three Bills was as follows. 


s. d. 

1 For threeMonths Lodging in herHoufe 
‘including my Dyet at 10s.a Week. ros « 09. Oo 
2.For a Nurfe for the Month, and Use of alent oe wee 


Child-bed Linnen oO 
. For a Minifter to Chriften the’ Child, rt ae ee 
“and to the Godfathers and Clark —— ? 
. 4. For a Supper at the Chriftening if I 
' had five Friends at it cai for 00 0 
For her Fees asa Midwife, and the takin " 
off the Trouble of the Parifh— By 03 03 0 
To her Maid. Servant attending. 00 10 0 


SEEDED 


T H1s wasthe firft Bill, the Second was in the fame 
ae ermis. 


wt i 


1, For three "Months Lod in aad od 
Dyet. & ol at 20'5. per Lodei ace a ea 
2. For a Nurfe for the Month, and a 
‘ the Ufe of Linnen and Lace ae | 
3. For the Minifter to Chriften the 
Child, ¢c. as'above —— 
4: Fora Supper and for Sweatmeats 03 03 9 
For her Fees, as above ~—=~—=——-—=-_ 05:05 0 
Fora Servant-Maid ——--—~  o1 000 


02 00 O 


oe 
“ 


—~ 26 18 0 


Tuts was the fecond rate Bill, the third, fhe faid, 
' was fora degree Higher, and ‘when the Father, or 
Friends appeared, — 


1. For three Months Lodging and | 
’ Diet, having two Rooms and aGar-¢. 30 00 0 
ret for a Servant —= -— 


ee ee 


2. Fos 
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4. Fora Nurfe for the Month, and) 2 5. d: 
the fineft Suit of Child-bed Lin-' 04 04 0 


. nen. | 
3. For the Minifter to Chriften the 
: Chid, @c.— __ $ 02 100 
. For a Supper, the Gentleman to | 
: fend in the Wine . t 06°00 &. 
“For my Fees, Gc: ~- ee ee 
The Maid befides their own Maid only0o 10 0 


at ED 53 14 @ 
- T fook’d upon all the threé Bills, and fmiPd, and 
told her, 1 did not fee but that fhe was very reafo. 
nablein her Demands, all things confider’d, and I 
did not doubt but her Accommodations were good, 
SHE told me, I fhould be a Judge of that, when 
‘Ifaw them: Jtold ber, 1 was forry to tell her that 
I fear’d I muft be her loweft rated Cuftomer, and per. 
haps Madam, faid I, you will make me the lefs Wellcome 
upon that Account. No, not at all, /aid fhe, for 
where E have One of the third Sort, I have Two of 
the Second, and Four of the Firft, and | get as much 
by them in Proportion, as by any; but it you doubt 
my Care of you, I will allow any Friend you have 
to fee if you are well waited on, or no. 

. Tren fhe explain’d the Particulars of her Bill ; 
fin the firft Place, Madam, faid fhe, I..would have 
you obferve, that here is three Months: keeping 
you at but 10 s.a Week, I undertakesto fay you will 
not complain of my Table: I fuppofe, /ays fhe, you 
do not live Cheaper where you are now ; No, indeed, 
faid I, nor fu Cheap, for I five fix: Shillings per 
Week for my Chamber, and find my own Dyet,which 
‘ cofts me a great deal more. | - 
Tuen Madam, .fays foe, if the Child fhould not 
Jive, as it fometimes happens, there is the Minifter’s 
Article faved 5 and if you have na Friends to come, 
you may fave the Expence of a Supper; fo that san 
sonparce a mid , : thofe 
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thofe Articles out, Madam, /ays fhe, your Lying-Ia 
will not coft you abave 5/. 3s more than your or- 
dinary Charge of Living. | 

Tuts wasthe moft reafonable thing that I ever 
heard of; fo I {mil’d, and told her 1 would come 
and be a Cuftomer; but J told her alfo, that as I had 
two Months, and more to go, I might perhaps be | 
obliged to ftay longer with her than three Months, 
and defir’d to know if fhe would not be oblig’d to 
remove me before it was proper ; No, fhe faid, her 
Houfe was large, and befides, fhe never put any Bo- 
dy to remove, that had Lain-In, till they were 
willng to go; and if fhe had more Ladies offer’d, fhe 
was not fo ill beloy’d among her Neighbours, but 
fhe could provide Accommodation for Twenty, if 
there was Occafion. | 

I found fhe was an eminent Lady in her way, and 
in fhort, | agreed to put my felf into her Hands : She 
then talk’d of other things, look’d about into my 
Accomodations, where I was, found fault with my 
wanting Attendance, and Conveniencies, and thatI 
fhould not be us’d fo at her Houfe: Jtold ber, I 
was fhy of fpeaking, for the Woman of the Houfe 
look’d ftranger, or at Jeaft I thought fo, fince I had 
been Ill, becaufe I was with Child ; and I was afraid 
fhe would put fome Affront or other upon me, fup- 
pofing that I had been able to give but a flight Ac- 
count of my felf. , 
‘ O Dear, faid fhe, her Ladythip is no ftranger to 
thefe things; fhe has try’d to entertain Ladies in 
your Condition, but could not fecure the Parifh; 
and befides, fuch a nice Lady as you take her to 
be ; however, {ince you are agoing you fhall not 
meddle with her, but I'll fee you are a little better 
look’d after while you are here, and it hall not cof. 
you the more neither. | 7 

‘I did not underftand her ; however, I thank’d her, 
fo we parted ; the next Marning fhe fent me a 
a : se Chicken 
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Ghicken roafted and hot, and a Bottle of Sherry, and 
ordered the Maid to tell me, that fhe was to wait on. 
me every Day as long as I ftaid there. | 

T urs was furprizingly good and kind, and I 
accepted it very willingly: At Night the fent to 
me again, to know if I wanted any thing, and to 
order the Maid to come to her in the Morning for 
Dinner ; the Maid had Orders to make me fome Cho- - 
colate in the Morning before fhe came away, andat 
Noon fhe brought me the Sweetbread of a Breaft of 
Veal whole, and a Difh of Soup for my Dinner, 
and after this manner fhe nurs’d me up ata diftance, 
fo that I was mightily well pleafed, and quickly well, 
for indeed my Dijedtions before were the principal 
Part of my Illnefs. | cy 

I expected as is ufually the Cafe among fuch Peo- 
ple, that the /Servant fhe fent me would have been 
fome impudent brazen Wench of Drury Lane Breed- 
ing, and I was very uneafy upon that Account, fol 
would not let her lye in the Houfe the firft Night, 
but. had my Eyes about me as narrowly asif fhe had 
been a publick Thief. _* | | 

M y Gentlewoman guefs’d prefently what was the 
matter, and fent her back with a fhort Note, that I 
might depend upon the honefty of her Maid ; that 
fhe would be anfwerable for her upon all Accounts 35 
and that fhe took no Servants without very good Se- 
curity: I was then perfe@ly eafy, and indeed the 
Maid’s Behaviour {poke for its felf, for a modefter, 
quieter, fober Girl never came into any Body’s Fami- 
ly, and ! fonnd her fo afterwards. 

As foon as I was well enough to go Abroad, 
went with the Maid to fee the Houfe, and to fee the 
Appartment I wasto have ; and every thing was fo 
handfome and fo-clean, that, in fhort, I had nothing 
to fay, but. was wonderfully pleafed with what I . 
had met with, which confidering the melancholly 
Circumftances I was in, was beyond what I sags 
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Ir might be expected that I fhould give fome Ac- 
count of the Nature of the wicked Pra@ices of this 
Woman, in whofe Hands I was now fallen ; but it 
would be but too much Encouragement to the Vice, 
to let: the World fee what eafy Meafures were here 
taken to rid the Women’s Butthen of a Child clan- 
deftinely gotten : This grave Matron had feveral 
Sorts of Pra@tice, and this wds one, that if a Child 
was born, tho’ not in her Houfe, for fhe ‘had the. 
Occafion to be call’?d to many pfivate Labours, fhe 
had People always ready, who for a Piece of — 
Money. would take the Child off their. Hands, and 
off from the Hands of the Parifh too; and thofe 
Children, as fhe faid, were honeftly taken Care of: 
What fhould become of them all, confidering fo ma- — 
ny, as by her Account fhe was concern’d with, I 
cannot conceive. 

I had many times Difcourfes upon that Subje@ 
with her ; but the was full of this Argument, that 
fhe fav'd the Life of many an Innocent Lamb, as fhe 
‘call’d them, which would perhaps ‘have been Mur- 
‘der’d 5 and of many a Woman, who made Defperate . 
by the Misfortune, would otherwife be tempted to 
Deftroy their Children: I. granted her that this 
was true, and a very commendable thing, provided 
the poor Children fell into good Hands afterwards, - 
and were not abus’d and neglected by the Nurfes; 
fhe anfwered, that fhe always took care of that, and 
had no Nurfes in her Bufinefs, but what were very 
‘good People, and fuch as might be depended upon. 

1 could fay nothing to the contrary, and fo was 
— oblig’d to flay, Madam Ido not queftion but you do your 
Part, but what thofe People do is the main Queftion, 
and fhe ftop’d my Mouth again with faying fhe took 
the utmoft care about it. | 

T ue only thing I found in all her Converfation 
on thefe Subjects, that gave me any diftafte, was, 
that one time in Difcourfing about iny being fo far 
a: - gone 
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goné with Ghild, fhe faid fomething that look’d as 
if fhe could help me off with my Burthen fooner, if 
I was willing; or in Englifh, that fhe could give me 
fomething to make me Mifcarry, if | had a defireco 
putan end to my Troubles that way; but foon let 
her fee that | abhor’d the Thoughts of it ; and to do 
her Juftice, fhe put it off fo cleaverly, that I could 
not fay the really intended it, or whether «fhe only 
mentioned the PraGice as a horirble thing; for fhe 
couch’d her Words'fo well, and took my Meaning fo 
quickly, that fhe gave her Negative before I could 
explain my felf. 


. 


_ To bring this part into as narrow a Compafs as 
poffible, { quited my Lodging at St. Fones’s and went 
to my new Governefs, for fo they call’d her in the 
Houfe, and there { was indeed treated with fo much 
Courtify, fo carefully look’d to, and every thing fo 
well, that I was furpris‘d at it, and could not at firft 
fee what Advantage my Governefs made of it; but 
I found afterwards that fhe profefs’d to make no 
Profit of the Lodger’s Dyet, nor indeed coud fhe 
et much by it, but that her Profit lay in the other 
rticles of her Management, and fhe made enough 
that way, Laflure you ; for tis fcarce credible what 
Practice fie had, as well Abroad as at Home, and 
yet all upon the private Account, orin plain Englifh, 
the Whoring Account: | -, 
- Waite | wasin her Houfe, which was near four 
Months, fhe had no lefs than twelve Ladies of Plea- 
re brought to Bed within Doors, and | think fhe 
had two and thirty,;or thereabouts under her Condu& 
without Doors, whereof one, as nice as fhe was with 
me, was lodg’d with my old Landlady at St. Fones’s. 
Tuis was a ftrange Teftimony of the growing 
Vice of the Age, andas bad as I had been my felf; 
it fhock’d my very Senfes, | began to nauceate the 
lace I was in, and above all, the Pra@tice ; and yet 
muft fay chat I never faw, or doI believe there was 
: to - 
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to be feen the leaft indecency in the Honfe the 
whole time I was there. : | | 

N or a Man was ever feen to come up Stairs, ex- 
cept to Vifit the Lying-In Ladies within their Month, 
nor then without the old Lady with them, who made 
it a piece of the Honour of her Management that no 
Man fhould touch a Woman, No, not his own Wii'e, 
within the Month ; nor would fhe permit any Maa 
to lye in the Houfe upon any pretence whatever, No, 
not tho’ it was with hisown Wife, and her faying 
for it was, that fhe car’d not how many Children was 
born in her Houfe, but fhe would have none got theré 
if fhe could helpit. | | 

Ir might perhaps be carried farther than was 
needful, but it was an Errer of the Right Hand if it 
was an Error, for by this fhe kept. up theR eputationy 
fuch as it was, of her Bufinefs and. obtain’d this 
Character, that tho? fhe did take Care of the Women 
when they were debauch’d, yet fhe was not Inftru- 
mental to their being debauch’d at all, and yet it was 
a wicked Trade fhedrove too. ' 

Wuie I was here,.and before I was brought to 
Bed, I receiv’d a Letter from my Truftee at the 
Bank full of kind obliging things, and earneitly pref- 
fing mereturn to London: It was near a Fortnight 
old when it came to me, becaufe it had firft been 
fent into Lancafhire, and then return’d to me; he 
concludes with telling me that he had obtain’d a De- 
cree againft his Wife, and that he would be ready to 
make good his Engagement to me, if I would olds 
of him, adding agreat many Proteftations of Kind- 
nefsand Affection, fuch as he would have been far 
from offering if he had known the Circumftances I 
had been in, and which as it was I had been very far 
from deferving. 

I returo’d an Anfwer to this Letter and dated it 
at Liverpool, but fent it by a Meflenger, alledging, 
that ic came in cover to a Friend in Town; I — 
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him Joy of kis Delivetance, but rais’d fome Scruples 
at the Lawfulnefs of his Marrying again, and told 
‘hint, I fuppos’d he would confider very ferioufly up- 
on that Point before he refolv’d on it, the Confe- 
quence being tod great fora Man of his Judgment to 
vénturerafhly upon; fo concluded wifhing him very 
well in whatever he refolv’d, without letting him 
into any thing of my owh Mind, or giving any 
Anfwer to his Propofal of my coming to London to 
him, but mention’d ata diftance my Intention to 
return the latter end of the Year, this being da- 
ted in April; 7 ns ae 

I was brought to Bed about the middle of Ads, 
and had another brave Boy, and my felf in as.good 
Condition as ufual on fuch Occafions: My Gover- 
nefs did her part.as a Midwife with the greateft 
Art and Dexterity imaginable, and far beyend all 
that ever I had had any Experience of before, 

Fis R Care of me in my Travail, and after ia my 
Lying-In,- was fuch, that if fhe had been my own 
Mother it could not have been better; let none be 
encouraged in their loofe Practices from this Dex- 
terous Lady’s Management, for fhe is gone to her 
_ place, and I dare fay has left nothing behind het 
that can or will come up toit. — 

I think I had been brought to Bed about twenty . 
Days when I receiv’d another Letter from niy Friend 
at the Bank, with the furprifing News that he had 
obtain’d a final Sentence of Divorce againft his 
Wife, and had fervd her with it on fuch a Day, 
and that he had fuchan Anfwer to give to all my 
-Scruples about his Marrying again, as I could not 
-expeat, and as he had no Defire of ; for that his 
' Wife, who had been under fome Remorfe before for 
her ufage of him, as foon as fhe heard that he had 
gain’d his Point, had very unhappily deftroy’d herfelf 
' that fame Evening. ° 7 
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- He exprefs’d himfelf very handfomly as to his be- 
ing concernd at her Difafter, but clear’d himfelf of 
having any hand. init, and that he had only done 
himfelf Juftice ina Cafe in which he was notorioufly 
‘Injur’d and Abus’d: However, he faid that he was 
extremely affli€ted at it, and had no view of any 
SatisfaGtion left in this World, but only in the hope 
that I would come and relieve him by my Compa- 
ny; and then he prefs’d me violently indeed to give 
him fome hopes, that I would at leaft come up to 
Town ‘and let him fee me, when he would farther 
enter into Difcourfe aboutit. , ee 
.E Was exceedingly .furpriz’d at the News, and 
ni now ferioufly to reflect on my Circumftances, 
and the inexprefible Misfortune it was to havea 
Child upon my Hands, and what to doin it I knew 
_ not; at laft I open’d my Cafe at a diftance to my Go- 
vernefs, I appear’d imelancholy for feveral Days, 
and fhe lay at me continually to know what trou- 
‘bled me I could not for my Life tell her that I had 
an offer of. Marriage, after Ihad fo often told her 
that I. had a Husband, fo that I really knew not 
what to fay to her : Lown’d Ihad fomething which 
very much troubl’'d me, but at the fame time told 
her I cou’d not fpeak of it to any onealive. 
SHE continued importuning me feveral Days; 
but it-was impoffible, I told ber, for me to commit 
the ‘Secret to any Body : This, inftead of being 
an Anf{wer to her, encreas'd her Importinities ; fhe 
urg’d her having- been trufted with the greateft Se- 
‘crets of this Nature, that it washer bufinefs to Con- 
ceal every thing, and that to Difcover things of 
that Nature would be her Ruin; fhe ask’d me if ever 
Thad found her Tatling of other People’s Affairs, and 
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how could I fufpe& her? fhe told me, to unfold myfel€. 


to her, was telling it to no Body, that fhe was filen€ 
-as Death, that it muft be.a very {trange Cafe indeed, 
that fhe could not help me out of , but.to conceal 
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ft,was to dcprive myfelfof a}l pofible Help, or means 
of Help, and to deprive her of the Opportunity 
of Serving me. In fort, fhe had fuch a befwitching 
Eloquence, and fo great a power of PerfwAfion, that 
there was noconcealing any thing from’ her, = __ 

So I refolv’d to unbofom myfelf to her, I told 
her the Hiftory of my Lancafhiré Matriage, and 
how bath of us had been Difappointéd; how we 
came together, and how we parted’: Flow he Dif- 
charg’d me, as far as lay in him,. and gave me free 
Liberty to Marry again,. protéfting that if he kiew 
it he would never Claim me, or.Difturb, or Expofe - 
me; that Ithought I was free, but wds ‘dreadfally 
afraid to venture, for-fear of the Confequences that 
might follow. in cafe cfaDifcovery, s,s 

‘HEN I told her what a good Offer Thad; 

fhow’d her my Friends Letters, inviting mié to Lin- 
don, and with what Aff.Gion there were'whitten, but 
blotted out the Name, and alfo the Story about the 
Diffafter of his Wife, only that fhe wasdead. 

Sui fell a Laughing at ory feruples about mar- 
rying, and told me the other wasno Marriage, but 
a Cheat on both Sides; and that as we were ‘parted 
by mutual Confent, the nature of the Contra& was 
deftroy’d, and the Obligation was mutually dif- 
charg’d: She had Arguments for this at the tip of her 
Tongue ; and ix foort, reafon’d me out of my Reafon 5 
not but that it was too by the help of my own Incli- 
nation. - ese 4 

Bur then came the great and main Difficulty, 
and that was the Child; this the told me muft be 
remoy'd, and that fo,as that it fhould never be pof- 
fible.for any one to difcover it: I knew there was 
no Marrying without concealing that. 1 had had a 
Child, for he would foon have difcover’d'by the Age 
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of it, that it was born, nay, and nie too, fince m’ 
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Bur it touch’d my Heart fo forcibly to think of 
Parting entirely with the Child, and for onght £ 
knew, of having it murther’d, or ftarv’d by” Neg- 
Je& and fll-ufage, which was much the fame, that { 
could not think of it, without Horror: I wifh all 
thofe Women who confent to the difpofing their 
Children out of the way, asit is call'd, for Decency 
fake, would confider that ’tis only acontriv'd Me- 
thod for Murther, that is to fay, killing their Chil- 
dren with fafety. a : 

Ir is manifeft to all that underftand any thing - 
of Children, that we are born into the World help- 
—Aefs, and uncapable either to fupply our own Wants, 

tor fo much as make them known ; and that without 
help, we muft Perifh ; and this help requires not on- 
dy an affifting Hand, whether of the Mother, or fome 
Body elfe , but there.are two Things neceflary in that 
affifting Hand, thatis, Careand Skill, without both 
which,half the Children thatare born wonid die; nay, 
tho’ they were not to be deriy’d Food, and one half 
‘more of thofe that remain’d would be’ Cripples of 
Fools, loofe their Limbs, and perhaps their Senfe ; i 
Qneftion not, but that thefe are partly the Reafons why 
Affection was plac’d:by Nature in the Hearts of Moe . 
thers to their Children, without -whjch they would 
never be able to give themfelves.up, as’tisneceflary 
‘they fhould,. to the Care and waking Pains needfpl 
to the Support of Children. ee 

SINCE this Care is needful to the Life of Children, 

to neglect them is to Murther them , again, to give 
them up to be Manag’d ‘by thofe People. who have 
none of that needful Affeeion, placd by Nature 
them, isto Neglect them in the higheft Degrees nay, 
-anfome it goes farther, and is in order to their bes 
ing Loft ; fo that “tis an intentional Murther, whee 
ther the Child lives or dies, «> -_ 

ALL thofe things-reprefented themfelves to my 
View, and that jn the blackeft and, moft frightful - 
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Form ; and. as I was very free with my Governnefs, 


- who I had now learn7d to call Mother ; I reprefented 


to her all the dark Thoughts which I had about it, 
and.told;her what diftrefs I was in: She feem’d gra- 


‘ver by ‘much at this Part than at the other ; but as 


fhe was harden’d in thefe. things beyond all pofh- 
bility of being touch’d with the Religious part, and 
the Scruples about ‘the Murther ; fo fhe, was. equal- 
ly impenetrable in that Part, which related to Af- 
fection: She ask’d me if fhe had not been Careful, — 
and Tender of me in my Lying-Inn, as if I had 


_ ‘been her own Child? E told her I pwn’d fhe had. 


Pe a 


can be had ;.as have as few Children mifcarry un- 


-der their Hands, and there would, if: they were all 


Nurs'd by Mothers; we want neither Care nor 

Sills es ee ee 
Swe touch’d me tothe Quick, when fhe ask’d if 

I was fure that I was nurs’d by my Gwit Mother 5.0n 


_ the Contrary. I was, fore I was not ;:and I trembled, 
vand look'd Pale at the very: Expreflion’; fure, faid I, 
to my felf, this Creature cannot-be a Witch, or have 
any Converfation with a Spisit.that caw inform her 


what I was, before I was able to kriow.it my. felf ; 
and I lodk*d at her-as if I: had been frighted , but 


. reflecting that it could not, be, poilible for her to 


: know « 


_ 
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know any Fhing about me, that went off,*and I be. 
gan to beeafy, but it-was not prefently.'° © 5 

SHE perceiv'd the Diforder I was 1n, but did not. - 
know the Meaning of. it; fo fhe run-on in her wild 
Talk upon the Weaknefs, of my fuppofing that Chil-’ 
dren were murder’d, becaufe they werenot all nurs’d 
by the ‘Mother ; and to perfwade me that the Chil- 
dren fhe difpofed of, were as well ufed as if the Mo-- 
thers had the Nurfing of them themfelves.. ~ 

“Iv may be true Mother, /ays I, for.ought I know, 
but my Doubts are very ftrongly grounded; come 
then, fays fhe, lets hear fomeof them: Why firft, 


-” faysI, you-givea Piece of Morey to thefe People to: 


take the Child off the Parents Hands, and to take: 
Care of itas long as it lives ; now wé know Mother, 
faid I, ‘that -thofe are’-poor. People, and‘their Gain. 
confifts’ in being quit of the Charge as foon as they _ 
can ; how can Fdoubt but that,’ asit‘is belt for thei: 
to have the Child die, they are‘not over Solicitous'a-: 
bout its Life. ue ae ee eee, 
Tus is all Vapours ‘and Fancy, fay je, I tell 


you their Credit-depends upon the Child’s Life, and 


they dié as careful as'any Mother 6f you all. | 

-O Mother, /ays I, if Twas but fure my little Baby 
would bé carefully look’d to, and have Juftice done 
it, I fhoutd be happy; but it is impoflible I'can be 
fatisfy’d in that Point, unlefs I faw it, and to fee it 
would’ be Ruin and Deftruétion, as my Cafe now 
ftands, fo'whatto dolknownot. -. - . 

_A fine Story ! -fays the Governefs, you would fee. 
the Child, and you weuld-not fee the Child, you 
would ‘be'conceal’d and. difcover’d both together; 
thefe‘are things impoffible,, my Dear, and fo you 
mulft:e’# dovas other confcientious Mothers have done 
before you; and be contented with things as they 
muft'be, tho’ not:as you-wifh them tobe.’ . 

. Tunderftood what the meant by confcientious Mo- 
thers, fle would have faid confcientious Whores; but 
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fhe was not willing to difoblige me; for really in this 
Cafe I was not a Whore, becaufe legally Marry’d, 
the Force of my former Marriage excepted. 

However. let me be what I would, I was not come 
up to that pitch of Hardnefs, common to the Profeffi- 
ons Tmegn. to be unnatural, and regardlefs of the 
Safety o© my Child, and I preferv’d.this honeft Af- 
fection fo long, that I was upon the Point of giving 
up my Friend at the Bank, who lay fo hard at me to. 
come to hit,. and Marry him, that there was hard- 
Jy any Room to deny him. _ 

At: laft my old Governefg came to me, with her 
ufuial Affurance, Come my Dear, fays fhe, I have 
found out-a way, how you fhall be at a Certainty, 
that your Child fhall be ufed well, and yet the Peo- 
ple that take Care of it, fhall never know you. — 

O Mother, fay I, If you can do fo, you will engage 
_ mie to you for ever: Well, fays jbé, are you willing 

~ to beat fome final] Annual Expence, more than what 
we ufually give to the People we contraét with? Ay, 
fays I, with atl my Heart, provided I may be con- 
cealed 4 asto that, fays fhe, you fhall be fectire, For. 
the Nurfe {hall never dare te Enquire about you, and 
you fhall once or twice a Year go with me and fee 
your Child, and fee how ’tis ufed, and be fatisfy’d 
that it 1g in good Handa, no Body knowing who you 
are. > eA _ 3 | 

_ Way, faidI, do you think, that when I come to 
fee my Child, ] fhall beable to conceal my being the. 
Mother of it, do you think that poflible? 

WELL, fays foe, if you difcoverit, the Nurfe fhall - 
be never the Wifer: She fhall be forbid to take any 
Notice , if fhe offers it, fhe fhall lofe the Money, 
which you are to’be fuppos’d to give her, and the 
Child be taken from her too, 

I Was very well pleas’d with this; fo the next 
Week a Country Woman was brought from ait ipl 
or thereabouts, who was to take the Child ped 
| oe nas 
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Hands.entirely, for.to 1. in Money; bnt if I would 
allow.5.l. a. Year more to her, fhe would be oblig’d 
to bring theChild to. my Governeffes Houfe as often 
as we defix’d, 6r.we fhould come down and look at 
it, and fee how well fhe nfed it. 
- Tue Woman was very wholefome-look’d likely 
Woman, a Cottager’s Wife, but fhe had very good © 
Cloaths and Linnen, and every thing wellabout her, 
and with a heavy Heart and many a Tear, I let her 
have my Child: {had beef down at Hertford and 
look’d at her, arid at her Dwelling, which ¥ lik’d well . 
enough; and. J promifed her great Things if fhe 
would be kind to the Child, fo fhe knew at firft Word 
that I was.the Child’s Mother; but fhe feem’d to be 
fo much aut of the Way; and to have no Room to 
enquire after me, that I thought I was fafe enongh, . 
fo in fhort, I confented to let her have the Child, and 
Igave her ro /.: that is to fay I gave it to my Gover- 
nefs, who gave it the poor Woman before my Face, 
fhe agreeing never to return the Child back to me, or 
to clame any Thing more for its Keeping, or Bring- , 
ing up; only that J promifed, if fhe took a great 
deal of Care of it, I would give her fome thing 
more as often as I came. tofee it; fo that I was not 
hound to pay the 5i. only that I promis’d my Go- 
vernefs I would do it: And thus my great Care was 
over, after a manner, which tho’ it did nog at all 
fatisfy. my Mind, yet was the moft convenient for 
mie, as my Affairs then ftood, of any that could be 
thought offat that Time, : 

I Tuyen began to write to my Friend at the 
- Bank, in a more kindly Style, and particularly 
about the Beginning of Fuly I fent him a Letter, that 
I purpos’d to be in Town fometime in Anguff ; he 
return d me an Anf{wer in the moft paffionate Terms 
imaginable, and defird me to let him have timely 
Notice, and he would come and meet me two Days 
Journey: This puzzl’d me fcurvily, and I did not 
| | N4 * * know 


( 184 ) 

_ know what Anfwer to make: to' it; once I was refols 
v'dto take the Stage Coach to Weft.Cheffer;.‘on Pur- 
pofe only, fto have the’ Satisfaction of coming 
back, that he might fee me really cofne in the fame 
Coach; for I had a jealous Thought, tho’ I had no 
Ground for it at all, leaft he-fhould think-I was not 
reallyintheCountry.: - 6 

I endeavour’d to Reafon. my felf out of it, but it 

_ Was in vain, the Impreffion lay fo ftrong on my 
Mind, that it was not t& be refifted ; at laft it came 

_ as an Addition to my new Defign of jgoing into the 

* Country, that it would be an excellent Blind to my 
old Governefs, and would cover entirely all my other 

Affairs, for fhe did not know in‘the'leaft, whether 
my new Lover liv’d in London, or,'in ‘Lancapfire, 
and when I ‘told her my Refolution, fhe was fully: 
perfwaded it wasin Zancafhire, (0 tae 
'Haviwe taken my‘Meafures for this Journey, I 
let ‘her know ‘it, and fent the Maid that tended me’ 
from the Begimming, to take a Place for me in the 

«Coach; fhe would have had me-let the Maid have 
waited on me down to the laft Stage, and come up 
again in the Waggon, but I convince'd ber it-would | 
not be cortvenient ; when I-went ‘away.fhe told me, 

~ fhe would enter inténoMealures for Correfpondence, 
for fhe faw evidently that my Affection to-my Child 
would c#ufe me to write to her, and to Vifit her too, 
when I came to Town‘again ; I affur’d her it would, 
and fo took my Leave, well fatisfy’d, to-have been: 
Freed from fucha Houfe, however, good my Accom-. 


modations there had been: | ae 
 T took the Place in the Coach not to its full Extent, 
' put toa Place call’d Stone, in Chefhire, whete I not. 

only had’ no manner ‘of Bufinefs, but not the. leaft 

_ Acquaintance with any Perfon ‘in the Town: But I 
knew that'with Money in the Pocket one is at Home 
ahy where, fo I lodg’d there two or three Days, “till 
watching my Opportunity, I found Reom in — 
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Stage Coach, and took Paflage back again for Lon- 
dom, fending.a: ‘Letter to my Gentleman, that I 
fhould be fuch.a certain Day at Stony-Stratford 
where the Coachman told mehe was to Lodge. 

Ir happen’d to be a Chance Coach that-I had ta- 
ken up, which having been hired on Purpofe to car: 
ry fome Gentlemen to Wef-Cheffer, who were going 

for Ireland, was now returning, and did not tye it 
felf upto exa& Times or Places, as the Stages did; 
fo that having‘been oblgi’d to lye ftill on Sunday, he 
had Time to get himfelf ready to come out, which 
otherwife he could not have done. | : 
'. H1s Warning was fo fhort, that he couldnot reach 
Stony-Stratford time enough to be with me at Night, 
but he met me at'a Place call‘d Brickill the next 
Morning, juft‘as we were coming into the Town. : 

Iconfefs Fwas very glad to fee him, for.I thought 
my felf.a little difappointed over Night: He pleas’d 
me doubly too by the Figure he’ came in, for he 


brought a very handfome (Gentleman’s) Coach, and : 


four Horfes; with a Servant toattendhim. ' =”! 
- He tookme out of the Stage Coach immediately, 
which ftop’d at an Inn in Brickill; and putting. into 
the fame Inn, ‘he fet up his own Coach, and befpoke 
his Dinner; I ask’d hjm what he meant by that, for 
I was for going forward with the Journey ; he faid, 
no, -I-had need of. a.little Reft upon the Road, and 
that was a very good fort of 4 Houfe, tho’. it was but 
alittle Town; fo we would gono farther that Night, 
whatevercameofit, 6 + | | a 
‘I Dip not prefs him much, for fince he had come 
fo far to meet me, and put himfelf to fo much Ex- 
pence, it was but reafonable I fhould oblige him a 
little too, fo I was eafy,. as to that: Point. ; 
AFTER Dinner we walk’d to fee the Town, to fee 
the Church, and to view the Fields, and the Coun- 
try as is ufual for Strangers to do, and our Landlord 
was our Guide in going to fee the Church; I obferv’d 
= my 
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my -Gentleman-enquir'd pretty much about the Par- 
fon, and I took the hint immediately, that he cer- 
tainly would propofe to be married ; and it follow’d 
prefently, that in fhort, I would not refufe him, — 
for to be plain with my Circumftances, I wasin | 

- no condition now to fay NO, I had no reafon now 
to run any more fuch hazards. | es 
Bu T. while thefe Thoughts run roand in my Head, 
which -was the work but of a few Moments, I ob- 
| ferv’d my: Landlord took him afide and whifper’d 
to him, tho: rot very foftly neither, for {% much - 

I over-heard, Sir, zf you fhall have occafion -——— 
the reft I cou’d not hear, but it feems it was to this 
rt Moat Sir, 7f you fhall have occafion for a Minifter, 
havea Friend alittle wayof that will ferve you,.and be. 
as private as you pleafe, my Gentlemap.anfwer d loud 

enough for me to hear, very well, I-belzeye I fhall. 

.. 1 Was no fooner come back to the Inn, but he 
fll upon me with irrefiftable Words,, that fince he 
_had had the good Fortune :to meet me,, and every 
thing concurr’d, it woud be haftening his Felicity 
if I would put and-end to the matter juft there, 
what do:you mean, fays. I, cclouring a little, what 
21:40 Inn, and on the Road ! Blefs us all,. frid J, how. 
can you talk fo! O I can.talk fo very well, fays be, 
I came on -purpofe totalk fo, and [ll thow you that 
I did, and with that he pulls out a great Bundle of 
Papers; -you fright me faid I, what: are all thefe ? 
don’t be: frighted, my Dear, faid be, and kifs’d me, 
this was the firft time that be bad been fo free to call me. 
my Dear then’ he repeated it, don’t be frighted, 
rou {hal} fee what it is all, tnen he Jaid them all a- 
road ; there was firft the Deed or Sentence of Di- 
vorce from: his Wife, and the full Evidence of her 
playing the Whore , then there was the Certificates 
of the Minifter and Church-wardens of the Parifh 
where fhe liv’d, proving that fhe was buried, and 
uitimating the manner of her Death , the Copy of 
; : ; 1 gle 
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the Coroner’s Warrant for a Jury to fit upor her, 
and the Verdi& of the Jury, who brought it in Non 
Compos Montis , all this was té give me Satisfaction, 
tho’, by the way, I was not fo ferupulous, had he 
known all, but that I might have taken him with- 
outit: However, I lok’d them.all over as well as 
¥ cou’d, and told him, that this. was-all very clear 
indeed, but that he:nreed not have‘brought them out 
with him, for it was time enough : Well, be faid, it 
might be time eneugh for me, but no time but the 
prefent time was. time enough for him. oo 
-'Fusre were other Papers roll’d up, and I ask’d 
him what they were? Why, Ay, fays be, that’s the 
Queftion I wanted to have you ask.me., fo he takes 
out 2 little Chagreen Cafe, and-gives me out of it a 
very fine Diamond Ring, I could not refufe it, if 
I had a mind to do-fo, for he put it upon my Finger, 
fo I only made him a Curtfy, then he takes out a. 
nother Rig, and this, fayshe, is for another Occa- 
fion, and-puts that into his Pocket: Well, but let 
mie feb-it tho’, -fays I) and {mil?d, I..guefs what it is, 
I think yoy. are Mad: I:thould have been. Mad. if I 
had done lefs, fays -b¢, and ftill he did not fhow it 
me, and-I had a great mind to {ee it; fo. I fays, well 
hat let me fee it., hold, fays.be, firft look here, then 
he took up the Roll again, and read it, and behold! 
it 'was'a Licenfe for us to be married: Why, fays I, 
are you Diffraéted? you were fully :fatisfy'd fure 
that I would yield at firft Word, or refolv’ d to take 
no denial ; the laft is certainly the Cafe, /aid he ; 
but you may be miftaken,. fazd. I; no, no,. fays be, 
I muft not be denied, I can’t be denied, and with 
that he fell to Kiiling me fo violently, I could not 
get rid of him. : 

TREHE was a Bed in the Room, and we-: 
were walking too and again, eager in the Dif: 
courfe, at lait, Ht takes me by furprize in his 
Arms, and threw me on the Bed and himfelf with - 
me, and holding me {till faftin his Arms, but with- 
- - out 
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out the leat offer of. any Unidecenty, _Courted’ 
me to Confent with fach” repeated: Entreaties and: 
Arguinents ; protefting ‘his ‘AffeGtion arid. vowing he. 
would not let me-go, ill I had *promifed him, that’ 
at laft £-faid; why you refolve not tobe deny’d i Ine: 
céed, I'think : No, “no, fays be, ¥ muft not be deny'd, 
T wont bé'deny’d, I: can’ t be. deniy’d-: » Well, -well,’ 
faid Tana giving ‘hith-a flight Rife, then bio than’ t’ 
be deny "d, let me get up f 
: He was fo Tranfjorted- with my. Coinfen, ‘and the 

kind manner of: it; that: I began to" think ‘Once, he: 
took it for'a Marriage, ‘and would ‘not-ftay for ‘the 
Form ; but I wrong’d him, ‘for he ‘took: me by the: 
Hand, ‘pull d me up agai, and ‘then’ giving me two’ 
or three Kiffes, thank’d me for my kind ‘yielding to’ 
him ; and was fo overcome with the Satsifadtion ae 
it, that I {aw Tears ftand in‘his Fyés, 2 is! 

“U-Turw’p from hini, for it: fll d my''E yés with. 
Féars too; atid ‘ask’d° him leave to: ‘retire ‘q little: 
ts my Chamber: If I ‘had-.a:Grain of true Re- 
pentance for an ‘aborninable: Life of 24. Years paft,' 
it was then. O! what a felicity‘is it ‘toeMankind,’ 
faiaT, to myfelf, that they canxiot {ee'into the Hearts 
of ohe. another! ‘How ‘happy - had it been, -if: Phad- 
been’ Wife to a‘'Man of fo much Honelty, and fo! 
much Affection From the Beginning 2 

Tren it occufr’d'to me what an abominable: 

Creature am I° and how is this innocent Gentleman 
going to be abus'd by me! How little does he think, 
that having Divorc'd a Whore, he is ‘throwing him-’ 
felf into. the Arms of another 't- ‘that He -is goitig ¢o’ 
Marry one.that has lain with two Brothers, and has 
had three Clrildren by her own Brother ! one that was! 
born in Newgate, whofe Mother was a Whore, and'is: 
now a tranfported Thief; one that “has lain with 
thirteen Men,’ and has had a Child fince he faw me 
poor Gentleman! jaa. E wee hie 1S going to: do: >: be 
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ter this reproaching myfelf~was over, it followed 
thus: Well, if, I muft be his Wife, ifit pleafe God to 
give me Grace, I'll be a true Wife to him,.and love 
him {uitably to the ftrange Excefs of his Paffion for 
ames I will make, him amends, .by what he fhall fee, 
for the Abufes I put upon him, which he does not-fee. 
.- He was impatient.for. my coming out of. my 
Chamber, but finding me long, he went. down Stairs, 
and talk’d with -my Landlord.about the Parfon. 

- My Landlosd,.an Officious, tho’ well-meaning 
‘Fellow, had fent away forthe Clergy Man ; and 
when my Gentleman began to fpeak to him, of 
fending for him;.Sir, fays he to him, way Friend is 
in the Houfe ; fo withoutany more words he brought 
‘them together : When. he came to the Minifter, he 
-ask’d him if he would venture to marry a couple of 
/Strangers.that were both willing? - The Parfon faid 
that Mr.—— had faid fomething to him-of. it, 
that he hop’d it was no Clandeftine Bufinefg ,. that 
-he feem’d to be a grave Gentleman, and he fuppos’d 
-Madam was nota Girl, fo that the.confent of Friends 
fhould be wanted ; to put you out of doubt of that, 
fays.my Gentleman, read this. Paper, and out he 
ay the Licenfe ,;- Iam fatisfy’d, fays the Mini- 
tter, where.is the Lady? ‘you thall fee her prefent- 
ly, faysmy Gentleman. =) 
.. ‘W.H EW he had {aid thus, he comes up Stairs, and 
I.was by that. time come out.of my Room, fo he 
tells me the Minifter was below, and that upon show: 
ang him the Licenfe, he was free to marry us with 
.all his.Heart, but he asks to fee you, fo he ask’d if I 
wouldlethincomeup. . = ©. 9 7. 
.. "Tis time. enough, faid I, in the Morning,. is it 
nat? Why,. fatd be, my Dear, he feem’d to ieals 
whether it was not fome young Girl {toler from her 
Parents, and I affur’d him we- were both of Age to 
;command our own Confent , and that made him ask 
to fee you, well, faid I, do as you pleafe; fo up 
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they brings the Parfon, and a m ood fort of 
Glee i was; he had been told, “at feems, that 

we had met there by accident, that I came in a 

Chefter Goach, and-my Gentleman in his own Coach 

to meet me; that we were to have met laft Night at 

Stony Stratford, but'that’ he could not reach fo far : 

Well, Sir, faysthe Parfon, every ill turn‘has fome 

good in it; the Difippointment, Sir, jays by to 

my Gentleman, was yours, and ¢he good Turn is mine, | 
for if ‘you had met ‘at Btony Strat{ofd 1 had not had 

the Honour to Marry yon: Lanpiorp have you 

Conmon-Prayer Book. 4 | _ 

J ftarted as if I had been frighted, Sir, fays £ 
_ what do you mean, what ‘to marry mm an Inn, and 
at Night too! Madam, fays the Minifer, if you 
will have zt be in the Church you fiall , ‘but I affiirre 
‘you your Marriage will be as firm here as in the 
Church; we are not'tyed by the-Canons to Marry 
no where but in the Church; and-as for the time of 
Day, it does not at all weigh in this Cafe, our Princes 
are married in their Chambers, and at Exght or Ten 
aClock at Night. ee ee oh 
- J Was a great while before I cold be perfwad- 
ed, and pretended not to be willing at ali to be mar- 
ried bet in the Church , but it was all Grimace ; fp 
I feem’d at laft to be prevail’d:on, and-my Landlord, 
and his Wife, and Daughter, were calf’d up : My 
Landlord was ‘Father and Clark and all together, 
and we were married, and very Merry we were ; 
tho’ I confefs the felf-reproaches which I had upon 
me before, lay clofe'to me, and extorted every now 
and then a deep figh from.me, which mry Bridegroom 
took notice of, and endeavour’d to encourage me, 
thinking, poor Man, ‘that-I had fome hitele hefitati- 
ons at the Step I had taken fohaftily, © a oe 
-- WE enjoy’d our felves that Evening compleatly, 
and yet all was kept-o private ‘in the-Inn, that not 
a Servant in the Houleknew of it, for my a 
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and her Daughter waited on me, and would not let 

any of the Maidscome up Stairs. My Landlady’s . 

Daughter I call’d my Bride-Maid; and fending for 

a Shopkeeper the next Morning, I gave the young 

Woman a good Suit of Knots, as good asthe Town 

would afford, and finding it wasa Lacemaking Town, | 

J gave her Mothér a Piece of Bone-lace for a Head. 

Dye Reafon that my Landlord was fo clofe was, 
that he. was unwilling the Minifter of the Parifh 
fhould hear of it, but for all that fomebody. heard 

of it, fb as that we had ‘the Bells fet a Ringing the 

next Morning eatly, and the Mufick, fuch as the 

Town would afford, under our Window, but my Lanf&- - 

, lord brazen’d it out, that we were marry’d befcre we 
came thither, only that being his former Guefs, we 
would have out Wedding Supper at his Houfe. 
~ We could not find in our Hearts to ftir the next 

Day, for in fhort having been difturb’d by the Bells 
an the Morning, and having perhaps not flept over 
much before, we were fh fleepy afterwards that we 

Jay in Bed till almoft Twelve a Clock. 

I Bec’p. my Landiady, that we might have rio 
more Mufick in the Town, nor ringing of Bells, and 
fhe manag’d it fo well that we were very quiet: But 
an odd Paffage interrupted all my Mirth for a good 
while ; the gredt Room of the Honfe look’d into the 
Street, and I had walk’d to the End of the Room, 
and ‘it being a pleafant warm Day, I had open’d the 
‘Window, and was ftanding at it for fome Air,. when 
J faw three Gentlemen ride by, and gointo an Inn 
Suft againit us. | | | 

Ir was not to beconceal’d, ner did it leave me 
any Room to queftion it, tut the fecond of the three, __. 
swas my Lancafhire Husband : I was frighted toDeathj’-- 
¥ never was in fuch ‘a Confternation in my Life, I 
thought I fhould ‘have funk into the Ground, my 
Blood run chill in my Veins, and Itrembl’d as if I 
had been ina cold fit of an Ague; I fay, there was 

no 


we 
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no room to queftion the Truth of it, I knew his 
Cloaths, I knew his Horfe, and I knew his Face. 


Tue firft Reflection I made was, that my Husband. 


was not by to fee my Diforder, and that I was very 
glad of: The Gentlemen had not been, long in the 
Houle but they came to the Window of. their Room, 
as is ufual; but my Window was fhut you. may. be 
fure: However, I could not keep from peeping at 
them, and there I faw him again, heard him cajl to 
one of the Servants for fomething he wanted, and re- 
ceiv’d all the terrifying Confirmations of its being 
the famé Perfon, that were poffible tobe had... |. 
MY next concern was to know, . what was. his 
Bufinefs there ; but that was impoffible; fometimes 
my Imagination form’d an Idea- of one frightful 
thing, fometimes of another, fometimes I thought 
he had“ difcover’d me, and was came to upbraid me 
with Ingratitudé and Bréach of Honour, then I fan- 
‘cied he. was coming up. Stairs to infult me and 
innumerable Thoughts came into,my Head, of what 
was never in his Head, nor ever could be, unlefs 
the Devil hadreveal’dittohim. , -. ...00 
_ Tremain’d in the Fright near: two Hours, and 
fcarce ever kept my Eye from the Window or Door 
of the Inn, where they were: At laft hearing a great 
clutter’in the Paflage of their Inn, .E ran to.the Win- 
dow, and, tomy great Satisfation, Ifaw them a 
three go out again and travel on.Weftward:; had 
they gone towards Lowdon, I fhould have been ftill 
‘in a Fright, leaft I fhould meet him agai, and that 


he fhould know me ; but he went the contrary way, — 


WE refolv’d to be going the next Day, but about 
‘fix a Clock at Night we were alarm’d with a great 
‘Uproar in the Street, and People riding as if they 
had been out of their Wits, and: what. was it but a 
- Hue and Cry after three Highway Men, that had 

‘rob’d two Coaches, ‘and fome Travellers near Dun- 

se dtete: FP, Base Brace” Gerais inte Oy ES ees fable 


and fo I was eas’d of that Diforder. 
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fable Hill, and notice had, it feems, been given, that 
they had been feen at Brickill at fuch a Houfe, 
meaning the Houfe where thofe Gentlemen had 
been. | 7 7 ; 

Tue Houfe was immediately befet and fearch’d, 
but there were witneffés enough that the Gentle- 
men had been gone above three Hours, the Crowd 
having gathered about, we had the News prefently ; 


and I washeartily concern’d now another way: I. 


refently told the People of the Houfe, that I durft 


ay thofe werehoneft Perfons, for that I knewone of’ 
the Gentlemen to bea very honeft Perfon, and of a>. 


good Eftate in Lancajhire. | | 
THE Conftable, who came -with the Hue. and 


Cry, was immediately inform’d of this, and came 


over to me to be fatisfy d from my own Mouth, 
and I affur’d him that I faw the three Gentlemen 
as I wasat the Window, that I faw them afterwards 
at the Windows of the Room they din’d in ; that I 
faw them take Hor(le, and I would affure him I 
knew one of them to be fuch a Man, that he was. a 
Gentleman of avery good Eftate, and an undoubt- 
ed Character in Lancajfhire, from whence I was juft 
nowupon my Journey. 7 i 
T HE affurance with which I deliver’d this, gave 
the Mob Gentry a Check, and gave the Conftable 
fuch Satisfaction, that he immediately founded a 
Retreat, told his People thefe were not. the Men, 
but that he had an account they were very honeft 


Gentlemen, and fo they went-all back again; what 


the Truth of the matter was I knew not,; but cer- 
tain it was that the Coaches were rob'd at Dunffa- 
‘ble Hill, and 5601. in Money taken, befides fome 
of the Lace Merchants that always Travel that 
way had been vifited too; as to the three Gentlemen, 
that ke remains to be explain’dhereafter. 

We Lt, this Allarm ftop’d us another Day, tho’ 
my Spoufe told me it was always fafelt Praveling 
oe O af- 
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after a Robbery, for that the Thieves were fure to 
be gone far enough off when they had allarm’d 
the Country ; but I was tneafy, and indeed 
principally leaft my old Acquaintance fhould be 
“upon the Road ftill, and fhould chanice to fee me. 

I Never liv’d four pleafanter Days together 1n 
my life, I was a meer Bride all this while, and my 
new Spoufé ftrove to make me eafie in every thing : 
O could this State of Life have continu’d! how had 
all my paft Troubles been forgot, and my future 

. Sorrows been avoided ? but I had a paft life of a 
moft wretched kind to account for, fome of it in 
this Worldas wellasin another, © | 

W e came away the fifth Day; and my Landlord, 
becaufe he faw me uneafte, mounted himfelf, his 
Son and three honeft Country Fellows with good 
Fire-Arms, and, without telling us of it, follow’d 
the Coach, and would fee us fafe into Dunffable, we 
could do-no lefs than treat them very handfomely 
at Dunflable, which Coft my Spoufe about Ten or 
Twelve Shillings, and fomething he gave the Men 
for their Time too, but- my Landlord would take 
nothing for himfelf: — - 

Tu18 wasthe moft happy Contrivance for me 
that coild have fallen out, for had I come to Len- 
don unmarried, I muft either have come to him 
for the firft Night's Entertainment, or have difco-~ 
vered-to Kim that I had not one Acquaintance in 
the whole City of London, that could receive a poor 
Bride for the firft Night’s Lodging with her Spoufe: 
But now I- made no Araple of going directly home 
with him, and there -I took Poffésfion at once of a 
Houfé well Furnifhed, ard-a Husband in very 
good Circumftances, fo that I hada profpect ofa 
very happy Life, if Iknew how to manage it ; and. 
- Thad leifure to conftder of the real--Value of the: 
. Life Iwas hkely to live ; how-different it was to be 
from the lopfe part Lhad acted-before-and how much — 

a hd happier 


happier a Life of Virtue and‘Sobriety is, than that 
which we call a Life of Pléafure. ee 

- O Hap this particular Scene of ‘Life ‘lafted, or 
had I learnt ftom that time’ I enjay’d ‘it, to have 
tafted the true fweetnefs of it, arid had I not fallen 
into that Poverty which is the fure Bahe of Virtue, 


how happy had I been, rot énly here, but perhaps 


for ever ? for while I liv’d thus, I was really a Pe- 
nitent for all my Life pafs'd; I look’d back on it. | 
with Abhorrence, and-might truly be {aid to hate 
my felf for it; I often reflefted how my Lover at 


the Bath, ftrook by the Hand of God, repented 


and abandon’d me, and refus’d to feé nie‘any more, 
tho’ -he Jov’d me to an extreme ; but'I; prompted 
by that worft of Devils,’ Poverty, retarn’d to the 
vile Practice, and made the Advantage of what 
they call a handfome, Face; be the’ Relief to my 
Neceffities, and Beatity be’ a Pimp to Vice. 
- Now [I feem’d landed’ in a fafe Harbour, ‘after 
the Stormy Voyage of Life paft was at:an end; anil 
I began to be thankful for my Deliverance ;, I fat 
many an Hour by my ‘felf, and wept.over the Re- 
membrance of paft-Follies, and: the’ dreadful Ex- 
travagances: of a wicked: Life, aiid’ Sometimes I 
flatter’d my felf thatI had fincerely repented. 
_ Bur there are Temptations twhictit 18 riot in the 
Power of Human Nature to refift, and few know 
what would’be their Cafe; if driven to the fame Exi- 
gences: As Covetonfhefs is the Root of alf¥Evil, fo 
Poverty is, the worft of all Snares ‘But‘I wave that 
Difcourfe tillI come tothe-Experiments °° 
I Liv’ with this‘ Husband ‘in the utmoft Tran- 
quility ; he was a Quiet’, Serifible, Sobet Man, Vir- 
‘tuous, Modeft, Sincere, and in his Bafitets Dilj- 
gent and Juft : His Bufinels ‘was in a’ narfow Com- | 
pafs, and his Income fafficient to a plentiful way of 
Living in the ordinary way ; I do hot fay to keep 
an Equipage, and make z= Figure as the Werld calls 
: ( 2 GFOOQIC.. oad ee. * dt, 
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‘it, nor did ¥ expect rt;, or defixe it., forjas I abhor- 
red the Levity and Extravagance of iny. former Life, . 
fo I chofe‘now to liye. retir’d,. frugal, and within 
ourfelves:; I kept no Company, made no Vifits ; 
minded my Family, and oblig’d my Husband; and | 
this kind of Life became.a Pleafure to me. - 

We liv’d in aruninterrupted courfe of -Eafe-and 
Content. for five Years, whena fuddep? Blqw from 
an almoft invifible Hand,; blafted all my happinefs, 
and turn'd: me out into the:World ina Condition 
-the reverfe of all that had.been before it. 

_ -M.Y -Husband having tryfted one of his Fellow 
Clarks with a Sum: of :-Money, too much for our 
Fortunes robear the Lofs of, the Clark fail’d, and 
the Lofs fell very heavy on my Husband, yet it was 
-not fo great,. but that if he had had Courage to have 
Apok’d his Misfortunes in the Face, his Credit. was 
fo good, that as I told him, he would eafily 
ecover it, for to fink: under Trouble is to double 
«the Weight,.and he that will Die in it, fhall Die 
init. vce 
Ir was in vain to {peak comfortably to him, the 
Wound had funk too deep; it was a Stab that touchd . 
- the Vitals, -he:. grew Melancholy and Difconfolate, 
‘and’ from . thence Lethargick, and died, .I forefaw 
the Blow, and-was extremely. opprefs'd in my Mind, 
for I faw.evidently that. if he died I was undone. 
’ ¥ H« dD had two Children, by him and no more, 
for it began to be time for me to leave beuring 
Children, :for. I wasnow. Eightand Forty, and I 
fappofe if he had liv'd Lihould have had no more. 

_ 1 Was now left in a difmal and difcorfolate 
‘Cafe indged, and in feveral things woife than ever : 
Firft it was paft the fiourifhing time with_ me when 
I might exp¢a to be courted tor.a Miftrcfs , that a- 

_ greeable part. had declin’d me time, andthe Ruins 

only appear'd of what had been; and. that watch 

was worfe-than all was this, that.I wes the moft de- _ 

jected, difconfolate Creatuge alive s Ithat had eee 
rag 
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rap’d my Hushand, and endeavour’d to fupport his: 
Spirits under his Trouble could not fiapport my own 3. 
I wanted that: Spirit in trouble which I told him — 
was foneceflary for bearing the burthen. = 

_ But mv Cafe was jndeed Deplorable, for I was 
left perfe&tly Friendlefs and Helplefs, and the Lofs 
my Husband had ful-{tain’d had reduc’d his Circums 
ftances fo low, that tho’ indeed I was not in Debt, 
yet I could eafily -forefee that what was left would 
not fupport me long; that it wafted daily for Sub- ,: 
fiftence, fo that it would be foon all fpent, and 


then I faw nothing before me tut the utmoft Di- 


ftrefs, and this reprefented it felf fo lively to my 
houghts, that it feem’d as if it was come, before 
it was really very near; alfo my very Apprehen- 
fions doubl’d the Mifery, for I fancied. every Six- > 
pence that T paid for a Loaf of Bread, was the laft 
Thad in the World, and that To-morrow I was to 


- faft, and be ftarv’d to Death. 


Iw this Diftrefs I had no Affiftant, no Friend to 
ccinfort or advife me, I fat and cried and tormented 
myfel€ Night and Day; wringing my Hands, and 
fometimes raving like a diftraéted Woman , ad 
indeed I have often wonder’d it had not affected my 
Reafon, for I-had the Vapours to fuch a degree, that 
my Underftanding was fometimes quite loft m 
Fancies and Imaginations. , oe 

I Liv’p two Years in this difmal Condition, 
wifting that little I had, weeping continually over 
my difmal Circumftances, and as it were only 


- bleeding to Death, without the leaft hope or pro- 


Fad 


fpe& of help ; and now I had cried fo long, and 
fo often, that Tears were exhaufted, andl began 
to be Defperate, for I grew poor a pace. , 
For a little Relief ! had put off my Hovfe and 
took Lodgings, and asI was reducing my Living fo, 
I fold off moft cf my Goods, whxh pnt a little 


- Money 1» my Pocket, and I hiv’d near a Year up- 


on that, {pending very {paringly, and eeking things * 
| | | Oe | out 


out to the-utmof ; but ftijl when I look’d before. 

me, my Heart would fink within me at the inevi- 
able approach of Mifery. and Want: O let none 
read this part without ferioufly reflecting on the 

Circumftances of a defolate State, and how they 
would grapple with want of Friends and-want of 

Bread, it will certainly make them think not of 

{paring what they have only, but of looking.up to. 

Heaven for fupport, and of the wife Man’s Prayer, 

Give me.not Poverty leaft I fleal. : 

Let ’em remember that a time of Diftrefs, is a 
time of dreadful Temptation, and all the Strength 
to refift is taken aways; Poverty prefles, the Soul 
is made Defparate by Diftrefs, and- what can be 
done? It was one Evening, when being brought, 

‘as J may fay, to the laf& Gafp, I think I may truly 
fay I was Diftracted and Raving, when prompted 
by I know not.what Spirit, and asit were, doing I 
did not know what,or why; Idrefs'd me, for [had 
dtill pretty good Cloaths, and went out: I am very 
fure Ihad no manner of Defign in my Head, when 
J went.out, I neither knew or confidered where -to 


"go, or on what Bufinefs , but as the Devil carried - 


-me out and laid his Bait for me, fo he bronght me 


@ 


sto be fure to the place, for I knew not whether I- 


.was going or whatI did. | | 
W aNDRING thusabont I knew not whether,f 
pafs’d by: an Apothecary’s Shop in Leadenball-fireet, 
where Ifaw lye on a Stool juft before the Compter 
-a little Bundle wrapt in a white Cloth, beyond it, 
-{to0d a Maid Servant. with her Back to it, look- 
“ing up: towards.the. top of the Shop, where 
.the Apothecary’s Apprentice, as I fuppofe, was 
ftanding up cn the Compter, with .his Back alfo to 
: the Door, .and aCandle in his Hand, looking and 
_Yeaching up ta the upper Shelf for fomething 
he wanted, fo that both were engag’d, and no Bo- 
dyelfeintheSiopn §. ee, 
ee oe |. . Tris 
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+ Turis was the Bait; and the Devil who laid the 
Snare, prompted me, asif he had {poke, for I re- 
member, and fhall never forget it, ’twas like a 
Voice fpoken over my Shoulder, take the Bundle, 
be quick ; do it this Moment ; 1t was no fooner 
faid but Iftep’d into the Shop, and with my Back 
to the Wench, asif I had ftood up for a Cart that 
was going by,.I put my Hand behind me and took 
the Bundle, and went off with it, the Maid or Fel- 
low not perceiving me, or any oneelfe, -- . 
Ir is impoffible to exprefs. the Horror of my- 
Soyl all the while I didit , When I went way Thad 
no Heart to run, or {carce to mend my pace; I : 
crofs’d the Street indeed, and went down the firft. 
turning I came to, and I think it was a Street that 
went thro’ into Fenchurch-ftreet, from thence I crof- 
fed and turn’d thro’ fo many ways and turnings, 
that I could never tell which way 1t was, nor where 
 Iwent, I felt not the Ground I ftept.on, and the: 
farther I wasout of Danger, the fafter I went, till 
tyr'd and out of: Breath, I was fore’d to fit down 
on a little Bench at a Door, and then found I was. 
got into Thames-fireet near Billing {gate : I refted me. 
a little and went on, my Blood was all in a Fire, 
my Heart beat as if 1 wasin a fudden Fright: In 
fhort, I was under fuch a Surprize that knew not 

whether I was a going, or what to do. ~ = 
+ ArFTer Thad tyrd my felf thus with walking a 
long way. about, and fo eagerly, I began to confi-. 
der and make-home to my Lodging, where I came 

about Nine aClockat Night. ‘ _ | 
| Waar the Bundle was made up for, qr on what 
Occafion laid where I found it, I knew not, but. 
wien I came to open it, I found there was a Suit of 
Child-bed Linnenin it, very good and almoft new, 
- the Lace very fine, there was a Silver Porringer of: 
a Pint, a {mall Silver Mug and Six Spoons, with 
fome other Lianer, a good Smock,.and Three Silk. 
O 4 Hand- 
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Handkerchiefs, and in the Mugin a Paper Eighteen . 


Shillidgs and Six-pence in Money. 
ALL the while I was opening thefe things I was 


under fucn dreadful Impreffions of Fear, and in | 


fuch Terror of Mind, tho’ I was perfe&ly fafe, 
that Icannot exprefs the manner of it, I fat me 
down and cried moft vehemently, Lord, faid F, 
what ay I now? a Thief! why I fhall be taken 
next time and be carried to Newgate and be Try’d 
for my Life! and with that Icry’d again a long 
time, and I am fure, as poor as I was, if I had 
durft. for’ fear, I would certainly have carried 
the Things back again , but that went off after a 
while: Well, I went to ‘Bed for that Night, but 
flept little, the Horror of: the Fa& was upon my 
Mind,-and; I knew not what F {aid or did all Night, 
and all: the next Day: Then I was impatient to 


hear fome Néws of the Lofs ; and would fain know - 


how it was, wliether they were a Poor Bodies Goods, 
or a Rich. perhaps, -feid J, it may be fome poor 
Widow like me, that bad pack’d up thefe Goods to 


go and fell them for a little Bread for herfelf and 
a poor Child, and are now ftarving and_ break- 


ing their Hear s, for want of that little they would 
have fetch’d, and this Thonght tormented me worfe 
than all the reft, for three or four Days. 


But my own Diftrefles filenc’d all thefe Re- 
fletions, and the profpect of my own Starving, 


which grew every Day more frightful to me, har- 
den’d my Heart by degrees ; it was then particu- 


larly heavy upon my Mind, that I had been re- 


form’d, and had, as I hop’d, repented of all my 
pafs’d wickednelles ; that I had liv‘d a fober, grave, 
retird Life for feveral Years, but now I fhould be 
driven by the dreadful Necedlity of my Circum- 
ftances to the Gates of DeftruGtion, Soul and Body ; 
and two or three tines I fell upon my Knees, pray- 
ing to God, us well as I could, for Deliverance ; 


but | 


a ee, 
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but I cannot but fay, my Prayers had no hope in 
them; I knew not what to do, it was all Fear 
without, and Dark within , and I reflected on my 
pafs’d Life as not repented of, that Heaven was 
now beginning to punifh me, and would make m 
as miferable as I had been wicked. | : ey 4 

Hap I gone on here I had perhaps been a true 
Penitent; but I had an evil Counfellor within, 
and he was continually prompting me to relieve 
my felf by the worft means ; fo one Evening he 
tempted me again by the fame wicked Impulfe that 
had faid, take that Bundle, to go out again and feek. 


_ For what might happen. - 


I Went out now by Day-light, and wandred 
about I.knew not whether, and in fearch of ¥ knew 
not what, when the Devil puta Snare in my way 
of a dreadful Nature indeed, and fucha one as 
have never had before or fince , going thro’ l- 
derfgate-fireet, there was a pretty little Child had 


been at a Dancing-School, and was a going home 


all alone, and my Prompter, like a true Devil, - 
fet me upon this innocent Creature; I talk'd to 
it, and it prattl!'d to meagain, and I took it by the © 


_ Hand and led it a long till I came toa pav’d Alley 


that goes into Bartholomew-Clofe, and I led it in 
there , the Child faid that was not its way home ; 
I faid, yes, my Dear it is, Pll fhow you the way 
home ; the Child had a little Necklace on of Gold - 
Beads, and I had my Eye upon that, andin the 
dark of the Alley I ftoop’d, pretending to mend 
the Child’s Clog that was loofe, and took off her 
Necklace and the Child never felt it, and fo led 
the Child on again: Here, I fay, the Devil put mé 
upon killing the Child in the dark Alley, that it . 
migit not Cry, but the very thought frighted me 
fo that I was ready todrop down, but I turn’d the . 
Child about and bad it go back again, for that was 


‘not its way home ; the Child faid {0 fhe would, and 


I went thro’ into Bartholumew-Clofé, and then turn’d 
a round 
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found to another Pafflage that goes into Long-lane, 
fo away in Chbarterhoufe-Tard, and out into St, 
Fobn’s-freet, then croffing into Smithfeld, went down 
Chick-lane, and into Freld lane to Holbourn-bridge, 
when mixing with the Crowd of People ufually paf- 
fing there, it was not poffible to have been found out, 
and thus I made my fecondSally intothe World: . 
.Twe thougits of this Booty put out all the 
thoughts of the-firft, and the Refleétions I had made 
wore. quickly off; Poverty, harden’d my Heart, 
and-my:own Neceflities made me regardleis of any 
thing : The laft. Affair left no great Concern upon 
me, for as I did the poor Child..no harm, I only 
thought, I had given the Parentsa juft Reproof for - 
their Negligence, in leaving the poor Lamb to come 
home by it felf, and it would teach them to take 
more Care anothertime. | | 
--Turs String of Beads was worth about Twelve 
or Fourteen Pounds, I fuppofe 1 might have been 
formerly the Mother's, for.it was too big for the 
- Child’s wear, but:that, perhaps, the Vanity of the 
Mother to have her Child look Fine at the Dancing 
School, had made her let the Child wear it, and no 
doubt the Child had a Maid fent to take care of it, 
bat fhe, like a carelefs Jade, was taken up perhaps | 
with fome Fellow that had met her, and fo the poor 
Baby wandred till itfellintomy Hands. 
u:How EVER,: Idid the Child no harm, I did not 
fo much as fright it, for [had a great many ten- 
der Thoughts.abont me yet, and did notaing but 
what, as [may fay, meer Neceflity drove meto, | 
| I-Hap a great many Adventures after this, but 
Twas young inthe Bufinefs, and did not know how © 
to manage, otherwife than as the Devil put things 
into'my Head; and indeed he was feldom back- 
_ ward to me: One Adventure I had which was very 
« lucky to me; I was going thro’ Lombard fireet in 
«the dusk ef the Evening, juft by the end of Tlree 
Kiig Court, whet on afudden comes 4 Fellow run- 
OO : ring 
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ning by ‘me as {wsft: as Lightning, and throwg a - 
Bundle that was in his Hand. juft behind me, as. E 
ftood up agajnft- the corner of the Houfeat tlie . 
turning into the Alley; juftas he threw it in, he, 
faid, God bli {s you Miftrefs let it lie there a’ little; 
and away heruns: After him comes two more, .and 
immediately a young Fellow without his Hat, cry+ 
11g ftop Thief, . they perfued the two laft FeHows - 
fo clofe, that they were fore’d to drop what they 
had got, and one: of them was taken inte the: bar- 
gain, the other got off free, - = Se ae 

I Stoop ftock ftill all this while till they came 
back, dragging the poor Fellow -they had-taken, 
dnd lugging the Things they had found, extremely . 
well fatisfied that they had recovered the Booty; 
and taken the Thief; and thus they pafgd by mej 


for I look’d only like one who fteod up while: the 


Crowd was gone. : ee es 
ONCE or twice T ask’d what was the matter, but 


_ the People neglected anfwering me, and I was-not 


very importunate , but after the Crowd was whol. 
ly pafs’d, I took my opportunity to turn abont-and 
take up what was behind me and‘walk away:: This 
indeed I did with lefs Difturbance than I had done 
formerly, for thefe things I did not fteal, but they 
were ftolen tomy Hand: I got fafe to my Lodgs 
ings with this Cargo, which was a Peice of fing 
black Luftring. Sik and a Peice of Velvet ; 
the latter was but part of a Péice of about a iE 
‘Yards; the former was a whole Peice.af hear so 
‘Yards’; it feems it was a Mercer’s Shop that. they had . 
rifi'd, I fay, rifled, becaufe the Goods were fo con: 


fiderable that they had Loft , for the Goods that they. 
Recover’d were pretty many, and I believe came 


_ to about fix or feven feveral Peices of Silk : How 


‘they came to get. fomanyI could not tell; but ast 
-had ~~ robb’d the Fhief, Imade no fcruple at 
‘taking the 


fe-Goods,and being very glad of.them ton 
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- ¥ Hap pretty good Luck thus. far, and I made, 
feveral Adventures more, tho’ with but fmal] Pur- . 
chafe, yet with good Succefs, but I’ went in daily 
dread that fome mifchief would befal me, and that’ 
I fhould certainly come to be hang’d at laft: The 
impreffion tis made on me was too ftrong to be 
: fligited, and 1f kept me from makirg attempts, that’ 
for ought I knew might have been very fafely. 
perform’d ; but one thing I cannot omit, which. 
was a Bait to me manya Day. ‘I walk’d frequent- 
ly out into the Villages round the Town to fee if 
nothing wonld fall in my Way there ; and going by - 
a Houfe near Stepney,. I faw on the Window- - 
board two Rings; one a {mall Diamond Ring, and 
the other a plain Gold Ring, ‘to be fire laid there 
by: fome thoughtlefs Lady, that had more Money 
- than. ‘Forecaft, perhaps. only till fhe wath’d her 
Hands. : 8 
I Wirr’p feveral times by the Window to ob- 
ferve if I could fee whether there was any Body iri 
the Room or no, and ¥ could fee: no Body, but ftill 
I was not fure; it came prefently into my Thoughts 
- to rap at the Glafs, as if I wanted to {pcak with 
fome Body, and if ‘any Body was there they would 
be fire to come to the -Window,. and then I would ' 
tell them to remove .thofe Rings, for that I had 
feen two fuflpicious: Fellows take notice of them: 
This was a ready Thought,I rapt once or twice aad 
ng Body came, when I thruft hard againft the Square 
of Glaf$, and broke it ‘with little Noife, and took 
out the two Rings, and walk’d away. the Diamond 
Ring was worth about 31. and the other about 95. 
Was now at a lofs for a Market for my Goods, 
and efpecially for my two Peices of Silk, 1 was 
very joth to difpofe of them for:a Trifle, as the. 
poor unhappy Thiev’s in general do, who after they 
have venturd their Lives fcr,:perheps a thing | 
of Value, are fre'd-to fell it for a Song when they 
have 
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have done ; but I was‘ refolv'd I wotild not do thus | 
- whatever Shift I made; however, I did not weH 


know what Courfe to take: At. laft I refolv'd 
to go to my old Governefs,. and acquaint‘ my 
felf with her again: I had pwnéually fupply’d 
the 5 1. a Year’ to her. for’ my little Boy as long I 
was able; but at-laft was oblig’d:to put a ftop 
to it: However, Llad written'a Letter to-her, 
wherein I had told her that my Circumftances were 


reduc’d , that I had loft my ‘Husband, and that I _ 


was not able to do. it any longer, and beg’d the 


poor Child might not fuffer tog much for its Mo- 


T ¢ 


ther’s Misfortunes. -~ - 


I Now madeher a Vifit, and L found that fhe | 


drove fomething of the old Trade fill, but that fhe 
was not in fuch flourifhing Circumftances as before ; 
for fhe had been Sued by a certain:Gentleman, who 
had had. his Daughter. ftolen from hin; and who 
it feems fhe had helped to convey away, andit 
was very narrowly that fhe, efcap’d the Gallows, 
the Expence alfo had ravag’d her, fo that her Houfe 
was but meanly Furnifhed, and fhe was not in fuch 


repute for her Pra&kice as before ; however, fhe ftood. 
upon her Legs, as. they fay, and as fhe was a buft- . 


ling Woman, and had fome Stock left, fhe was 
turn d Pawn Broker, .and liv'd pretty well. ee 

Su® receiv’d me very civilly, and with her ufual 
obliging manner told me,’ fhe would not have the 
Jefs re{pedt for me, for my being recucd, that fhe 


had taken Care my Boy was very well look’d. 


after, tho’ I could not pay for him, and that the 


Ld 


Woman that had’ him was eafie, fo that I need- — 


ed not to Trouble myfelf about him,. till F might 


' be better able to do it effe€tually. 


I Totp her I had not much Money left, but 


that I had fome ‘thingsthat weré Monies worth, if 


fhe could tell me how I might turn them into 


Moacy ; fhe ask’d what it, was Lhad?T pull’d out the, 


ot oNae 


ftring 
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ftring of gold Beads, 'and told her it was one of my 
Husband’s Prefents to me, then I fhow’d her the 
two Parcels of Silk which I told her I had from Jve- 
tand, and brought up to Town with me; and the 
little. Diamond Ring; as tothe fmall Parcel of Plate 
And Spoons, I fad found ‘means to difpofe of them 
my: {elf before; and as for the Childbed Linnen I 
d, fhe offer’d:me to take it her felf, « be- 
leving it to have been my own, fhe told me that 
fhe was turn’d Pawn- Broker, and that fhe would fell 
sliofe things for me as pawn’d to her, and fo the . 
{ent prefently.for proper Agents that bought them, 
being in her Hands, without any fcruple, ‘and gave 


good Prizestoo. = | 


2it-Now began to think this neceflary Woman 
might help me.a little in: my low Condition to 
dome Bufinefs.; 'for. I would:gladly have turn’d my 
Hand to any lioneft’ Employment ‘if I: could have 
‘gat it;, but honeft Bufinefs.did not come within her 
seach; if I had been younger, perhaps fhe might 


_ chavé trelped ine; but: my Thoughts were off of that 


ikini of: Livelihood, as being quite out of the way 
jafter 50, which wasmy ‘Cafe, and fo I told her. 

. SHE Mvitedane at laftto come, and be at her 
Ftenfe:till I coubd: find fomething todo, and it 
fhould coft.me very little, and this I gladly accepted 
bf; and now living alittle exftey, Fenter’dintofome | 
Meafures to have my littleSon by my laft Husband 
taken off, and thisfhe made eafte too, referving 4 
Payment. only of 51. a Year, if: 1 could pay it. 
This wasfuch ahelp to me, that for a good while I 


deft off the witked Trade that I had fo newly ta- 


ken up;-and gladly I would have got Work, but 
that was very hard to do for one that had rio Ac- 
tmaintance. a oe oF eos 

- However, at laf I got fome Quilting- Work for 
Ladies Beds, Petticoats, and the like; and this f 
\dik’d very well and. york'd very hard, and with 
aes a ; this 
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this F began to live; but the diligent Devil who 
refoly’d I fhould continue m his Service, continual- 
ly prompted me to go out and take'a Walk, ‘that is 
to fay, to fee if any thing would offér m the old 


Way. a! 7 ee 
of ne Evening I blindly obeyed his Summons, and 
fetch’d a long Circuit thro’: the Streets, ‘bat ‘met 
with no-purchafe , but not -content with that, -E 
went out the next Evening too, when going by aw 
Alehoufe I faw the Door of a little room open,. 
next the very Street, and on the Table a filver 
Tankard, things much in ufe in publick Houfés at 
that time; it feems forme Company had been drini- 
ing there, and the carelefs Boys had forgot: to take 
it away, } a 8 mene 
I Went into the Box frankly, and fetting the 
filver Tankard on the Corner of the Berich, I fat 
down before it, and knock’d with my Foot, a Boy- 
came prefently, and I bad him fetch mea pint. of 
warm Ale, for it was cold Wedther ; the Bay run; 
and I heard him go down the Cellar to draw the. 
Ale ; while the Boy was gone, another Boy cdme,: 
and cried, @’ ye call, I{poke with a ‘melancholy: 
Air, and faid, no, the Boy is gone for a Pint of Ale’ 
for me. i os "2 & wa. 
WHILE I fat here, I heard the Woman inthe Bar. 
fay,are they all gone in the F1v'e,which‘was the Box E 
fat in, and the od {aid yes ;who fetch’d the Fankard,: 
away >? fays thé Woman, I did, fays anotber Boy, that’s 
it, pointing it feems to another Tankard, which he. 
had fetch’d from another Box by Miftake ; or elfé 
it muft be, that the Rogue forgot that he had not 
brought it in, which certainly:he had not. °°” 
-I Hearp all this, much to my fatisfadtion, for I 
found plainly that the Tankard was not mift, and. 
yet they concluded it was fetch’d away , fok drank 
my Ale,-call’d to Pay, andasI went away, I Fonda 
take care- of "your. Plate Child; meaning a ftlver- 
S . pint 
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int Mug, which he brought me to Drink in; the Boy. 
faid, yes Madam. very welcome, and away I came. © 
_1Came Home to my Governefs, and now I- 
thought 1t was atime to try her, that if I might. 
be put to the Neceflity of being expos’d fhe might- 
offer me fome affiftance, when I had been at Home 
fome time, and had. an opportunity of Talking 
to her, I told her Ihad a Secret of the ae 
Confequence jn the World to commit to her, if fhe 


had re{pe& enough for me to keep it a Secret: She~ 
told me fhe had kept one of my Secrets faithfully , 


why fhould I doubt her keeping another? I told 
her the ftrangeft thing in the World had befallen. 
me, even without any defign ; and fo told her the 
whole Story of the Tankard: And have you brought 
it away with you my Dear, /ays jhe, to be fureI 
have, fays f, and fhew’d it her. But what éhall I do. 
now, jays, muft not Icarry it again? = | 

Carry it again! fays fhe, Ay, if you want to go 


to Newgate, why, fays I, they can’t be fo bafe to ftop. 


me, when I carry it to them again? You don’t 
know thofe Sort of People Child, fays fhe, they'll 
not only carry you to Newgate, but hang you 
too without any regard to the honefty of return- 
ing it ; or bringin an Account of all the other Tank- 
ards as they have loft for you to pay for: What 
muft I do then? faysI; Nay, fays fhe, as you have 
plaid the cunning part .and ftole it, you muft e’n- 
keep it, there’s no going back now ; befides Child, | 
Jays foe, Don’t you,wan’tit more thanthey do? I 
wifh you cou’d light of fuch a Bargain once a Week. 
. Tu1s gave me anew Notion of my Governe/s, 
and that fince fhe was turn’d Pawx- Broker, fhe had - 
a Sort of People about her, that were.none of the 
honeft ones that Ihad met with there before. 


-I Ha p not been long there, but I-difcover’d it | 


oun 


more plainly than before, for every-now and then — 


I faw Hilts of Swords, Spoons,..Forks, ‘Tankards, | 
_ : | SO and 


tll. -_ « a . 


2 --- = ee 


( 209 ) 

and all fuch kind of Ware *rought in, not to be 
Pawn'd, but to be fold down right, and fhe bought - 
them all without asking ahy Qnheftions, but had 
good Bargains as I found by her Difcourfe. | 
I Founp alfo that in following this Trade, 
fhe always melted down the Plate ihe bought, that - 
it might not be challeng’d ; and fhe came to me 
and told me one Morning that fhe was going to 
Melt, andif I would, fhe would put my Tankard 
in, that it might not be feen by any Body ; I told 
her with all my Heart ; fo fhe weigh’d it, and al- 
Jow’d me the full value in Silver again; but I 
found fhe did not do fo to the reft of her Cufto- 
mers. : 
SOMETIME after this, as I wasat Work, and very 
melancholly, fhe begins to ask me what the Mat- 
ter was? I told her my Heart was very heavy, I 
had little Work, and nothing to live on, and knew 
not what Courfe to take ; fhe Laugh’d and told 
‘me I muft go out again and try my Fortune ; it 
might be that I might meet with another Peice of 
Plate. O, Mother! feys f that is a Trade that I 
» have no skill in, and jf I fhould be taken I am un- 
done atonce; fays be, Icould help you toaSchool- . 
Miftrefs, that thall make you as dexterous as her 
felf: I trembled at that Propofal, for hitherto I 
had had no Confederates, nor any Acquaintance a- 
- mong that Tribe; but fhe conquer’d all my Mode- 
fiy, and all my Fears, and in a little time, by 
the help of this Confederate I grew as impudent a 
Thief, and as dexterous as ever Moll Cut-Pur fe was, 
tho’ if Fame does not belie her, not half fo Hand- 

fome. | | | 
THE Comrade fhe helped me to,’ dealt in three . 
Torts. of Craft. (viz.) Shop-lifting, ftealing of 
Shop-Books, and Pocket: Books, and taking off Gold 
Watches from the Ladies Sides, and this laft fhe did 
fo dexterioufly that no Woman ever arrivd to ta 
: fpf ' Per- 
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Perfection of that Art, like her: I lik’d the firft 
and tie lait of thefe things very well, and I attended 
her forme time in the Pradtife, juft asa Deputy at- 
tends a Midwife without any Pay. __ : 
AY length fhe put me to Prattife, fhe had 
{hewn me her Art, and I had feveral times un- 
hook’d a Watch from her own Side with great dexte- 
rity ; at laft fhe fhow’d me a Prige, and this was 
a young Lady with Child who had a charming 
Watch, the thing was to be done as fhe came out of © 
t}e Church ; fhe goes on one fide of the Lady, and 
pretends, juftas fhe came to the Steps, to fall, and 
fell againft the Lady with fo much violence as put 
her into a great fright, and both cry"d out terri- 
bly; inthe very moment that fhe joftl'd the Lady, I 
had hold of the Watch, and holding it the right 
way, the ftart fhe gave drew the Hook out and fhe 
never felt it; I made off immediately, and lefttmy 
School-Miftrefs to come out of her Fright gradu- 
ally, and the Lady too ; and prefently the Watch 
was mifs'd ,; ay, fays my Comrade, then it was 
thofe Rogues that thruft me down, I warrant ye; 
I wonder the Gentlewoman did- not ’m#s her 
Watch before, then we might have takenthem, _ 
Swe humour'd the thing fo well that no Body fuf- 
 peéted her, and I was got home a full Hour before 
her: This was my firft Adventure 197 Company ; 
the Watch was indeed’a very fine ont, and had — 
inany Trinkets about it,and my’ Governefs allow’d 
us 201. for it, of whichT had half,and thusI was en- 
terdacompleat Thief, harden’dtoa Picth above 
‘all the Refle@ions-of Confcienceor Modefty, and 
to a Degree which I never thought poffible in me. 
— Tuus the Devil who began, by the hcp of an 
irrefiftible Poverty, to pufh mé into this Wicked- 
‘nefs, brought me’ on toa height beyond the -com- 
mon Rate, even when my Neceffrties were not {o 
terrifying , for I had now got into a little Vein of 
_ | a «4 Work, 
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Work, and as I was not ata lofstojhandle my 
Needle, it was very probable I might have got 


my Bread honeftly enough. . 
y y .<neug! | , 
 “T muft fay, that iffuch a profpe& of Work had _ 


prefented it felf at firft, when I began to feel the 
approach of. my miferable Circumftances; I fay, 
had fuch a pro{pect of getting Bread. by working pre-. 


- fented it felf then, I had never fallen into this 


* wicked Trade, or into fuch a wicked Gang as I was 


now embark’d with ; but practife had hardened me, 
and 1 grew audacious to the laft degree ; and the 
more fo, becaufe { had carried it fo long, and had 
never been taken; for inaword, my new Partner 


in Wickednefs and I -went on together fo long, 


without being ever detected, that we not only 
grew Bold, but we grew Rich, and we had at one 
time One and Twenty Gold Watches in our Hands. 
‘I REMEMBER that one Day being a little more 
ferious than ordinary, and finding I had fo gooda 


- Stock before-hand, as I had, for I had. near 2001. 


in Money for my Share; it came ftrongly into my | 


my Mind, no doubt from fome kind Spirit, if fuc 

there be , that as at firft Poverty excited me, and 
my Diftreffes drove me to thefe dreadful Shifts, f0 
feeing thofe Diftrefles were now relieved, and I 
could alfo get {omething towards a Maintenance by 
working, and had fo good a. Bank to fupport me, 
why fhould I not. now leave off, while I was well; 


that I could not expe& to go always free, and if I 


was once furrpisd, Iwasundone. . . . : 
Tuts was doubtlefs the happy Minute, when if 

I had hearken’d to the bleffed hint from whatfoever 
hand it came, I had ftill a caft-for aneafie Life ; 
but my Fate was otherwife determin'd, the bufie 
Devil that drew me in; had too faft hold of me to 
Jet me go back ; but as Poverty brought me im, fo 
Avarice kept me in, till there was no going back; 
as to the Arguments which my Reafon dictated for 
perfwading me to lay api Avarice ftept ae 
| 2 ard, 
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faid, goon, you have had very good luck, go on, 
till yon have gotten Four or Five Hundred Pound, 
and then you fhall leave off, and then you may 
live eafie without working at all. ° : 
~ TuusI that wasonce in the Devil's Clutches, was 
held faft there as with a Charm, and had no Power 
to go without the Circle, till I was ingulph’d in 
Labvrinths of Trouble too great to get out at all. 
However, thefe Thoughts left fome Impreffion 
upon me, and made me act with fome more caution’ 
than before, and more than my Direétorsus’d for . 
themfelves. My Comerade, as I call‘d -her, -fhe — 
fhould have been called my Teacher, with another 
of her Scholars, was the firft in the Misfortune, for 
happening to e upon the hunt for Purchafe, they 
made an attempt upon a Linnen-Draper in. Cheap- 
ide, but were {nap’d by a Hawks-ey’d Journey-man, °° 
and feiz’d with two pieces of Cambrick, which were 
taken alfo upon them. ty ee 
Tu1s was enough to Lodge them both in New- 
gate, where they had the Misfortune to have fome of 
their former Sins brought to remembrance ; two ! 
other Indi&tments being brought-againft them, and 
the Facts being prov’d upon them, they were both | 
condemn’d to Die; they both pleaded their Bellies 
and were both .voted'Quick with Child; tho’ my 
Tutrefs was no more with Child than I was. -- 
I Went frequently to fee them, and Condole 
with them, expeGting that it would be my turn 
next; but the place gave me fo much Horror, re- 
fle&ing that it was the place of my unhapy Birth, 
and of my Mother’s Misfortunes, that I could not 
bear it, fo I left off going to fée them. . eee 1% 
Awp O! cow’d I but have taken warning by their 
Difafters, [had been happy ftill, for I was yet free, 
and had nothing brought againft me, but it could 
not be, my Meafure was not yet fill’d up. 
My 


a 
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’ My Comerade having the Brand of and old Of- | 
fender,. was Executed ;. the young Offender was 
{par’d, having obtain ‘d a Reprieve ; but lay ftar- 
ving a long while in Prifon, till at laft fhe got her. 
Name into what they call a.Circuit Pardon, and fo. 
came off, 7 wt 4k 
THIs terrible Example of my Comrade fright- 
ed me heartily, and for a good while I made no Ex- 
curfions,;- but one Night, in the Neighbourhood of 
my Governeffés Houfe, they cry‘d Fire - my Go-. 
_ vernefs look’d out, for we were all up, and cry’d 
immediately that fuch a.Gentlewoman’s Houfe was 
all of alight Fire a top, and fo indeed it was: Here. 
fhe gives.me a jog, now, Child, fays fhe, there is 
a rare opportunity, the Fire being fo near that you 
may go to it before the Street is block’d up with the - 
Crowd; fhe prefently gave me my Cue, go, Child, 
fays foe, to the Houfe, and run in and tell the La- 
dy, or any ‘Body you fee,. that you come to help 
them, and that you came from fucha Gentlewoinan. 
(that is one-of her Acquaintance farther up the 
Street)... - | a . | | 
Away Iwent, and coming to the Houfe I found 
them all in Confufion,” you may be fure ; Trun in, 
and finding one of the Maids, alas! Sweetheart, 
faid I, how came this difmal Accident ? Where is 
your Miftre{s? Is fhe fafe? And where are the 
Children? Icome from Madam—— to help you; 
away runs the Maid, Madam, Madam, fays fhe, 
{creaming as loud as fhe cou'd yell, bere zs a Gentle- 
woman come fram Madam —— to belp uw: The poor 
Woman halt out of her Wits, with a Bundle under 
her Arm, and two little Children, comes towards 
me, Madam, fays I, Yet me carry the poor Chil- © 
dren to Madam—-, fhe defires you to fend them ; 
fhe’ll take care of the poor Lambs,, and {cI takes 
one of them out of her. Hand, and fhe lifts the 
tother upinto my Arms, ay, do, for God fake, fays 
. ; P 3 100 fhe, 
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fhe, carry thems O thank ber for ber kindnefs : Have 
you any thing elfe to fecure, Madam ? fays I, foe 


- will take care of it: O dear! fays fhe, God bles ber, 


take this bundle of Plate and carry it to ber too ; O fhe 
#8 a good Woman, O, we are utterly ruth’d, undone , 
and away fhe runs from me out of her Wits, and 
the Maids after her, and’away comes I with the two 
Children and the Bundle.’ | 

I Was no fooner got into the Street, but I faw a- 
nother Womancometo me, O! fays fhe, Miftrefs, 
in a piteous Tone, you will let fall the Child ; 
come, come, this isa fad tite, let me help you, and 
immediately lays hold of my Bundle to carry it for 
me ; no, fays I, if you will help me, take the Child 


‘by the Hand, and lead it for me but to the upper 


end of the Street, Pll go with you and faticfie you 
for your pains, | | 

SHE cou’d not avoid going, after what I faid, but 
the Creature, in ihort; was one of the fame Bufinefs 
with me, and wanted nothing but the Bundle, how- 
ever, fhe went with metothe Door, for fhe con’d 
not help it; when we were come there I whifper’d 
her, go Child, {aid ¥, Iunderfland your Trade, you 
may meet with Purchafe enough. : 7 
- SHe underftood me and walk'd off; I thundered 
at the Door with the Children, and as the People 
were rais'd before by the noife of the Fire, I was 
foon let in, and I faid, is Madam awake, pray tell 
ber Nits. defires the favour of ber to take the two 
Children in, poor Lady, jhe will be undone, their 
Houfe ts all of a Flame, they took the Children in 
very civily, pitied the Family in Diftrefs, and a- 
way camel with my Bundle ; one of the Maids 
ask’d me, if I was not to leave the Bundle too ; 
I faid no, Sweetheart, tis to go to another Place, 
it doesnot belong tothem. > 7 | 

IWas a great way out ofthe hurry now, andfo £ 
went on and, brought the Bundleof Plate, whieh was 
wiry confiderable, {trait home, tocmy-old Gover- 
“ | | oe  nefss 
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nefs ; fhe told me fhe would not look into it, but 
bad me go again and look for more. 
. Sue gave me the like Cue to the Gentlewoman 
of the next Houfeto that which was on Fire, andI 
did my endeavour to go, but by this time the al- 


darm of Fire was fo great, and fo may Engincs — 


playing and.the Street fo throng’d with People, 
' that I cou’d not get near the Houfe, whatever I 
cou'd do ; fo I came back again to my Governefits, 
and taking the Bundie up into my Chamber, I be- 
gan to examine it : [tis with Horror that I tell what 
‘a Treafure I found there; ’tis enough to fay, that 
befides moft of the Family Plate, which was con- 
fiderable, I found a Gold Chain, an old fafhion’d 
thing, the Locket of which was broken, fo that I 


fuppofe it had not been usd fome Years, but the - 


Gold was not the worfe for that ; alfoa little Box 
of burying Rings, the Lady’s Wedding-Ring, and 
fome broken bits of old Lockets of Gold, a Gold 
Watch,and a Purfe with about 241. valuein old Pieces 
Of Gold Cojn, and feveral other things of Value. 
THis was the greateft and the worft Prize that 
ever J was concernd in, for indeed, tho’, as I have 
faid abave, I was harden’d now beyond the Power 
of all Refle&tion in other Cafes, yet it really touch’d 
me tothe yery Soul, when I look’d into this Trea- 
fure; to think of the poor difconfolate Gentlewo- 
“man who had loft fo much befides ; and who would 
think to be fure that fhe had faw’d her Plate and 
beft things ; how fhe wou'd be furpriz’d when fhe 
fhould find that fhe had been deceiv’d, and that the 
Perfon that took her Children and. her Goods, had 
come, as was pretended, from the Gentlewoman in 
next Street, but that the Children had been put up- 
on her without her own knowledge. 
I Say, Iconfefs the inhumanity of this ACtion 


-mov’d me very much, and made me relent ex- 
ceedingly, and Tears ftood in my Eyes upon that - 
P 4 | Sub- 
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Subje&t: But with all my Senfe of its being cruel 
and Inhuman, I cou’d never find in my Heart to 
make any Reftitution: The RefleGtion woreoff, and 
I quickly forgot the Circumftances that attended it. 

Nor was tnis aJl, for tho’ by this jobb I was be- 
come confiderably Richer than before, yet the Re- 
{olition I had formerly taken of leaving off this 
horiid Trade, when I had gotten a little more, did 
not returr', but I myft ftill get more; and the A- 
varice had fac) Succefs, that I had no more Thoughts 
of com: gtoatimely Alteration of Life; tho’ with- 
ovt it T coud expect no Safety, no Tranquility inthe 
Pofiei..oii-of what I had gain’d ; a little more, and 
a little more, was the Cafe ftill. : 


AT length yielding to the Importunities of my 


Crime, I caftoff all Remorfe and all the Reflections 
on that Head, turn’d to no more than this, that I 
might perhaps come to have one Booty more that 
might compleat all; but tho’ I certainly had that 
one Booty, yet every hit look’d towards another, 
and was fo encouraging to meto goon with the Trade, 
that I had no Guft to the laying it down. | 


In this Conditicn, harden’d by Succefs, and re- 


folving to goon, I fellinto the Snare in which I was 
‘appointed to meet with my laft Reward for this kind 
of Life: But even this was not yet, for I met with 
feveral fuccesful Adventures more in this way. 


~My Governefs, was for awhile really concern‘d — 


for this Misfortune of my Comerade that had been 


hane’d, for fhe knew enough of my Governelfs to have | 


fent her the fame way, and which made her very un- 
eafy , indeed fhe was in a very great fright. | 
-Iv is true, that when fhe was gone and had not 
told what fhe knew , My Governefs was eafy as to 
that Point, and perhaps glad fhe was hang’d; forit 
was in her power to have obtain’d a Pardon at the 
Expence of her Friends; But, the,lofs of her, and 


the Senfe of her Kindnefs in not making her Market 


of 
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of what fhe knew, mov'd my Governefs to Mourn ve- 
ry fincerely for her: I comforted her as well as I 
cou’d, and {he in return harden’d me to Merit more 
compleatly thefame Fate. a —_ 
. HoweEveras I have faid it made me the more 


wary, and particularly I was very fhie of Shop-lift- — 


ing, efpecially amgng the Mercers and Drapers who 
are a Set of Fellows, that have their Eyes very 
much about them: I made a Venture or two among 


the Lace Folks,.and the Mileners, and particularly . 


at one Shop, where two young Women were newly 
~ fet up, and not been bred to Trade: There, I carri- 
ed off a Peice of Bonelace, worth fix or feven Pound, 
and a Paper of Thread; but this was but once, it was 
a Trick that would not ferve again. | 3 
Iv was always reckon'd a fafe Job when we heard 
of a new Shop, and efpecially, when the People 
were {uch as were not. bred to Shops; fuch may de- 
pend upon x, that they will be vifited once or twice 
at their beginniug, and they muft be very Sharp in- 
deed if they can prevent it, ~° 
I MaDe another Adventure ortwo after this, but 
they were but Trifles: Nothing confiderable offer- 
ing fora good while; I began to think that I muft 
give over Trade in Earneft, but my Governefs, 
' who was not willing to lofe-me, and expected 
“great Things of me, brouzht me one Day into 
Company with a young Woman and a Fellow 
that went for her Husband, tho’ as it appear’d 
afterwards ihe was not his Wife, but they were Part- 
ners in the Trade they carried on; andin fomething 
elfetoo. In fhort, they robb’d together, lay together, 
were taken together,and at laft were hang’d together. 
I Came into a kind of League with thefe two by 
_ the help of my Governefs, and they carried me out 
into three or four Adventures, where I rather faw 
them commit fome Courfe and unhan(ly Robberies, 
in which nothing but a great Stock of impudence on 
their 
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their Side, and grofs Negligence on the Peoples Side _ 
who were robb'd, could have made them Succefs- 
ful, fo I refolv’d from that time forward to be ve- 
ry Cautious how I Adventur’d with them; and in- 
deed when two or three unlucky Projects were fro- 
posd by them, I declin’d the offer, and perfwaded 
them a gainft it : ‘One time they particularly pro- 
posd Robbing a Watchmaker of 3 Gold Watches, 
which they had Ey’d in the Day time, and found 
the Place where he laid them; one of them had fo 
many Keys of all kinds, that he made no Queftion 
to open the Place, where the Watchmaker had laid 
them ; andfo we made a kind of an Appointment; 
but when I came to look narrowly into the Thing, 
I found they propos’d breaking open the Houfe, and 
this I would not Embark in, fo-they went without 
me: They did get into the Houfe ‘by main Force, 
and broke up the lock’d Place where the Watches 
were, but found but one of the Gold Watches, 
and a Silver one, which they took, and got out of 
the Houfe again very clear;. but the Family being 
alarm’d cried out Thieves, and the Man was pur- 
{ued and taken, the young Woman had got off too, 
but unhappily was ftop’d at a Diftance, and the 
‘Watches found upon her; and thus I had a fecond 
‘Efcape, for they were convicted, and both hang’d, © 
being old Offenders, tho’ but young People ; andas I — 
faid before, that they robb’d together, fo now they 
hang’d together,and there ended my newPartnerfhip. 
I Becawn now to be very wary, having fo nar- 
rowly efcap’d a Scouring, and having fuch an Ex-~ 
ample before me; but I had a new ‘Tempter, who 
prompted me every day, I mean my Gevernefs; and 
now a Prize prefented, wich as it came by her 
Management, fo fhe expected a gocd Share of the 
Pooty;, there was a good Quantity of Flanders- 
Lace lodg’d ig a private Houfe, where fhe had heard 
of it 5 and Fignders Lace, teirg Prohibited, it was.a 
| gacd ~ 
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good Booty to any Cuftom-Houfe Officer that could 
come at it: I had a full Account from my Governefs; 
as well of the Quantity asof the very Place where 
ft was conceal’d, fo I went to a Cuftom-Houfe 
Officer, and told him, I had a Difcovery to make to 
him, if he would aflure me that I-fhould have my 
due Share of the Reward: This was fo juf an of- 
fer; that nothing could be fairer , fo he agreed, dnd 
taking a Conftable, and me with him, we befetthe 
Houfe ; as I told him, I could go dire@ly to the 
Place, he left it'to-me, and the Hole being very 
dark, I fqueez’d myfelf into it, wath a Candle in 
_ my Hand, and foreach’d the: Peices out to him,.ta- 
king care as I gave him fome, fo tofecureas much 
about myfelf as I could conveniently: Difpofe of : 
There was near 3001. worth of Lace in the whole, 
and I fecu}’d about sol. worth of it myfelf. The 
People of the Houfe were not owners of the Lace, 
but a Merchant who had entrufted them with it; 
fo that they were not fo furpriz’d as I thought they 
would be. * | | 

. TLerr the Officer overjoy’d with his Prize, 


(r 


and fully fatisfy’d with what he had got, and ap- 


pointed to meet him at a Houfe of his own dire¢t- 
ing, where I came after I had difpos’d of the Car- 
go I had about me, of which he had not the leaft 
Sufpicion; when I came, he began to Capitulate, 
believing I did not underftand the right I had 
in the Prize, and would fain have put me off with 
— Twenty Pound, but I let him know that I wasnot 
{o ignorant ashe fuppos’d Iwas; and yetI was glad 
too, that he ofter‘dto bring meto a certainty; Iask’d 
Tool. and -he rofe up to 301. I fell to 821. and he 
rife again to gol. ina Word, he offer’d scl. and I 
confented, only demanding a Peice of Lace, waich 
- I thought cameto about 8 or 9 Pound, as if it had 
been for my, own Wear, and he agreed to it, fo I 
got sol. in Money paid ine that fame Night, and 

made 
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thade.an End of the Bargain; nor did he ever know 
who I was, or where to enquire for me; fo that if 
it had: been difcover'd, that part of the Goods were 
embezzel’d; he could have made no Challenge up- 
on me for it. a i 4 
I Very pundtually divided this Spoil with my 
Gevernefs, and I pafs'd with her from this time for, 
avery dexterous Manager: in the niceft Cafes, I 
found that this laft was the beft, and eafieft fort of 
Work-that was in my way, andI madeit my bu- 
finefs to enquire out prohibited Goods ; -and after 
buying fome ufually betray’d them, but none of 
thefe Difcoveries amounted to any thing confide- 
sable, not like that I related juft now ; but I was 
Cautious of running the great Rifques which I found 
others did, and in which they Mifcarried every Day. 
- Tue next thing of Moment, was an attempt at 
a Gentlewoman’s gold Watch,git. happen’d ‘in a 
Crowd, at a Meeting-Houfe, where I was in very 
great Danger of being taken; I had: full hold-of | 
her Watch, but giving a great Joftle, as if fome 
body had thruft me againft her, and in the Junctare 
‘giving the Watch a fair pull, I found it would not 
come, fo I let it go that Moment, and cried asif I 
had been kill’d, that fome body had Trod upon my 
Foot, and that there was certainly Pick-pockets 
there, for fome body or other had given a pull at 
my Watch, for you are to obferve, that on thefe 
Adventures we always went, very well Drefs’d, and 
Yhad very good Cloths on, and a Gold Watch by 
my Side, as like a Lady as other Folks. | 
IT Hap no fooner -faid fo, but the other Gentle- 
~ woman cried out a Pick-pocket too, for fome body, 
fhe faid, had try d to pull her Watch away. : 
WHEN I touch’d her Watch, I was clofe to her, 
but when Icry’d out, I ftop’d as it were fhort, and . 
the Crowd bearimg her. forward a little, fhe made 
a No:fe tco, but it was at fome Diftance from “ 
0 
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{that fhe did not in the leaft fufpect me, but when fhe 


‘cried out a Pick-Pocket, fome body cried out Ay, and 


here tas been another, this Gentlewoman has-been 
attempted too. 7 | | 

AT that very inftant, a little farther in_ the 
Crowd, and very Luckily too, they cried out a Pick- 
pocket again, and really feiz’d a young Fellew in 
the very Fatt. This, tho’ unhappy for the Wretch 
was very opportunely for my Cafe, tho’ Ihad car- 
ried it handfomely ‘ enough before, -but now it was 
out of Doubt, and all the loofe part of the Crowd 
run that way, and the poor Boy was deliver’d up 
to the Rage of the Street, which 1s. a Cruelty I need 
not defcribe, and which however, they are always 
glad of, rather than be fent to Newgate, where they 
Tie often a long time, and fometimes they are 
hang’d, and the beft they can look for, 1£ they are 
Convicted, is to be Tranfported. _— 

Tus was a narrow Efcape to me, and I was fo 
frighted, that I ventur’d no more at Gold: Watches 
agreat while, there was indeed many Circum- © 
Rances in this Adventure, which -aflifted to my E- 
{cape , but the chief was, that the Woman whofe 
Watch I had pull’d at was a Fool; that is to fay, fhe — 


was Ignorant of the nature of the Attempt, which 


- one would have thought fhe fhould not have been, 


feeing fhe was ‘wife enough ‘to faften her Watch, - 
fo that it could not be flipt up. but fhe wasin fuch 
a Fright, that fhe had no Thought about her-; for 
fhe, when fhe felt the pull fcream’d out, -and > 
puth’d herfelf forward, and put all the People.a- 
bout her into diforder, but faid not a Word of her 
Watch, or of % Pick-pocket, for at leaft two Mi- 
nutes , which tvas time enough forme, and to fpare 
for as I had cried out behind her, as I have fatd, and 
bore myfelf back in the Crowd as fhe bore forward ; 
there were feveral People, at leaft feven or eight, 
the Throng being {till moving on, that were got be- 
tween me and her in that time, and then 1 crying 

e out 
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out a Pick-pocket, rather fooner than fhe, fhe might | 
as well be the Perfon fufpected as I; and the Peo- | 
ple were confus’d in their Enquiry ; whereas, had 
fhe with a Prefence of Mind needful on fuch an. 
Occafion, as foon as fhe felt the pull, not skream’d 
out as fhe did, but turn’d immediately round, and: ~ 
{eiz'd the next Body that was behind her, fhe had 
infallibly taken me. 7 
Tuts isa Diretion not of the kindeft Sort to 
the Fraternity, but ’tiscertainly aKey to theClue . 
of a Pick-pockets Motions, and whoever can follow 
it, will as certainly catch the Thief as he will be 
fire to mifs if he does not. 2 oe 
I Hap another Adventure, which puts this Mats 

ter out of doubt, and which may be an Inftrudction 
for Pofterity in the Cafe of a Pick-pocket, my good 
old Governefs to give a fhort touch at her Hiftory, 
tho’ fhe had left off the Trade, was as I may fay, 
born ¢ Pick-pocket, andas I underftood afterward, 
had run thro all the feveral Degrees of that Art, 
and yet had been taken but once; when fhe was fo 
srofsly detected, that fhe was convicted and order’d 
to be Tranfported 5 but being.a Woman of a rare 
_ Tongue, and withal having Money in her Pocket ; 
fhe found Means, the Ship puttmg into Ireland for — 
Provifions, to get on Shore there, where fhe praéti- 
fed her old Trade fome Years ; when falling into 
another fort of Company, fhe turn’d Midwife and 
Procurefs, and play’d.a hundred Pranks, which fhe 
gave mea little Hiltory of, in Confidence between 
us a8 we grew more intimate s and it was'to this 
wicked Creature that L ow’d all the Dexterity I ar- 
riv'd to, in which there were few Phat ever went 
befond mie, or that practis:d fo long without any 
Misfortune, 7 Oo er a | _ 

Itwasafter thofe Adventures mm Ireland, and when 
fhe was pretty well kxown in. that Country, that 

the left Dublin, and-came overito Englandwhere the 
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time of her Tranfportation being not expir’d, fhe 
left her former Trade, for fear of falling into bad 
‘ Hands again, for then fhe was fure to have gone to | 

Wreck: Here fhe fet up the fame Trade fhe had fol- 
lowed in Ireland, in which fhe foon, by her admira- 
ble Management, and a good Tongue, arrived to 
the Height, which I have already defcrib’d, and in- 
deed began to be Rich, tho’ her Trade fell offagain 
afterwards. : 

‘I mention thus much of the Hiftory of this Woman 
here, the better to account for the concern fhe had : 
in the wicked Life I was now leading ; into all the 
Particulars of which fhe lead me, as it were, by the 
Hand, and gave me fuch Directions, and I fo well 
follow’d them, that I grew the greateft Artift of 
my time, and work’d myfelf out of every Danger 
with fuch Dexterity, that when feveral more of my 
Comrades run themfelves into Newgate, by that time 
they had been half a Year at the Trade: I had now 

ractis'd upwards of five Year, and the People at 
ewgate did not fo much as know me; they had 
heard much of me tndeed, and often expected me 
there ; but I always got off, tho’ many times in the 
extreameft Danger. a ee | 
Own Eof the greateft Dangers I wasnow in, was 
that I was too well known among the Trade, and 
fome of them whofehatred was owing rather to En-- 
vy, than any Injury I had done'them began to be 
Angry, that I fhould always Efcapewhen they were 
always catch’d and hurried to Newgate. Thefe were 
they that gaveme the Nameof Motil Flanders: For it 
‘was nd more of Affinity with my real'Name, or with 
‘any of the Names I had ever gone by, than black 
is of Kin to white, except that once, as beforel 
call’d my felf Mrs. Flanders, when I fheltered my 
felf in the Mint; but that thefe Rogues never knew, 
Nor could: I ever learn how they came to give me 
_ the Name, or wirat the-Occafion of it was. . — 
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I Wass foon inform’d that fome of thefe who. 
were gotten faft into Newgate, had vowed to Im- - 
peach me; and asI knew that two three of them - 


were but too able to do it, I wasunder a great con- 


cern, and kept within Doors for a good while; but: . 
my Governefs who. was Partner in my Succefs, and 


who now plaid a fure Game, for fhe had a Share in 
the hazard, I fay, my Governefs was fomething im- 
patient of my leading fuch a ufelefs unprofitable 


Life, as fhe call’d it; and fhe laid anew Contri- __ 


vance for my going Abroad, and this was to Drefs 
me up in Men's Cloths, and fo put me inta a new 


kind of Praétife. ae 


s 


I Was Tall and Perfonable, but a little too 
{mooth Fac'd for a Man; however, as I feldom went 


Abroad, but in the Night it did well enough; but | 


it was long before I couldbehave inmy new Cloaths , 
it was impoffible to be io Nimble, fo Ready, fo 
Dexterous at thefe things, in a Drefs contrary to 
Nature ; and as I did every thing Clumfily, fo I 
had neither the fucefs, or eafinefs of Efcape that I 
had before, andI refolv'd to leave it off ; but that 
Refolution was confirm’d foon after by the follow- 


ing Accident. 


__ As my Governefshad difguis’d me like a Man, fo 
fhe joyn’d-me with a Man,a young Fellow that was 


Nimble enough at his Bufinels, and for about three — 


Weeks we did very well together. Our principal 
Trade was watching Shop-Keepers Compters, and 
Sliping off any kind of Goods: we could fee care- 
Jefly laid any where, and we made feveral good 
Bargains as we call’d them at this Work: And as 
we kept always together, fo we grew very inti- 
mate, yet he never knew that I was not a Man; 
nay, tho’ I feveral times went home with him to 
his Lodgings, according as our bufinefs directed, 
and four or five times lay with him all Night: But 
our Defign lay another way, and it was sagen 
i | | necel- 
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neceffary to me to conceal my Sex from him, as ap- 
pear'd afterwards: The Circumftances of our Li- 
ving, coming in late, and having fuch Bufinefs to 
do as requir’d that no Body fhould be trufted with 
coming into our Lodgings, were fiich as made it im- 
pollible to me to refufe lying with him, unlefs I 
would have own’d my Sex, and as it was I effectu- 
ally conceal’d my felf. . | 

Bur his ill, and my good Fortune, foon put an 
end to this Life, which I muft own I was fick of too; . 
We had made feveral Prizes in this new way of Bu-. 
finefs, but the laft would have been extraordinary ; 
there was a Shop ina certain Street which had a 
Warehoufe behind it that look’d into another Street, 
- the Houfe making the Corner. — 

THRovuGH the Wigdow of the Warehonfe we faw 
lying on the Compter or Show-board which was juft 
before it, five peices of Silks, befides other Stuffs ; 
and tho’ it was almoft dark, yet the People being 
bufie in the fore Shop had not had time to fhut up 
thofe Windows, or elfe had forgot it. | 

Turis the young Fellow was fo everjoy’d with, 
that he could not reftrain himfelf, it lay within 
his reach he faid, and he {wore violently to me that 
he would have it, if he broke down the Houfe for 
it; I diffuaded him a little, but faw there was no 
Remedy, fo he run rafhly upon it, flipt out a Square 
out of the Safh Window dexteroufly enough. and got 
four Peicesof the Silks, and came with them towards 
me, but was immediately perfued with a terrible 
Clutter and Noife ; we were ftanding together in- 
deed, but I had not taken any of the Goods out of 
his Hand, when I faid to him haftily, you are un- 
done! he run like Lightning, andI too, but the 
purfuit was hotter after him, becaufe he had the 
Goods ; he dropt two of the Peices which ftop’d 
them a little, but the Crowd encreas’d and purfued 
us both ; they took him foon after with the other 
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two: Peices, ,and then the reft follow’d me; I 
run for it and got into my Governeffes Houfe, whe- 
ther fome quick-ey’d People follow’d me fo warm- 


ly as to fix me there, they did not immediately | 


knock at the Door, by which I got time to throw 
off my Difguife, and drefs me in my. own Cloaths , 
befides, when they came there, my Governefs, who 
had her Tale ready, kept her.Door fhut, and call’d 
out to them and told them there was no Man came 
in there; the People affirm’d there did a Man come 
in there,and {wore they would break open the Door. 


My Governefs not at all furpriz’d, fpoke calmly . 


to them, told them they. fhould very freely come 
and fearch her Houfe, if they would bring a Con- 
ftable, and let in none but fuch as the Conftable 


would admit, for it was unredfonable to Jet in a 


whole Crowd ; this tley could not refufe, tho’ the 
were a Crowd; fo a Conftable was fetch’d iminedi- 
ately, and fhe very freely open’d the Door, the 
Conftable kept the Door, and the Men he appointe 
ed fearch’d the Houfe, my Governefs going with 
them from Room to Room; when fhe came to my 
Room fhe call’d to me, and faid aloud; Coufin, 
- pray open the Door, here’s fome Gentlemen that 

muft come and look into your Room. | 

I Hap a little Girl with me, which was my Go- 
verneffts Grand-child, as fhe call’dher, and I bad 
her open the Door, and there fat I at work witha 
great litter of things about me, asif I had been at 
Work all Day, being undrefs’d, with only Night- 
cloaths on my Head, anda loofe Morning Gown a- 
bout me: My Governefs made a kind of excufe for 
their difturbing me, telling partly the occafion of 
it, and that ihe had no Remedy. but to open the 
Doors to them, and let them fatisfie themfelves, for 
call fhe could fay to them would not fatifie them : 
¥ fat ftill, and bid them fearch if they pleas d, for 
af there wasany Body iy the Houfe, I was fure they 
“Digit | was 
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was not in my Room ; and for ithe reft: of the Houfe 
I had nothing to fay to that, I did not underftand 
whatthey look’d for, © 22.) ta 
Every thing look’d fo innacent and fo honeft a- 
bout mie, that they treated ine civiller-than I ex- 
pected, but it wasnot till they had fearch’d the Room 
to a nicety, even under: the Bed, and in the.Bed, 
and every where elfe, where it was poflibleany thing 
- cou'd be hid ;. when they had done and: cou’d - find 
Nothing, they ask’d my Pardon, and went down. 
‘Wren they had thusfearched the Houfe.from 
Bottom:to Top, and then from Top to Bottom, and 
cou'd find nothing, they appeas’d the;-Mob pretty 
well, but they carried my Governefs;hefore the 
Juftice : Two Men fwore that: théy. fee the: Man, 
who they ‘purfued, go into ‘her Houfe..;: My. Gover- 
nefs rattled and made a great noife that her Houfe 
fhould be infulted, and thatthe Should be:nfed thus 
: for nothing ; that if a Man-did come.in, he might 
go out again prefently for ought fhe knew, for fhe 
was ready to make Qath that aio Man had heen with- 
in her Doors. all that ‘Day as-fhe knew. of, which 
was very true’; that it might. be, that.as-fhe was a- 
_. bove Stairs, any Fellow in a:‘Fright mignt find the 
Door open, and run in for fhelter when'‘he was pur- 
{ued, but that fhe knew nothing of it; and if it 
had been fo, he certamly -went out again, perhaps 
at the other Door, for fhe had another Door into 
an Alley, and fo had made his eftape. | : 
Tu1& was indeed probable enough, and the Ju- 
{tice fatisfied himfelf with giving her an Qath, that 
fhe had not receiv’d or admitted any Man into her 
-Houfe to conceal him, or proteé or hide him from 
Juftice: This Oath fhe might juftly take, and did 
fo, and fo fhe was difmifs’d. ss 
It is eafie to judge whata fright I was inupon | 
this occafion, and it was impoflible for my Gover- 
nefs ever to bring me to Drefs in that Difpuife a- 
S32 Q 2 gain 5 
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‘gain; for, asI told her, I:fhould certainly betray 
anylelf. oe oe a 
My poor Partner in this Mifchief was now in a 
bad Cafe, for he was carry’d away before my Lord 
‘Mayor, and by his. Worfhip committed to Newgate, 
and the People that took .him were fo willing, 
‘as well as able, to Profecute him, that they offer’d 
themfelves to enter into Recognifances to appear at 
. the Seffions, and perfue: the Charge againft him. 
However, he got his Indictment deferr’d, upon 


" promife to dif{cover his Accomplices, and particular- . 
Jy, the Man that was concern’d with him in this 


‘Robbery, -and he fail’d not to do his Endeavour, for 
he gave-in my Mame who he call’d Gabriel Spencer , 
which was the Name I went by to him, and here 
appear'd the Wifdom of: my concealing my felf from 
him, without which f had -been undone. 
Her. did all he could to difcover this! Gabriel Spen- 
cer; he defcrib'd me: he difcover’d the Place where 
he faid I. Lodg’d; and in a Word, all the Particu- 
Jars that he could of my Dwelling; but having con- 
- ceal’d the main Circumftances of my. Sex from him ; 
-:J had a.vaft Advantage, and he could:never hear of 
- me; he brought two or-three Families into trouble, 
by his Endeavouring to find me‘out, but they knew 
- nothing of me, any more than that he hada Fellow 
with him, thatthey had feen, but knew nothing of 
‘ andas'to my Governels, tho’ fhe was the Meansof his 
coming to me, yet it was done at fecond Hand, and 
he knew nothing of her neither’. ; 
Tuts turn’d to his Difadvantage, for having 
- promis’d Difcoveries, but not being able to make 
- it good, it was look’d upon astriffling, aud he was 
- the more fiercely perfued by the Shopkeeper. 


I Was however terribly uneafie all this while, © 


and that I might be quite out of the Way, I went a- 
way from my Governefs fora while, but not know- 
ing whither to wander,. I took a Maid Servant with 
—a os me, 
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me, and took the Stage-Coach to Dunfable tomy — 
old Landlord’and Landlady, where I lived fo hand- © 
fomely with my Lancafhire Hnsband: Here I told — 
her a formal Story, that I expe&ted my Husband 
every Day from Ireland, and that I had fent a Let- 
ter tohim, that I would meet him at Dunflable at 
her Houfe, and that he would certainly Land if the 
Wind was fair, in a few Days; fo that I was come | 
to {pend a few Days with them till he could come, | 
for he would either come Poft, or in the Wef- 
_ Cheffer Coach, I knew not which, but which foever 
it was, he would be fure to come to that Houfe-to 
meet me. ee es sy a 

~My Landlady was mighty glad to fee me, and 
my Landlord made fuch a Stir with me, that if I 
had been a Princefs I could not have been better 
ufed, and hereI might have been Welcomea Month 
or two if I had thought Fit. | 

Bur’ my Bufinefs was of another Nature, I was 
very uneafie (though fo well difguis’d that it was 
{carce poffible to Dete&t me) leaft this Fellow fhould 
find me out; and tho’ he could not charge me with 
the Robbery, having perfwaded him not to venture, 
and having done nothing of it my felf, yet he might 
have charg‘d ine with other Things, and have bought 
his own Life at the Expence of mine... 

Turis fill’d me with horrible Apprehenfions : 
Thad no Recourfe, no Friend, no Confident but my 
old Governefs, and I knew no Remedy but to put 
my “Life into her Hands, and fo I did, for I let ee 
know where to fend to me, and had feveral Letters 
frony her while I ftay’d here, fome of them almoft 
fcar’d me out of my Wits; but at laft fhe fent me 
the joyful News that he was Hang’d, waich wasthe 
Beft News to me that I had heard a great while. 

I Hap ftay’d here five Weeks, and liv’d very 
comfortably indeed, (the fecret Anxiety of my Mind 
excepted) but wnen I: teceivd this Letter I look’d 
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pleafantly again, and told my Landlady that I had | 
receiv'd a Letter from my Spoufe in Ireland, that 
Thad the good News of his being very well, but. 
had the bad News that his Bufinefs would not permit 
him to come away fo foon as he expected, and fo I 
was like to go back again without him. | 

My Landlady complemented me upon the good 
News, however, that I had heard he waswell, forI - 
have obferv’d Madam, fays jhe, you han’t been fo | 
pleafant as yon usd to be; you have been over. 
Head and Earsin Care for him, I dare fay, fays the 
good Woman. *tis eafie to be feen there’s an Altera- 
tion in you for the better, fays fhe: Well, Iam for- 
ry the Efquire can’t come yet, fays my Landlord, 1. 
fhould have been heartily glad to have feen him, 
when you have certain News of his coming, you'll 
take a Step hither again, Madam, fays be, you fhall 
be very welcome wiienever you pleafe tocome. 

WirTH all thefe fine Complements we parted, 
and Icame merry enough to London, and found my 
Governe{s as well pleas’d as I was; and now fhe 
told me the would never recommend any Partner to 
me again, for she always found, fhe faid, that. I 
had the beft Luck when I ventur’d by. my felf; 
and fo indeed I had, for I was feldom in any Dan- 
ger when I was by my felf, or if I was, I got out 
of it with more Dexterity than when I was en- 
tangled with the dull Meafures of other People, 
who had perhaps lefs forecaft, and were more 1m- 
patient thanI , for tho’ I had as much Courage to 
Venture ‘as any of them, yet I usd more Caution 
before I undertook a Thing, and had more Prefence 
of Mind to bring my felf off. ‘ | | 

I Have often wondered even at my own hardi- 
nefs another way, that when all my Companions 
were furpiiz’d, and fell fo fuddenly into the Hand 
of Juftice, yet I could not all this while:enter intq — 
one ferious Refelution to Jeave off this Trade; and 
re | ae efpecially 
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efpecially confidering that I was now very far from © 
being Poor, that the Temptation of Neceflity, which 
is the general Introduction of all fuch Wickednefs, 
was now remov'd; that I had near gsool. by mein 
ready Money, on which I might have liv’dvery well, 
if Thad thought fit to have retic’d ; but, fay, I had 
not fo much as the leaft Inclination to leave of; 
no not fo much as I had before, when I had but 
2001. beforehand, and when I had no fuch fright- 
ful Examples before my Eyes as thefe were: From 
hence tis evident, that when once we are harden’d 
in Crime, no Fear can affect us, no Example give 
us any Warning. | : 

I Hap indeed one ‘Comrade, whofe Fate went. 
very near me for a good while, tho’I wore it off too 
in Time, that Cafe was indeed very unhappy ; Thad 
made a Prize of a Piece of very good Damask ina 
Mercer's Shop, and went clearoff my felf,; but had 
convey’d the Piece to this Companion of mine, 


_ when we went out of the Shop; and fhe went one 


way, I went another: We had not been long out of 
the Shop, but the Mercer mift the Piece of Stuff, 
and fent his. Meflengers, one, one way, and one ~ 
another, and they prefently feiz'd her that had the - 
Piece, with the Damask upon her; as for me, I had 
very luckily ftept into a Houfe where. there was a 
Lace Chamber, up one Pair of Stairs, and had the 
SatisfaGtion, or the Terror indeed of looking out of 
the Window, and feeing the poor Creature drag’d 
away to the Juftice, who immediately committed © 
her to Newgate. : 

I Was careful to attempt nothing in the Lace- 
Chamber, but tumbMd their Goods pretty much to 
{pend Time; then bought a few Yards of Edging, - 
and paid for it, and came away very fad Hearted 
indeed, fur the poor Woman, who was in Ttibula- 
tion, for what I only had ftolen. | 
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Here again my old Caution ftood me in good, 


Steal; tho’ I often robb’d with thefe People, yet 
I never let them know who I was; nor could they 
ever find out my Lodging, tho’ they often endea- 
vourd to watchmetoit. They all knew me by the 
Name of Moll Flanders, tho’ even fome of them ra- 
ther believ’d I was fhe, than knew me to be fc; 
my Name was publick among them indeed ; but 
bow to find me out they knew not, nor fo much as 
how to.guefs at my Quarters, whether they were at 
the Eaft End of the Town, or the Weft, and this 
Wa.-inefs was my Safety upon all thefe Occafions, 

JT Kept clofe a great while upon the Occafion of 
this Woman’s Difafter ; I knew that if I fhould do 
any thing that fhould mifcarry, and fhould be car- 
ry'd to Prifon fhe would be there, and ready to 
witnefs againft me, and perhapsfave her Lifeat m 

Expence; I confider’d that I began to be very well 
known by Name at the Old Baily, tho’ they did not 


know my Face; and that if I fhould fall into their | 


Hands, I fhould be treated as an old Offender , 
and for tnis Reafon, I was refolv’d to fee what this 
poor Creatures Fate jhonld be before I ftirr’d, tho’ 
feveral times in her Diftrefs Iconvey’d Money to 
her for her Relief. | 

_ AT length fhe came to her Tryal, fhe pleaded 
fhe did not fteal the Things; but that one Mrs. 
Flanders as fhe heard her call’d, (for fhe did not 
know her) gave the Bundle to her after they came 
out of the Shop, and bad her carry it Home. They 
-ask’d her where this Mrs. Flanders was? But fhe 
could not produce her, neither could the give the 
leaft Account of me, and the Mercer’s Men {wearing 
pofitively that fhe was in the Shop when the Goods 
were ftolen; that they immediately mifsd them, 
and purfu’d her, and found them upon her; there- 
upon the Jury brought her in Guilty , but the Court 
confidering that fhe really was not the Perfon that 
| , Stole 
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Stole the Goods, and that it was very poffible fhe. 
could not find out this Mrs, Flanders, meaning me,. 
tho’ it would fave her Life, which indeed wastrué; 
they allow’d her tobe Tranfported, which was thé 
utmoft Favour fhe.could obtain, only that the 
Court told her, if fhe could in the mean time pro- 
duce the faid Mrs. Flanders, they would intercede 
for hex Pardon, that is to fay, if fhe could fiad’ 
me out, and hang-me, fhe fhould not be Tranfport- 
ed: This I. took care to make impoflible to her, 
and fo fhe was Shipp’dofF in purfuance of her Sen- 
tence alittle while after. , = 

I Must repeat it again, that the Fate of this 
poor Woman troubl’d me exceedingly , and I began 
to be very penfive, knowing that I was really the 
Inftrument of her difafter,; but my own Life, which 
was fo evidently in Danger, took off my tender-: 
nefs ; and feeing fhe was not put to Death, I was. 
eafie at her Tranfportation, becaufe fhe was then. 
out of the way of doing me any Mifchief whatever. 
fhould happen. | | | 

Tue Difafter of this Woman was fome Months be- 
fore that of the laft recited Story, and was indeed 
partly the Occafion of my Governefs propofing to 
Drefs me up in Men’s Cloths, that I might go a- 
bont unobferv’d; but I was foon tir’d of that Dif- 
suife, as I have faid, for it expos’d me to too many 
Difficulties. | ae | 
I Was now eafie, as to all Fear of Witneflésa- | 
‘ gainft me, forall thofe, that had either been con- 
cern‘d with me, or that knew me by the Name of Moll 
Flanders, were either hang’d or Tranfported ,; and 
if Ifhould have had the Misfortune to be taken, I 
might call myfelfany thing elfe, as well as Moll 
Flanders, and no old Sins could be plac’d to my Ac- 
count ; fo I began to run a Tick again, with the more 
fredom, and _feveral fuccefsful Adventures I made, 
tho’ not fuch’as I had made before. i” 
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W £ had at that time another Fire happen’d not 
a sreat wav off from the Place wheremy Governefs 
liv’d, and I made an attempt there as before, but as 
I was not foon enough before the Crowd of People 
came in, and could not get to the Honfe I aim’d at, 
inftead of a Prize, I got a mifchief, which had almoft 
put a Period to my Life, and all my wicked doings 
_ together; for the Fire being very furious, and the 
People in a great Fright in removing their Goods, 
and throwing them out of Window, a Wench from 
out of a Window threw a Featherbed juft upon me; 
it 1s true, the Bed being foft it broke no Bones; but 
as the. weight was great, and made greater by the 
Fall, it beat me down, and laid me dead for a 
while; nor did the People concfén themfelves much 
to deliver me fromit, or to recover meat all; but 
I lay likeone Dead and neglected a good while, till 
fome body going to remove the Bed out of the way, 
- helped me up; it was indeed a wonder the People 
in the Honfe had not thrown other Goods out after 
it, and which might have fallen upon it, and then 
I had been evitably kill’d; but I was referved for 
further AffliGtions. 


~ Tuis Accident however {poil’d-my Market for °: 


that time, and I came Home to my Governefs very 
much hurt, and Frigited, and it was a good while 
before fhe could fet me upon my Feet again. 


-Iv wasnow a Merry time of the Year, and Bar- ._ 


tholomew Fair was begun ; I had never made any 
Walks that Way, nor was the Fair of much Ad- 
vantage tome ; but I took a turn this Year into the 
Cloifters, and there I fell into one of the Raffling 
Shops : It was a thing of no great Confequence to 
me, but there came a Gentleman extreamly well 
Drefs’d, and very Rich, and as ’tis frequent to talk 
to every Body in thofe Shops he fing’d me out, and 
was very particular with me ; firft he told me he 
_ would put in for me to Raffle, and did fo ; ee 
. ) on ees i ae all 
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{inall matter coming to his Lot, he prefented it to 


me, I think it was a Feather Muff: Then he con- 


tinu d to keep talking to me with a more than com- 
mon Appearance of Refpeé&t ; but ftill very civil 
and much like a Gentleman. | | 
‘He held me in talk fo long till at laft he drew me 
out of the Raffling Place to the Shop-Door, and 
then to take a walk in the Cloifter, ftill talking of 
a Thoufand things Curforily without any thing to 
the purpofe ; at lafthe told me that he was charm’d 


- with my Company, and ask’d meif I durft truft 


myfelf in a Coach with him ; he told me he was a 
Man of honour, and would not offer any thing ta 
me unbecoming him : I feem’d todecline it a while, 
but fuffer’d myfelf to be importun’da little, and 
then yielded. . a 

I Was ata lofs in my Thoughts to conclude at 


"firft what this Gentleman defign’d; but I found af- 


terward he had had fome drink in his Head , and that 
he was not very unwilling to have fome more: He 
carried me to the Spring Garden, at Knight’s- Bridge, 
where we walk’d in the Gardens, and he Treated 
me very handfomely , but I found he drank freely, 
he prefs’d me alfo to drink, but I declin’d it. | 
HitTuHerto he kept his Word with me, and of- 
ferd me nothing amifs; we came away in the 
Coach again, and he brought me into the Streets 
and by this time it was near Tena-Clock ‘at Night, 
when he ftop’d the Coach at a Houfe, where it feems 
he was acquainted, and where they madeno {cruple 
to fhow us up Stairs intoa Room with a Bed in it; 
at firft I feem’d to be unwilling to go up, but after 
a few Words, I yielded to that too, being indeed 


_ willing to fee the End of it, and in Hopes to make - 


was not much concern’d about that Part. | 
Here he began to bea little freer with me than 
he had promis'd, and by little and little yielded 


to 


fomething of it at laft, as for the Bed, @c, I 


to 
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to every thing, fo that in a Word, he did what he 
pleas’d with me; Ineed fay nomore : All this while | 
he drank freely too, and about One in the Morning . 
we went into the Coach again: The Air, and the 
fhaking of the Coach made the Drink get ‘more up— 
in his Head, and he grew uneafy, and was for a@- 
ing over again’, what he had been doing be- 
fore ; but as I thought my Game now fecure, I re- 
fifted, and brought him to be a littl ftill, which 
had not lafted five Minutes, but he fell faft afleep. 
~ I Took thisopportunity to {earch hin to a Ni- 
cety ; I tooka gold Watch, witha filk Purfe of | 
Gold, . his fine full bottom Perrewig, and filver 
fring’d Gloves, his Sword, and fine Snuff-box, and 
gently opening te Coach-door, ftood ready to jump 
out while the Coach was going on; but the Coach 
ftopping in the narrow Street beyond Temple-Bar 
et another Coach pafs, I got foftly out, faften’d 
the Door again, and gave my Gentleman and the 
Coach the flip together. | | 
* ‘Tus wasan Adventure indeed unlook’d for, and. 
perfectly undefign’d by me ;tho’ I wasnot fo paft the 
Merry part of Life, as to forget how to behave, 
when a Fop fo blinded by his Appetite fhould not 
know an old Woman froma young: I did not in. 
deed Icok fo oldas I was by ten or twelve Year ; 
yet I was not a. young Wench of Seventeen, and it 
was eafie enough to be diftinguifh’d: There 1s no- 
thing fo abfurd, fo furfeiting, fo ridiculons as a 
Man heated by Wine in his Head, and a wicked 
Guft in his Inclination together, he 1sin the poffef- 
fion of two Devils at once, and can n6 more go- 
vern himfelf by his Reafon than a Mill can Grind 
witout Water; Vice tramples upon all that was 
in him chat had any good in it ; nay, his very Senfe 
is blinded by its own Rage, and he acts Abfurdi- 
ticseven in his View; fuch is Drinking more, when 
he as Drunk already ; :picking up a common Wo- 
man, 
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aman, without any regard to what fhe is, or who fheis; 
whether Sound or Rotten, Clean‘or Unclean; whe- 
ther Ugly or Handfome, Old or Young, and fo blind- 
ed, as not really todiftinguifh ; fuch a Man is worfe 
than Lunatick ; prompted by his vicious Head he no 
more knows what he is doing, than, this Wretch of. 
mine knew whenI pick’d his Pocket of his Watch 
andhis Purfe of Gold. © iy RS tee Sie eae 
TuHese are the Men of whom Solomon fays, they 
go like an Oxto the flaughter, till a Dart ftrikes through 
their Liver, an admirable Defcription, by'the way, 
“of the foul Difeafe, which is a poifonous deadly 
Contagion mingling with the Blood, whofe Center 
cer Fountain is in the Liver; from whence, by the 
{wift Circulation of the whole Mafs. that dread- 
. ful nauceous Plague ftrikes immediately thro’ his . 
-Liver, and his Spirits are infected, his Vitals ftab’d 
thro’ as witha Dart. , a : & 
Ir is true this poor unguarded Wretch wasin no 
Danger from me, tho’ I was greatly apprehenfive at 
-firft, what Danger I might be in from him, but he 
was really to be pityed in one refed that he 
-feem’d tobe a good fort of a Man in himfelf ; a 
-Gentleman that had no harm in his Defign, a Man 
of Senfe, and af fine Behaviour ;, a comely hand 
{ome Perfon, a fober and folid Countenanice, a charm- 
-ing beautiful Face, and every wy, that cou’d be 
agreeable; only had unhappily had fome Drink the 
Night before; had not been in Bed,, as he told me 
when we were together; was hot, and his Blood 
fir’'d with Wine, and in that Condition his Reafon 
as it were afleep, had given him up. ! ‘ 
As for me, my Bufinefs was his Money, and 
what I could make of him, and after that 1f I could 
have found out any way to have done it, I would 
have fent him fafe home to his Houfe, and to his 
Family, for ‘twas ten to one but he had an honeft 
virtuous Wife, and innocent Children, that were 
, anxi- 
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anxious for hisSafety, and would have been glad to 
have gotten him Homie, and have taken care of him, 
till he was reftor’a to himfelf; and then with what 
Shame and Regret would he look back upon him- 
felf ? how would he reproach himfelf with affociating 
’ himfelf with a Whore? pick’d up in the worft of all 
Holes, the Cloifter, among the Dirt and Filth of 
‘the Town? how would he be trembling for fear he 
had got the Pox, for fear’a Dart had ftruck through 
his Liver, and hate himfelf every time he look’d 
back upon the Madnefs and Brutality of his De- 
bauch ? how would he, if he had any Principles of 
Honowr, - abhor the Thought of giving any ill Di- 


ftemper, if he had it, as for ought he knewhe might, 


to his Modeft and Virtuous Wife, and thereby fow- 
ing the Contagion in the Life-blood of his Pofterity ? 

WovutLtpD fuch Gentlemen but confider the con- 
temptible Thoughts which the very Women they are 
concern’d with, in fuch ‘Cafes'asthefe, have of them, 


it wou'd be a furfeit tothem: As I faid above, they 


value: not ‘the Pleafure, they are rais'd by no In- 
clination to the Man, the paflive Jade thinks of no 
Pleafure but the Money ; and when he ts as.it were 
‘crunk the Extafies of his wicked Pleafure, her 
Hands ave in his Pockets for what fhe can findthere; 
‘and of which he.can no more be fenfible in the Mo- 
‘ment of his Folly, than he can fore-think of it 
~when he goes about it. 1 | 

| IKwew a Woman that was fo dexterous witha 
- Fellow, who indeed deferv'd no better ufage, that 
‘while-he was bufie with her another way, convey’d 


his Purfe with twenty Guineas in it out of his Fob - 


Pocket, where he had put it for fear of her, and 
put anotirer Purfe with guilded Counters in it into 
the room of it: After he had done, he fays to her, 
Now han’t you pick’d my Pocket? fhe jefted with 
him, and told him fhe fuppos’d he had not much to 
loofe; he put his Hand to his Fob, and with his 


Fingers 
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Fingers felt that his Purfe was there, which fully 
fatisfy’d him, and fo fhe brought off his Money ; 
and this was.a Trade with her, fhe kept a fham 


Gold Watch, and a Purfe of Counters in hér Pocket 


to be ready on all fuch Occafions ; and I doubt'not 

practis’d it with Succefgy "ae 
‘J Came Home with this laft Booty to my Go- 

vernefs, and really when I told her theStory, it fo 


- affeéted her,‘that fhe was hardly able to- forbear 


Tears, to think how fuch a Gentleman run a daily 
Rifque of being undone, every Timea Glafs of Wine 
got into his Head. oo Pek 
- Bur as tothe Purchafe I got, and how entirely I 
ftrip’d him, fhe told me it pleafed her wonderfully ; 


nay, Child, fays jhe, the Ufage may, for ought I 


know, do more'to reform him, than all the Sermons 

that ever he will hear in his Life, and if' the Re» 

mainder of the Story betrue, fo itdid. == ~~ < 
I Founp the next Day fhe was wonderful Inqui- — 


_ fitive about this Gentleman; the Defcription I' gave 
_ her of him, his Drefs, his Perfon, his Face, all 


concurr’d to make her think ofa Gentleman. whofe - 
Character fhe knew, fhe mus'd a while, and I go- 
ing on in the Particulars, fays ‘jhe, I lay a Hundred 
‘PoundIknowtheMan, 2 ©. 

I Ao forry if you do, fays I for I would not have | 
him expos'd on any Account in thé World ; he 4s 
had Injury enough already, and I would not be in- 
ftrumental to dohim any more: No, no, fays fhe, 1 . 
willdo him no Injury, but you may let me fatisfy _ 
my Curiofity alittle, for:if it is he, I warant you 
I find it out: I was a little ftartled at that, andI 
told her with an apparent Concern in my Face, that - 
by the fame Rule he might find me oat, and then 
I was undone: She return’d warmly, Why, do you | 
think I will betray you, Child? No, no, fays fhe, 
not for all he is worth in the World; I have kept 

| your 
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your Counfel in worfe, Things than thefe, fure you 


may truft mein this: So I faid no more. 
. . SHE laid her Scheme another way, and without 


acquainting me with it, but fhe was refolv’d to find. 
it out ; fo fhe goes to a certain Friend of hers who > 


was acquainted in the Family that fhe guefs’d -at, 


and told her fhe had fome extraordinary Bufinefs 
with fuch aGentleman, (who by the way was no lefs 


than a Baronet, and of avery good Family) and. 


that fhe knew not how to come at him without 


fomebody tointroduce her: Her Friend promis’d her 
readily to doit, and accordingly goes to the Houfe 
to fee if the Gentleman was in Town. : 

Tue next Day fhe comes to my Governefs and 
tells her, that Sir was at Home, but that-he 
had met with a Difafter and was very ill, and there 
was no {peaking to him; what Difafter, fays myGo- 
vernefs haftily,asi€ fhe was furpriz’d at it? Why, fays 
her Friend, he had been at Hampftead to Vifit a 
Gentleman of his Acquaintance, and: as he came 
back again he was fet upon and Robb’d! and have- 
ing got a little Drink too, as they fuppofe, the 
Rogues abus’d him, and he is very ill: Robb’d! fays 
my Governefs, and what did they take from him ; 
why, fays ber Friend, they. took his Gold Watch, 
and his Gold Snuff-bdx, his fine Perriwig, and what 
‘Money he had in his Pocket, which wasconfiderable 
to be fure, for Sir —— never goes without a Purfe 
of Guineas about him. 


~ 


~PsHaw! fays my old Governefs Feering, I warrant | 


you, he has got Drunk now and got a Whore, and 
fhe has pick’dhis Pocket, and fo he comes Home to 
his Wife and tells her he has been robb’d; that’s an 
old Sham, a thoufand fuck Tricks are put upon the 

yoor Women every Day. | | 
FyF, fays ber Friend, I find you don't know Sir 
——, why, he is as Civil a Gentleman, there is not a 
finer Man, nor a foberer, modefter Perfon in the 
whole 
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whole Gity ; he abhors fuch things, there’s no Bo- 
dy that knows him will think fuch a thing of him: 
Well, well, /ays my Governefs, that’s noneof my Bu- 
finefs, if it was, I warrant I fhould find there was 
fomething of that in it; your modeft Men in com- | 
mon Opinion are fometimes no better than other 
People, only. they keep a better Character, or if 
you pleafe, are the better Hypocrites. 

No, no, fays ber Friend, I can affure Sir —— is 
no Hypocrite, he is really an honeft fober Gentle- 
man, and he has certainly been Robb’d: Nay. fays 
my Governefs, it may be he has, it is no Bufinefs. 
of mine I tell you ; I only want to {peak with him, 
my Bufinefs is of another Nature; but, /ays ber 
Friend, let your Bufinefs be of what nature it will, 
you cannot fee him yet, for he is not fit to be feen, 
for he is very ill, and bruis’d very much: Ay, fays - 
my Governefs, nay then he has fallen into bad Hands 
to be fure; and then fheask’d gravely, pray w' ere 
is he bruifed ? Why in his Head, fays her Friend, 
and one of his Hands, and his Face, for they usd 
him barbaroufly. Poor Gentleman, Jays my Gover- 
nefs, I muft wait then till he recovers, and adds, I 
hope it will not be long. 

Aw ay fhe comes to me and tells me this Story, 
I have found out your fine Gentleman, and a fine 
Gentleman he was, {ays fhe, but, Mercy on him, he 
is in a fad pickle now, I wonder what the D—lI you 
have done to him, why you havealmoft kill’d him: 
I lock’d at her with diforder enough , I kill’d him! - 
Jays I, you muft miftake the Perfon, I am fure I did 
nothing to him, he was very well when I Jeft him, 
faid T, only drunk and faft afleep,; I know nothing 
of that, fays/be, but he is ina fad pickle now, and 
fo fhe told ime all that her Friend had faid: Well © 
then, fays I, he fell into bad Hands after I left him, 
for Lleft him fafe enough. : 
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Axsourt ten Days after, my Governefs goes again 
to her Friend, to introduce her to this Gentleman ; 
fhe had enquir'd otherwaysin the mean time, and 
found that he was about again, fo fhe got leave to 
. {peak with him. 

SHE was a Woman of an admirable Addrefs, and 
wanted no Body to introduce her; fhe told her 
Tale much better than I fhall be able to tell it for 
her, for fhe was Miftrefs of her Tongue, as I faid 
already: She told him that fhe came, tho’ a Stran- 
ger,-with a fingle defign of doing him a Service, 
and he fhould find fhe had no other End it ; that as 
fhe came purely on fo Friendly an Account, fhe 
_ beg’d a promife from him, that if he did not accept 


what fhe fhould officioufly propofe, he would not | 
d 


take it il], that fhe meddl’d with what was not her 
Bufinefs ; fhe affur’d him that as what fhe had to 
fay was a Secret that belong‘d to him only, fo whe- 
ther he accepted her offer or not, it fhould remain 
a Secret to all the World, unlefs he expos’d it him- 
felf; nor fhould his refufing her Service in it, make 
her fo little fhow her Refpect, as to do him the 
leaft Injury, fo that he fhould be entirely at liberty 
to act as he thought fit. | | 


He look’d very fhy at firft, and faid he knew © 


nothing that related to him that requir'd much fe- 
crefie ; that he had never done any Man any wrong, 
"and car’d. not what any Body might fay of him ,; 
that it was no part of his Character to be unjuft to 
any Body, nor could he imagine in what any Man 
cou’d render him any Service, but'that if it was as 
fhe faid, he could not take it ill from any one that 
they fhould endeavour to ferve him ; and fo, as it 


were, left her at liberty either to tell him, or not to 


tell him, as fhe thoughtfir, 
SHE found him fo perfedtly indifferent, that fhe 


‘was almoft afraid to enter into the point with him ; _ 


but however, after fome other Circumiocutions, aH 
poe ORS Ae 
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told him, that by a ftrange and unaccountable Ac= 
cident fhe came to have a particular knowledge of 
the late unhappy Adventure he hdd fallen into ; 
and that in fark amanner, that there was no Body 
in the World but herfelf and him, that were acquaint- 
ed with it, no not the very Perfon that was with him. 
_ He look’d a little angrily at firft, what Adven- 
ture? faid be; why, Sir, faid fhe, of your being 
Robb'd coming from Kuightsbr —, Hampftead, Sir, 
fhould fay, fays fhe, be not furpris’d, Sir, fays jhe, 
thatI am able to tell you every ftep you took that 
Day from the Cloyfer in Smithfield, to the Spring- 
Garden at Knightsbridge, and thence ‘to the —— im 
the Strand, and how you were left afleep in the 
Coach afterwards ; I fay let not this furprize you, 
for Sir I do not come to’‘make a Booty of you, I ask 
nothing of you, and I affure you the Woman that 
was with you knows nothing who you are, and ne- . 
ver fhall; and yet perhaps I may ferve you farther 
till, for I did not come bately to let you know, 
that I was inform’d of thefe things, as if I wanted 
a Bribe to concealthem ; affure your felf, Sir, fai2 
fhe, that whatever you think fit to door fay to me, 
it fhall be alla fecret as it is, as muchas if I were 
in my Grave. : 7 . ee 
He was aftonifh’d at her Difcourfe, and faid 
gravely to her, Madam, you are a Stranger to me, 
but it 1s very unfortunate, that you fhould be let 
into the Secret of the worft action of my Life, and a 


thing that [am juftly afham’d of,in which the only fa- 


tisfaction I had was, that I thought it was known only 
to God and my own Confcience: Pray, Sir, /ays he, 
do not reckon the Difcovery of it to me, to-be any 
part of your Misfortune , it was a thing, I believe,’ 
you were furprifed into, and perhaps the Woman 
tis'd fome Art to prompt you to it.; however; ycu 
will never find any juft ene [aid fhe, to ve 
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that F came to hear of it ; nor can your Mouth be 
more filent init than I have been, and ever fhall be. 

WELL, fays be, but let me do fome Juftice to the 
Woman too, whoever fhe is, I do affure you fhe ° 
prompted me to nothing, fhe rather declin’d me, it 
was my cwn Folly and Madnefsthat brought me in- 
toit all, ay and brought her into it too; I muft 
give her her due fo far: Asto what fhe took from 
me, I cou’d expe& no lefs from her in the condition I 
was in, and to this Hour I know not whether fhe Rob- 
bed me or the Coachman, if fhe did it I forgive her, I 
think all Gentlemen that do fo, fhould be us’d inthe 
fame manner; but I am more concern’d for fome o- 
ther things, than I am for aJ1 that fhe took from me. 

My Governels now began to come into the whole 
matter, and he open’d himfelf freely to her-, firft, 
fhe faid to him; in anfwer to what he had faid about 
me, I am glad Sir yon are fo juft tothe Peérfon 
that you were with ; I affure you fhe is a Gentle- 
woman, and no Woman of the Town ;.and how- 
ever you prevail'd with her as you did, Iam {ure 
tis not her Pradtife ; yourun a great venture in- 
deed, Sir, but if that be part of you Care, you may 
- be perfectly eafie, for I do affirre you no Man has 
touch’'d her, before you, fince her Husband ; and 
he has been dead now almoft eight Year. 

It appear ‘d that this was his Grievance, and that 
he was in avery great fright about it ; however, 
when my Governefs faid this to him,he appeared ve- 
ry well pleas’d; and faid, wel], Madam, to he plait 
with you, if I was fatisfy’d of that, I fhould not 
fo much value what I loft for as to that, the Temp- 
tation was great, and perhaps fhe was poor and 
wanted it: If fhe had not been poor Sir fays fhe, I 
affure you fhe would never have yielded to you; 
and as her Poverty firft prevail?’d with you to let 
you do as you did, fo the fame Poverty prevail’d 
with her to pay her {elf at laft, when fhe faw you 
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was in fuch a Condition, that if fhe had not-done ; 
it, perhaps the next Coachman or Chair-man might : 
have done it more to your-Hurt. - eS eo 
WELL, fays be, much good may it do her, Ifay 
again, all the Gentlemen that do fo, ought to be 
us'd in the fame manner, and then they would be 
cautious of themfelves , I hdve no more concern:a- - 
-hout it, but onthe {core which you hinted at before: . 
Here he entred into fome freedoms with her on the 
Subje& of what pafs’d between us, which are not 
fo. proper for a Woman to write, and the great Ter- 
ror that was upon his Mind with relation to his 
Wife, for fear fhe fhould have receiv’d ed Injury 
from me, and fhoild communicate it farther; and 
ask’d hey at laft if fhe cou’d not procure him an ° 
opportunity to fpeak with me; my Governefs gave 
him farther affurances of my being a Woman clear 
from any fuch thing, and that he was as entirely” 
fafe in that refpe&, as he was with his own Lady 3 
but as for feeing me, fhe faid it might be of dangerous 
Confequence ; but however, that fhe would talk — 
with me, and let him know , endeavouring at the 
fame time to perfwade him not to defire it, and that 
it cou’d be of no Service to him ; feeing fhe hop’d 
_ he hadno defire to renew the Correfpondence, and 
that on my account it was akind of ‘putting my. 
Life in his Hands. | ; 
_ He told her, he had a great defire to fee me, that 
he would give her any affurances that were in his 
Power, not to take any Advantages of me, and that 
in the firft place he would give me a general releafe 
from all Demands of any kind , fhe infifted how it 
might tend to farther divuiging the Secret, and 
might be injurious to him, entreating him not to 
prefs for it, fo at length he defifted. 

TueEy had fome Difcourfe upon the Subje& of the 
things he had loft, and he feem‘d to be very defi- 
rous of his Gold ahaa es told her if fhecou’d — 
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procure that for him, he would-willingly give as 
much for it, as it was worth; fhe told him fhe 
would endeavour to procure it for him and leave the 
valiing it to himfelf. 


‘AccorpDinGLy the next Day fhe carried the . 


Watch, and he gave her.30 Guineas for it, which 
was more than I fhould have been able to make of 


it, tho: it feems it coft much more; he {poke fome- | 


thing of his Perriwig, which it feems coft him three- 


Icore.Guineas, and his Snuff-box, and in a few Days - 


more, fhe carried them too; which oblig’d him ve- 
ry much, and he gave her Thirty more, the next 
Day I fent him his fine Sword, and Cane Gratis, and 
demanded nothing of him, but had no mind to fee 
him, unlefs he might be fatisfy’d I knew who he was, 
which he. was not willing to. 7 
THEN he entered intoa long Talk with her of the 
manner how fhe came to know all this matter, fhe 
form'd.a long Tale of that part; how fhe had it 
from one, that I had told the whole Story to, and 
that was.to help me difpofe of the Goods, and this 
Confident. brought Things to her,- fhe being by 
Profeflion a Pawn-Broker; and fhe hearing of his 


Worfhip’s difafter, guefs'd at the thing in general; . 


that having gotten the Things into her Hands, fhe had 
refoly’d to come and try as fhe had done : She then 
gave him repeated Affurances that it fhould never 
go out of her Mouth, and tho’ fhe knew the Woman 


_ very well, yet fhe had not let her know, . meaning 


me, any thing of who the Perfon was, which by the 
way was falfe; but however it was not to his Dam- 
age, for Enever open’d my Mouth of it toany Body. 

IH.a p a great many Thoughts in my Head a- 


bout my feeing him again, and was.oftenforry that . 


I had refus'd it; I was perfwaded that if I had feen 


him, and let him know that I knew him, I fhould 


have made fome, Advantage of him, and perhaps 
have had fome. Maintenance from. him , and tho” 
a Orcs ee |’ 
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it was a Life wicked enough, yet it was not fo full 
of Danger as this I was ingag’d in: However thofe 
‘Thoughts wore off, and I declin’d feeing him again, 
for that Time, but my Governefs faw him often, 
and he was very kind to her, giving her fomething 
almoft every time he faw her; one time in particu- 
fhe found him very Merry, and as fhe thought he 
had fome Wine im his Head then, and he prefs’d her 
again to let him fee that Woman, that, as be faid, 
had bewitch’d him fo that Night; my Governefs, 
who was from the Beginning for my feeing him,told 
him, he was fo defirous of it, that fhe could almoft 
yield toit, if fhe could prevail upon me; adding 
that if he would pleafe to come to her Houfe in the 
Evening, fhe would endeayour it, upon hisrepeated 
Affurances of forgetting what was paft. 

AcCCoRDINGLY fhe came to me and told me ail 
the Difcourfe ; zn fort, fhe foon byafs’d me to con- 
fent, in a Cafe which I had fome regret in my Mind 
for declining before; fo I prepar’d to fee him, I 
drefs’d me to all the Advantage pofible I aflure you, 
and for the firft time usd a little Art, I fay for | 
_ the firft Time, for I had never yielded to the bafe- 
nefs of Paint before, having always had Vanity 
enough to believe I had no need of it. 

Ar the Hour appointed he came; and as fhe ob- 
ferv'd before, fo it was plain ftill, that he had been 
drinking, tho’ very far from what we call being in 
Drink : He appear’d exceeding pleafs’d to fee me, and 
enter’d into a long Difcourfe with me, upon the old 
Affair; I beg’d his Pardon very often, for my Share 
of it, protefted I had not, any fuch Defign when 
firft I met him, that I had not gone out with him, 
but that Itook him for avery civil Gentleman, and 

that he made me fo many Bromifes of offering no 

Uncivility to me. 
“He “alledg'd the Winehe drank, and that he f{carce 
knew what he did, andthat ifit hed not been fo, he 
: 4. fhould 
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fhould never have taken the freedom with me he 
had done: Heprotefted to me that he never touch’d - 
any Woman but me, fince he was marry’d to his Wife, 
and it was a Surprize upon him; Complimented me 
upon being fo particularly agreeable tohim, andthe 
like, and talk’d fo much of that kind, *till I found 
he had talk’d himfelf almoft into a Temper to do the 
thing again: But I took him up fhort, I protefted 
I had never fuffer’d any Man to touch me fince my 
Husband died, which was near eight Year ; he faid 
he believ'd it; and added, that Madam, had inti- 
mated as much to him, and that it was his Opinion 
of that part which made him defire to fee me again; 
and fince he had once broken in upon his Virtue with 
me, and found no ill Confequences, he could be fafe 
in venturing again; and fo in fhort he went on, to 
what I expected, and to what will not-bear relating. 

My old Governnefs had forefeen it, as well as I, 
and therefore led him into a Room which had not a 
Bed in it, and yet had a Chamber within it, which 
had a Bed, whether we withdrew for the reft of the 
Night, and in fhort, after fome time being together ; 
he went to Bed, and Jay there all Night, I with- 
drew, but came again undrefs’d before it-was Day, 
and lay with him the reft of the Time. 

Tuus you fee having committed a Crime once, 
isa fad Handle to the committing of it again; all 
the Reflections wear off when the Temptation re- 
news it felf,; had I not yielded to fee him again, 
the corrupt Defire in him had worn off, and ‘tis ve- 
ry probable he had never fallen into it, with any 
Body elfe, as I really believe he had not done before. 

WueEwn he went away, I told him I hop'd he was 
 fatisfy’d he had not been robb’d again; he told me’ 
he was fully fatisfy’d in that Pomt,; and putting 
his Hand in his Pocket gave me five Guineas, which 
— was the firft Money I had gain’d that way for many 
Years. | | | — 
IHap | 
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I Hap feral Vifits of the like Kind from him, but /e 
he never came into a fettled way of Maintenance, 
which was what I would have been beft pleas’d with: 
Once, indeed, he ask’d me howI did to live, I an- 
{werd him pretty quick,that I affur’d him Ihad ne-. 
ver taken that Courfe that I took with him; but 
that indeed I work’d at my Needle, andcould juft 
Maintain my felf,- that fometimes 1t was as much as 
I was able to do, and I fhifted hard enough. _ 

He feem’d to refle& upon himfelf that he fhould - 
be the firft Perfon to lead me into that, which he 
affir'd me he never intended to do himfelf; and it 
touch’d him a little, be faid, that he fhould be the 
Caufe of his own Sin, and mine too: He would of- 
ten make juft Reflections,alfo upon the Crime itfelf, 
and upon the particular Circumftances of it, with 
re{pect to himnfelf; how Wine introduc’d the Incli- 
nations, how the Devil led him to the Place, and 
found out an Object to tempt him, and he.made the 
Moral always himfelf. 

Wuewn theft Thoughts were upon him, he would 
go away, and perhaps not come again in a Months 
time or longer; but then as the ferious Part wore 
off, the lewd Part would.wear in, and then he came 
prepar’d for the wicked Part ;. thuswe liv’d for fome 
Time; tho’ he did not Keep, as they call it, yet 
he never fail’d doing things that were handfome, 
and fufficient.to maintain me without Working, and 
which was better, without following my old Trade. 

Bor this Affair had itsEnd too; for after about 
a Year, I found that he did not come fo often as ufu- 
al, and at laft he left it off altogether without any 
Diflike, or bidding adieu’; and fo there was an End 
of that fhort Scene of Life, which added no great 
Store tome, only to make more Work for Repen- 
tance. | | 

Durine this Interval, I confin’d my felf pretty 
much at Home; at leaft being thus provided vile 

made 
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made no Adyentures, nonot for a Quarter of a Year 
after; but then finding the Fund fail, and being” 
Joath to fpend upon the main Stock,I began to think 
of my old Trade, and to look abroad into the Street 
and my firft Step was lucky enough. | 

I Hap drefs'd myfelf upina very mean Habit, for 
as I had feveral Shapes to appear in, Iwas nowinan — 
ordinary Stuff Gown, a blue Apron anda Straw 
Hat; and I plac’d myfelf at the Door of the three 
Cups Inn in St. Fobn’s-Street: There were feveral 
Carriers: usd the Inn, and the Stage Coaches for 
Barnet, for Toteridge, and other Towns that Way, 
ftood always in the Street, in the Evening, when 
they prepard to fet out; fo that I was ready for 
any thing that offer'd : The Meaning was this, Peo- 
ple come frequently with Bundles and {mall Parcels 
to thofe Inns, and call for fuch Carriers, or Coaches 
as they want; to carry them into the Country ; 
and there generally attends Women, Porter’s Wives, 
or Daughters, ready to take in fuch things for the 
People that employ them. 

Ir happen’d very odly that I was ftanding at the 
Inn-Gate, and a Woman that ftood there before, and 
which was the Porter's Wife belonging to the Barnet 
Stage Coach, having obferv’d me, ask’d if I waited 
for any of the Coaches, I told her yes, I waited for 
my Miftrefs, that was coming to goto Barnet ; fhe 
ask’d me who was my Miftrefs, and I told her any 
Madam’s Name that came next me,;. but it feem’d 
I happen’d upon a Name, a Family of which Name 
liv’d at Hadly near Barnet, | | 

I Sarp no more to her, or fhe to me a good 
while, but: by arid by» fome Body calling her ata 
Door a little way off, fhe defir’d me that if any Bo- 
dy calPd for the Barnet Coach,I would ftep and call 

her at the Houfe, which it feems was an Ale-houfe ; 
_ faid yes, very readily, and away ihe went. 


> 
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- Swe was no fooner gone; but comes a Wench 
- anda Child, puffing and fweating, and asks for the 
Barnet Coach, 1 anfwer'd prefently, bere. Do you’ 
belong to the Barnet.Coach? fays fhe. Yes, Sweet 
heart, faid [, What do. you want? I want Room for 
two Paffengers, fays fhe. Where are they Sweet- 
heart? faid I. Here's this Girl, pray let her go in- 
to the Coach, /fays be, and Pll goand fetch my Mif- 
trefs ; make hafte then Sweet-heart, fays I, for we - 
may be full elfe, The Maid had a great Bundle un- 
der her Arm; fo fhe put the Child into the Coach; 
and I faid, you had beft put your Bundle into the 
Coach too, No, faid jhe, I am afraid fome Body 
fhould flip it away from the Child; give it me then, 
faid I, take it then, fays be, and be fure you take 
Care of it; Pll anfwer for it, faid I, if it were 
Twenty Pound vallue,. There take it then, fays jhe, 
and away fhe goes. | ee a ee 

As foon asI got the Bundle, and the Maid was 
out of Sight, I goes on towards the Ale-houfe, where 
the Porter’s Wife was, {0 that if f had met her, Thad 
then only been going to give her the Bundle and te 
call hertoher Bufinefs, as if I was going away, and 
could ftay no longer; but as Idid not meet her I 
walk’d away, and turning into Charter boufe- Lane, 
made off thro’ Charter-houfe-Yard, into Long- Lane, 
then into sinalgentay tinge fo into Little Britgin, 
and thro’ the Blue-Coat-Hofpital, to Nemgate- Street. 

To prevent being known, I pull’d off my blue. 
- Apron, and wrapt the Bundle in it, which was made 
up in a Piece of painted Callico; I alfo wrapt up 
my Straw Hat in it, and fo put the Bundle upon my 
Head; and it was very well, that I did thus, for comr 
ing thro’ the Blue-Coat-Ho/pital, who fhould I meet — 
but the Wench, that had given me the Bundle to 
hold, it feems fhe was going with her Miftrefs, who 
fhe had been to fetch tq the Barnet Coaches, 
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“1 Saw the wasin haft, and bad no Bafinefs to’ 


ftop her; fo away fhe went, and I brought my 
Bundle fafe to my Governefs; there was no Mo- 
nev, Plate, or Jewels in it’; but a very good Suit of 
Indian Damask, a Gown and Petticoat, a lac’d Head 
- and Ruffles of very good Flanders Lace, and fome 
other Things, fuch as I knew very well the Value of. 

THIS was not indeed, my ewn Invention, but 
was given me by one that had praGis’d it with Suc- 
cefs, and my Governefs lik’d it extreamly ; and in- 
deed, I try dlit again fevera] times, tho’ never twice 
near the fame Place; for the next time I try d in 


White Chappel, jnft by theCorner of Petti-Coat-Lane, » 


where the Coaches ftand that go out to Sratford and 
Bow, and that Side of the Country; and another 
time at the Flying-Horfe without Bifbopfgate, where 
the Cheffon Coaches then lay, and I had always the 
good Luck to come of with fome Booty. 


ANOTHER timeI placed myfelf at a Warehoufe © 


4 the Waterfide, where the Coafting Veffels from 
the North come, fuch as New-Caftle upon Tyne, Sunder- 
land, and other Places; here the Warehoufe, being 
fhut, comes a young Fellow witha Letter; and he 
wanted a Box, and a Hamper that was come from 
- New-Caftle upon Tyne, I ask’d him if he had the 
Marks of it, fo he fhows me the Letter, by Vertue 
of which he was to ask for it, and which gave an 
Account of the Contents, the Box being full of 
Linnen, and the Hamperfull of Glafs-Ware’, I read 
the Letter, and took Care to fee the Name, and the 
Marks, the Name of the Perfon that fent the Goods, 
and the Name of the Perfon they, were fent to, 
then I bad the Meffenger come in the Morning, for 
that the Warehoufe- Keeper, would not be there any 
-more,that Night. - 3 es : 

-- Away went I, and wrote a Leter from Mr. Fobx 


Richardfon of New-Caffle to his dear Coufin Femy © 


Cole, in Londo», with an Account that he had fent 
by 
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"by fach a Veffel, (for I remembered all-the Parti-. 


culars to a Tittle) fo many Pieces of Huckaback Lin- 
nen, and fo many Ells of Datcbh Holland, and the 
Like, ina Box, and a Hamper of Flint-Glaffes from 
Mr. HenzilPs Glafs-houfe, and that the Box was _. 
mark’d {C. No I. and the Hamper was directed by” 
a Label on the Cording. hae: 

Axsovur an Hour after, I came to the Warehoufe, 
found the Warehoufe-Keeper, and had the Goods 
deliver’'d me without any i ea the Value of 
the Linnen being about 22 Pound.” _ 

I Covurp fill up this whole Difcourfe with the 
Variety of fuch*Adventures, which daily Invention 
directed to, and which I manag’d with the utmoft 
Dexterity, and always with Succefs, __ a 

At length, as when does the Pitcher come fafe , 
Home that. goes fo often to the Well, I fell into 


~ fome Broils, which tho’ they could not affe& me fa- 


tally, yet made me known, which was the worft 
thing next to being found Guilry, that could be- 
fal ine. — - 

I Han taken up the Difguife of a Widow's 
Drefs; it was without any real Defign in View, but. 
only waiting for any thing that might offer, as I of- 
ten did: It happen'd that while I was going along 
a Street in Covent-Garden, there was a great Cry 
of {top Thief, ftop Thief; fome Artifts had 1t feems 


~put a Trick upon a Shop-keeper, and being pur- 


ued, fome of them fled one way, and fome another; 
and one of them was, they faid, drefs’d up in Wi- 
dow’s Weeds, upon which the Mob gather'd about 
me, and fome faid I was the Perfon, others faid no, 
immediately came the Mercer’s Journey-man, and 
he {wore aloud I was the Perfon, and fo feiz’d on me; 
however, when I was brought back by the Mob to 
the Mercer’s Shop, the Mafter of the Huufe faid free- 
ly that I was not the Woman; and would have let 
me go immediately , but another fellow faid grave- 
are Jt es ly, 
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ly, pray fay till Mr. ——, meaning the Fourneyman 

ne back, Yor he knows her; fo they kept oe 
half an Hour’; they had call’d a Conftable, and he 
fiood in the Shop.as my Jayler., in talking with the 
Cor ftable I enquir’d were he liv’d, and what Trade 
he was; the Man not apprehending in the leaft what 
happen’d afterwards, readily told me his Name, and 
where he liv’d; and told me as a Jeft, that I might be 
fure to hear of hisName when I came to the Old- Bayly. 

T HE Servants likewife usd me faucily, and had 
much-ado to keep their Hands off me, the Mafter in- 
deed was civiler to me than they ; but he would not 
let me go, tho’ he own’d I was in his Shop before. 

I BeGay to bea little furly with him, and 
told him I hop’d he would not take it ill, if I made 
my felf amends-upon him another time; and de- 
fir'd I might fend: for Friends to fee me have right 
done: No, be faid, he could give no fuch liberty, I 
—— it when I came before the Juftice of Peace, 
and feeing I threaten’d him, he would -+take care of 
me in the mean time, and would lodge me fafe in 
Newgate: Itold him it was his time now, but it 
would be mine by and by, and govern’d my Pafli- 


on as well as I was able , however, I {poke to the | 


Conftable to call me a Porter, which he did, and 
then Icall’d for Pen, Ink, and Paper, but they 
would let me have none; I ask’d the Porter his 
Name, and where liv’d, and the poor Man told it 
me very willingly ; I bad him obferve and remem- 
ber how I was treated there, that he faw I was de- 
tain’d there by Force I told him I thculd want 
him in another Place, and it fhould not be the 


worfe for him: to fpeak ; the Porter faid he would - 
‘ferve me with all his Heart; but, Madam, /ays be, | 


~ let me hear them refufe to let you go, then I may 
be able to fpeak the plainer. oO 


Wits tat, I fpoke aloud to the Mafter of the . 


Shop, aud faid, Sir, you kuow in your cwn Con- 
| | fcience 
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{ciénce that Iam not the Perfon you look for, and. 
that I was not in your Shop before, therefore I de- 
mand that you detain me here no longer, or tell. 
me the reafon of your ftopping me; the Fellow grew 
furlier upon this than before, and faid he would do 
neither till he thought fit ; very well, faid I to the 
Conftable and to the Porter, you will be pleas’d to 
remember this, Gentlemen, another time; the Por- 
ter faid, yes, Madam, and the Conftable began not 
to likeit, and would have perfwaded the Mercer to 
difinifs him, and let: me go, fince, as he faid, he 
own’d I was not the Perfon ; Good Sir, fays the Mer- 
cer to him Tauntingly, are you a Juftice of Peace, 
or a Conftable? I charg’d you with her, pray do 
your Duty: The Conftable told him a little mov'd; 
but very handfomely, [know my Duty, and what FE 
am, Sir. ¥ doubt you hardly know what you are doing = 
they had fome other hard words, and in the méan 
time the Journey-inen, impudent and unmanly to- 
the laft degree, ufed me barbaroufly, and one of 
them, the fame that firft feiz’d upon me, preterided: 
he would fearch me, and began to lay Hands on me:- 
I {pit in his Face, call’d out to the Conftable, and- 
bad him take notice of my ufage ; and pray, Mr.: 
Conftable, fazd f, ask that Villain’s Name, pointing’ 
to the Man, the Conftable reprov’d him decently, 
told him that he did not know what he did, for he: 
knew that this Mafter acknowlede’d I was not the 
Perfon, and fays the Conftable, Iam afraid your 
Mafter is bringing himfelfand me too into Trouble, 
if this Gentlewoman comes to prove who fhe is, 
and where fhe was, and it appears that fhe is not 
the Woman you pretend to; Dam her, /ays the Fele 
low again, with an impudent harden’d Face, fhe is 
the Lady you may depend upon it, Plt fwear fhe is 
the fame Body that wasin the Shop, and that I gave 
the pieces of Satin that is loft into her own Hand, 
you thall hear more of it when Mr. William and Mr 

— Anthony 
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Anthony, thofe were other Fourncymen, come baok, 
they will know her again as well as I. 

ust as the infolent Rogue was talking thus to 
the Conftable, comes back Mr. William and Mr. An- 
tbony, as he call’d them, and a gfeat Rabble with . 
them, bringing along with them the true Widow 
that I was pretended to be ; and they came fweat- 
ing and blowing into the Shop, and with a great 
' deal of Triumph dragging the poor Creature ina 
moft butcherly manner up towards their Mafter, : 
who was in the back Shop, and they cry’d out aloud, 
here’s the Widow, Sir, we have catch her at laft ; 
what do ye mean by that, fays the Maffer, why we 
have her already, there fhe fits,and Mr. fays 
be can fwear this 1s fhe: The other Man who they 
call’d Mr. Anthony reply’d, Mr. —~ may fay what 
he will, and {wear what he will, but this is the 
Woman, and there's the Remnant of Sattin fhe 


ftole, I took it out of her Cloaths with my own Hand. 


LNow, began to take a-better Heart, but fmil’d 
and faid nothing ; the Mafter look’d Pale; the Con- 
ftable turn’d about and look’d at me; let em alone 
Mr. Conflable, faid 1, let *em goon; the Cafe was 
plain and could not be denied, fo the Conftable was 
_charg'd with the right Thief, and the Mercer told 
me very civily he was forry for the Miftake, and 
hop’d I would not take it ill, that they had fo ma- 
ny Things of this nature put upon them every Day, 
that they could not be blam’d for being very fharp 
in doing themfelves Juftice: Not take it ill, Sir, 
faid I, .ow can I take it well? if ycu had difmifs’d 
me when your infolent Fellow feiz’d on me in 
the Street, and brought me to you ; and when you 
your felf acknowledg'd I was not the Perfon, I wou’d 
have put it by, and not have taken it all, becaufe of 
the many ill things I believe youhave put upon you 
daily , but your Treatment of me fince has been 
unfufferable, and efpecially that of your Servant, 
I muft and wall have Reparation for that. i 

| : | HEN 
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THeEwn he began to parly with me, faid he would 
make me any reafonbale Satisfaction, and would 
fain have had me told him what it was I expected ; 
T told him I fhould not be my own Judge, the Law 
- fhould decide it for me, and as I was to be carried 
before a Magiftrate, I fhould let him hear there 
what I had to fay ;:he told me there was no 
occafion to go before the Juftice now, I was at 
liberty to go where I pleafed, and calling to the 
Conftable told him, he, might iet me go, or I was 
difcharg’d ; the Conftable faid calmly to him, Sir, 
you ask’d me juft now, 1f Iknew whether I wasa 
Conftable or a Juftice, and bad me do my Duty, 
and charg’d me with this Gentlewoman as a Prifo« 
ner ; now Sir, I find you do not underftand what is 
my Duty, for you would mgke me a Juftice indeed 5 
but I muft tell you it is ngt in my Power: I may 
keep a Prifoner when I am charg’d with him, but 
"tis the Law and the Magiftrate alone that can dif. 
charge that Prifoner; therefore *tis a Miftake Sir, 
I muft carry her before a Jufticenow, whether you 
think well of it or not: The Mercer was very high 
with the Conftable at firft, but the Conftable 
happening to be not a hird Officer, but a good 
Subftantial kind of Man, I think he was a Corn- 
chandler, and a Man of good Senfe ftood to his 
Bufinefs, would not. difcharge me without. going 
to a Juftice of the Peace, and I infifted upon it too: 
When the Mercer fee that ; well, fays he to the 
Confiable,: you may carry her where you pleafe, 
I have nothing to faytoher ; but Sir, fays the Con- 
fable, you will go with.us, I hope, for tis you that 
charg’d me with her ; no not I, fays the Mercer, I 
tell you, I have nothing to fay toher: But pray 
Sir do, fays the Conflable, Idefire it of you for your 
own fake, for the Juftice can do nothing without 
you: Prithee Fellow, fays the Mercer, go about 
your. Bufinefs, I tell youl have nothing to fay to, 
the Gentlewoman, i charge you in thé King’s Name 
buy . are v= * s ae Pee Se tc 
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to difmifs her : Sir, [ays the Conffable, I find you don’t 
knew what it is to be a Conftable,I beg of you don’t 
oblige me to be rude to you: I think I need not, 
you are rude enough already, fays the Mercer: No, 
Sir, fays the Conffable, lam not rude, you have broken 
the Peace in bringing an honeft Woman out of 
the Street, when fhe was about her lawful Occafi- 
ons, confining her in’your Shop, and ill ufing her 
here by your Servants; and now can you fay. I am 
rude to you ? I think I am civil-to you in not com- 
manding you in the King’s Name to go with me, 
‘and charging every Man, I fee, that paffes your 
Door, to aid and affift me in carrying you by Force. ; 
this you know I have power to do, and yet I for- 
bear it, and once more entreat you togo with me : 
Well, he would not for all this, and gave the Con- 
ftable ill Language: H owever,the Conftable kept his 
Temper, and would not be provok’d,; and thenI put 
mn anid faid, come, Mr. Conftable let him alone, I fhall 
find wavs enoughto fetch him before a Magiftrate, 
J don’t fear that; but there’s that Fellow, fays I, he 
was the Man that feized on me, as I was innocently: 
going along the Street, and you ‘area Witnefs of 
his Violence with me fince, give me leave to charge 
you with him, and carry hiin-before a Juftice; yes, 
Madam. ays the Conffable; and turning to the Fellow, 
come young Gentleman, fays be to the Fourneyman, 
you muft go along with us, I- hope you are not a- 
Hove the Conftables Power, the’ your Maftér is. 

Tue Fellow look’d like a condemn’d Thief, and 
hung back, then look’d at his Mafter, as if he cou’d 
help him ; and he, like a Fool, encourag’d the Fel-. 
low to be rnde, and he truly refifted the -Confta- 
ble, and pufh’d him back with a good Force when | 
_ he went to lay hold on him, at which the Conftable 
knock’d him down, and call'd out for help, im- 
mediately the Shop was fil’d with People, and the 
Conftable feiz'd the Mafter and Man, and all his 
Servants : ee a 
| THE 
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Tue firft ill Confequence of this Fray was, that 
the Woman, who was really the Thief, made off, 
and got clear away in the Crowd ; and two otherg 
that they had ftop’d alfo, whether they were really 
Guilty or not, that Ican fay nothing to. ” 98 

By this time fome of his Neighbours having come | 
in, and feeing how things went, had endeavour’d 
to bring the Mercer to his Senfes; and he began to 
beconvined that he was inthe wrong; and fo at 
length we went all very quietly before the Juftice, 
with a Mob of about 500 People at our Heels; 
and all the way we went J could hear the People 
ask what was the matter? and others reply and. 
fay, a Mercer had ftop’d a Gentlewoman inftead of 
a Thief, and had afterwards taken the Thief, and 
now the Gentlewoman had taken the Mercer,and was 
carrying him before the ie ; this pleas’d the 
People itrangely ,and made the Crowd encreafe, ang 
then cry’d out as they went, which is the Rogue ? 
which is the Mercer? and efpecially the- Women, . 
then when they faw him they cryed out, that’s be, 
that’s he; and every now and then came a good > 
dab.of Dirt at him, and thus we, march’d a good 
- while, till the Mercer thought fit to defire the Con- 
ftable to call a Coach to protect himfelf from the 
Rabble ; fo we Rode the reft of the way, the Cone 
ftable and I, and the Mercer and his Man. | 
WHEN we came to the Juftice, which was an an- 
cient Gentleman in Bloomsbury, the Conftable gi- 
, ving firft a fummary account of the Matter, the fi 
ftice bad-me fpeak, and tell what I had to fay ; 
and firft he asked my Name, which I was very | 
— loath to give, but there was no remedy, fo’ I told 
him my Name was.Mary Flanders, that I wasa 
Widow, my Husband being q Sea Captain, dyed 
on a Voyage to Virginia ; and fome other Circum- 
ftances I told, which he coud never contradia, and 
that I lode’d at prefent iy Town, with fuch a Per- 
pal Rakade ttre aaa 
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fon; naming my Governefs, but that I was prepa- 
ring to go over to America, where my Husband’s Ef- 
fects lay, and that I was going that Day to buy 


fome Cloaths to put my felf into fecond pa 4 


but had not yet been in any Shop, when that Fe 
low, pointing to the Mercer’s Journeyman came 
sufhing upon me with fuch fury, as very much 
frighted me, and carfied me back to his Mafter’s 
Shop ; where tho’ his Mafter acknowledg’d I was 
not the Perfon ; yet he would not difmifs me, but 
charg’d a Conftable with me. a ee oe 
' Tuen I proceeded to tell how the Journeyman 
treated: me ; how they would not fuffer me to fend 
for any of my Friends; how afterwards they found 
the real Thief, and took. the Goods they had Loft 
upon her, and_all the particulars as before. | 

-Tuew the Conftable related his Cafe : his Dia- 
logue with the Mercer about Difcharging me, and 
_ at laft:his Servants refufing to go with him, when 
I had Charg’d him with him, and his Mafter en- 
couraging him to do fo; and at laft his ftriking'the 
Conitable, and the like, all as I have told it already. 
_ Tue Juftice then heard, the Mercer and his Man; 
the Mercer indeed. made a long Harangue of the 
reat lofs they have daily by the Lifters and 
hieves , that it was eafy for them to Miftake, and 
that when he found it, he would have dif{mifs’d me, 
&c. as above, as to the Journeyman he had very 
little to fay, but that he pretended other of the Ser- 

vants told him, that I was really the Perfon. | 
- Upon the whole, the Juftice firft of <ll‘told me 
very courteoufly I was difcharg’d; that he was ve- 
sy forry that the Mercer’s Man fhould in his eager 
purfuit have fo little Difcretion, as to take up an 
innocent Perfon for.a guilty , that if he had not - 
been fo -unjuft as to detain me afterwards ; he be- 
liey'd I would have forgiven the firft Affront , that 
however it was not in jus Power to award me any 
a _ Repa- 
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Reparation, other, than by openly reproving them, 
which he fhould do; but he fuppos’d I would apply 
to fuch Methods as the Law direéted ; in the mean 
time he would bind him over. _ | 

Bur as to the Breach of the Peace committed by 
the Journeyman, he told me he fhould give me fome 
fatisfaction for that, for he fhould commit him to 
Newgate for Affaulting the Conftable, and for Af- 

- faulting of me alfo. 

AccorDINGLY he fent the Fellow to Newgate, 
for that Affault, and his Mafter gave Bail, and {fo we 
came away; but I had the fatisfa€tion of feeing 
the Mob wait upon them both, as they came out, © 
Holooing, and throwing Stones and Dirt at the 
Coaches they rod in, and foI came Home, 

AFTER this hufile, coming home, and telling my 
Governefs the Story, flie ae a Laughing at me; _- 
Why are you fo merry, fays I? . the Story has not” 
fo much Laughing room in it, as you imagine, I 
am.fure I have had a great deal of Hurry and Fright - 
too, with a Pack of ugly Rogues. _ Laugh, fays my 
Governefs, I laugh Child to fee what a lucky Crea- _ 
ture you are; why this Jobb will be the beft Bar- 
gain to you, that ever you made in your Life, if 
you manage it well: I warrant you, you fhall make 
the Mercer pay sool. for Damages, befides what 
you fhall get of the Journeyman. | 

IH ap other Thoughts of the Matter than fhe 
had; and efpecially, becaufe I had given in my 
Name to sly goa of Peace; and I knew that ny 
Name was fo well known among the People at 
Hicks’s-Hall, the Old- Baily, and fuch Places, that — 
if this Caufe came to be try’d openly, and my 
Name came to be enquir’d into, ‘no Court would 
five much Damages, for the Reputation of a Per- 

on of fuch a Charatter ; however, I was obligd to 
begin a Profecution in Form, and accordingly my 
Governefs found me outa very creditable fort of a 
Man to manage it, being an Attorney of very good 
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Bofinefs, and of good Reputation, and fhe was cer- 
- tainly in the right of this; for had fhe employ’d a 

petty Fogging hedge Solicitor, or a Man not known, | 
i fhould have brought it to but little. 

I Mert this Attorney, and gave him all the par- 
_ ticulars at large, as they are recited above; and he 
affur’d me, it was a Cafe, as he faid, that he did not — 
Queftion, but that a Jury would give very confide- 
rable Damages; fo taking his full Inftruétions, he 
began the Profecution, and the Mercer being’ Ar- 
refted, gave Bail, a few Days after his giving Bail, 
he comes with his Attorney to my Attorney, to let 
him know, that he defir’d to Accommodate the mat- 
ter, that it was all carried on in the Heat of an un-. 
happy Paflion , that his Client, meaning me, had 
a {harp provoking Tongue, and that I us’d them ill, 
pibbing at them, and jeering them, even while they 

elieved me to be the very Perfon, and that I had 
provok’d them, and the like. : 

My Attorney manag’d as well on my Side; made ° 

them believe I wasa Widow of Fortune, that I 
was able to do myfelf Juftice, and had great Friends | 
to ftand by me too, who had all made me promife ta 
Sue to the utmoft, if it coft me a Thoufand Pound, 
for that the AffrontsI had receiv’d were unfuf- — 
ferable. | 
_HoweEveg they brought my Attorney to this, 
that he promis’d he would not blow the Coals, that 
if I enclin’d to an Accommodation, he would not 
hinder me, and that he would rather perfwade me 
. to Peace thanto War ; for which they told nim he 
Should be no Joofer, all which he told me very ho- 
neftly, and told me thatif they offer’d him any 
Biibe, I fhould certainly know it; but upon the 
whcJe he told me very honeftly that if I would take 
his Gpinjon, he would Advife me to make it up, 
with then; for that as they were jna great Fright, 
and wore defirous abpve all things to make it up, 
and knew that let it be what it. would, they eed 
‘ | eZ pear 
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bear all the Cofts ; he believed they would give me 
freely more than any Jury would give upon a Tri- 
al: L-ask’d him what he thought they wonld be 
brought to; he told me he could not tell, as to that ; 
but he would tell me more when I faw him again. 

SoME time after this,they came again to know if 
he had talk’d with me: He told them he had, that he | 
found me not fo Averfe to an Accommodation as 
fome of my Friends were, who refented* the Dif- 
grace offer’d me, and fet me on, that they blow’d 
the Coals in ‘fecret, prompting me to Revenge, or 
- todo myfelf Juftice, as they call’dit; fo that he 
could not tell-what to fay toit ; he told them he . 
would do his endeavour to perfuade me, but he 
ought to be able ‘to tell me what Propofal they 
made: They pretended they could not make any 
Propofal, becaufe it. might be made ufe of againft 
them ; and he told them, -that by the fame Rule 
he could not make any offers, for that might be 
pleaded in Abatement of what Damages a Jury 
a be inclin’d to give: However, after fome 
Difcourfe and mutal Promifes that no Advantage 
fhould be taken on either Side, by what was tranf- 
acted then, or at any otherof thofe Meetings, the 
came to a kind ofa Treaty ; but fo remote, and fo 
wide from one another, that nothing could be ex-. 
pected from it; for my Attorney demanded Sool. 
and Charges, and they offer’d sol. without Charges , 
fo they broke off, and the Mercer propos’d to havea’ . 
Meeting with me myfelf; and my Attorney agreed | 
to that very readily. | 

My Attorney gave me Notice to come to this 
Meeting in good Cloaths, and with fome State, that 
the Mercer might fee I was fomething more than I 
feem’d to be that time they had me: Accordingly I 
came in anew Suit of fecond Mourning, accord- 
ing to what I had faid at the Juftices; I fet myfelf — 
out too, as well as a Widows drefs would admit.; - 
my Governefs, alfo furnifh’d me-witha good Pearl 
| | S 4 | Neck: 
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Necklace; that fhut in behind witha Locket of 


Diamonds, which fhe had in Pawn, and bhad a ve- 
_ ry good Gold Watch by my Side; fo that I made a 
very good Figure, and asI ftay’d till I was fure they 
were come; Icamein aCoach to the Door, with my 
Maid with me. | | 

WHEN I came into the Room, the Mercer was fur- 
priz'd, he ftood upand made his Bow, which I took 


a little Notice of, and but a little, and went and © 


fat down, where my own Attorney had appointed 
me to fit, for it was his Houfe, after a while, the 
Mercer {aid, he did not know me again, and began 
to make fome Compliments; I told him, I believ’d 
he did not know me at firft, and that if he had, he 
would not have treated meas he did. — 

HE told me he was very forry for what had hap- 
pen’d, and that it was to teftify the Willingnefs he 
had to make all pollible Reparation, that he had 
appointed this Meeting; that he hop’d I would not 
carry things to Extremity, which might be not only 
100 great a Lofs to him, but might be the Ruin 
of his Bufinefs and Saop, in which Cafe I might have 
the Satisfaction of repaying an Injury with an In- 
jury ten times greater; but that I would then get 
nothing, whereas he was willing to dome any Juftice 
that was in his Power, without putting himfelf, or 
me to the Trouble or Charge of a Suit of Law. 

_ I Top him I was glad tohear him talk fo much 

more like a Man of Senfe than he did before; that 
it was true, Acknowledgment in moft Cafes of Af- 
fronts was counted Reparation fofficient; but this 


‘had gone too far to be made up fo; that I was not 


revengeful, nor did I feek his Ruin, or any Man’s 
elfe, but that all my Friends were unanimous not to 
let me fo far neglect my Character, as to adjuft a 
thing of this kind without Reparation: That to be 
taken up for a Thief, was {uch an Indignity as could 
not be put up, that my Charaéter was above being 

a treated 
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‘treated fo by any thatknew me, but becaufe in my 
Condition of a Widow, I had beencarelefsof myfelf, 
I might be taken for fuch a Creature, but that.for 
the particular Ufage I had from him afterward , 
and then I repeated all as before, it was fo provok- 
ing Ihad fcarce Patience to repeat-it. _ 
He acknowledg’d all, and was mighty humble 
indeed ; he came up to an Hundred Pounds, and to 
spay all the Law Charges, and added, that he would 
make mea Prefent of a very good Suit of Cloaths; 
EI came down to three Hundred Pounds, and demand- 
ed that I fhould publifh an Advertifement of the 
Particulars in the common New’s-Papers. | 
Tuis was a Claufe he never could comply with ; 
however, at laft he came up, by good Management 
of my Attorney to 1501. and a Suit of black Silk 
Cloaths, and there, as it were at my Attorney’sRe- 
queft, I. comply’d ; he paying my Attorney's Bill - 
and Charges, and gave us a good Supper into the 
Bargain. . . 
Wuen Icame to receive the Money, I brought 
my Governefs with me, drefs’d likean old Dutchefs, 
anda Gentleman very well drefs'd, who we pretend- 
ed Courted me, but I call’d him Coufin, and the 
Lawyer wasonly to hint privately to them, that this 
Gentleman Courted the Widow. 

. He treated us handfomely indeed, and paid the 
Money chearfully enough; fo that it coft him 2001, 
inall, or rather more: At our laft Meeting, when all 
_was agreed,the Cafe of the Journeyman came up,and . 
_the Mercer beg’dvery hard for him, told me he was 
a Man that had kept aShop of hisown, and been in 
good Bufinefs, had a Wife and feveral Children, and 
was very poor, that he had nothing to make Satis- 
faction with, but fhould beg my Pardon on his 
_ Knees: I had no Spleen at the faucy Rogue, nor 
' were his Submiflions any thing to me, fince there 
was nothing to be got by him; fo I thought it was 
: : as 


~ 
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as good to throw that in generoufly as not, fo I told 
him ¥ did not defire the Ruin of any Man, and there- 
fore at his Requeft I wovld forgive the Wretch, it 
was below me to feek any Revenge. 

Wwew we were at Supper he brought the Poor 
Fellow in to make his Acknowledgement, which he 
would h:ve done with as much mean Humility, as 
his Offence was with infulting Pride,in which he was 
an Inftance of acompleat Bafenefs of Spirit, im- 
perious, cruel, and relentlefs. when Uppermoft ; 
abje& and low Spirited when down: However, I 
abated his Cringes, told htm, I forgave him, and 
defir’d he might withdraw, as if I did not care for 
the Sight of him, tho’ I had forgiven him. 

- I Was now in good Circumftances indeed, if I 
could have known ny Time for leaving off, and my 


‘-Governefs often {aid I was the richeft of the Trade 


in England, and fo I believe I was, for I had 7ool. 
‘by me in Money, befides Cloaths, Rings, fome Plate, 
and two Gold Watches, and all of them ftol’n, for 
T hadinnumerable Jobbs, befides thefe I have men- 
tion’d ; O! Had I even now had the Grace of Re- 


‘pentance, I had ftill Leifure to have look’d back 


upon my Follies, and have made fome Reparation ; 


‘but the Satisfaction I-was to make for the Publick 


Mifchiefs I had done, was yet left behind; and I 
could not forbear going abroad again, as I call’d it 
sow, any more than I could when my Extremity 
really drove me out for Bread. 

It was not long after the Affair with the Mercer 
‘was made up, that I went out in an Equipage quite 


‘different from any I had ‘ever appear’d in before; I 


drefs'd myfelf Itke a Begger Woman, in the courfeft 
and moft defpicable Rags I could get, and I walk’d 


‘about Peering, and Peeping into every Door and 


Window I came near; and indeed I was in fuch a 


, Plight now, that I knew as 11] how to behave in, as 


ever I did in any ; I naturally abhor’d Dirt and Rae ; 
I had 
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i had been bred up Tite.and Cleanly, and could be _ 

no other, what-ever Condition I was in; fo that this 
was the moft uneafy Difguife to me that ever 1 put 
on: I faid prefently to my felf, that this would not 
do, for this was a Drefs that every Body was fhy, and 
afraid of; and I thought every Body look’d at me 
as if they were afraid I fhould come near them, leaft _ 
I fhould take fomething from them, or afraid 
to come near me, leaft they fhould get fomething 
from me: I wandred about all the Evenmg the firlt 
Time I went out, and made nothing of it, and came 
Home again wet, dragl'd, and tired : However I went 
out again the next Night, and then I met with a 


little. Adventure, which had like to have coft me _ 


dear ; as I was ftanding near a Tavern Door, there 
comes a Gentleman on Horfeback, and lights at the 
Door, and wanting to go into the Tavern, hecalts one 
of the Drawers to hold his Horfe; ‘he ftay’d pretty 
Jong in the Tavern, and the Drawer heard his Ma- 
fter call, and thought he would be angry with him; 
feeing me ftand by him, he call’d to me, here Wo- 


‘man, fays be, hold this Horfe a while, “till I go.in, 
, ifthe Gentleman comes, he'll give you fomething , 
yes faysT, and takes the Horfe, and walks off with 


him very foberly, and carry’d him tomy Governefs. 
_ Tuts had been a Booty to thofe that had under- 


-Ftood it; but never was poor Thief more ata Lofs 


to know what to do with any Thing that was ftolen ,; 
for when Icame Home, my Governefs was quite con- 
founded, and what to do with theCreature, we nei- 
ther of us knew; to fend him toa Stable was doing 
nothing, for it was certain that Notice would be 
given in the Gazzette, and the Horfe defcrib’d, fo 


. that we durft not go to fetch it again. 


Axx the Remedy we had for this unlucky Adven- 
ture was to go and fet up the Horfe at an Inn, and 
fend a Note by a Porter to the Tavern, that the 
Gentleran’s Horfe that was loft at fuch a Time, rir 
7" | Ga. eft 
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Jeft at fuch an Inn, and that he might be had 
there; that the poor Woman that held him, having 
Jed him about the Street, not being able to leadhim 
back again, had left him there; we might have 
waited till the owner had publifh’d, and offer’d a 
Reward, but we did not care to venture the receiv- 
ing the Reward, | 
So this was a Robbery and no Robbery, for little 
_was loft by it, and‘nothing was got by it, and Iwas . 
quite Sick of going out in a Beggar’s Drefs ; it did 
not aufwer at all, and befides I thought it Ominous 
‘and Threatning. | 
Wate I was in this Difguife, I fell in witha 
parcel of Folks of a worfe Kind than any I ever 
forted with, and Ifaw a little into their Ways too, 
_thefe were Coiners of Money, and they made fome 
very good Offers to me, as to Profit, but the Part 
they would have had me embark’d in, was the moft 
dangerous ; I-mean that of the very working of 
the Dye, as they call it, which had I been taken, 
had been certain Death, and that ata Stake, I fay, 
to be. burnt to Death at a Stake; fo that tho’ I 
was to Appearance, but a Beggar; and they pro- 
misd Mountains of Gold and Silver to me, to en- 
gage; yet it would not do; ‘tis true, if I had been 
realy a Beggar, or had been defperate as when I 
began, I might perhaps have clofed with it, for 
‘what care they to Dye, that cannot tell how to Live? 
But at prefent this was not my Condition, at leaft 
¥ was forno fich terrible Rifques as thofe , befides 
the very Thoughts of being burnt at a Stake, ftruck 
Terrcr to my very Soul, chill’d my Blood, and gave 
me the Vapours to fucha Degree, as I could not 
think of it without trembling. | 
Tuts put an End to my Difguifetoo, for tho’ I did 
not like the Prupofal, yet I did not tell them fo; | 
but feem’d to relifh it, and promis’d to meet again s 
| ; ut 
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but I durit fee them no more, for if Thad feen them; 
and not comply’d; tho’ I had declin’d it with the 
_ greateft Affrances of Secrefy in the World, they 
would have gone near to have murderd. me, to 
make fure Work, and make themfelves eafy, as 
they callit, what kind of Eafinefs that is, they may 
beft judge that underftand how eafy Men are, that 
can murder People to prevent Danger. - 
Tus and Horfe ftealing were things quite out of 
my Way, and I might eafily refolve I would have 
no more to fay to them, my Bufinefs feem’d to lye 
another Way, and tho’ it had hazard enough in it 
too, yet it was more f{uitable to me, and what had 
more of Art init, and more Chances for a’coming 
off, if a Surprize fhould happen. # 
- [had feveral Propofals made alfo to me about that 
Time, to come into a Gang of Honfe Breakers ; but: 
that wasa thing I had no tnind to venture at neither, 
any more than I kad at the Coming Trade ; I offer’d 
to go along with two Men, and a Woman, that made 
it their Bufinefs to get into Houfes by Stratagem, I 
was willing enough to venture; but there was three 
of them already, and they did not care to part, nor 
Ito have too many in a Gang, fo I did not clofe with 
them, and they paid dear for their next Attempt. 
Bur at length I met with a Woman that had of- 
ten toldme what Adventures fhe had made, and with 
Succefs at the Water-fide, and I clos‘d with her, and 
we drove.on our Bufinefs pretty well : One Day we 
came among fome Dutch People at St. Catherines, 
where we went on pretence to buy Goods that were 
‘privately got on Shore: I was two or three times 
In a Houfe, where we faw a good Quantity of pro- 
hibited Goods, and my Companion once brought 
away three Peices of Dutch black Silk that turn’d to 
good Account, and I had my Share of it; but in all 
the Journeys I made by myfelf, I could not get an 
Opportunity to do any thing, fo I laid it afide; 
a : | for 
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for I had been there fo often, that they began to - 
fufpect fomething. 7 

Tris baulk’d mea little, and I refolv’d to pufh 
at fomething or other, for I was not us’d to come 
back fo often without Purchafe, fo the next Day I 
drefs’d myfelf up fine, and took a Walk to the o- 
ther End of the Town, I pafs’'d thro’ the Exchange | 
in the Strand, but had no Notion of finding any 
thing to dothere, when on a fudden I faw a great 
Clutter in the Place, and all the People, Shop- — 
keepers as well as others, ftanding up, and ftaring, 
and what fhould it be? but fome great Dutchefs 
come into the Exchange; and they faid the Queen 
was coming ; I fet myfelf clofe up to a Shop-fide 
with my back to the Compter, as 1f to let the 
Crowd pafs by, when keeping my Eye upon a par- 
cel of Lace, which the Shop-keeper was fhowing to 

fome Ladies that ftoud by me; the Shop-keeper and 
her Maid were fo taken up with looking to fee who 
was a coming, and what Shop they would go to, 
that I found means to flip a Paper of Lace into my 
Pocket, and come clear off with it, fo the Lady 
Millener paid dear enough for her gaping after the 
Queen. : : 

I WenrT off from the Shop, as if driven along 
by the Throng, and mingling myfelf with the Crowd, 
went out at the other Door of the Excbange,and {fo got 
away before they mifs’d their Lace; and becaufe 
I would not be follow’d, I call’d a Coach and fhut | 
myfelf upin it; Ihad {carfe fhut the Coach Doors, — 
but I faw the Milleners Maid. and five or fix more 
come running out ito the Street, and crying out as 
if they were frighted , they did not cry ftop Thief, 
becaufe no body ran away, but I cou’d hear the 
Word robb’d, and Lace, two or three times, and 
faw the Wench wringing her Hands, and_run ftar- 
ing too, and again, like one fcar’d, the Coachman 
that had taken me up, was getting up into the ae 

ut 
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but was not quite up, and the Horfes had not be- 
gun to move, fo that I was terrible uneafy ; and. 
I took the Packet of Lace and laid it ready to have. 


dropt it out at the Flapof the Coach, which opens 
before, juft behind the Coachman ; but to my great 


{atisfaGtion in lefs than a Minute, the Coach began. 


to move, that is to fay, as foon.as. the Coachman 
had got up, and fpoken to his Horfes; fo he drove 


away, andI brought off my Purchafe, which was 


worth near twenty Pound. © 
. Tre next Day I drefs’d me up again, but in 
quite different Cloaths, and walk'd the fame way a- 


gain, but nothing offer’d till I came mto St. Fames’s — 


Park: Ufaw abundance of fine Ladies in the. Park, 
walking in the Mall, and among the reft, there was 
~ a little Mifs, a young Lady of about 12 or 13 Years 
old, and fhe had a Sifter, as I fuppos’d; with her, 
that might be about Nine: I obferv’d the biggeft 


had a fine gold Watch on, and a good Necklace of. 


Pearl, and they hada Footman in Livery withthem; 
_ butas it is not ufufal for the Footmen to go behind. 
the Ladies in the Mall; fo I obferv’d the Footman 
ftop'd at their going into the Mall, aud the biggeft 
of the Sifters {poke to him, to bid him be juft there 
when they came back. es 

WueEn [ heard her difmifs the Footman, I ftep’d. 


—— 


—_—_ 


up to him,and ask’d him, what little Lady that was? . 


and held a little Chat with him, about what a pre- 
ty Child it was with her, and how Gentee!, and well 
Carriag’d, the eldeft would be; how womanihh, and 


how Grave; and the Fool of a Fellow told me pre- 


- fently who fhe was, that fhe was Sir Thomas ——’s 
eldeft Daughter of Effex, and that fhe was a great 
Fortune, that her Mother was not :come to Town 
yet; but fhe was with SirWilliam-—-~-’s Lady at her 
Lodgings in Suffolk-Street, and qa great deal more; 
that they hada Maid and a Woman fo wait on t!:em; 
befides, Sir Thomas’s Coach, the Coachman and him: 

| ; | fel f, 
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felf and that young Lady. was Governefs to the 
whole Family, as well here, as at Home; and, told 
me abundance of things enough for my bufinefs. _ 
I Was well drefs’d, and had my gold Watch, as 

well as fhe; fol left the Footman, and I puts my 
felf ina Rank with. this Lady, having ftay’d till. 
fhe had taken one Turn in the Mall, and was going 
forward again, by and by, I faluted her by ‘her 
Name, with the Title of Lady Betty: I ask’d 
her when fhe heard from her Father? when my 
Lady her Mother would be in Town and how fhe 
did ? | a , 
: I Taxx’d fo familiarly to her of her whole Fa- 
mily that fhe cou’d not fufpe&, but that I knew 
them all intimately : I afd her why fhe would come 
Abroad without Mrs, Chime with her (that wasthe 
Name of her Woman) to take care of Mrs. Fudith 
that was her Sifter. Then I enterd into a long 
Chat with her about her Sifter, what 2 fine little 
Lady fhe was, and ask’d her if fhe had learn’d French, . 
and a Thoufand fuch little Things when on a fudden 
the Guards came, and the Crowd run to fee the King 
go by to the Parliament-Houle. oe 

. Tue Ladies run all.to the Sideof the Mall, and I 
help’d my Lady to ftand upon the edge of the Boards 
on the fide of the Mall, that the might be high e- 
nough to fee ; and took the little one and lifted her 
quite up; during which, I took care to convey the. 
old Watch fo clean away from the Lady Betty, that. 


_ the never mifs‘d it, till the Crowd was gone, andihe . 


was gotten in to the middle of the Mall. eo og 
' I Toox my leave in the very Crowd, and faid, as._ 
if in haft, dear Lady Betty take care of your little 
Sifter, and fo the Crowd did as it were, Thruft me 
sway, and that I was unwilling to take my leave. 

: Tue hurry in fuch Cafes 1s immediately over, 
and the Place clear as foon as the King is gone by ; 
but as there is always a great running and clutter 
- yuk 
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juft as the. King pafles., fo having drop’d the two 


: little Ladies, and done my Bufinefs with them, with- 
‘out any Mifcarriage, I kept hurrying on among the 


Crowd, asif I run to fee the King, and fal kept 


before the Crowd, ’till I came to. the End of the . 


Mall ;-when the King going.on toward..the Harfe- 


- Guards ; I went forward to'the Paflage, which went 
then thro’ againft the End of the Hay-Market, and 


. there. I beftow’d a Coach-upon my felf, and made 


off; and I confefs I have not yet been {9 good asmy, 


. Word (viz.) to go and. vifit my Lady Betty. .. 


I Was once in the Mind to'venture -ftaying with 
Lady Betty, *till fhe’ mift. the Watch,. and fo have 


. made a great Out-cry about it with her, and lave — 
_ got her into her Coach, and:put my felfin the Coach 


with her, and have gone Home with her , for fhe 


..appeard fo fond of me, .and.,fo.perfectly deceiv'd 


by my fo readily talking to her of all her:Relations 


_and Family; that I thought it was very eafy to.pufh 


the thing farther, and to have got at leaft. the Neck- 


- Lace of Pearl, but when I confider’d that tho’ the 


A. 


Child would:not perhaps:have. fufpected me, other 
- People might, and that af ¥ was fearch’d I, fhould be 


difcover’d, 3 thought. it was. beft ‘to go off with 


what Thad got: |... 


I CaME accidentally, afterwards to: hear; that 


when the young Lady mife’d her Watch,, fhe made © 


a'great Out-cry in the Park, and fent her Footman up 


and down, fo fee if he could find me, fhe having de- 
{crib’d me foperfeGily, that he knew it was thelame 
Perfon that had ftood and. talked fg long with him, 
and ask’d him fo many Queftions about them; butI 
was gone ‘far enough out-of their reach, before -{} 
could come at her Footman_to tell him the Story. 

I Mave :another Adventure after this, -of a. Na- 
ture different from all Ihad been concern’d in-yet,and 


-. this was ‘ata Gaming Houfe near Covent. Gaiden: 


Bo Goose TS aw 
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I Saw feveral People goiwand out; and I food 
in the Paffage a good while with another Woman 
with me, and feéiig a Gentleman go up that feem’d 
to béof more than diccetanel Malia I faid to hin, 
Sir, pray don’t they give Womén Leave to go oe 
Fes Madan, fays he, and to play too if they pteafe, - 
I mean fo Sir, /aid %, anid with that, he faid he 
would introdice me {€ I had a Mind, fo I follow’d 
him to the Dodr, atid he looking, there, Madam, 
fays be, ave the Gamieftefs, if yow have rhied to ven- 
ture; Llook’din, and faid to my Comerade, aloud, 
héfe’s nothing but-Men, 1 wont ventave, at which 
one of the Gentlenién cry’d Gut, you ited not be 
afraid Madam, here's hone but fait Gamtefters,- you 


are véry welcome fo come arid fét what you pleafe ; 


fo 1 went a little néarer and look’d ‘on, and fome 
of them brought me‘a-Chair, and 1 fat down and 
fee the Box and Dice go round a Pace, then I faid . 
to my Comrade, thé Gentkemen play too high for 
us, come let us go. - —_ > , 

‘Fut People wereall very civil, and-dne Gentle- 
mah encourag’d me, and faid, comme Madam, if you 
pleafe to venture, iF you dave traft me PH anfwer 


for it; you fhall-have nothing put tpor yon here, < - 


no Sir, faid I, filing, I hope the Gentlemen'would - 
not Cheat'a Wonidn , ‘but fill I declin’d venturing, 
tho’ I pull’d out a Purfe with Money in it, that they 
might fee I'did not want Money. 

AFTER Thad fat a while, oneGentleman faid to 
me Jeering, come Madam, I fee you are afraid ‘to 
venture for your felf; L always had good Luck with 
the Ladies, you fhall Set-for:‘me, af ‘you won't Set 
for yourfelf, I told-him, Sir I fhould be very loth 
to loofe your Money, ‘tho’ I added, I am pretty ~ 
lucky too; but the Gentlemen play fo high, that I 


- dare not 'venturemy own. 


Weir, well, fays bz, there’s ten Guineas .Ma- 


dam, Set them for me, fol took the Money and fet, > 


him- 
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himfelf looking on; I run out of the Guineas by 
One and Two at a Time, and then the Box coming 
to the next Man to me, my Gentleman gave me ten 
Guineas more, and made me Set Five of them at once, 
and the Gentleman who had the Box threw out, fo 
there was five Guineas of his Money again, he was 
encourag’d at this, and mgde me take the Box, 
which was a bold Venture: However, Iheld the | 
Box fo long that J gain’d him his whole Money, 
and hada Handful of Guineas in my Lap, and which. 
was the better Luck, when I threw out, I threw but 
at Oneor Two of thofe that had Set me, and fo went 
- off eafie. | Se ees Ene g 
__ Wuen I wascome this Length, I offer’d the Gen- 
tleman all the Gold, for it washis own, and fo would 
have had him play forhimfelf, pretending thatI did | 
not underftand the Game well enough: He laugh’d 
and {aid if I had but good Luck, it was no matter 
‘ whether I underftoad the-Game or no; but I fhould 
not Jeave off : However he took out the 15 Guineas 
that he had put in fisft, and bad me play with the 
Reft :‘E would have him to have feen how much I 
had got, but he faid no, no, don’t tell them, I be- 
lieve you are very honeft, and’tis bad Luck to tell 
. | lene the Game well enough, tho’ I pre- 
tended Idid not, and play’d cautioufly, which was to . 
keep a good Stock in my Lap, out of which I every 
now and then convey’d fome into my Pocket ; but 
in fuch.a manner, as I was fure he could not fee it. 
_ YPuay’p agreat while, and had véry good Luck 
. for him, but the laft time F held the Box, they Set 
me righ, and I threw boldly atall; and held the Box 
“till [had gain’d near four{core Guineas, but loft a- 
bove half. of it tack at the Jaft throw, fo I got 
up, for I was afraid I fhould lofe it all back again, 
and. faid to him, pray come Sir now and take 
t and. play for your felf, I think Ihave done: 
qe. TD 920 pretty. 
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I refus'd it, and was politive T would ‘not ‘take it 


-mmy felf, if he had a Mind to,do any Thiigof that 


Kind it fhould.be ali his awn. doings...” 


i THe reft:of the Gentlemen f{eeing us ftriving, 
iery’d give it her alls ‘hut l abfolutely_refus'd thar , 
then one.of them faid, D—n ye Fack, half it with 
‘her, don't, you know you, fhould be always. upon, 
, even: Terms with che Ladies ; fo in fhort, he divid- 
ed it with me, and ¥ brought away, go Guiness, "be- 
fides about 43, which I had ftole privately, which 
I was,forry for, ,becaufe he was fo generous, “~.’ : 
: , Tavs. J brought Home 73.Guibeas, and let’ m 
old Governels fee what’ good Luck’ F had.at Piaf 
. However it -was her Advice that I fhould ‘not-veh- 
‘ture again’ and Ttookher Copncil, for Tinever went 
.thereany, more ;, for I knew as well as flie, if the 


Itch of: Play. came in, L-might foon lofe that, and 


“all the:reft of what Thad gpt 7 
.: , Fortune had {mild upon me to that Deptee, 


- and. Thdd thriven fo mnch,and. my Govérnef¥tod, for — 


.. fhe always had a:Sharé with .mé, that really the old 
win 8 ae a for bs ee Rs ‘vos time of Se as fw BE Pes 

-,Gentlewoman began to. talk‘of Jeaving-off, while 
5 we were well, ,and, being. fatisfy?d=.with” what 
we had got; but, I know not what ’Fate guided 
me, I was.as backward. to 1t. now,,as fhe - was 
..when..I -propos'd, it to her befote,: and fo im an 
all Hour we gave oyer. 


prefent, 


-the Thoughts: of -it for the. 
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prefent, and-in a Word I grew more hardn’d and 
audacious than-ever, and the Succefs I had, made 
my Name .as famous as.any Thief of my fort ever 
had been. NE DS ate oat OY ae ee a a 
_ I Hap fometimes taken the Liberty to play the 


fame Game over again, which 21s not -gccording ta . 


Practice, which however; fucceeded not.amifs;: but 
generally I took up new Figtires, and contriv'd ta 
appear in:mew Shapes every: time I went abroad,, . 
- Ir: was now a rumbling'time ofthe Year,-and 
the. Gentlemen being moft:of them gone out of 
Town, Tunbridge, and Epfom,. and fuch Places were 
full of People, but-the City was,thin, and I-thought 
our Trade felt.it-a little, as well as others;. fo that 
at-the latter End:of the Year Ijoyn’d my-felf with 
a Gang, who‘ufaally : go -every Year to Sturbridge 
Fair, and from ithence; to «Bury Fair, in Suffolk: 
We promifed Ourfelves great Things here,.-but, when 
i came to:fee: how:Things were; 'I was. weary of it 
prefently.; : for : except “meer... picking..of , Packets, 


there was litrleworth meddling. with; neither if ‘a: 


Booty ‘had -been: made,: wag it fo. eafy carrying it 
off; nor was! there - fuch ja- Variety of ,Occafion 


for Bufinefs in our Way,-a8-in Lostdon-; all that 


i made of: the: whole Journey, wag a Gold:Watch 


| at Bary Fair, and a fall Pascel of Linnen.at:Cam- 


bridge, which gave me Oeccafion to take Leave of the 


Place : ¥t was:an old Bite, and I, thought might do. 
with: aGounstry Shop-Keeper, tho’ in London it. . 


would mot:.::° ae ee Oke ae SNe 
.. 1 BouGuriat.a Liamen Draper’s Shop, not. in the 
Fair, but in the Town. of Cambridge, as-much fine 


Holland, and other Things as came to about. feven | 
Pound; when'I had done; I bad them:‘be fent to 
uch: an Inn, where I had taken up my Being the 


fame Morning, as if I was to Lodge. there that 


T3 0:: ..  LOrver’p 
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' F Orver’d the ‘Draper to fend them Home to 
me, about fich an Hour, to the inn where 7 lay, 
and 1 would pay him his Money, at the Time ap- 
pointed the Draper fends the Goods, and I placd 
one of or Gang at the Chamber Door, and when 
the Inn-Keeper’s Maid brought the Meffenger to 
the Door, whowas a young Fellow, an Apprentice, 
 almof a Man; fhe tells him her Miftrefs was a 
fleep, but if he would leave the Things, and call in 
abeut an Hour, I fhould be awake, and he might 


have the Money , he: left the Parcel very readily, 


and: goes his way, and in about half an Hour my 
_ Maid and 1. walk’d off, and that very Evening I 

hiréd ‘a Horfe, and a Man to ride before me, and 
wert to New- Market; and ‘from thence got'miy Paf- 
{age iti a Coach that was riot quite full to St. Ed- 
imund’s Bury, where as I told you'I ‘could make but 
littleof ‘my Trade, only at a little Country: Opera 
Hoife, I got:a’ Gold Watch from'a‘Ladies Side, who 


was not only intolllerabby Merry, .but‘a little Fad- . 


dled,: which made my ‘Work much edfier. 

I Mave ‘off with this: little Booty ‘to Ipfwich, 
and from thence to Harwich, where I went into an 
Tnn, as if I:had rewly arriv’d from Holland, not 
doubting ‘but I fhould make fome Purchafe among 


the Foreigners that carne on Shore there; but I 


‘found them generally émpty-of Things of Value, 
‘except what was-in their Portmantuas, and Datcb 
‘Hampers, which weredlways guarded by Foatmen; 
however, I fairly got one vf their Portmantuas one 


Evenihp'otit of the Chainiber where the Gentleman - 


Jay, the Footman being faft a fleép.on the Bed, and 
T fuppofe very Drunk. : 


- THe Room-in which I Lodg’d, lay next'to the 


Dutchman's, and having dragg'd the heavy thing - 


swith much a-do out of ‘the Chamber into mine, i 
went out into the Street, to fee if I could find 
any poslBilry of carrying it off; I walk’d about 

| > @ great 
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a Breat while but could fee no probability, either 
of getting out the Thing, prof conveying away the 
Goods that was in it, the Fown being fo finall, and. 
Ta perfect Stranger in it; fo I was returning with 
a Refolution to carry it back again, and leave it 
where I found it ; jut in that yery Moment I heard 
a Man make a Nowe to fome People tq make hafte, 
for the Boat was going-to put.off, and the Tyde 
would be fpent ; I call d ta the Fellow, What Boat 
isit Friend, fqidI, that youbelong to? The Ip/wich 
* Wherry, Madam, fays be. When do you go off? 
Jays I, This Moment, Madam, Says be, Do you want 
to gothither? Yes, faid I, if you can fay till I 
fetch my Things: Where-are Phas Things Madam? 
Says be, Atfuchan Ipn, feig J, Well, Pl go with 
you Madam, fays he, very. civilly, and bring them 
for you; come away then,. fays 1, and takes him 
HE People of the Jnn were ina great Hurry, 
the Packet. Boat from Hilland, being eit come fe 
and two Coaches juft come alfo. with Paflengers from 
Loudon, for sae tie Packet Boat that was going off 
for Holland, which Coaches were to go back next 
Day with the Paffengers that were juft Landed: In 
this Hurry it was, a I came to the Barr, and paid 
my Reckoning, telling my Landlady I had gotten 
my Paflage by Seain a Wherry. 

THEsE Wherriesare large Veflels, with good Ac. 
commodation for carrying Paflengers from Harwich 
to Loxdox , and tho’ they are call’d Wherries, which 
is a Word us'd in the Thames for a {mall Boat, row’d - 
with one or two Men; yet thefe are Veffels able to 
carry twenty Paflengers, and ten or fiveteen Ton 
of Goods, and fitted to bear the Sea; all this I had 
found out by enquiring the Night before into the 
feveral Ways of going to London. . 

My Landlady was very Courteous, took my 
Money for the Reckoning but was call’d away 

sa 4 a 
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all the Hoafe being'im 4 Hurry, fol left her, took - 
the Fellow ap into’my Chamber, gave him the. 
Trunk, ‘og, Portmiantua, for it was like a Trunk, 
and wrapt-it about with an old Apron, and he went - 


directly, to ils Boat with it, and I after him, no Bo- 


dy asking us the leaft Queftion about it, as for the” 
drunken Ditch Footman he was ftill 4 fleep, and his - 
Mafter with other Foteigri'Gentlemen at Supper, 
and very merry below; fo I went clean off with it. 
to Ipfrich, 4nd going’ in‘ the Night, the People of 
the Houfé knew nothing, but that I was gone ta 
Loxdox, by the Harwich Wherry as I had told my . 
Landlady. 7 

I Was, plagu’d at, Ipfwich with the Cuftom- 
Houfe Officers, who, ftop'dmy Trunk, as I call’d it, : 
and would open, and fearchit ; I was willing I told. 
them, théy fhould Search it, but my-Husband had - 
the Key, and that he was not yet come from Har- 
wich; this 1 faid, that ‘if upon fearching it, they 
fhould find’ all ‘the ‘things be fuch,. as properly be-’ 
Jong’d to a Man ‘rather ‘than a Woman, it fhould not 
feem ftrange to them; however they being ‘pofitive | 
to open the Trunk, T¢onfented to have it broken. 
open, ‘that is to fay, to’ have the Lock taken off, 
which ‘was not difficult," te 7. 

Trey found nothing for their turn, for the Trunk’ 
had. been fearch’d before, but they difcover’d feveral 
Things .smich.to my Satisfaction, as particularly a 
Parcel of Money in French Piftoles, and fome Dutch 
Ducatodns,’ or Rix Dollars, and the reft was chiefly 
two Perriwigs, wearing Linnen, Rafors, Watfh- 
Balls, Perfumes and other tfeful Things Neceflary 
for a Gentleman; which all pafs’d for my Hus- | 
band’s, and fo Iwas quicof them. = 2° © 

Ir was now very early in the Morning, and 
not Light; and I knew not well what.Courfe to 
take ; for I. made'no Doubt but I fhould be pur- 
fu'd in the Morning, and perhaps be taken with - 
ara ae | Peas : ce 
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the things about the; fo I refolv’d upon taking hew: 
Meafures ;' I went publickly'to an Inn in the Town 
with my Trunk, as I call’d it; and having taken the 
Subftance.out, I did not think the Lumber of it . 
worth my concern ; however, I gave it the Land- 
lady of the Houfe with a Charge to take Care of it, 
and lay it up fafe till I fhould come again, and away: 
I walk’d into the Street. ~~ ee dod 

_ WHEN I was got into the Towna great way from 
the Inn, I met.with an antient Woman who had juft 
open’d her Door, and I fell into:Chat with her, and. 
ask’d her a great many wild, Queftions of things alk 
remote to my Purpofe and Dedfign, but.in my: Dif- 
courfe I found by her how the*Town was fituatéed} 
that I was in a Street which»went out towards Had~ 
ly ; but that {uch'a Street weit towards the Water= 
fide, fucha Street-went into theHeart of the Town ; 
and at laft fuch a Street went ‘towards Colchefter, and 
_ fo the London Road lay there: i) 00 Ne: 
»- I Hap foon my Ends 6f this old Woman , for I 
only. wanted to know which was London Road,: and 
away I walk'd as faft asI could ; not that I a we 
ed to go on Foot, either to Eondén or to Colchefer,: 
but I wanted to get quietly away from Ipfwich. - : 

I Wavr’p about two or three‘Mile, and then I 
met a plain Countryman, who:was bufy about fome 
Husbandry work I did not know what;and I ask’dhim. 
a great many Queftions firft, not.much tothe pure 
pofe ; but at laft told him I was going for London,and 
the Coach was full,and I cou’d not get a Paflage, and: 
ask’d him if he cou'd not tell me where to hire a 
Horfe that would carry double, and an honeft Mart 
to ride before me to Colchefter,: {o that I might get a 
Place there in the Coaches, the honeft Clown look’d . 
earneftly at me, and faid nothing for above half a 
Minute ; when {cratching his Pole, a Horfe fay you, . 
. and to Colchefler to carry double; why yes ge ied 
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alack-aeday, you may have have Horfes enough for 
Money , well Friend, /ays I, that I take for grant- 
ed, I don't expe& it without Money; Why but Mi- 
ftrefs, fays bs, how much are you willing to give? 
may, fays I again, Friend, I don’t know what your 
Rates are in the Country here, for I am a Stranger ; 
but if you can get one for me, get it asCheap as you 
can, and I'll give you fomewhat for your Pains, 
Wuv that’s honeftly faid tuo, fays the Country- 
man ; wot fo honef neither, {aid 1, to myfelf, if thor 

Anewef all; why Maftrefs, feys be, 1 have a Horfe 
that ‘will carry Double, and I don't much care if I 
gomyfelf with you, ax you like > Will you, fays 
I? wel) I believe-yon are an honeft Man, if you, 
will, I fhall be glad of it, Til pay you in Rea- 
fon, why leak ye Miftrefs, fays be, I won't be oug 
of. Reafon with you, then if I carry you to Cole- 
chefter, it will be worth five Shiilings for myfelf£ 
and my Horfe, for I thal} hardly come back to Night. 

‘ Jw fhort, I hir’d the Man. and his Horfe ,; 
but when we came toa Town upon the Road, I do 
not semember the Name of it, but it ftands uper a 
River, I pretended myfelf very ill, and I could go 
- no fantherthat Night, but if he-would ftay there 
with me, hecaufe I was a Stranger I would pay him 
for himfelf, and has Monfe with all my Heart. 

. Pus I did becaule I knew the Dutch Gentlemen 
and ther Servants would-be upon: the Road that 
Day, either in the Stage Coaches, or ridmg Poft, 
anit dai not know but the drunken Fellow, or fome 
, body ebfe that might have feen me at Harwich, . 
might fee me again, andi thought that in one Days 
fop they would be all gone by. | 

We lay ali that Night there, and the next Morn- 
ing it was not very early when J fet-out, fo that it 
‘was near Ten 3-Clock by that time I got to Cole- 
chefer > It was no little Pleafure that I faw the 
Town, where I had fo many pleafant Days, and I 
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made many Enquises after the goad old Friends, 
had once had there, but could make little out, they. 
were al] dead or remov’d : The young Ladies had. 
been all married or gone to London , the old Gen- 
tleman, and the.old Lady that had been my net § 


’ Benefadtrefs all dead ; and which troubled me mu 


the young Gentleman my firft Lover, and after- 
wards my Brother-in-Law was dead ; but two Sons. 
Men grown, were left of him, but they too were. 
Tran{planted to London, oe 

IDrsmiss’p my old Man here, and ftay’d in- 
cognito for three or four Days in Colechefer, and, 
then took a Paflage in a Waggon, becaufe F would’ 
not venture being feenin the Marwich Coaches; but 
I needed not have ufed fo much Cantion, for there 
wasno Body in Harwich, bet the Woman of the. 
Houfe, could have known me; nor was it rational 
to think that fhe, confidering the hurry fhe was in, 


and that fhe never faw me but once, and that by. 


Candle light, fhould have ever difcover’d me. . 

I ‘Was now return’d to London, and tho’ by the 
Accident of the Jaft Adventure, I got fomething 
confiderable,-yet I was not fond of any more Coun- 


- try rambles; norfhould I have ventur’d Abroad a- 


gain if I had carried the Trade on to the End of my 


| Days ; I gave my Governefs a Hiftory of my Tra- 


€ 


vels, fhe lik’d the Harwich Journey well enough, 
and in Difcourfing of thefe things between our 
felves fhe obferv’d, that a Thief being a Creature 
that Watches the Advantages of other Peoples mi- 
ftakes, “tis impoflible but that to one that is vigi- 
Jant and induftrious many Opportunities muft hape 
pen, and therefore fhe thought that one fo ex- 
quifitely keen in the Trade as Iwas, would {carce 
fail of fomething whereever I went. 

Ow the other hand, every Branch of my Story, 
if duly confider’d, may be ufeful to honeft People, 


._ and afford a due Caution to People of fome fort, or 


other 
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ofhef to Guard’ dgainft thé like” Surpftizés, ‘aid’ #0" 


have their Eyes about them. when' they have'to do- 
with ‘Strangers“6f aiiy kind; for °tis very feldoin 
that fome Snare or other is‘not.in’ their way.“ The 
Moral indeed of all my Hiftory is left :to'be 
gaither’d by the Sénfes and Judgment ‘of the Rea-’ 
der 5; I am not’Qualified to preach to them, let “the! 
Experience of‘ one Creature compleatly Wicked,” 
aid compleatly Miferable,’be a Storehoufe of ufeful: 
warning to thofe thatread. °°" = 4 at 
I AM ‘drawing tiow towards. a new Variety of 
Life : Upon my refum); being hardened by 4 fons’ 
Race df Crime, ‘and Succefs unparalell’d; 1 had, 4s’ 
I have faid, ‘no’ thoughts of laying ‘down a Trade, | 
which if 1 was to jddge by the ‘Example of others,’ 
muft However End’at laft in Mifety and Sorrow. ~-” 
"Ur was on thd Chri /Pmas-day following in the Ever 


ing, ‘that. to finifh along Train’of Wickednefs? T 


went Abroad to {é what might. offer in my way 3: 
when gaing by a Working Silver:Smith’s in Fo/ffer=’ 
Fane, Tfaw a tempting Bait indéed, and’ not to be 
aes by one‘of my Occupation; for the Shop‘had- 


no B i it, and a great deaf of’ idofe Plate lay” 
in'the Window, and at the Seat of the Man, who t 


fupyofe Work'd at one fide of the Shop. ' | 
“I-Went ‘boldty in and was jaft going to lay my 
Wand upon a peice of Plate, and might have don 
it, and ‘cadried it clear off, fot any ‘caré that’ the’ 
fen who belong’d to the Shop had taken of it , but’ 


an‘ officious Fellow in a Houfe, on’'thé other Side 
~ ofthe "Way, feeing’ mé go in, and tiat there was nd 


Bolly ji the Shop, comes running over’ the Street, 
arid without askitig me what I was,. or who, feizes 
upon ’meé, and’ cries oyt for ‘the People af the 
’T Hap not touch’d any thing in the Shop, and 
feeing 4 glimpfe of fome Body running over, Thad 
{6 mucit prefence of Mind, as to knock very = 
— with 


an 
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‘with my Foot on the Floor of the Hotift, and ‘was juft 
calling out too; when the Fellow laid' Hands on me. — 
"" However as I:hid always moft Courage, when I 
‘was in moft danger ; fo whemhe laid Haris on ‘nie, 
Tftood very high upon it, that I came in,"to buy - 
‘half-a Dozen of: filver Sposis, ‘and to ‘my good 
Fortune, it was 4 Silver-fmith's that fold Plate, as 
‘well as work’d'PlateS’ for other Shops!: ‘The Fellow 
‘laugh’d at that Part;and put fuch a*value upon the 
Service that he had done his Neighbour,that hewould 
‘have it be, thatI’ came not td btty, but to fteal; and 
‘raifing a great’ Crowd, I faid- to the Mafter of the 
Shop; ‘who by this time was fetch’d’ Home from 
‘fome Neighbouring ‘Place, that’ it: was in ‘vaitr to 
make ‘a Noife,; and’ énter into Talk there of the 

.,Cafe ; the Fellow ‘had: infifted, ‘that I came 'to 

-fteal; and he muft prove it, and T defir’d weintight 


‘go before a Magiftrate without’ ahy more Words ; 
Bi I Vegan té fee. I fhould be-too hard for the Man 
ahat bad feizdmé. ree et 
“Pie Mafter and Mittrefs of the Shop were real by 
“not{> violent,‘ as thé Man from totlier fide of the: 
Way ; and the Man faid, ‘Miftrefs-you might come 
Into the Shop with a:good ‘Defign for ought I know, 
but it feem’da dangerous thing for-you to jwmé in- 
to fuch a’ Shop as: mine is, when you fee’ no Body 
there, and I carmot do fo httlé Jultice to my Neigh- - 
‘‘bour, who was fo kind,’ as’ not: to ‘acknowledge he 
’ had Reafon.on his Side; tho”: wponthe whole I do 
not find you attempr'd to také any thiig, and Fredl- 
‘Jy know not wiiat to’ do in it :'T'préfs'd him to go 
' before a Magiftrate with me, ahd-if any thingcon’d 
- be prov’d on me, that’ was like’a defign, ¥ fhould 
willingly fubmit, but‘if not F expected reparation. 
*” Jus while we were in this Debate, and a:Crowd 
of People gather’d ‘about the Door came by Sir TB, 
_-an Aldermaiy of the'City, and J titice‘of the Péare, 
eee ee Re a ee orc eee ee 
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. out, and told him I had carrjed that 
i with half a Dogzen of new 


-cou'd fay I had touch’d any. of 
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aud the Goldfinith hearing of it, entreated his Wor- 
fhip to come in: and decide the Cafe. . 


part 


-, Guve the Goldfmith hig due, he told his Story 


with a great deal of Juftice and Moderation, and the 
Fellow that had ¢ome over, and feiz‘d upon me, 


‘told his with as much Heat, and foolifh Paffion, 
-which did megned ftill: It came then to my turn to 
fpeak, and I told hig Worfhip.that I was.a Stranger 


in Loeudgn, being newly come ont of the North, 


‘that I Lodg’d ja fuch a Place, that I was paffing 


this Street, and went into a Gold{mith’s Shop to 


- buy half a Dozen of Spoons, by great good Luck I 


had an old filver Spoon in my P es which I pyll’d 
poon to match 
) w ones, that it might 
match fome I had in the Country. he as 
e Shop, I knock'd © 


Tat feeing no Body in th ! 
with my Foot very hard ta make the People hear, 


e - 


and had al{o cali’d.alond with my Voice: "Tigtrue, 


there was loofe Plate in the Shop, put that no Body 
tit; that a Fellow 
came running into the Shep out of the Street, and 


_daid Hands oh me in a furious manner, inthe very 


Moment, while I was calling for the People of the 


. Houfe, that if hehad really had a mind to have done 


his Neighbour any Service, -he fhould have food at 
filently watch'd to fee whether I 
had toncid any thing, or no, and then haye taken 


"re in the Faét : That is very true, fays Mr. Alder- 
‘man, and turning to the Fellow th 


that ftopt me, he 
ask’d him if it was true that I knock’d with my 


Foot? he faid-yes I had knock’d, but that might be 
: becaufe of his coming ; Nay, fays the Alderman, — 
_ taking him fhort, now you contradi& yourfelf, for 
-joft tow you faid, fhe was in tke Shop with her 
_ back to you, and did not fee you, till you cameup- 
_-on her 3 now it was true, that my back was partly 
to the Street, but yet as my Bufinefs was of a kind 


that 
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that ix’d me to have Eyes every way, fo I real- 
/ .dy ig lance of him running over, as I {gid be- 
_- fore, tho’ he did not perceive it. acees 
 Arrer a full hearing, the Alderman gave it as 
his Opinion, that his Neighbour was under.a Mi- 
fake, and that I was Innocent, and the Goldf{mith 
acquiefc’d in it too, and his Wife,, and fo I was dif- 
mifs’d ; but as I was going to depart, Mr. Alderman 
faid, but bold Madam, if you were defigning. to 
buy Spoons I hope you will not let my Friend hes 7 
lofe his Cuftomer by ‘the Miftake : I readily an- 
{wer'd, no Sir, I'll buy the Spoons fill if he can, 
Match ny - Spoon, which I brought for a Pats / 
tern, and thé Goldfmith fhew’d me fome of the ve- __ 
ry fame. ae ; fo he weigh’d the Spoons, and 
they came to five and thirty Shillings, fo I pullsont 
‘my Purfe to pay him, in which I had near 20 Gai- 
neas, for I never went without fuch a Sum abont 
me, what ever might happen, and I foumd.it of ufe 
‘at other times as-wellas now. | it 
WHEN Mr. Alderman faw my Money, be. faid, 
well Madam, now I am fatisfy’d you were wrong‘d, 
and it was for this Reafon, that I mov'd yon fhould 
buy the Spoons, and ftaid till you had bought them, - 
for if you had not had Money to pay for. them, I’ 
fhould have fufpec&ted that. you did not come. into 
the Shop to bay, for the fort of People who come 
upon thofe Defigns that you have been Charp’d 
with, are feldom troubl-d with nrach Gold in ‘their 
Pockets, asI fee youare: 2 | 7 
I Smr_’p, andteld his Werfhip, that then I 
_ ow’d fomething of his Favour to my Money, but I 
_ hop’d he faw Reafon alfo in the Juftice he had done 
me before ; he faid, yes he had, but this bad con- 
firm’d his Opinion, and he:was fully fatisfy’d now 
of my having been injur'd, fo I came well of from 
an Affair, in which I was at the vesy brink of De- 
ftru@ion, : a a re ; 
AT 
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"Yq was but three “Days after fliis, that not at all 


-4nade‘ Cautious by my- former Dahger as I us’d'to 


be, and ftill purfuing the Art which I had fo long. 


heen eniploy’d in, [Ventur’d-intd:a Houfe where 
-¥ fw the Doors open,:.and furnith’d myfelf as I 


‘'¢honght verily without being petceiv’d, with two 
’ Peices of flower’d Silks, fuch as they call Brocaded . 


“Silk, very rich ; it was nota Mercers Shop, nor a 
“ Warehoufe' of w Mercer, but look’d like a private 
~ Pwelling-Houfe, ‘and was it feemns Inhabited by a 
“Man that fold: Goods for a: Weaver to the Mercers, 
“tyke a Broker 6rFactor.. ©: - °- * ; 


“t! Puta gr I may make fhort of the black Part of — 


_ this Story, I was attack’d by:-two: Werthes that canie 


‘ open Mouth’d at méjuft as I was going out at the 


Poor; and ohe of them pull’d me. back into the 
‘Room, while the other idhut’ tle Door ‘upon me ;:I 
“would have given them ‘good Words, but there was 
"no roém for it ; two. ‘fifgery Dragons.cou’d not ha¥e 


been more furious, they ‘Fore my Cloaths, Bullyd, 


and’ Roar’d, as if ‘they would have murther’d me ; 


the Miftrefs of ‘the Houfe camé next, and then tlie 


* ‘Mafter, and all outrageous, ie 
“> T Gave the Mafter very good Words; told him 


"1! she Door was opeh; and things were’a Temptation 


%o me; that I was poor, and diftrefs’d, aid Poverty 


“was what many could not refift, and beg’dhim with | 


Tear? to have pity“on me ;‘the- Miftrefs of the 
-Houfé was mov'd with Compafhon, ‘and enclin’d to 
_ have let me go, and had almoft p2rfwaded her Hus- 


' Band to-it alfo, but thefawcy Wenches were run even . 
~ béfore: they wete fenit;and had Fetth’d a Conftable, 


‘and then the-Mafter faid, he‘could not go back, I 


~amuft go before'a Jultice, and anfwer’d his Wife that 


“he might come-m#6-Trouble himfelf if he fhould 
Tet mé ‘gos a2 Pd poo nod va Tad 
“4 Tue tight ofthe Conftable indeed ftruck me,:and 
_ I thought I fhould have funk into the Ground ; I 
; fell into faintings, and indeed the People ad 
: elves 


~ 
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félves thought I would have died, when the Woman 


+ argued again for me, and entreated her Husiand, 


feeing they had loft nothing to let me go: I offer’d 
him to pay for the two Peices whatever the value 
was, tho’ I had not got them, and argu’d that as he 
had his Goods, and had really loft noting, it would. 
be cruel to purfue me to Death and have my Blood 
for the bare Attempt of taking them. I put the 
Conftable in mind too that I had broke no Doors; 


Nor carried any thing away ; and when I came to 
' the Juftice, and pleaded there that I had neither 
_ broken any thing to get in, nor carried any thing 


out, the Juftice was enclin’d to have releas’d me ; 
but the firft fawcy Jade that ftop’d me, affirming 
that I was going out with the Goods, but that fhe 
ftop’d meand pull’d me back, the Juftice upon that 
point committed me, and I was carried to Newgate; 
that horrid Place! my very. Blood chills at the menti- 
on ofits Name ; the Place,where fo many of my Com- 
rades had been lock’d up, and from whence they 
went to the fatal Tree , the Place were my Mother 
fuffered fo deeply, where I was brought into the 
World, and from whence I expected no Redemption, 
but by an infamous Death: To conclude, the Place 
that had fo long expected me, and which with fo 
much art and Succefs I had fo long avoided. 


_* J Was now fix’d indeed ; ’tis impoffible to de- 


{cribe the terror of my Mind,when I was firft brought 
in, and when I look’d round upon all the horrors 
of that difmal Place: I look’don my fel as loft, 
aud that I- had nothing to think. of, but of going 
out of the World, and that with the utmost Infa- 
my ; the hellifh Noife, the Roaring, Swearing and 


-Clamour, the Stench and Naftinefs, and alk the 


dreadful Afflidting things that I faw there ; joyn'd 


‘ -{o make th: Place feem an Emblem of Hell itfelf; 


and a kind of an Entrance into it; 


Ws. Kow * 
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Now I feproach’d myfelf with the many hints I 
had had, as I have mention’d above, from my own 
Reafon, from the Senfe of my good Circumftances, 
and of the many Dangers I had efcap’d to leave off 
while I was well, and howI had withftood them. 
all, and hardened my Thonghts againfé all Fear ; 
it feem’d to me that I was hurried on by an inevi- 
table Fate to this Day of Mifery, and that now I 
was to Expiate all my Offences at. the Gallows, 
that I was now-+to give fatisfaction to Juftice with 


my Blood, and that I was to come to the laft Hour | 


of my Life, and of my Wickednefs together : 


Thefe things pour’d themfelvesin upon my Thoughts | 


. in a confusd manner, and left me overwhelm’d 
with Melancholly and Defpair. - 
TueEwn I repented heartily of all my Life paft, 
but that Repentance yielded me no Satisfaction, no 
Peace, no not in the leaft, becaufe, as I faid to my 
felf, it was repenting after the Power of farther 
Sinning was taken away: I feem’d not to Mourn 


that I had committed fuch Crimes, and for the ~ 


‘Fact, as it was an Offence againft’ God and my 
Neighbour ; but that I was to be punifh’d fer it; I 


was a Penitent as I thought,-not that I had finn’d, ~ 
but that I wasto fuffer, and this took away.all the — 


Comfort of my Repentance in my own Thoughts. 

I Gor no fleep for feveral Nights or Days after 
- Icame into that wretch’d Place, and gladL.I wou’d 
have been for fome time to have died there, tho’ I 
did not confider dying asit ought to be confider’d nei- 
_ ther; indeed nothing could be fill’d with more hor- 
ror to my Immagination than the very Place, no- 
thing was more odious to me than the Company 


that was there: Olif Thad but been fent to any. 


Place in the World, and. not to Newgate, I fhould 

have thought myfelf happy. _ * 
In thenext Place, how did the harden’d Wretches 
that were there before me Triumph over me? 
| what! 
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what! Mrs. Flanders come to Newgate at laft? what. 


Mrs. Mary, Mrs, Molly, and after that plain Moll 
Flanders ¢ They thought the Devil had help’d me 
they. faid, that I had reign’d fo long: They expected 
me there many Years ago they faid, and was I come 


at laft? then they flouted me with Dejeétions, 


_ welcom’d me tothe Place, wifh’d me Joy, bid me 
have a good Heart, not be caft down, things might 
not be fo bad as I fear’d, and the like; then call‘d 


for Brandy, and drank to me ; but put it all up to 


my Score, for they told ‘me I was but juft come to 
the College, as they call'd it, and fure I had Money 
in my Pocket, tho’ they had none. a 

I Asx’p one of this Crew how long fhe had been 
there >? fhe faid four Months; I ask’d her, how the 
Place look’d to her when fhe firft came into it; juft 
_ as it did fnow to me, fays fhe, dreadful and fright- 
ful, that fhe thought ihe was in Hell, and 1 be- 
lieve fy ftill, adds fhe, but it is natural to me now, E 
don’t difturb myfelf about it : I fuppofe fays1, you 
are inno danger of what is tofollow: Nay, fays fhe, 
you are miftaken there I am fure, for I am under 
Sentence, only I pleaded my Belly, but am no more 
with Child, then the Judge that try’d me, and I 
expect to be call’d down next Sefflion; thz C a L- 
LING Dowy, is calling down totheir former Fudge- 
nent, when aWoman has been refpited for ber Belly, 
but proves not to be with Child, or if fhe bas been with 
Child, and has been brought to Bed. Well faysI, and 
are you thus eafy? ay, fays fhe, Ican’thelp myfelf, 
what fignifyes being fad? If Iam hang’d there’s 
an End of me, and away fhe turn’d Dancing, and 
Sings as fhe goes, the following Piece of Newgate 

it, _— 

Mit If I fwing by the String, 
pen Ean Days f Joall bear the* Bell ring, 

And then there’s an End of poor Jenny. 
| aa i MER- 
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I Mention this, becaufe it would be worth the 


Obfervation of any Prifoner, who fhall hereafter 


fal) into the fame Misfortune and come to that 
dreadful Place of Newgate; how Time, Neceflity, 
and Converfing with the Wretches that are there 
Famillarizes the Placeto them; how at laft they 
become reconcil’d to that which at firft was the 
greateft Dread upon their Spirits in the World, and 
are as impudently Chearful and Merry in their 
Mifery, as they were when out of it. 

I Cannot fay, as fome do, this Devil is not fo 
black, as heis painted ; for indeed no Colours can re- 
pref-nt that Place to the Life ; nor any Soul conceive 
aright of it, but thofe who have been Sufferers 
there: But how Hell fhould become by degrees fo 
natural, and uot only tollerable, but even agreeable, 
is athing Unintelligible, but by thofe who have 
Experienc’d it, as I have. poe 

Tue fame Night that I was fent to Newgate, I 
fent the News of it to my old Governefs, who was 
furpriz’d at it you may be fure, and {pent the Night 
almoft as ill ont of Newgate, as I did in it. | 
| Tue next Morning, fhe came to fee me, fhe did 
what fhe coud to Comfort me, but fhe faw that 
was to no purpofe, however, as fhe faid, to fink 
under the Weight, was but to encreafe the Weight ; 
fhe immediately applied herfelf to all the proper 
Methods to prevent the Effects of it, which we 


_fear’d; and firft fhe found out the two fiery Jades 


that had furpriz’d me; fhe tamper’d with them, per- 
fuaded them, offer’d them Money, and ina Word, 


try’d all imaginable ways to prevent a Profecuti- 


on; she offer'd one of the Wenches 1ool. to go a- 
way from her Miftrefs, and not to appear againft 
me; but fhe was fo refolute, that tho’ fhe was but 
a Servant Maid at 31. a Year Wages or thereabouts, . 
fhe refus'd it,,and would have refus‘d, as my Go- 
vernefs {aid the believ'd, if fle had ofter’d her 5 at l, 

ae, oy. ‘hen 
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Then fhe attack’d the other Maid, fhe was not fo - 
hard Hearted as the other ; and fometimes feem’d 
enclin‘d to be merciful ; but the firft Wench kept 
her up, and would not fo much as let my Gover- 
nefs talk with her, bnt threatn’d to have her up for 
Tampering with the Evidence. | 
THEn ihe apply’d to the Mafter,that is to fay,the 
Man whofe Goods had been ftol’n, and particularly 
to his Wife, who was enclin’d at firft to have fome 


~ Compaffion for me; :he found the Wojnan the fame 


ftill, but the Man alledg’d he was bound to Profe- 
cute, and that he fhould forfeit his Recoguizance. 
My Governefs offer’d to find Friends that fhould 
get his Recognizances off of the File, as they call it, 
and that he thould not fuffer , but it was not pof- 
fible to Convince’him, that he conld be fafe any 
way inthe World, but by appearing againft me ; 


- fo I was to have three Witneffes of Fact aon me, 


the Mafter and his two Maids, that is to fay, I was 
as certain to be caft for my Life, as I was that 
I was alive, and I had nothing to do, but to think 
of dying: I had but a fad foundation to build upon 
for that, as I faid before, for,all my Repentance ap- 
pear'dtome to be only the Effe& of my fear of Death, 
not a fincere regret for the wicked Life that I had 
liv’d, and which had brought this Mifery upon me, 
or for the offending my Creator, who was nc w fud- 
denly to be my Judge. 

I L1vp many Days here under the utmoft hor. 
ror; I had Death as it werein view, and thought 
of nothing Night or Day, but of Gibbets and Hal- 
ters, evil Spirits and Devils it is not to be expref- 
fed how I was harrafs’d, between the dreadful Ap- 
prehenfions of Death, and the Terror of my Con- 
{cience reproaching me with my paft horrible Life. 

Tue Ordinary of Newgate came to me, and - 


— talk’d a litle in his way, but all his Divinity run: 


upon Confeiling my Crime, as he call’d it, (tno’ he 
: U 3 knew | 
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knew not what I was infor) making a full Difcove- 
ry, and the like, without which he told me God 
would never forgive me; and he faid fo little to the 
* Purpofe that Thad no manner of Confolation from 
him , and then to obferve the poor Creature preach- 
ing Confeffion and Repentance to me in the Morn- 
ing, and find him drunk with Brandy by Noon ; this 
had fomething in it fo fhocking, that I began to 
'~ naufeate the Man, and his Work too by Degrees, for 
the fake of the Man ; fo that I defired him to trou- 
ble me no more. | : 7 
I Know not how it was, but by the indefatiga- 
ble Application of my diligent Governefs I had no 
Bill preferr’d againft me the firft Seffions, I mean to 
the Grand Jury, at Guild-Hall; fo I had another 
. Month, or five Weeks before me, and without Doubt . 
this ought to have been accepted by me, as fo much 
Time given me for Reflection upon what was paft,and - 
Preparation for what was to come; I ought to have 
efteem’d it, asa Space given me for Repentance, 
and have employ’d it as fuch; but it was not in me, 
I was forry (as helare) for being in Newgate, but had 
few Signs of Repentance about me. a 
Ow theContrary, like the Water in the Hollows 
of Mountains, which petetifies, and turns into Stone 
whatever they are fuffer’d to drop upon, fo the con- . 
tinual converfing with fuch a Crew of Hell-Hounds 
had the fame common Operation upon me, as upon 
other People ; I degenerated into Stone, I turn’d firft 
Stupid and Senfelefs, and then Brutifh and Thought- 
lefs, and at laft raving Mad as any of them were; 
in thort, I became as naturally pleas’d and eafy 

with the Place, as if indeed I had been Born there. 
Ir is {carce poflible to imagine that our Natures 
fhould be capable of fo much Degeneracy, as to 
make that pleafant and agrecable that in it felf is 
the mcft compleat Mifery. Here was a Circum- 
fiance, that I think it is {carce poffible to mention . 
' % | a worfe; 
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aworfe; I was as exquifitely miferable, as it was 
poffible for any one to be, that had Life and Health, 
and Money to help them as I had. — 

I Hap a Weight of Guilt upon me, enough to 
fink any Creature who had the leaft Power of Re- 
fleGtion left, and had any Senfe upon them of the 
Happinefs of this Life,or the Mifery of another ; { had 
at firft, fome Remorfe indeed,” but no Repentance; 
I had now, neither Remorfe or Repentance: I had 
a Crime charg’d on me, the’Punifhment of which 
was Death; the Proof fo Evident, that there was no 
Room for me, fo much as:to plead not guilty; I 
had the Name of an old Offender, fo that I had 
nothing to expect but Death, neither had I myfelf 


any thoughts of efcaping, and yet a certain ftrange 


Lethargy of Soul poffefs’d me, I had no Trouble, 
no Apprehenfions, no Sorrow about me, the firft 
Surprize was gone; I was, I may well fay, I know 
not how; my Senfes, my Reafon, nay, my Confci- 
ence were all a-fleep,; my Courfe of Life for forty 
Years had been a horrid Complication of Wicked 
nefs, Whoredom, Adultery, Inceft, Lying, Theft, and 


-ina Word, every thing but Murther, and Treafon, 


had been my Practice, from the Age of Eighteen, or 
thereabouts to Threefcore,; and now I was ingulph’d 
in the Mifery of Punifhment, and had 4n infamous 
Death at the Door, and yet I had no Senfe of. my 
Condition, no Thought of Heaven or Hell, at leaft, 
that went any farther than a bare flying Touch, 
like the Stitch or Pain that gives a’'Hint and goes 
off, I neither had a Heart to ask God’s Mercy, or 
indeed to think of it, and in this L think I have 
given a brief Difcription of the compleateft Mife- 
ry on Earth. | _ ee 
ALL my terrifying Thoughts were paft; the Hor. 
rors of the Place, were become familiar, and I felt 
no more Uneafinefs at the Noife and Clamours of 
the Prifon, than they did who made that Noife; in 
. 3 | U 4 a Word, 
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a Word, I was become a meer Newgate- Bird, as 
wicked and asoutragiousany of them; nay, T f{carce 
retaind the Habit and Cuftom of good Breeding, 


-and Manners, which all along’till now run thro’ 


my Converfation , fo thoro’ a Degeneracy had pof- 
fefsd me, thai I wasno mbre the fame Thing that 
Thad been, than if I had never been otherwife 
than what I was now. 

Iw the middle of this harden’d Part 6f my Life,I 
had another fudden Surprize, wich call’d me back a © 
little to that Thing call‘d Sorrow, which, indeed, 
I began to be paft the Senfe of before: They told me 
one Night, that there was brought into the Prifon 
late the Night before, three Highway-Men, who 
had committed a Robbery fomewhere, on Hounflow- 
Heath, {think it was, and were purfu’d to Uxbridge 
by the Country, and there taken after a gallant 
Refiftance, in which, many of the Country People 
were wounded, and fome kill’d 7 

IT is not to be wonder’d that we Prifoners, were 
all defirous enough to fee thefe brave, topping Gen- 
tlemen trat were talk’d up to be fuch, as their Fel- 
lows had not been known, and efpecially becaufe 
it wis faid they would in the Morning be remov’d 
into the Prefs-Yard, having given Money to the 
head Mafter of the Prifon, to be allow’d the Libeity 
of that better Place: So we that were Women 
plac’d our felves in the Way that we would be fure 
to fee them, but nothing could exprefs the Amaze- 
ment and Surprize I was in, when the firft Man that 


- came ont, knew to be my Lancafbire Husband, the 


faméewithwhoin I liv'd fo wellat Dunflable, and the 
fame who I afterwards faw at Brickill, when 1 was 
married to my laft Husband, as has been related. 
LyWas -ftruck Dumb at the Sight, and knew nei- 
ther what to fay, or what to do; he did not know | 
me, and that wasall the prefent Relief Thad, I quit- 
ted my Company, and retir'das muchas that dread- 


—_ 
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ful Place fuffers any Body to retire, and cry’d vehe- 
mently fora great while; dreadful Creature, that I 
am, fad I, How many poor People have I made Mi- 
ferable? How many defperate Wretches have I fent 
to the Devil? This Gentleman’s MisfortunesI plac’d 


_all to my own Account: He had told me at Chefter, 


he was ruin’d by that Match, and that his Fortunes 
were made defperate on my Account; for that 
thinking I had been a Fortune hewas run into Debt 
more than he was able to pay ; that he would go into 


. the Army, and carry a Mufquet, or buy a Horfeand 


take a Tour, ashe call’d it; and tho’ I never told 


him that I was a Fortune, and fo did not actually de- 


ceive him my felf, yet I did incourage its having it 
thought fo, and fo I was the Occafion originally of 
his Mifchief, : : 

‘Tue Surprize of this Thing only, ftruck deeper - 
in my Thoughts, and gave me ftronger Refleétiong 
than all that had befallen me before, I griev'd Day 
and Night, and the more, fdr that they told me, he 
was the Captain of the Gang, and that he had com- 
mitted fo many Robberies, that Hind, or Whitney, 
or the Golden Farmer were Foolsto him; that he 
would furely be hang’d if there were no more Men. 
Jeft in the Country; and that there would abun- 
dance of People come in againft him. : 

T'Was overwhelm’d with Grief for him; my own 
Cafe gave me no Difturbance compar’d to this, and 
I loaded my felf with Reproaches on his Account ; 
I bewail’d my Misfortunes, and the Ruin he was 
now come to, at {uch a Rate, that I relith’d nothing. 


_ now, asI did before; and the firft Reflections I made 


upon the horrid Life I had liv’d, began to return up- 
on me,and as thefe Things return’d, my Abhorrence 
of the Place, and of the Way of living in it, re- 
turn'd alfo; in a Word, I was perfedly chang’d, 
and become another Body, © | a 
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| WHILE I was under thefe Influences of Sorrow 


for him, came Notice to me that the next Seffions 


there would be a Bill preferr’d to the Grand Jury 


againft me, and that I fhould be try’d for my Life: — | 


My Temper was touch’d before, the wretched Bold- 


— nefsof Spirit, which I had acquir’d, abated,.and con- 
_ {cious Guilt began to flowin my Mind: In fhort, I be- 
, gan to think, and to think indeed js one real Advance 


from Hell to Heaven; all that harden’d State and 
Temper of Soul, which I faid fo much of before, is 
but a Deprivation of Thought; he that is reftor’d 
to his Thinking, is reftord to himfelf. 

As foonasI began, IYay tothink, the firft thin 
that occur’d to me brokeout thus; Lerd! what wil 
become of me? I fhall be caft to be fure, and there 
is nothing beyond that, but Death ! I have no Friends, 
what fhall Ido? I fhall be certainly Caft! Lord! 
have Mercy upon me! What will become of me! 


4 


This was a fad Thought, you will fay, to be the ~ 


firft (after fo long Time,) that had ftarted in my 


Soul of that kind, and yet, even this was nothing, 


but Fright, at what was to come; there was not a 
-Wordof fincere Repentance in it-all. However, I 


. was dreadfully dejected, and difconfolate to the laft 


Degree ; and asI had no Friend to communicate my 
diftrefs’'d Thoughts to, it lay foheavy upon me, that 


. it threw me into Fits, and Swoonings feveral times 


aDay. Ifent for my old Governefs, and fhe, give 
ber, ber Due, atted the Part of a true Friend, fhe 
Jeft no Stone unturn’d to prevent the Grand Jury 
finding the Bill; fhe went to feveral of the Jrry 
Men, talk’d with them, and endeavour’d to poffefs 
them with favourable Difpofitions, on Account that 
nothing was taken away, and no Honfe broken, Gc, 


but all would not do, the two Wenches fwore home : 


to the Fad, and the Jury found the Bill for Rob- 


bery and Houfe-breaking, that is for Felony and 


seal ae I Sunk 
sere . 
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I Sunx down when they brought the News of it, 
and afterI came to my felf, I thought I fhould have 
died with the Weight of 1t: My Governefs acted a 
true Mother to me, fhe pitty’d me, fhe cry’d with 
me, and for me; but fhe could not help me ; and to 
add tothe Terror of it, twas the Difcourfe all over 


the Houfe, that I fhould dye for it; I could hear 


them talk it among themfelves very often; and fee 


- them fhake their Heads, and fay they were forry for 
_ it, and the like, as is ufual in the Place, but ftill no 


Body came to tell me their Thoughts, *till at laft 
one of the Keepers came to me privately, and faid 


with a Sigh, well Mrs. Flanders, you will be try’d . 


a Friday, (this was but a Wednefday) what do you 
intend to do? I turn’d as white asaClout, and faid, 
God knows what I fhall do, for my part I know 
not what to do; why, fays be, I won't Flatter you, 
I would have you prepare’ for Death, for I doubt 


you will be Caft, and as you are an old Offender ; 


I doubt you will find but little Mercy : They fay 


added he, your Cafe is very plain, and that the Wit- . 


neffes fwear fo home again{ft you, there will be no 
ftanding it. ; 

Tuis was a ftab into the very Vitals of one un- 
der fuch a Burden, and I*could not fpeak a Word 
good or bad, for a great while; at laft I burft out 
into Tears, and faid to him, O Sir, What muft I 
do? Do, fuys be, fend for a Minifter, and talk 
with him; for, indeed Mrs, Flanders, unlefs you 
have very good Friends, you are no Woman for this 
World, 8 | 

Tuts was plain dealing indeed, but it was very 
harfh to me, at leaft I thought it fo: He left mein 
the greateft Confufion imaginable, and all that 
Night I lay awake; and now I began to fay my 
Prayers, which I had {carce done before fince my 


Jaft Husband’s Death, or from a little while after , 


and truly I may well call it, faying my Prayers, 
| | | for 
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for I was in fuch a Confufion, and had fuch hor- 
rorupon my Mind, that tho’ I cry‘d, and repeat- 
ed feveral times the Ordinary Expreflion of, Lord 
bave Mercy upon me ; I never brought myfelf toa- 
ny Senfe of being a miferable Sinner, as indeed I 
was, and of Confeiling my Sins to God, and beg- 
ging Pardon for the fake of Jefus Chrift ; I was 
overwhelin’d with the Senfe of my Condirion, be- 
ing try’d for my Life, and being fure to be Exe- 
cuted, and on this Account, I cry'd out all Nigit, 
Lord! what will become of me? Lord! what fhall I 
do > Lord have have mercy upon me, and the like. 

My poor afflicted Governefs was now as much 
concern’d as I, and agreat deal more truly Penitent; 
tho’ fhe had no profpeé& of being brought to a Sen- 
tence, not but that fhe deferv’d it as much asI, and 
fo fhe faid herfelf , but fhe had not done any thing 
for many Years, other than receiving what I, and 
others had ftolen, and encouraging us to fteal it: But. 
fhe cry’d and took on, like a diftracted Body, wring- 
ing her Hands, and crying out that fhe was un- 
done, that fhe believ’d there was a Curfe from Hea- 
ven upon her, that fhe fhould be damn’d, that fhe 
had been the Dcftrudtion of all her Friends, that 
fhe brought fuch a one, and fuch a one, and fuch 
one to tre Gallows; and there fhe reckon’d up ten 
oreleven People, fome of which I have given an 
Account of that came tountimely Ends, and that 
now fhe was the occafion of my Ruin, for fhe had 
perfiaded me to goon, when I would have left off: - 
[interrupted her there; no Mother, no, fad [don’t 
{peak of that, for you would have had me left off 
wien I got the Mercer’s Money again, and when I 
came home from Harwich, and I would not hearken 
to you, therefore you have not been to blame, it is I 
only have ruin’d myfelf, Thave brought myfelf to 
tis Mifery,and thus we {pent many Hours together, 


5 WELL 
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WeELL, there was no Remedy, the Profecution 
went on, and on the Tbur/day I was carried down to 
the Seffions-Houfe, where I was arraign’d, as they 
call’d it, and thé next Day I was appointed to be 


at Atthe Arraignment I plead not guilty, and 
we 


1¥ might, for I was indicted for Felony and 
Burglary ;, that 1s for felonioufly ftealingtwo Peices 
of Brocaded Silk, value 461. the Goods ef Anthony 
Fubnfon, and for breaking open the Doors; whereas 
I knew very well they could not pretend I had bro- 
ken up the Doors, or fo much as lifted up a Latch. 
On the Friday I was brought to my Tryal, Ihad 


-exhaufted my Spirits with Crying for two or three 


Days before, that I flept better the Thurfday Night 
than I expected, and had more Courage for my Try- 
al, than I thought poffible for me to have. | 

Wuen the Tryal began, and the Indidment was 
read, I would have fpoke, but they told me the 
Witnefles muft be heard firft,and then I fhould have 
time to be heard. The Witnefles were the two 
Wenches, a Couple of hard Mouth’d Jades indeed, 
for tho’ the thing was. Truth im the main, vet they 
aggravated it to the utmoft extremity, and {wore I 
had the Goods wholly in my poileilion, that I had 


. hid them among my Cloaths, that I was going off 


with them, that I had one Foot over the Threthold - 
when they difcover’d themfelves, and then I put 
totker over, fo that I was quite out of the Houfe in 


the Street with the Goods before they took me, and 


then they feiz’d me, and took the Goods upon me: 
The Fa in general was true, but I infifted upon 
it, that they ftop’d me before I had fet my Foot 
clear of the Threfhold, but that did not argue 
much, for I had taken the Goods and was bringing 
them waay, if I had not been taken. | 

I pleaded that Lhad ftole nothing, they had loft 
nothing, that the Door was open, and I went 1n with 
Defign to buy,if feeing no Body in the Houfe, I _ 
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taken any of them up in my Hand, it cou’d not be 
concluded that Iintended to fteal them, for that I 
never carried them farther then the Door to look on 
them with the better Light. / 
Tue Court would not allow that by any means, 
and made a kind of a Jeft of my intending to buy 
the Goods, that being no Shop for the Selling of any 
_ thing, and as to carrying them to the Door to look 
at them, the Maids made their impudent Mocks up- 
on that, and fpent their Wit upon it very much ; 
told the Court Ihad look’d at them fufficiently, and 
approv'd them very well, for I had pack’d them up, 
and was a going with them. 
In fhort, I was feund Guilty of Felony, but ac- 
- quitedof the Burglary, which was but fmall Com- 
fort to me, the firft bringing me to a Sentence of 
Death, and the laft would have done no more: The 
next Day, Iwas carried down to receive the dread-« 
ful Sentence, and when they came to ask me what I 
had'to fay, why Sentence fhould not pafs, I ftood 
mute a while, but fome. Body prompted me 
aloud to {peak to the Judges, for that they cou'd 
reprefent things favourably for me: This encou- 
rag’d me, and I told them Lhad nothing to fay to 
ftop the Sentence; but that I had much to fay, to 
befpéak the Mercy of the Court, that Lhap’d they 
would allow fomething in fuch a Cafe, for the Cir- © 
cumftances of it, that 1 had broken no Doors, had 
carried nothing off, that no Body had loft any | 
thing; that the Perfon whofe Goods they were, was 
pleas‘d to fay, he defir’d Mercy might be fhown, 
which indeed he very honeftly did, that at the worft 
it was the firft Offence, and that I had never been 
before any Court of Juftice before ; and in a Word, 
I. {poke with more Courage than I thought I cou’d 
have done, and in fuch a moving Tone,and tho” 
with Tears, that I cou’d fee it mov d others to Tears 
that heard me. © : 
| Tre 
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Tue Judges fat Grave and Mute, gave me an 
eafy Hearing, and time to fay all that I would, but 
faying neither Yes, or No toit, Pronounc’d the Sen- 
tence of Death upon me ; a Sentence to me like 
Death itfelf, which confounded me; Ihad no more 
Spirit left in me, I had no Tongue to fpeak, or 
Eyes to look up either to God or Man. 
My poor Governefs was utterly Difconfolate, 


and fhe that was my Comforter before, wanted 


Comfort now herfelf, and fometimes Mourning, 
fometimes Raging, wasas much out of herfelf as a- 
ny mad Woman in Bedlam: Nor was the only Dif- 
confolate as to me, but fhe was ftruck with Horror 
at the Senfe of her own wicked Life, and began to . 
look back upon it with a Tafte quite different from 

mine ; for fhe was Penitent to the higheft Degree. 

for her Sins, as well as Sorrowful for the Misfor- | 
tune; She fent for a Minifter too, a ferious pious 
good Man, and apply’d herfelf with fuch earneft- 
nefs by his affiftance to the Work of a fincere Re- 
pentance, that I believe, and fo did the Minifter 


- too, that fhe wasa true Penitent, and which is ftill 


more, fhe was not only fo for the Occafton, and at 
that Jundture, but fhe continu’d fo, asI was inform’d 
to.the Day of: her Death. , 
Ir is rather to be thought of, than exprefs’d 
what was now my Condition ; I had nothing before 
me but Death; and as I had no Friends to aifift me, 
I expected nothing but to find my Name in‘the’ 
Dead Warrant, which was to come for the Executi- 
on next Friday, of five more and myfelf. 
- Iw the mean time my poor (iftrefs'd Governefs 
fent me a Minifter, who at her requeft came to vi- 
fit me: He exhorted me {ferioufly to repent of all | 
my Sins, and todally no longer with my Soul; 
not flattering myfelf with hopes of Life, which he 
faid, he was inform’d there was no room to expeét, 
but unfeign’dly to look up to God with my whole 
7 Soul, 
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Soul, and to cry for Pardon in the Name of Jefis 
Chrift. He back’d his Difcourfes with proper Quo- 
tations of Scripture, encouraging the greateft Sinner 
to repent, and turn from their evil Way, and when 
he had done, he kneeled down and pray’d with me. 

It was now, that for the firft Time, I felt an 
real Signs of Repentance; I now began to look bac 
upon my paft Life with abhorrence, and having a 
kind of View intothe other Side of Time, the Things 
of Life, asI believe they do with every Body at fuch 
a Time, began to look with a different Afpe&, and 
quite another Shape, than they did before : The 
Views of felicity, the joy, the Grie!s of Life were 
quite other Things; and I had nothing in my 

houghts, but was-fo infinitely Supcriour to what I 
had known in Life, that 1t appear’d to be the greate ft 


ne to lay a Weight upon any thing tho’ the 


moft valuable in this World. | | 
Tue Word Eternity reprefented it felf with all 
is incomprehenfible Additions, and I had fuch ex- 
tended Notions of it, that I know not how toexprefs 
them: Among the reft, how abfurd did every plea- 


fant Thing look? Imean, that we had counted plea-. 


fant before, when I refle&ted that thefe fordid Tri- 


. fles were the things for which we forfeited eternal . 


Felicity. 


Wit thefe Refle@ionscame in of meer Courfe, . 


f{evere Reproaches for my wretched Behaviour in my 


paft Life, that I had forfeited all hope of Happi- 


~ nefs in the Eternity that I was juft going to enter 


into; and on the Contrary, was entitled toall that . 


was miferable, and all this with the frightful Ad- 


dition of its being alfo.. Eternal. . | ; 
Ul Am not capable of reading Lectures of Inftru- 
&ion to any Body, but I relate chis in the very man- 


ner in which things then appear d to ie,as far as Tam 


able; but infinitely fhort of the lively impreshons 
Which they made on my Soul at that time ; indeed 


thofe . 
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thofe Impreffions are not to be explain’d by words, 
or if they are, I arenot Miftrefs of Words to exprefs 
them ; It. muft be the Work of every fober Reader 
to make juft Reflections, as their own Circumftances 
may direct ; and, this is what every one at fome- 
time or other may feel fomething of; I meana 
clearer Sight into things to come, than they had 
here, anda dark view of their own Concern in them. 

Burl go back tomy own Cafe; the Minifter 
prefs’d me to tell him, as far as I thought conveni- 
ent, in what State I found myfelf as to the Sight I 


- had of things beyond Life ; he told me he did not 


come as Ordinary of the Place, whofe bufinefs it 
4s to extort Confeffions from Prifoners, for the far- 


_ ther deteting of other Offenders ; that his bufinefs 


was to move me to fuch freedom of Difcourfe as 
might ferve to disburthen my own Mind, and fur-. 


mith him to adminifter Comfort to me as far:as was in 


his Power ; affur’d me, that whatever I faid to him 
fhould remain with him, and be as much a Secret as 
if it wasknown only to God and myfelf ; and that 
he defir’d to know nothing of me, but to qualifie him 
to give proper Advice to me, and to. pray to God 
for me. | 

T 1s honeft friendly way of treating me, une . 
lock’d all the Sluces of my Paffions : He broke into 
my very Soul by it; and I unravell’d all the Wick- . 
ednefs of my Life to him: Ina word, I gave him an 
Abridgement of this whole Hiftory , I gave him the 
Picture of my ConduG for Jo Years in. Minatuie. 

IHrp nothing from him, and he in return exe . 


horted me to a fincere Repentance, explain’d to me 


what he meant by Repentance, and then drew out 
fuch a Scheme of infinite Mercy, proclaim’d trom 
Heaven to Sinners of the greateft Magnitude that 
he left me nothing to fay, that look’d like defpair . 
or doubting of being accepted, and in this Conditi- 
on he left me the firft Night. 
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He vifited me again the next Morning, and went _ 
on with his Method of explaining the Terms of Di- ” 
vine Mercy, which according to him confifted of 
nothing more Difficult, than that of being fincerely 

‘ defirous of it, and willing to accept it; only a fin- 
cere Regret for, and hatred of thofe things, which . 
render’d me fo juft gn Objet of divine Vengeance: 
Iam nat able to repeat the excellent Difcourfes of 
this extraordinary Man; all that I am able to do, is 
to fay, that he reviv’d my Heart, and brought me 
into fuch a Condition, that I never knew any thing 
of in my Life before: I was cover*d with Shame and 
Tears for things paft, and yet had at the fame time 

| afecret furprizing Joy at the Profpe& of being a 
true Penitent, and obtaining the Comfort of a Peni- 
tent, I mean the hope of being forgiven ; and fo 

- {wift did Thoughts circulate, and fo high did the 
impreflions they had made upon me run, thatI . 
thought I con’d freely have gone out that Minute to 
‘Execution, without any uneafinefsat all, cafting my 
Soul entirely into the Arms of infinite Mercy asa 
Penitent. cae. 7 : 

Tue good Gentleman was fo mov’d, with a view 
of the influence, which he faw thefe things had on 
‘me, that he bleffed God he had come to vifit me, 
and refolv’d not to leave me till the laft Moment. 

_ Ir was no lefs than 12 Days after our receiving 
Sentence, before any were order d for Execution, and 
then the Dead Warrant, as they call it, came down, 
and I found my Name was among them; a terrible 
blow this was to my new Refolutions, indeed my 
Heart funk within me, and I {woon’d away twice, 
one after another, but {poke not a word: The good 
Minifter was forely Afflicted for me, and did what 
he could'to comfort me with the fame Arguments, 
and the fame moving . Eloquence that he did before, 
and left me not that Evening fo long zs the Prifon- 
keepers would fuffer him to ftay in the Prifon, un- 
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- lefs he wou'd be lock’d up with me all Night, which 
he was not willing to be. ae 
I wonder’d much that I did not fee him all the 
next Day, it being but the Day before the time appoint- 


ed for Execution, and I was greatly difcourag’d, and ‘ 


deje&ted, and indeed almoft funk for want of that 
_ Comfort, which he had fo often, and with fuch Suc- 
cefs yielded me in his former Vifits; I waited with 
great impatience, and under the greateft oppreffi- 
ons of Spirits imaginable till about four a-Clock 3 
when he came to my Apartment, for I had obtain’d 
_ the Favour by the help of Money, nothing being to 
be done in that Place without it,not to be kept in the 
Condemn'd Hole, among the reft of the Prifoners, 


who were to die, but to havea little dirty Chamber - 


tomy felf. | | | 

M y Heart leap'd within me for Joy, when I heatd 

_» his Voice at the Door, even before 1 faw him ; but 
» let any one Judge what kind of Motion I found in 
my Soul, when after having made a fhort excufe 


for his not coming, he fhew’d me that his time had - 


been employ’d on my ‘Account; that he had obtain- 


éd a favourable Report from the Recorder in my - 


Cafe, and in fhort that he had brought me a Re- 
prieve. | 


H E us‘dall the Caution that he was able in let- . 


ting me .know what it would have been double 

--Cruelty to have conceal’ds. for as grief had over- 

fet me before, fo Joy overfet now, andI fell into a 

- more dangerous Swooning than at firft, and it was, 
not without Difficulty that I was recover'd at all. 

THE good Man having made a very GChriftian 


Exhortation to me, not to let the Joy of my Re-” 


prieve, put the Remembrance of my paft Sorrow out 
of myjMind, and told me, that he muft leave me, 
to go and enter the Reprieve in the Books, and fhow 
-3t to the Sheriffs, he ftood up juft before his going a- 

_ Way, and in avery earneft Manner pray ‘d to God, 
: Xo2 for 
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for me, that my Repentance might be made Un- 
feign’d and Sincere ; and that my coming back as 
it were into Life again, might not.be a return- 
ing to the Follies of Life, which I had made fuch 
folemn Refolutions to forfake ; I joyn’d heartily in 
that Petition, and muft needs fay, I had deeper 
Impreslions upon my Mind all that Night, of the 
Mercy of God in {paring my Life; and a greater 
Deteftation of my Sins,from a Senfe of that goodnefs 
than I had in all my Sorrow before. | 
_ Tuis may be thought inconfiftent in itfelf, and 
wide from the Bufinefs of this Book ; Particularly, 
I refle& that many of thofe who may be pleas’d and 
diverted with the Relation of the wicked part of 
my Story, may notrelifh this, which is really the 
beft part of my Life, the moft Advantageous to my 
felf, and the moft inftru€tive to others; fuch how- 
ever will I hope allow me liberty to make my Sto- 
ry compleat: It would be a fevere Satyr on fuch, 
to fay they donot relifh the Repentance as much 
as they do the Crime; and they had rather the 
Hiftory were a compleat Tragedy, as it was very 
likely to have been. | 

But Igo on with my Relation, the next Morning 


' there was a fad Scene indeed in the Prifon ; the firft 


thing I was faluted with in the Morning, was the 


' Tolling of the great Bell at St. Sepulchre’s, which | 


ufher'd in the Day : As foon as it began to Toll, a 
difmal greaning and crying was heard from the 
Condemn’d Hole, where there lay fix poor. Souls, 
who were to be Executed that Day, fome for one 
Crime, fome for another, and two for Murther. 
Tuts was follow’d by a conius’'d Clamour in the 


- Houfe, among the feveral Prifoners, exprefling 
- their aukward Sorrows for the -pcor Creatures that 
_ were to die, but ina manner extreamly differing 


cone from another, fome cried for them, fome 


’ Bratulhly huzza’d, and wiih’d them a gcod Jour- 


ney ; 


-) 
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ney ;fomedamn’d and curft thofe that had brought - 
them to it; many pitying them; and fome few, but 
but very few praying for them. | : 

‘THERE was hardly room for fo much Compofure 
of Mind, as was requir’d for me to blefs the merci- 
ful Providence that had asit were fnatch’d meout - 
of the Jaws of this Deftru@ion :, I remained as 
it were Dumb and Silent, overcome with the 
Senfe of it, and not able‘to exprefs what I had in 
my Heart; for the Paffions on fuch Occafions as 
thele, are certainly fo agitated as not to be able 
prefently to regulate their own Motions. 7 

- ALL the while the poor condemn’d Creatures 
were preparing for Death, and the Ordinary as 
they call bim; was bufy with them, difpofing them 
tofubmit ‘to their Sentence: I fay all this while I 
was feizd witha fit of trembling, as much as I 
cou'd have been, if I had been in the fame Condi- 
tion, as I was the Day before ,1 was fo violently agi- 
tated by this Surprifing Fit, that I fhook as if it had - 
been in an Ague ; fo thatI could not {peak or look, | 
but like one DiftraGed': As {von as they were all 
put into the Carts and gone, which however I had 
not Courage enough to fee, I fay, as foon as they 
Were gone, I fell into a fit of crying involuntari- 

y, asa meer Diftemper, and yet fo violent, and it 
held me fo long, that I knew not what Courfe to 
take, nor could I ftop, or put a Checque to it, no, 
not with all the Strength and Courage I had. 

THs fit of crying held me near two Hours, and 
as I believe held me till they were all out of the. 
World, and then a moft humble Penitent ferious 
kind of Joy fucceeded; a real-tranfport it was, or 
Paifion of Thankfulnefs, and in this I continu’d 
moft part of the Day. 

Iw the Evening the Good Minifter vifited me a- 
gain, and fell to his ufual good Difcourfes, heCon- 
gratulated my having Fs yet allow’d me a 
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Repentance, whereas the State of thofe fix poor Crea- 
tures was determin’d, and they were now paft the 
Offers of Salvation ; he prefs’d me to retain the fame. 
Sentiments of the things of Life, that I had when I 
had a View of Eternity ; and at the Enid of all; told: 
_ me that I fhould not conclude that all was over, 
‘that a Reprieve was not a Pardon, that he could not: 
anfwer for the Effects of it; however I had this 
Mercy, that Ihad more Time given me, and it was 
my Bufinefs to improve that Time. _ : fe 
- Turis Difcourfe left a kind of Sadnefs on my . 
Heart, as if I might expect the Affair would have. 
a tragical Iffue ftill, which however he had no Cer- 
tainty of, yet I didnot at that time queftion him a-’ 
bout it, he having faid he would do his utmoft to: 
bfing it to a good End, and that he hop’d*he might, : 
but he would not have me be Secure; and the Confe-' 
quence shew’d that he had Reafon for what ‘he faid.. : 

Ir was about a Fortnight after this, that I had: 
fome jnuft Apprhkenfions that I fhould be included in 
the Dead Warrant at the enfuing Seflions ; and it . 
was not without great Difficulty, and at laft an 
humble Petition for Tranfportation, that I avoided 
it, foill was I beholding to Fame, and fo prevail- 
ing was the Report of being an old offender, tho* 
ju that they did not do me ftridt Juftice, for I was 
not in the Senfe of the Law an old Offender, what 
ever I was inthe Eye of the Judge;: for I had never 
been before them in a judicial way before, fo the 
Judges could not charge me with being an old Offen- 
der, but the Recorder was pleas’d tu reprefent my 
-Cafeas he thought fit. : 
I Hav nowaCertainty of Life indeed, but witk 
the hard Conditions of being order’d for Tranfporta- — 
- tion, which was, I fay, a hard Condition in it felf. but: 
not when comparatively confider’d, and therefore 
I fhall make no Comments upon the Sentence, nor 
upon the Choice I was put too; we all fhall choofe 
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any thing rather than Death, efpecially when ‘tis 
attended with an uncomfortable Profpect beyond it, 
which was my Cafe. a | 

THe good Minifter, whofe Intereft, tho’ a Strau- 


_ger to .me, had obtain’d me the reprieve, mourn’d - 
fincerely for his part; he was in Hopes, be faid, 


that I fhould have ended‘my Days under the Influ- 
ence of good Inftraction, that I might not have for- 
got my former Diftreffes, and that I fhould not have 


, been turn’d loofe again among fiich a wretched Crew 


as are thusfent Abroad, where, be faid, I muft have 
more than ordinary fecret Affiftance from the Grace 
of God, if I did not turn as wicked again as ever. 
I Have not for a good while mention'd my Go- 
vernefs, who had been darigeroufly Sick, and being 
in as near a View of Death, by her Difeafe, as I 
was by my Sentence, was avery great Penitent; I 
fay, I have not mention’d her, nor indeed did I fee 
her in all this Time, but being now recovering, 
and juft able to come Abroad, fhe came to fee me. 
I ToLp her my Condition, and what a different 
flux and reflux of Fears, and Hopes I had been agi- 
tated with; I told her, what I hadefcap’d, and up- 
on what Terms; and fhe was prefent, when the Mi- 
nifter exprefs’d his Fears of my relapfing again in- 
to wickednefs upon my falling into the wretch’d- 
Company, that are generally tranfported: Indeed 


_ Thad a melancholly Reflection upon it in my own 


Mind, for I knew what a dreadful Gang was always . 
fent a way together, and faid to my Governefs, that — 
the good Minifter’s Fears were not without Caufe ; 
Well, well, ays fhe, but I hope you will not be temp- 


ted with fuch a horrid Example as that, and as foon . | 


as the Minifter was gone, fhe told me, fhe would 


-not have me Difcourag’d, for perhaps Ways and . 


Means might be found, to difpofe of me in a parti- 
cular Way, by my felf, of which fhe would talk 
farther with me afterward. - 
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I Loor’p earneftly at her, and thought fhe 
look’d more chearful than fhe ufually had done, and 
I entertain’d immediately athoufand Notions of be- 
ing deliver’d, but couldnot for my Life imagine the 
Methods, or think of one that was feizable ; but I 
was too much concern’d in it, to let her go from me 
without explaining herfelf, which.tho’ fhe was very 
- Joath to do, yet, as Iwas ftill preffing, fhe anfwer’d 
me in few Words, thus, Why, you bave Money, have 
you not? Did you ever know one in your Life that 
was tranf{ported, and had a hundred Pound in his 
Pocket, Pl] warrant ye Child, ays jhe. . 

I Unpverstoop her prefently, but told her I 
{aw no Room to hope for any thing, buta ftriét Ex- 
ecution of the Order, and as it was a Severity that 
was eftecem’d a Mercy, there was no Doubt but 
it would he ftrictly obferv’d; fhe faid no more 
but this, we will try what can be done, and fo we 
parted. a 

I Lay mthe Prifon near fifteen Wecks after this; 
what the Reafcn of it was, I know not, but at the 
End of this ‘Time I was put on Board of a Ship in 
the Thames, and with me a Gang of Thirteen, as 
harden’d vile Creatures as ever’ Newgate produc‘d in 
my Time; and it would really well take up a 
Hiftory longer than mine to defcribe the De- 
grecs of Impudence, and audacious Villany that 
thote Thirteen were arriv'd to, and the manner of 
their behaviour in the Voyage; of which I have a 
very diverting Account by me, which the Captain 
of the Svip, who carry'd them over gave me, and 
which he caus’d his Mate to Write down at large. 

Ir may perhaps be thought Trifiing to enter here . 
intoa Relation of all the Jittle Incidents which at- 
tended me in this Interval of my Circumftances; J 
mean, between the final Order tor my Tranfporta- 
tion, and the Time of going on Board the Ship, and 
J ani too near the End of my Story, to allow Room 
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for it, but a gee Lida. to me and my Lanca- 
fhire Husband, I muft not omit. 


Be had, as I have obferv’d already, been carry’d: 
from the Mafter’s Side of the ordimary Prifon into. 


the Prefs-Yard, with three of his Comrades, for 
they found another to add to them after fome Time , 
here, for what Reafon I knew not, they were kept 


without being brought to a Tryal almoft three 
Months, it feems they found Means to Bribe or Buy - 
off fome who were to come in againft them, and they’ 
wanted Evidence to conviét them: After fome puz- - 
zle on this Account, they made fhift to get Proof 


enough againft two of them,to carry them off; but 
the other two, of which my Lancashire Husband was 
one, lay ftill in Sufpence: They had I think one 
- pofitive Evidence againft each of them, but the Law 
obliging them to have two Witnefles,they could make 
nothing of it; yet they were refolv’d not to part 
with the Men neither, not doubting but Evidence 
would at laft comein; and-in Order to this, I think 
Publication was made, that fuch Prifoners were taken, 
and any one might come to the Prifon and fee them. 

I Toox thisOpportunity to fatisfy my Curiofity, 
pretending I had beenrobb’d in the Dunffable Coach, 
and that I would go to fee the two Highway-Men ; 
but when I came into the Prefs-Tard, I fo difguis’d 
my felf, and muffled my Face up fo, that he could 
" fee little of me, and knew nothing of who I was, but 
when I came back, [aid publickly that Iknew them 
very well. 


IMMEDIATELY it was all over the Prifon, that 


Moll Flanders would turn Evidence againft one of 
the Highway-Men, and that I was to come off by it 
from the Sentence of Tranfportation, 

Trey heard of it, and immediately my Husband 
- defir’d to fee this Mrs, Flanders that knew him fo 
well, and was to be an Evidence againft him, and 
accordingly, I had leave to goto him : I drefs’d 
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myfelf up as well as the beft Cloaths that I firffer’d 
myfelf ever to appear in there, would allow me, 
and went to the Prefs-Yard, but had a Hood over my 
Face; he faid little to me at firft, but ask’d me if 
I Knew him; I told him, yes, very well; but as I 
conceal’d my Face, fo ICounterfeited my Voice too, 
that he had no Guefs at who I was: He ask’d me 
where I had {cen him, I told him between Dun/ftable 
and Brickbill, but turning to the Keeper that ftood - 
by, I ask’dif I might not be admitted to talk with 
him alone, he ot yes, yes,.and fo very civily 
withdrew. «iw | _ 

As {cdnas he wasgone, and Ihad fhut the Door, 
I threw of my Hood, and burfting out into Tears, 
my Dear; {aid I, do you know me? He turn’d pale 
and ftood Speechlefs, like one Thunder ftruck, and 
not able to conquer.the Surprize, {aid no more but 
this, let me fit down ; and fitting down by the Table, 
leaning his Head on his Hand, fix'd his Eyes on the 
Ground as one ftupid: I cry’d fovehemently on the 
other Hand, that it wasa good while e’er I could 
Tpeak any more; but after I had given vent to my 
Paffion, I repeated the fame Words: My Dear, 
Do you not know-me¢ At which he anfwer’d, Yes, 
and faidno morea good while |  — - 
, AFTER fome time continuing in the furprize,._as 
above, he caft up his Eyes towards me and faid, How 
could you be fo Cruel? I did not readily underftand 
what he meant; and I anfwer'd, How can you call 
me Cruel? Yo come to me, fays he, in fuch a Place as 
this, %it not toinfult me, I have not robb'd you, at 
leaft not on the Highway ? : | 
I Perceiv’d by this, that he knew nothing of the 
miferable Ciccumftances I was in, and thought that 
having got Intelligence of his being there, I had come 
* toupbraid him with his leaving me; but I had too 
much to fay to him to be affronted, and told him in 
few. Words, tiat Iwas far from coming to infult 
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him, but at beft I came to Condole mutually ; that 
he would be eafily fatisfy’d, that I had no fuch 
View, when I fhould tell him that my Condition was 
worfe than bis, and that many ways: He look’da little 
concern’d at 'the. Expreflion of my Condition being 
worfe than his, but with a kind of a {mile, faid, How 
can that be? when you fee me Fetter’d, and in New- 
gate, and two of my Companions Executed alrea-. 
dy ; can you fay your Condition is worfe than Mine ? 
Come my Dear, fays I, we have a long peice of 
Work todo, if I fhould be to relate, or you to heat 
my unfortunate Hiftory; but if you will hear it, 
you will foon conclude with me that my Condition - 
16 worfe than yours: How 1s that poflible, /ays be, 
when I expect to be caft for my Life the very next 
Seffions? Yes fays I, tis very poilible when I fhall 
tell you that I have been caft for my Life thred 
- Seffions 4g6, and am now under Sentence of Death, 
is not my Cafe worfe than yours ? | 
Tuewn indeed he ftood filent again, like one 
ftruck Dumb, and after a little while he ftarts up, 
unhappy Couple! fays be, How can this be poffible? 
I took him by the Hand, come My Dear, fad J, 
fit down, and let us compare our Sorrows: I ama 
Prifoner in this very Houfe, and in a much worfe 
Circumftance than you, and you will be fatisfy’d I 
- do not come to Infult you, when I tell you the par- 
ticulars ; and with this we fat down together, and 
I told him fo much of my Story asI thought con- 
venient, bringing it at laft to my being reduc’d to 
great Poverty, and reprefenting myfelf as fallen 
into fome Company that led me to relieve my Di- 
firefles by a way that [had been utterly unacquainted 
with, and that they making an attempt ona Tradef- 
man's Houfe I was feiz’d upon, for having been 
but juft at the Door, the Maid-Servant pulling me 
in, that I neither had broke any Lock, or taken 
any thing away, and that notwithitanding, that I 
Was 
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was brought in Guilty, and Sentenc’d to Die; but: 


that the Judges having been made fenfible of the 
Hardfhip of my Circumftances, had obtain’d leave 
for me to he tranfported. | , 
_ I Totp himI far’d the worfe for being taken in 
the Prifon for one Moll Flanders, who was a famous 
fuccefs‘il T.11.£, that all of them had heard of, but 
none of them ‘iad ever feen, but that as be knew was 
none of my Name ; but I plac’d all to the account 
of my ill Fortune, and that under this Name I was 
dealt with as an old Offender, tho’ this was the firft 


thing they had ever known of me: Igave him a 


long Account of what had befallen me, fince I faw 


him; but told him I had feen him fince, he might. — 
think I had; then gave him an Account how I had. 
feen him at Brickhill ; how he was. purfued, and how: 
by giving an Account that I knew him, and that he 
was a very honcft Gentleman, the Her and Cry was, 
ftopp'd, and tie High Conftable went back again. . 


_ HE liften’d moft attentively to all my Story, and 
{inil’d at the particulars, being all of them infinite- 


ly below what *e had been at the Head of, but when 


1 came to the Story of little Brickbill, he was fur- 
priz’d, and was it you my Dear, faid he, that gave the 
Check to the Mob, at Brickhill: Yes faid [, it was I 
indeed, then I told him the particulars which I had 
obferv’d of him there. Why then faidhe, it was you 
that fav’d my Life at that time, and I am glad I owe 
my Life to you, for I will pay the Debt to you now, 


- and Pll deliver you from the prefent Condition you 


are in, or I will die in the attempt. 

I Top him by no means , it was-a Rifque too 
great, not worth his running the hazzard of, and fora 
Life not worth his faving; *twasno matter for that 
he faid, ic was a Life worth all the World to him 
a Life that had given hima new Life , for /ays be, I 
was never in real Danger, but that time; till the laft 
Minute when I was taken : Indeed his Danger — 
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lay in his believing he had not been purfu’d that 
way; for they had gone off from Hockley quite ano- 
‘ther way, and had come over the enclos’d Country 
into Brickbill, and were fure they had not been feen 
by any Body. 

Here he gave a long Hiftory of his Life, which 
indeed would make a very ftrange Hiftory, and be 
infinitely diverting : He told me that he took the 
Road about twelve Year before he marry’d me, 
that the Woman which call’d him Brother, was not 
‘any Kin to him; but one that belong’d to their 
Gang, and who keeping Corref{pondence with them, 
_ liv’'d always in Town, having great Acquaintance, 
that fhe gave thein perfect Intelligence of Perfons 
going out of Town, and that they had made feveral 

ood Booties by her Correfpondence; that fhe 
thought fhe had fix’d a Fortune for him, when fhe 
brought me to him, but happen’d to be Dilappointed, 
which he really could not blame her for: That, if 
I had had an Eftate, which fhe was inform’d I had, 
he had refolv’d to leave off the Road, and livea new 
Life, but never to appear in Publick till fome ge- 
neral Pardon had been pafs’d, or “till he could, for 
Money have got his Name into fome particular Pare 
' don, fothat he might have been perfectly eafy, ,but 
that as it had prov‘d otherwife he was oblig’d to 
take up the old Trade again. 

HE gave a long Account of fome of his Ad- 
ventures, and particularly one, where he robb’d 
the Weft Chefter Coaches, near Litchfield, when he 
‘got a very great Booty ; and after that, how 
he robb’d five Grafiers, in the Weft, going to Bur- 
ford Fair in Wiltfire to buy Sheep ; he told me . 
_ he got fo much Money on thofe two Occafions, that 
if he had known where to have found me, he would 
certainly have embrac’d my Propofalof going with 
-meto Virginia ; or to have fettled in a Plantation, 
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‘on fome other of the Englifs Coloniés in Amie rice, 


Ble told me he wrote three Letters to me, directed 
according to my Order, but heard nothing from me: 
This indeed I knew to be true, but the Letters com- 


ing to my Hand in the Time of my latter Husband, 


I could do nothing in it, and therefore gaveno An- 
{wer, that fo he might believe they had mifcarried. 
Bernc thus difappointed, he faid, he carry’d on 
the old Trade ever fince,. tho’ when he had gotten 
fo much Money, be faid, he did not run fuch defpe- 
rate Rifguesas he did before; then hegave me fome 
Account of feveral hard and defperate Encounters 
which he had with Gentlemen on the Road, who 


_parted too hardly with their Money; and fhew'dme 


fome wounds he had receiv’d, and he had one or 


two very terrible Wounds indeed, particularly . 


one by a Piftol Bullet which broke his Arm; and 
another with a Sword which run him guite thro’ the 


from the Place where it was done, pretending they 


‘were Gentlemen traveling towardsCazlifle, that they 


had been attack’d on the Road by Highway-Men, 
and that one of them had fhot him into the Arm. . 
Tus, be fatd, his Friend manag’ d fo well, that they 
were not fufpeded, but lay ftill ‘till he wascur’d : He 
gave me alfo fo many diftinct Accounts of his Adven- 


I Tew enquird into the Circumftances of his 


_ prefent Cafe, and what it was he expected when he 
_came to be try’d; he told me, that they had no Es 


vidence againft him ; for that of the three Rober. 


good Fortune, that he was but m one of them, and 
that 
f 


. Body, but that miffing his Vitalshe was cur’d again; - 
_one of his Comrades having kept with him fo 
faithfully, and fo friendly, as that he afifted him 
-in riding near 80 Miles before his Arm was Set, and 
then got a Surgeon ina confiderable City, remote 


tures, that itis with great Reluctance, that I declme . 
therelatingthem; but this ismy own Story,not his. 
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that there was but one Witnefs to be had to that Fac, 
which was not fufficient; but that 1t was expected 
fome others would come in, and thet he thought when - 
he firft fee me, I had been one that came of that Er- 
rand; but thatif no Body came in againft bim,-he 
hop’d he fhould be clear’d ; that he had fome intima; 
tion, that ifhe would fubmit to Tranfport himfelf, he 
might be admitted to it without a Tryal, but that - 
he could not think of it with any Temper, and 
thought he could much eafier fubmit to be Hang’d... 

I BLam’p him for that ; firft, becaufe if he was 
Tranfported, there might be an Hundred ways for 
him that was a Gentleman, and a bold enterprizing 
Man to find his way back again, and perhaps fome 
Ways and Means to come back before he went: He 
fmil’d at that Part, and faid he fhould like the laft 
the beft of the two, for he had a kind of Horror up- 
on his Mind at his being fent to the Plantations ag 
the Romans fent Slaves to Work in the Mines ;~that 
_ he thought the Paffage into another State, much 
more tolerable at the Gallows, and that this was 
the general Notion of all the Gentlemen, who were 
driven by the Exigence of their Fortunes to take 
the Road ; that at the Place of Execution there was 
at leaft an End of all the Miferies of the prefent 
State, and as for what was to follow, a Man was in 
his Opinion, as likely to Repent fincerely in the 
Jaft Fortnight of his Life under the Agonies of g 
* Goal, and the condemn’d Hole, as he would ever be 
in the Woods and. Wildernefles of America , that 
servitude and hard Labour were Things Gentlemen 
could never ftoop to, that it was but the way to 
force them to be their own Executioners, which was | 
much worfe, and that he could not have any Pati- ” 
ence avhen he did but think of it. | 
_ Tufed the utmoft of my endeavour. to perfuade 
him, and joyn’d that known Womans Rhetorick to 
At, I mean that of Tears: Itold him the Infamy of 
: a 
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a publick Execution, was certainly a greater pref- 
fure upon the Spirits of a Gentleman, than any Mor- 
tifications that he could meet with Abroad ; that he 
had at leaft in the other,a Chance for his Life, 
whereas here, he had none at all; that it was the 
eafieft thing in the World for him to manage the 
Captain of 'a Ship, who were generally fpeaking, 
Men of good Humour, and a {mall matter of Con- 
duct, efpecially, if there was any Money tobe had, 
would make way for him to buy himfelf off} when 
he came to Virginia. 


. He look’d wifhfully at me, andI guefs’d he 


meant, that he had no Money, but I was miftaken, 
his meaning was another way , you hinted jut now, 
my Dear faid he, that there might be a way of com- 
ing back before I went, by which I underftood you, 


\ 


that it might be poftble to buy it off bere, I bad ra-— 


ther give 200 1. to prevent going, than 100 |. to be fet 
at Liberty whenI came there, That is my Dear faid I, 
becaufe you do not know the Place fo well asIdo: That 
may be, faid he, and yet I believe as well as you know 
it, you would dothe fame unlefs it ts, becaufe as you told 
me, you bave a Mother there, | | 
I Totp him, as tomy Mother, fhe muft bedead 
many Years before ; and as for any other Relations 
that I might have there, I knew them not: That 


fince my Misfortunes had reduc’d me to the Condi- 


tion Thad been in for fome Years, I had not kept 
up any Correfpondence with them; and that he 
would eafily believe, I fhould find but a cold Re- 
ception from them, if I fhould be put to make my 
firft vifit in the Condition of a Tranfported Felon , 
that therefore if I went thither, I refolved not to 


feethem ; but that I had many Views in going there, 


which took off all the uneafy Part of it, and-if he 
found himfelf oblig’d to go alfo, I fhould eafily In- 
ftruct him how to manage himfelf, fo as never to go 
a Servant at all, efpecially ‘fince I found he “ a 
| zed by C efti- 
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deftitute of Money, which was the only Friend in 
fuch a Condition. , 7 
_ He fmil’d, and faid, he did not tell me he had 
Money ; I took him up fhort, and told him I hop’d 
he did not underftand by my fpeakirg, that I fhould 
expe any fupply from him if he had Money 3 
that on the other Hand, tho’ I had not a great deal, 
yet I did not want, and while I had any I would 
rather add to him, than weaken him,feeing what- 
ever he had, I knew in the Cafe of Tranfportation 
he would have Occafion of it all. 

HE exprefs’d himfelfin a moft tender marner upon 
that Head he told me what Money: he had was not 
a great deal, but that he would never hide any of . 
it from me if I wanted it; and aflur’d mehe did 
not {peak with any fuch Apprehenfions , that he 
was only intent upon what I had hinted to him; 
that here he knew what to do, but there he fhould 
be the moft helplefs Wretch alive. 

I Top him he frighted himfelf with that which 
had no Terror init; that if he had Money, asI | 
was glad to hear he had, he might not only a-— 
void the Servitude, fuppos'd to. be the Confequence 
of Tranfportation ; but begin the World upon fuch 
-amew Foundation, as he cou’d not fail ot Succefs 
in, but with the common Application nfual in {uch 

Cafes, that he could not but call to Mind, I had 
recommended it to him many Years’ before, and 
propos‘d it for reftoring our Fortunes in the Worlds 
— and J would teli him now, that to convirice him 
both of thecertainty of it, andof my being ful- 
ly acquainted with the Method, and alfo fully fa- 
tisfy’d in the probability of Succefs, he fhould 
firft fee me deliver myfelf from the Necefhity of 
going over at all, and then that I would go with 
| him freely, and off my.own Choice, and perhaps 
carry enough with me to fatisfy him, that I did 
not offer it, for want of being able to live with-— 
| | | ¥ Ls out 
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out Affiftance from him; but that I thought our 
mutual Misfortunes had been fuch, as were fuffi- 
cient to Reconcile us both to quitting this part of 
the World, and living where no Body could up-, 
braid us with what was paft, and without the A- 
-gonies of a condemn’d Hole to drive-us to it, where 
we fhould look back on all our paft Diffafters with 
infinite Satisfaction, when we fhould confider that 
our Enemies fhould entirely forget us, and that we 
fhould live ‘as new People in a new World, no 
Body having any thing to fay to us, or we to 
them. oe ee 4 | a 
I Press'd this Home to him with fo many Ar- 
guments, and anfwer’d all his own paffionate Ob- 
jeGtions fo effectually, that he embrac’d me, and 
told* me, I treated him with fuch a Sincerity, as 
overcame him; that he would take my Advice, and 
would ftrive to fubmit to ‘his Fate, in hope of ha- 
ving the Comfort of fo faithful a Counfellor, and - 
fuch a Companion in his Mifery , but {till he put me 
in mind of. what I had mention‘d before ; Namely, 
_ that there might be fome way to get off, before he 
went, and that it might be poffible to avoid going — 
at all, which he faid would be much better: I told © 
him he fhould fee, and be fully fatisfy’d that I 
would do my utmoft in that Part too, and if it did 
not fucceed, yet that I would make good the reft. 
WE ae after this long Conference, with fuch 
Teftimonies of Kindnefs and Affection as I thought. 
were Equal, if not Superior to that at our parting 
at Dunflable ; and now [ faw more plainly the Rea- 
~ fon why he then declin’d coming with me toward 
London , and why when we parted there, he told 
me it was not convenient for him tocometo Lon-. 
., don with me, as he would otherwife have done: I 
have obferv’d that the Account of his Life, wonld 
have mate a much more pleafing Hiftory, than this 
.of mine; and-indeed nothing init, wasmore ftrange - 
BF 4 | than 
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than this Part, (viz.) that he carried on that defpe- 
rate Trade full five and Twenty Year, and had 
never been taken, the Succefs he had met with, had 
been fo very uncommon, and fuch, that fometimes, 
he had liv’d handfomely and retir’d, in one Place 
fora Year or two at atime, keeping himfIf and 
a Man Servant to wait on him, and has often fat 
m the Coffee-Houfes, and: heard the very People 
who he had robb’d give Accounts of their being 
robb‘d, and of the Places and Circumftances, fo that 
he cou’d eafily remember that it was the fame. 

_ In this manner it feems he liv’d near Leverpool at 
the time, he unluckily married me for a Fortune: 
Had I been the Fortune he expected, I verily believe, 
he would have taken up and liv’d honeftly.. 

He had with the reft of his Misfortuncs the gcod 
luck not to be actually upon the {pot, when the Rob- 
bery was done, which they were committed for, and 
fo none of the Perfons robb’d coud {wear to him; 
but it feems as he was taken, withthe Gang, one 
hard-mouth’d Country Man {wore home to !.1m; and 
according tothe Publication they had made, they 
expected more Evidence againft him, and for that 
Reafon he was kept in hold. : 

HoweEver, the offer which was made co him 
of Tranf{portation, was made, as I underftcod up- 
on the interceffion of fome great Perfon who prefs d 
him hard to accept of it; and as he knew there ~ 

were feveral that might come in agai St ::im,'T 
_ thought his Friend was in the Right, andI lay at 
him Night and Day to delay: it no longer. 

At laft, with much difficulty he gave hisconfent, 
nd as he was not theretore admitted to Trav{por- 
tation in Court, and on his Petition as I was, fo he 
found himfelf under a difficulty to avoid embark- 
“ing himfelf as I had faid he mig't have done, his 
Friend having given Security for him that he fhould 

Tranfport himfelf, and not return within the Term. | 
mane _ ¥ of THIS 
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Tuts hardfhip broke all my Meafures, for the 
fteps I took afterwards for my own delieverance, 
were hereby renderd wholly meffedtual, unlefs I 
would abandon him, ‘and leave him to go to Ameri- 
ca by himfelf; than which he protefted he would 
much rather go dire€tly to the Gallows. 

I Must now returnto my own Cafe, the time of 
my being Tranfported was near at Hand , my Go- 
vernef§ who continu’d my faft Friend, had try’d to 
obtain a Pardon; but it could not be done unlefs 
with an Expence too heavy for my Purfe, confider- 
tng that to be left empty, unlefs I had refolv’d to 
return to my old Trade, had been worfe than Tranf- 
‘portation, becaufe there I could live, here I could 
not. The good Minifter ftood very hard on ano- 
ther Account to prevent my being Tranfported al- 
fo; but-he was anfwer'd, that my Life had been 
given me at his firft Solicitations, and therefore he 
ought to ask no more ; he was fenfibly griev’d at _ 
my going, becaufe, as be faid, he fear’d I fhould 
lofe the good impreflions, which a profpec of 
Death had at firft made on me,.and which were 

fince encreas’d by his Inftru@tions, and the pious 
Gentleman was exceedingly concern’d on that Ac- 
count. —— 

On the other Hand, I was not fo follicitous a- 
bout itnow, but I conceal’d my Reafons for it from 
the Minifter, and to the laft he did not know, but. 
that] went with the utmoft reluGtance and affliction. 

Iv wasin the Month of February that I was wiih 
thirteen other Convicts, deliver’d to a Merchant 
hatTraded to Virginia, on boarda Ship, riding, in. - 
Deptford Reach: ‘The Officer of the Prifon deliver’d 
us on board, and the Mafter of the Veffel gave a. 
‘Difcharge for us. oo - & a 
We were for that Night clapt under Hatches, and . 
“kept fo clofe, that I taoug:t Lhould have been fuf- 
“focated for want of Air, and the next Morning eh 
3 a Ship 
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Ship weigh’d,,and fell down the River to a Place 
call’d Bughy’s Hole, which was done, as they told us 
by the agreement of the Merchant, that all Oppor- 
tunity of Efcape fhould be taken from us: How- 
ever when the Ship came thither; and caft Anchor, 
‘we were permitted to come upon the Deck, but 
not upon the Quarter-Deck, that being kept par- 

ticularly for the Captain, and for Paffengers 

WHewn by the Noife of the Men over my Head, 
and the Motion of the Ship, I perceiv’d they were 
under Sail, I was at firft greatly furpriz’d, fearing 
.we thould go away, and that our Friends would not 
be admitted to (ee us; but I was eafy foon after, 
when I found they had come to an Anchor, and that 
we had Notice given by.fome of the Men, that the 
next Morning we fhould have the Liberty to come - 
upon Deck, .and to have our Friends come to fee us. 

Ati that Night I lay upon the hard Deck, as 
| the other Prifoners did, but we had afterwards lit- 

tle Cabins allow’d for fuch as had any Bedding to 
lay in them; and room to ftow any Box or Trunk 
for Cloaths, and Linnen if we had it, (which 
might well be put in) for fome of them had neither 
Shirt or Shift, Linnen or Woollen, but what was 
on their Backs, or one Farthing of Money to help 
themfelves; yet I did not find but they far’d well 
enough in the Ship, efpecially the Women, who 
got Monev of the Seamen for wafhing their 
Cloaths, &c. fufficient to purchafe any thing they 
wanted. — ae, 

Wuen thenext Morning wehad the Liberty to 
come upon Deck, I ask’d one of the Officers, whe- 
ther I might not be allow’d to fend a Letter on 
Shore to let my Friends know where we lay, and to 
get fome neceflary Tnings fent tome. ‘Tnis was 
the Boatfwain, a very civil courteous Man, who 
told me T fhould have any Liberty that I defir’d, 
that he could allow me with Safety , I told him I de- 
| , 3  * | fird 
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fir’d no other ; and he anfwer’d that the Ship's Boat 
would go up to London next Tide, and he would 
Order my Letter to be carry’d. 7 
ACCORDINGLY when the Boat went off, the 
- Boatfwain came and told me the Boat was going off, 
that he went in it himfelf, and if my Letter was 
ready,. he-would take Care of it; I ‘had prepar’d 
Pen, Ink, and Paper before-hand, and had gotten 
a Letter ready. directed to my Governefs, and en- 
cles'd another to my fellow Prifoner, which how- 
ever I did not let her know was my Husband, not - 
to the Jaft,; in that tomy Gove: nefs, Ilet her know 
where the Ship lay, and prefs'dher to fend me what _ 
Things fhe had got- ready for me, for my Voyage. 
Wuewn I gave the Boatfwain the Letter, I gave 
him a Shilling with it, wich I told him was for the 
Charge of a Porter, which I had entreated him to 
fend with the Letter, as foon as he came on Shore, 
that if poflible. I might have an Anfwer brought 
back.by the fame Hand, that mig>t know what 
was become of my Things, for, Six, fays I, if the 
Ship fhould go away before I have them, I am — 
undone. . De a 
I Took care when I gave him the Shilling, to let 
him fee I hada little better Furniture about me, 
than the ordinary Prifoners, that I hada Purfe, 
and in jt a pretty deal of Money, and I found that — 
the very Sight of it, immediately furnifh’d me 
with very different Treatment from what I fhould 
otherwife have met with; for tho’ he was Courte- 
ous indeed before, in a kind of natural Compatfion 
to ine, as a Woman in diftrefs,; yet he was mcre 
_ than ordinarily fo, afterwards, and procur’d me to 
be better treated in the Ship, than, J fay, I might 
_otherwife have been ; as fhall appear in its Place. 
He very honeftly deliver’d my Letter, to my 
Governefs own Hands, and brought mé back her 
_ Anfwer; and when he gaveit me, gave me the He 
Jing 
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ling again, there, fayshe, there’s your Shilling again 
too, for Ideliver'd the Letter my felf; Icould not 
tell what tofay, I was:fo furpriz’d at the thing; but 
after fome Paufe, I faid, Sif, you are too kind, it 
had been but reafonable that you had paid yourfelf 
Coach Hire then. 7 | 

No, no, fays be, I ana over paid: What is that 
Gentlewoman, is fhe your Sifter? . 

No, Sir, faid [, fhe is no Relation to me, but’ — 
fhe is a dear Friend, and all the Friends I have in 
the World: Well, /ays be, there are few fuch Friends: 
Why, fhe crys after you like a Child; Ay, fays Ia- 
gain, fhe would give a Hundred Pound, I believe, 
to deliver mé from this dreadful Condition. =” 

Wout tp fhe fo? fayshe, for half the Money, I” 
believe, I could put you in a way how to deliver 
your felf, but this he {poke foftly that no Body 
could hear. - 

Auas! Sir, faid J but then that muft be fuch a ~ 
Deliverance as if I fhould be taken again, would 
coft me my Life: Nay, faid be, if youn were once 
out of the Ship, yon muft look to your felf after- 
wards, that I can fay nothing to , fo we drop’d the 
Difcourfe for that Time. | oe 

Iw the mean time, my Governefs faithful to the 
Jaft Moment, convey’d my Letter to the Prifon to 
my Husband, and got an Anf{wer to it. and the 
next Day came down herfelf, bringing me in the 
firft Place, a Sea Bed, as they call it, and all its 
ordinary Furniture; ihe brought me alfo a Sea 
Cheff, that is, a Cheft, fuchas are made for Seamen 
with all the Conveniencies in it, and fill’d with eve- . 
ry thing almoft that I could want; and in one of 
the Corners of the Cheft, where there was a private 
Drawer, was my Bank of Money, that uw to fay, fo 
much of it as I had refolv’d to carry with me; for 

TT order’d part of my Stock to be left behind, to 
ba fent afterwards in fuch Goods as I-thould want 
| : | Y 4 wien | 
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when I came to fettle; for Money in that Country, 
is not of much Ufe where all things are bought for 
Tobacco, much more is it a great Lofs to carry it 
from Hence. “e ., | 
But my Cafe was particular, it was by no 
Means rroper for me to go without Money or Goods, 
and for a poor Convict that was to be fold as foon as 
I came on Shore, tu carry a Cargo of Goods would be 
to have Notice taken of it, and perhaps to have 
them feiz’'d; fo I took part of my Stock with me 
thus, and left the reft with my Governefs. 
My Governefs brought mea great many other 
things, but it was not proper for me to appear too 
Well, at lcaft, till I knew what kind of a Captain 
we fhould have: When fhe.came into the Ship, I 
thought fhe would have died indeed ; her Heart funk 
at the Sight of me, and at the Thoughts of parting 
with me in that Condition, and fhe cry’d fo intole- 
-rably, I could not for a long time Have any talk 
with her. | | | 
I Took that time to read my fellow Prifoner’s 
Letter, which greatly perplex’d me; he told me 
. it would be impoffible for him to be difcharg’d time 
enough for going in the fame Ship, and which wag 
more than all, he began to queftion whether they 
would give him leave to go in what Ship he pleas’d, 
tho’ he did voluntarily tranfport himfelf, but that 
- they would fee him put on Board fuch a Ship as they 
fhould dire&, and that he would becharg’d upon the 
. Captain as other convict Prifoners were; fo that he 
began to be in Difpair of feeing me ‘till he came 
- to Virginia, which made him almoft defperate; fee- 
ing that on the other Hand, if I fhould not be there, 
ifany Accident of the Sea or of Mortality fhould 
take me away, he fhould be the moft undone Crea- 
tureinthe World. _ ‘i, 
_ THIS was very perplexing, and I knew not what _ 
Courfe to take; I told my Guvernefs the Story of | 
are aes dade Pe 


the Boatfwain, and fhe was mighty eager with me 
to treat with him; but Ihad no mind to it, till 


I heard whether my Husband or fellow Prifoner, — 


fo foe cad him, cowd be at liberty to go with me 


‘or no; at laft I was forc’d to let her into the whole 


matter, except only, that of his being my Husband ; 
I told her that I had made a pofitive Agreement 
with him to go, if he could get the liberty of go- 


’ ing in the fame Ship, and I found he had Money. | 


THEN I told her what I propos’d to do when we 
came there, how we could Plant,. Settle; and in 
fhort, grow Rich without any more Adventures, 
and as a great Secret, I told her we were to Marry 
as foon as he came on Board. | | r 
. SHE foon agreed chearfully.to my going, when 
"fhe heard this, and fhe made it her bufinefs from 
that time to get him deliver’d in time, fo that he 
might go in the fame Ship with me, which at laft 
was brought to pafs, tho’ with great difficulty, 
and not without all the Forms of a Tranfported 
Convid, which he really was not, for he had not 
been try’d, and which was a great Mortification 
to him: As our Fate was now determin’d, and we 
were both on Board, actually bound to Virginia, in 
the defpicable Quality of Tranfported Conviéts, 
deftin’d to be fold for Slaves, I for five Year, and 
he under Bonds and Security not to return to Eng- 
Ignd any more, as long as he livd; he was very 


much dejected and caft down; the Mortification of ~ 


being brought on Board as he was, like a Prifoner, 
- pigu’d him very much, fince it was firft told him 
he fhould Tranfport himfelf, fo that he might go as 
a Gentleman at liberty , it is true he was not or- 
der'd to be fold when he came there, as we were, 
and for that Reafon he was oblig’d to pay for his 
Pafiage to the Captain, which we were not; as to 


the reft, he was as much at a lofs as a Child what to. 


go with himfelf, but by Directions. 
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However, I layin an uncertain Condition full 
three Weeks not knowing whether I fhould have my 
Husband wich meor no; and therefore notrefoly d 
how, or in what manner to receive the honeft Boat- 
{wain’s Propofal, which indeed he thought a little 
ftrange. | | 7 
At the End of this time, behold my Husband 
came on Board ; he look’d with a dejected angry 
Countenance, his great Heart was fwell’d with Rage 
and Difdain , to be drag’d aloug with three Keepers 
of Newgate, and put on. Beard like a Convid, 
when he had not fo much as been brought to a Try- 
al, he made loud complaints of it by his Friends, 
for it feems had fome Intereft ; but they got fome 
Checque in their Application, and were told he had 
had Favour enough, and that they had receiv d fuch 
an' Account of him fince the laft Grant of his 
Tranfpor tation, that he ought to think himfelf very 
well treated, that he was not profecuted anew: This 
anfwer quieted him, for he knew tco much what 
might have happen’d, and what he had room to ex- 
pect , and now he faw the goodnefs of that Advice. 
to him, which prevail’d with him to accept of the 
ofter of Tranf{portation, and after his chagrin at 
thefe Hell Hounds, as be call’d them, wes a little 
-over, he look’d more compos’d, began to be chear- 
‘ful, and as I was telling him how glad I was to have 
‘hint once mere out of their Hands, he took me in his 
Arms, and acknowledg’d with great Tendernefs, 
that. I had given him the beft Acvice poilible: Aly 
Dear, favs he, Thou baft twice fav'd my Life, from 
hence furward it fhall be employ'd for you, and I'll al- 
ways take tour Advice. | 
Our firft bufinefs was to compare our Stock : He 
was very honeft to me, and told me his Stock was 
pretty good when he came into the Prifon, but that 
living there as he did like a Gaitleman, and, wh ch 
was much more, the making of Friends; and folicir- 
‘ang his Cafe, had been. very Expenfive ; andin a 
| | Wer] 
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Word, all his Stock left was an Hundred and Eight 

Pounds, which he had about him in Gold. 

I Gave him an Account of my Stock as faith- 
fully, that is to fay what I had taken with me ; for 
I was refolv’d what ever fhould happen, to keep 
what I had left in Referve; that in Cafe I fhould 
die, what I had was enough to give him, and what 
was left in my Governefs Hands would be her own, 
which fhe had well deferv’d of me indeed. 

_. My Stock which I had with me was two Hundred 
forty fix Pounds, fome odd Shillings, fothat we had 
three Hundred fifty four Pound between us, but a 
worfe gotten Eftate was never put together; to begin 
the World with.’ 

- Ovr greateft Misfortune as to our Stock, was - 
that it was in Money, an unprofitable Cargoe to 
be carryed to the Plantations; I believe his was 
really all he had left in the World, as he told me 
it was; But I who had between feven and eight 
Hundred Pounds in Bank when this Diffafter befel 
me, and who had one of the faithfuleft Friends in 
the World to manage it forme, confidering fhe was 
a Woman of no Principles, had ftill Three Hundred 
Pounds left in her Hand, which I had referv’d, asa- 
bove; befides I had fome very valuable things with 
me, as particularly two gold Watches, fome frmall 
Peices of Plate, and fome Rings all ftolen Goods ; 
with this Fortune, and in the Sixty firft Year of 
my Age, I launch’d out into a new World, as I may 
call it, in the Condition only of a poor Conviét, 
order'd to be Tranfported in refpite from the Gal- 
lows; my Cloaths were poor and mean, but not 
raged or dirty, and none knew in the whole Ship 

_ that I had any thing of value about me. - 

HoweEveEr, as I hada great many very good 
Cloaths, and Linnen in‘abundance, wiich I had or- 
der’d to be pack’d up intwo great Boxes, I hadthem 
Shipp’d on Board, not as my Goods, but as confign’d 

to 


(332) 

to my real Name in Virginia; and had the Bills of 
Loading in my Pocket ;. and in thefe Boxes was my 
Plate and Watches, and every thing of value, ex- 
cept my Money, which I kept by itfelf in a private 
Drawer in my Cheft, and which cou’d not be found, 
or open’d if found without f{plitting the Cheft to 
peices. | 

THE Ship began now to fill, feveral Paffengers 
came on Board, who were embark’d on no Crimi- 
nal account, and thefe had Accommodations af- 
fign’d them in the great Cabbin, and other Parts of 
the Stip, whereas we as Convis were thruft down 
below, I know not where; but when my Husband 
came on Board, I {poke to the Boat{wain, who had 
fo early given me Hints of his Friendhhip ; I told 
him he had befriended me 1n many things, and I had 
not made any fuitable Return to him, and with that 
¥ put a Guinea into his Hand ; I told him that my 
‘Husband was now come on Board, that tho’ we were 
-under. the prefent Misfortunes, yet we had been 
Perfons of a differing Character from the wretch'd 
Crew that we came with, and defir’d to know whe- 
ther the Captain might not be mov'd, ‘to admit us 
to fome Conveniences in the Ship, for which we 
would make him what Satisfaction he pleas’d, and 
that we would gratifie him for his Pains in procuring 
this for us. He took the Guinea as I cou’d fee with 
ereat Satisfaction, and a flur'd me of his Affiftance. 

TueEw he told us, he did not doubt but that the 
Captain who was one of the beft humour’d Gentlemen 
ithe World, would beeafily brought to Accommo- 
date us, as well as we cou’d defire, and to make me 
ealie, told me he would go up the next Tide on 
purpofe to fpeak to him about it: The next Morn- 
ing happening to fleep a little longer than ordina- 
ry, when I got up, and began to look Abroad, I 
faw the Boatiwain among the Men in his ordinary 
Bufinefs ; I wasa little melancholly at feeing him 
| | * | there, 
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there, and going forwards to {peak to him, he faw 
me, and came towards me, but not giving him time to 
{peak firft, I faid {miling, Idoubt, Sir, you bave for- 
got us, for I fee hte are very bufy; he return’d 
prefently, come along with me, and you Shall fee, 
{o he took me into the great Cabbin, and there fata 
good fort of a Gentlemanly Man writing, and a~ 
great many Papers before him. ae 
‘Here, faysthe Boat{wain to him that wasa writ- 
ing, is the Gentlewoman that the Captain {poke to 
you of; and turning to me, be faid, I have been fo 
far from forgetting your Bufinefs, that I have been’ 
tap at the Captain’s Houfe, and have reprefented 
faithfully what you faid, of your being furnifh’d — 
with Conveniencies for your felf, and your Hus- 
band; and the Captain has fent this Gentleman, 
who is Mate of the Ship down, on purpofe to: show 
you every thing, and to Accommodate you to your 
Content,and bid me affure you,that you fhall not be 
treated like what you were expected to be, but with 
the fame Refpect as other Pafiengersare treated. 
Tue Mate then {poke to me, and not giving me 
time to thank the Boatfwain for his Kindnefs, con- 
firm’d what the Boat{wain had faid, and added, that 
it was the Captain’s Delight to fhew himfelf kind, 
and charitable, efpecially, to thofe that were under 
any Misfortunes, and with that he fhew’d me feve- 
ral Cabbins built up, fome in the great Cabbin, and 
fome partition’d off, out of the Steerage, but open- 
ing into the great Cabbin, on purpote for Pafien- 
gers, and gave me Leave to choofe where I would; 
I chofe a Cabbin in the Steerage, in which were ve- 
ry good Conveniencies to fet our Cheft, and Boxes, 
‘anda Table to eat on. - | 
Tur Mate then told me, that the Boat{fwain had 
given fo good a Character of me, andof my Hus- 
-band, that he had Orders to tell me, we fhould eat 
with him, if we thought fit, during the whole Voy- 
_ age 
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age on the common Terms of Paflengets; that we 


‘ea might lay in fomefrefh Provifions if we pld¢s’d; or 


i 


if not, he fhould lay in his ufual Store, and that we | 
fhould have Share with him: This was very revi-. 
ving News tome, after fu many Hardhhips, and 
_ Affidiions; I thank’d him, and told him, the Cap- 
tain fhould make his own Terms with us,. and ask’d 
him Leave to go and tell my Husband of it, who 
was not very well, and was not yetout of his Cab- 
bin: Accordingly I went, and my Husband whofe 
Spirits were ftill fo much funk with the Indignity 
(as he underftood it) offer’d him, that he was {carce 
yet himfelf, was,fo reviv’d with the Account E 
gave him of the Reception we were like to haye 
in the Ship, that he was quite another Man, and 
new Vigour and Courage appear’d in his very Coun- 
. tenance; fo true 1s it, that the greateft Spirits, 
when overwhelm’d by their Afflictions, are fubje& 
to the greateft DejeCtions, a 
AFTER fome little Paufe to recover himfelf, my 
Husband céme up with me, and gave. the Mate 
Thanks for the Kindnefs which he had exprefs’d to 
us, and fent fuitable Acknowledgments by him to 
the Captain, offering to Pay him by Advance, what- 
ever he demanded for our Paflage, and for the Con- 
veniencies he had help’d us to; the Mate told him 
that the Captain would be on Board in the After- 
noon, and that he would leave all that to him ; ac- 
cordingly in the Afternoon, the Captain came, and. 
we found him the fame courteous obliging Man, that 
the Boat{wain had reprefented him; and he was fo 
well pleas'd with my Husband’s Converfation, that 
an ihort, he would not let us keep the Cabbin we 
had chofen, but zave us one, that as I faid before, 
— open’d into the great Cabbin. 
_~ Nor where hisConditions exorbitant, or the Man 
‘craving and’ eager to make a Prey of us, but for 
fifteen Guineas we had our whole Paflage gt 
Vvifions 
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vifions, eat at the Captain’s Table, and were ve- 
ry handfomely Entertain‘d. | 

Tue Captain lay himfelf in the other part of the 
Great Cabbin, having let his round Houfe, as they 
call it, to arich Planter, who went over with his 
Wife, and three Children, who eat by themfelves ; 
he had fome other ordinary Paflengers, who Quar- 
terd in the Steerage; and as for our old Fra- 
ternity, they were kept under the Hatches, and 
came very little on the Deck. 

I CouLp not refrain acquainting my Governefs 


with what had happen’d, it was but juft that fhe, . 


who was really concern’d for me, fhould have part 
in my good Fortune; befidesI wanted her Affi- 
ftance to fupply me with feveral Neceflaries, which 
beforeI was fhy of letting any Body fee me have ; 
but now I had a Cabbin and room to fet things in, 
I order’d abundance of good things for our Comfort 
in the Voyage, as’ Brandy, Sugar, Lemons, @c. to 
make Punch, and Treat our Benefactor, the Cap- 
tain; and abundance of things for eating and drink- 
ing; alfo a larger Bed, and Bedding proportion’d 
to it, fo that ina Word, we refolv'd to want for 
nothing. | | | 

ALL this while I had provided nothing for our 


Affiftance, when we fhould come to the Place, and" 


begin to call ourfelves Planters; and I was far from 
being ignorant of what was needful on that Occafi- 
on; particularly all forts of Tools for the Plan- 
ters- Work, and for building, and all kinds of Houfe- 
Furniture, which if to be bought in the Country, 
muft neceflarily coft double the Price. | 
I difcours’d that Point with my Governefs, and 
fhe went and waited upon the Captain, and toldhim, 
that ihe hop’d ways might be found out, for her two 
unfortunate Coufins, as fhe call’d us, to obtain onr 
Freedom when we came into the Country, and fo 
enter'd into a Difcourfe with him about the Means 
* Digzea by and 
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and Terms alfo, of which I fhall fay-more in it¢ 
Place ; and after thus founding the Captain, fhelet — 
him know, tho’ we were unhappy in the Circum- 

ftance that occafion’d our going, yet that we were 

not unfurnish’dto fet ourfelves to Work in the Coun- 

try; and were refolv’d to fettle, and-live there as 

Planters: The Captain readily offer’d his Affiftance, 

told her the Method of entering upon fuch Bufinefs, 

and how eafy, nay, how certain it was for induftrious 

People to recover their Fortunes in fuch a manner : 

Madam, -fays be, *tis no Reproach to any Man in 

that Country to have been fent over in worfe Cir- 

cumftances than I perceive your Coufins are in, pro- 
_ vided they do but apply with good Judgment to the 

Bufiniefs of the Place when they come there, 

SHE then enquir’d of him what things it was 
Neceflary we fhould carry over with us, and he 
hike a knowing Man, told her thus : Madam, 
your Coufins firft muft procure fome Body to buy 
them as Servants, in Conformity to the Conditions 
of their Tranfportation, and then in the Name of: 
that Perfon, they may go about what they will, 
they may either Purchale fome Plantations already 
begun, or they may purchafe Land of the Government 
of the Country, and, begin where they pleafe, and 
: both will be done reafonatly ; fhe befpoke his Fa- 

‘vour in the firft Article, which he promis‘d to her 
to take upon himfelf, and indeed faithful perform’d 
it; and as to the reft, he promis'd to recoimmend us 
to fuch as fhould give us the beft Advice, and not to 
impofe upon us, which wasas much as could be defir’d. 

SHE then ask’d him, if it would not be Necefia- 
ry to furnifh us with a Stock of Touls and Ma- 
terials for the Bufinefs of Planting, and he faid, 
yes, by all means; then fhe begy’d jas Adiiftance in 
that, and told him fhe would furnifh us with every 
thing that was Convenient whatcver it coft her; he 

i: % - accoids 
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accordingly gave her a Lift of things Neceflary 
for a Planter, which by his Account came to 
about fourfcore, or an Hundred Pounds; and 
in fhert, fhe went about as dexteroufly to buy 
them, as if fhe had been an old Virginia Mer- 
chant; only that fhe bought by my Direction 
above twice as muchof every Thing, as he had 
given her a Lift of. . 

Tuese fhe put on Board in her own Namé, 
took his Bills of Loading for them, and endors’d 
thofe Bills of Loading to my Husband, Enfuring 
the Cargo afterwards in her own Name; fo that 
we were provided for all Events, and for all 
Difafters. | : ‘oe 

I Suoutp have told you that my Husband 
gave her all his own Stock of 1081. which as I 
have faid, he had about him in Gold, to lay out 
thus, and I gave her a good Sum befides; fo that 
I did not break into the Stock, which I had left 
in her Hands at all, but afcer all we had near 
2001. in Money, which was more than enough | 
for our purpofe. | | 

Ix this Condition very chearful, and indeed | 
joyful at being fo happily accommodated, we fet 
Sail from Bugby’s Hole to Gravefend, where the 
‘Ship lay about ten Days more, and where the 
Captain came on Board for good and all. Here 
the Captain cffer’d us a Civility, which indeed 
we had no Reafon to expect, Namely, to let us 


go on Shore, and refrefh our felves, upon giving’. © 


our Words, that we would not go from him, and 
that we would return peaceably on Board again: 
This was fuch an Evidence.of his Confidence in 
us, that it over come my Husband, who ina meet 
Principle of Gratitude, told him as he could not 
be in any Capacity to make a fuitable Return for 
fuch a Favour, fo he — not think of acceptirg 

it, 
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it, nor could he be eafy that the Captain fhou'd 
run fuch a Rifque: After fome mutual Civilities, 
I gave my Husband a Purfe, in which was 80 
Guineas, and he put it into the Captain’s Hand: 
There Captain, fays be, there’s part of a Pledge - 
for our Fidclity, if we deal difhoneftly with you - 
on any Account, "tis your own; and on this we 
went on Shore. i 

INDEED the Captain had Affurance enough of |’ 
our Refolutions to go, for that having madefuch yj. 
Provifion to Settle there, it did not feem Ratio- 
yal that we would chufe to remain here at the 
PeriLof Life, for fuch it muft have been: In 
a Word, we went all on Shore with the Captain, 
and Supp’d together in Gravefend, where we 
were very Merry, ftaid all Night, lay at the 
Houfe whe:e we Supp’d, and came ull very 
-honeftly on Board again with him in the Morn- 
ing. Here we bought ten Dozen of Bottles of 

ood Beer, fome Wine, fome Fowls, and fuch 

hings as we thought might be acceptable on — 
Board. | 

My Governefs was with us all this while, 
and.went round with us into the Downs, as did 
alfo the Captain’s Wife, with whom fhe went 
back; I was never fo forrowful at parting with 
“my own Mother as I was at parting -with her, 
and I never faw her more: We had a fair Eafter- 
ly Wind the third Day after we came tothe . 
Downs, and we {ail’d from thence the roth of A4- | 
pril ; nor did we touch any more at any Place, 
ull being driven on the Coaft of Ireland by a ve- 
ry hard Gale of Wind, the Ship came to an An- 
chor in a little Bay, near a River, whofe Name I 
remember not, but they faid the River came down 
from Limerick, and that it was the largeft River - 
in Ireland. | | 
HERE 
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Here being detaind by bad Weather for fome 
time, the Captain who continu’d the fame kind 
good humour’d Man as at firft, tock us two on 
Shore with him again: He did it new in kindnefs 
to my Husband indeed, who bore the Sea very ill, 
e{pecially when it blew fo hard: Here we bougit 
again, ftore of frefh Provifions, Beef, Pork, Mut- 
ton and Fowls, and the Captain ftay’d to Pickle 
up five or fix Barrels of Beef to lengthen out the 
Ships Store: We were here not above five Days; 
when the Weather turning mild, and a fair Wind, 
we, fet Sail again, and in two and Forty Days 

caine fafe to the Coaft of Virginia. - 
_ WHEN we drew near to the Shore, the Captain 
— eall’d me to him, and told me that he found by 
my Difcourfe, I had fome Relations in the Place, 
and that I had been there before, and fo he fup- 
pos’d I underftood the Cuftom, in their difpo- 
fing the convi& Prifoners when they arriv’d, I 
told him I did not, and that as to what Relations 
I had in the Place, he might be fureI would maké | 
myfelf known to none of them while in the Cir- 
cumftances ofa Prifoner, and that as to the re, 
we left ourfelves entirely to him to aflift us, as 
he was pleas’ to promife us he woud do. He 
told me I muft get fome Body in the Place to 
come and buy me asa Servant, andwhomuft an- | 
fwer for meto the Governor of the Country, if 
hé demanded me ; I told him we fhould do as he © 
fhould direct ; fo he brought a Planter to treat 
with him, as it were for the Purchafe of me for a 
Servant, my Husband not being order’d to be Sold, 
and there I was formally fold tohim, and went 
a Shore with him: The Captain went withus, and 
carried tis to a certain Houfe whether it was to be 
call’d a Tavern or not; E know not, but we hada 
Bow] of Punch there madeof Rum, &c. and were 
2 very 


| C 340) 


very Merry. After fome time t] e Planter gave us 
a Certificate of Difcharge, and an Acknowledge- 
ment of having ferv’dhim faithfully, and I was 
free from him the next Mcrning, to go whether 
IT would. 4 | 
For this Peice of Service the Captain demand- 
ed of me 4coo weight of Tobacco, which he faid 
he was Accountable for to his Freighter, and 
we bought for him, and made him a prefent of 
20 Guineas, befides ; which he was abundantly 
fatisfy’d with. | 
Ir isnot proper to Enter here into the particu- 
Jars of what Part of the Colony of Virginia we 
‘Settled in, for divers Reafons ; it may fuffice to 
mention that we went into the great River of 
Potomack, the Ship being bound thither ; and there 
we Intended to have Settled at firft, tho’ after- 
wards we altered our Minds. | 
Tue firft thing I did of Moment after having 
gotten all our Goods on Shore, and plac’d them 
in a Store-houfe, which with a Lodging we hir’d 
at the {mall Place or Village, where we Landed, 
I fay the firft thing wasto enquire after my Mo- 
ther, and after my Brother, (that fatal Perfon 
who I married asa Husband, as I have related at 
Jarge ;) a little enquiry furnifh’d me, with In- 
‘formation that Mrs. -, that is my Mother 
was Dead; that my Brother or (Husband) was a- 
Jive, and which was worfe, I found he was removd 
from the Plantation where I liw’d, and liv’d with 
one of his Sons in a Plantation juft by the Place 
were we Landed, and had hir’d a Warehoufe. 
I Was alittle furpriz’d at firft, but as I ven- 
tur’d, to fatisfy myfelf, that he could not know 
me, I was not only perfectly eafy, but had a great 
amind to fee him if it was pojtible, without his 
feemng me; m oyder to that I found out by enqui- 


ay 
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ry the Plantation where he liv’d, and with a Wo- 
man of the Place, wno I got to helpme, hke 


what we. call a Chairwoman, I rambl'd about to- | 


wards the Place, asif I had only a mind to fee the 
Country, and look about me ; at laft I came fo 
near that I faw the Dwelling-houfe: Iaskd the 
Woman whofe Plantation that was, jhe faid, it be- 
long’d to fuch a Man, and lcoking cut a little to 
our right Hands, there fays fhe, is the Gentle- 
nian that ownsthe Plantation, and his Father with 
him «. What are their Chriftian Names? faid I, I 
know not faid fie, what the old Gentleman’s Name 
is, but his Sons Name is Humpbry, and I believe, 
fays (he, the Fathers 1s fo too ; you may guefs, if 
you can, what a confus’d mixture of Joy and 
Fright poffeft my Thoughts upon this Occafion, 
- for limmediately knew that this was no Body elfe, 
but my gwn Son, by that Father the fhewed me, 
- wro was my own Brother : I had noMask, but I 
ruffled my Hoods fo about my Face, that I de- 
pended upon it, that after above 20 Years ab- 
fence, and withal not expecting any thing of me 
in that part of the World, he would not beable 
to know me; but Ineed not have us‘d all that 
Caution, for he was grown dim Sighted, by fore 
Diftemper, which had fallen upon his Eyes, and 


could but juft fee well enough to walk about, and 


not run againft a Tree, or into a Ditch: As they 
' drew near to us, I faid, does he know you Mrs. 
Owen? fo they call’d the Woman, yes, fhe faid, 
if he hears me {peak, he will know me ; but 
he can’t fee well enough to know me, or any Bo- 
dy elfe, and fo fhe told me Stery of his Sight, as 
I have related : This made me fecure, and fol 
threw open my Hoods again, and let taem pafs 


by me:. It was a wretch’d thing for a Mother thus 


‘to fee her'own Sor, a handfome comely young 
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Gentleman in flourifhing Circumftances, and 
durft not make herfelf known to him ; and durft 
not take any notice of him ; let any Mother of 
Children that reads this, confider it, and but think 
with what anguifh of Mind I reftrain’d myfelf ; 
what. yearnings of Soul I had in me to embrace 
him, and weepover him; and how I thought all - 
my Entrails turn’d within me, that my-.very 
Eowcls mov'd, and I knew not what to do; as I 
new know not how to exprefs thofe Agonies: 
When he went from me I ftood gazing and trem- . 
bling, and looking after him as long as Fcould 
fee him ; then fitting down on the Grafs, juft at 
a Place I had mark’d, I made as if I lay down 
ta reft me, but turn’d from her, and lying on 
my Facé wept, and kifs’d the Ground that he had 
{et his Foot on. / ; 

I Covu’p not conceal my Diforder fo much 
from the Woman, but that fhe perceiv’é it,’ and, 
thought I was not well, which I was oblig’d to pre- 
tend was trues upon which fhe prefs’d me to rife, 
the Ground being damp and dangerous, which I 
did, and walk’d away. 

As I was going back again, and ftill Talking 
of this Gentleman, and his Son, a new Occafion 
of melancholy offer’d itfelf thus: The Woman be- 
gan, as if fhe would tell mea Story to divert me; 
there goes, fays fhe, a very odd ‘Tale among the 
Neighbours where this Gentleman formerly liv’d :: 
What was that, fa7dI¢ why, fays fhe, that old 
Gentleman going to England, when he was a 
young Man, fell im Love with a young Lady 
there, one of the fineft Women that ever was feen 
here, and Married her, and brought her over hither 
to his Mother, who was then living: He liv’d here 
feveral Years with her, coutinu’d fhe, and had fe- 
. veral Children by her, -of which. the young 

a a a er i A -Gentle- 
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Gentleman that was with hjm now, was one; but 
after fome time, the old Gentlewoman his Mo- 
ther talking to her, of fomething relating to her- 
felf, and of her Circumftances in Exglard, which 
were bad enough; the Daughter-in- Law, began to 
be very much furpriz’d, and uneafy, and in thort, 
in examining further into things it appear’d 
paft all Contradiction, that fhe (the old Gentle- 
woman) was her own Mother, and that confequent- 
_ ly, that Son was her‘own Brother, which ftruck 
the Family with Horror, and put them into fuch 
Confufion, that it had almoft ruin’d them all, 
the young Woman would not live with him,. he 
for a time went Diftracted, and at laft, the young 
Woman went away for England, and has never 
been heard of fince. 

It iseafy to believe that I was ftrargely affe@ed 
with this Story ; but ’tis impoflible to defcribe 
the Nature of my Difturbance:I feem’d aftonifh’d 
at the Story, and ask’d her a Thoufand Quefti- 
ons about the particulars, which I found fhe was 
thoroughly acquainted with; at laft I began to 
enquire into the Circumftances of the Family, 
how the old Gentlewoman, | mean, my Mother di- 
ed, and how fhe left what fhe had ; for my Mo- 
ther had promis’'d me very folemnly, that when 
fhe died, ihe would do fomething for me, and leave 
it fo, as that, if I was Living, I fhould one way 
or other come at it, without its being in the 
Power of her Son, my Brother and Husband to pre- 
vent it: She told me fhe did not know exadly 
how it was order’d; but fhe had been told, that 
my Mother had left a Sum of Money, and had tyed 
her Plantation for the Payment of it, tobe made 
good to the Daughter, if ever fhe could be heard 
of, either in England, or elfewhere ; and that the 

| , Z4 | Truft 
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Truft was left with thisSon, who we faw with his 
Father. | ’ 
Tus was News too good for me to make light. 
of, and you may be fure fill’d my Heart witha 
Thoufand Thoughts, what Courfe I fhould take, 
and in what manner I fhould make myfelf known, 
or whether I fhould ever make myfelf known, | 
or no. a 

Here was a Perplexity that I had not indeed 
skill to manage myfelf in, nejther knew I what 
Courfe to take: It lay heavy upon my mind 
Night, and Day, I could neither Sleep or Con- 
_-verfe, fo that my Husband perceiv’d it, wonder'd 
what ail’d me and ftrove to divert me, but it 
was all tono purpofe ; he prefs’d me to tell him 
what it was troubled me, but I put it off, till at 
Jaft importuning me continually, I was forc'd to 
form a Story, which yet hada plain Truth to 
lay it upon too; I told him I was troubled be- 
—canfel found we muft fhift our Quarters, and al- 
ter our Scheme of Settling, for that I found I 
fheuld be known, if I ftay’d in that part of the 
Country ; for that my Mother being dead, feve- 
ralof my Relations were come into-that Part 
wiere we then was, and that I muft either difco- 
ver myfelftothem, which in our prefent Circum- | 
{tances was not proper on many Accounts, or re- 
mcve, and which todo I knew not, and that this 
it was that made me melancholly. | 
He joyn'd with mein this, that 1t was by no 
means proper for me to make myfelf known to a- 
ny Body in the Circumftances, in which we then 
were; and therefore he told me he would be wil- 
ling to remove to any other part of the Country, 
or even to any other Country if ¥ thought fit ; 
but now I had another Difficulty, which was, 
that if IT remov'd to another Colony, I put ae 
| elf 
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felf out of the way of ever making a due Search | 


after thofe Things which my Mother had left: 


Again, I could never fo much as think of break- — 
ing the Secret of my former Marriage to my 
new Husband ; it was not a Story, would bear 
telling, nor could I tell what might be the Con- 


fequences of it, it was impoflible too, without 


making it publick all over the Country, as well 
who I was, as what I now was alfo. - 

' THIS oe continu’d a great while, 
and made my Spoufe very uneafy; for he thought 


. I was-not open with him, and did not let him 
. into every Part of my Grievance; and he would 
"often fay, he wonder’d what he had done, that I 


would not truft him, whatever it was,’ efpecially 
if it was grievous-and afflicting; the Truth 1s, 
he ought to have been trufted with every Thing; — 
for no Man could deferve better of a Wife; but 
this was a thing I knew not how to opento hin, 


_ and yet having no Body to difclofe any Part of it — 
-to, the Burthen was too heavy for my Mind; for — 


let them fay what they pleafe of our Sex not be- 
ing able to keep a Secret; my Life is a plain 
Conviction to me of the Contrary ; but be it our 
Sex, or the Men’s Sex, a Secret.of Moment fhould 


always have a Confident, a bofom Friend, to 


whom we may communicate the Joy of it, or the 


' Grief of it, be it which it will, or it will be a 


double Weight upon the Spirits, and perhaps . 

become even infupportable in it felf;. and this 

I appeal to Human Teftimony for the Truth of; 
Anp this is the Caufe why many times Men, 

as well'as Wamen, and Men of the greateft, and 

beft Qualities other ways, yet have found them- 


felves weak in this Part, and have not been able 
to bear the Weight of a fecret Joy, or of a fecret 


sorrow. byt have been odlig’d to difclofe it, ¢- 
Se : ven 
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ven for the mere giving Vent to themfelves, and 
to unbend the Mind, oppreft with the Weights 
which attended it; nor was this any Token of 
Folly at all, but a natural Confequence of the 
Thing; and {uch People had they ftrugg]’d longer’ 
with the Oppreffion, would certainly have told it 
im their Sleep, and difclos’d the Secret, let it 
have been of what fatal Nature foever, without 
regard to the Perfon to whom it might be expos’d : 
This Neceflity of Nature, is a Thing which Works 
fometimes with fuch Vehemency, in the Minds 
of thofe who are guilty of any atrocious Vil- 
lany; fuch as a fecret Murther in particular, that 
they have been oblig’d to Difcover it, tho’ the 
Confequence has been their own Deftruction : 
Now, tho’ it may be true that the divine Jnftice 
ought to have the Glory of all thofe Difcoveries 
‘and Confeffions, yet tis as certain that Provi- 
dence which’ ordinarily Works by the Hands of 
Nature, makes Ufe here, of the fame natural 
Caufes to produce thofe extraordinry Effects, 

EI Coup give feveral remarkable Inftances 
of this in my long Coverfation with Crime, and 
with Criminals; I knew one Fellow, that while 
I was a Prifoner in Newgate, was one of thofe they 
ealled then Wight-fliers, I know not what Word they 
may have underftood it by fince; but he was one, 
who by Connivance was admitted to go Abroad 
every Evening, when he play’d his Pranks, and 
furnifh’d thofe honeft People they call Thief- 
Catchers with Bufinefs to find out the next Day, 
andreftore fora Reward, what they had ftolen the 
Evening before: This Fellow was as fure to tell 
in his Sleep all that he had done, and every Step 
he had taken, what he had ftolen, and where, . 
as fure, as if he had engag'd to tell it waking, 
aud therefore he was oblig’d after he had been out 

to 
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to lock himfelf up, or be locked up by fome of 
the Keepers that had him in Fee, that no Body — 
fhould hear him; but on the other Hand, if he 
had told all the Particulars, and given a full Ac- 
count of his Rambles and Succefs to any Com- 
rade, any Brother Thief, or to his Employers, as 
I may jujtly call them, then all was well, and he 
flept as quietly as other People. __ E 

As the publishing this Account of my Life, is 
for the fake of the juft Moral of every Part of 
it, and for Inftru@ion, Caution, Warning and 
Improvement to every Reader, fo this will not 
pais I hope for an unneceflary Digreflion, concern- 
ing fome People, being oblig’d to difclofe the 
greateft Secrets either of their own, or other Peo- 
ples Affairs. 

Unper the Opreffion of this Weight, I la- — 
bour’d in the Cafe I have been Naming ; and the 
only Relief I found for it, was to let my Hus- — 
band into fo much of it, as I thought would con- 
vince him of the Neceffity there was, for us to 
think of Settling in fome other Part of the World, 
and the next Confideration before us, was, which 
Part of the Engli/h Settlements we fhould go to? 
my Husband was a perfect Stranger to tae Coun- 
try, and had not yet fo much as a Geographical 


Knowledge of the Situation of the feveral Places; 


and I, that till I wrote this, did not know wiat ~ 
the Word Geographical fignify’d, had only a ge- 
neral Knowledge from long Converfation with | 
People that came from, or went tofeveral Places; 
but this I knew, that Maryland, Penfilvania, 
Eaft and Weft Ferfy, New Tork, and New-Eng- 
land, lay all North of Virginia, and that they 
were confequently all colder Climates, to which, 
for that very Reafon, I had an Averfion ; for that 
as I naturally lov’d warm Weather, fo nowI grew 
af | into 
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into Years; I hada ftronger Inclination to fhun _ 
acoldClimate; I therefore confider’d of going to — 
Carolina, which is ghe moft Southern Colony of 
the Englifh on the Continent; and hither I pro- 
pos’d to go, the rather, becaufe I might with eafe 
come from thence at any time, when it might be 
‘proper to enquire after my Mother’s Effects, and 
to demand them. 

Witn this Refolution, I propofed to my 
Husband our going away from where we was, and 
carrying our Effects with us to Carolina, where 
we refolv’d to Settle ; for my Husband readily a- 
greed to the firft Part (v?z.) that it was not at all 
proper to ftay where.we was, fince I had affur’d 
him we fhould bé¢ known there, and the reftI con- 
ceal’dfrom him/ | a 

But now] found a new Difficulty upon me: 
The main Affair grew heavy upon my Mind ftill, 
and Icould not think of going out of the Coun- | 
‘try, without fome bow or otber making Enquiry 
into the grand Affair of what my Mother had done 
for me ; nor could I with any Patience beat the 
Thought of going away, and not make my, felf 
known to my old Husband, (Brother) or to my 
Child, hisSon; only I would fain have had it 
done without my new Husband having any 
Knowledge of it, or they having any Knowledge 
of him. 

1 Cast about innumerable Ways in he 
| Thoughis how this might be done: I would glad- 
ly-have fent my Husband: away to Carolina, and 
have come after my felf; but this was impracti- 
cable, he would not ‘ftir withour me, being him- 
‘felf unacquainted with the Country, and with 
the Methods of fettling any where: Then I 
thought we would both go firft, andthat when 
-we were fettled I fhould «come back to Virginia , 
but 
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but even then I knew he would never part with 
me, and be left there alone; the Cafe was plain, 
he was bred a Gentleman, and was not only un- 
acquainted, but indolent, and when we did Set- 
tle, would much rather go into the Woods with 
his Gun, which they call there Hunting, and which 
is the ordinary Work of the Indians: I fay, he 
would much rather do that, than attend the na- . 
tural Bufinefs of the Plantation. | 
THESE were therefore Difficulties unfurmoun- — 
table, and fuch as I knew not what to do in, I 
had fuch ftrong Impreffions on my Mind about 
difcovering my felt tomy old Husband, that I 


‘could not withftand them, and the rather, be- 


caufe it run in my Thoughts, that if I did not, 
while he liv’d, I might in vain endeavour to — 
convince my Son afterward, that I was really the 
fame Perfon, and that I was his Mother, and fo 
might both lofe the Affiftance and Comfort of the 
Relation, and lofe whatever it was my Mother had 
left me; and yet on the other Hand, Icould never 
think it proper to difcover, the Circumftances I 
was in; as well relating to the having a Hus- — 


‘band with me, as to my being brought over as a 


Criminal , on both which Accounts it was abfo- 
lutely Neceflary to me to remove from the Place 
where I was, and come again to him, as from 


another Place and in another Figure. 


U pon thofe Confiderations, I went on with 
telling my Husband, the abfolute neceflity there 
was of our not Settling in Potomack River, that — 
we fhould prefently be made Publick there, 
whereas if we went to any other Place in the 
World, we could come in with as much Reputa- 
tion, asany Family that came to Plant: That as 


it was always agreeable to the Inhabitants to 


have Families. come among them to Plant, who 
[ + = brought 
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brought Subftance with them, fo we fhould be 
fure of agreeable Reception, and without any 
pofibility of a Difcovery of our Circumftances, © 

I ToLp him too, that asI had feveral Rela- 
tions in the Place where we was, and that I durft 
not now let my felf ‘be known to them, becaufe. 
they would foon come to know the Occafion of 
my coming over; which would be to re a my- 
felf tothe laft Degree; fo I had Reafon to believe 
that my Mother who died here had left me fome-- 
thing, and perhaps confiderable, which it might 
be very well worth my while to enquire after ; 
but that this too could not be done without expo- 
fing us publickly, unlefs we went from hence s 
and then, where ever we fettled; I might come 
as it were to vifit and to fee my Brother and Ne- 
phews, make my felf known, enquire after what | 
was my Due, be receiv'd with Refpect, and at 
the fame time have Juftice done me , whereas if I 
didit now, I could expect nothing but with Trou- 
ble, fuch as exatting it by Force, receiving it 
with Curfes and ReluGtance, and with all kinds of 
Affronts; which he would not perhaps bear to 
fee: That in Cafe of being oblig’d to legal Proofs’ 
of being really her Daughter, I might be at a 
Lofs, be oblig’d to have Recourfe to Exgland, 
and it may be to fail at laft, and fo lofe it: 
With thefe Arguments, and having thus ac- 
quainted my Husband with the whole Secret fo 
far as was needful to him, we refolv’d to go and 
feek a Settlement in fome other Colony, and at - 
firft Carolina was the Place pitch’d upon. 

Iw order to this we began to make enquiry 
for Veffels going to Carolina, and in a very little 
while got information, that on the other fide the 
Bay, astbey callit, namely, in Maryland there was 
a Ship, which came from Carolina, loaden with 

Rice, 
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Rice, and other Goods, and was going back again 
thither: On this News we hir’d a Sloop to take 
in our Goods, and taking as it were a final fare- 
wel of Potowmack River, we went with all out 
Cargo over to Maryland. 

T 418s wasa long and unpleafant Voyage, and 
my Spoufe faid it was worfe to him than all the 


‘Voyage from England, becaufe the Weather was 


bad, the Water rough, and the Veffel {mall and 
inconvenient ; in the next Place we were full a- 
hundred Miles up Potowmack River, in a part 
they call Weftmoreland County, andas that River 
is by far the greateft in Virginia, and I have heard 
fay, it is the greateft River in the World that falls 
into another River, andnot directly into the Sea, 
{fo we had bafe Weather in it, and were frequent- 


_ dy in great Danger, for tho’ they call it but a R1- 


ver, “tis frequently fo broad, that when we were: 
in the middle, we could not fee Land on either | 
Side for many Leagues together: Then we had the 
great Bay of Chefapeake to crofs, which is where 
the River Potowmack falls into it, near thirty Miles 
broad, fo that our Voyage was full two hundred 
Mile, in a poor forry Sloop, with all our Trea- 
fure, and if any Accident had happen’d to us, we 
might at laft have been very miferable , fuppofing 


we had loft our Goods and faved our Lives only, 
and had then been left naked and deftitute, and 


in a wild firange Place, not having one Friend or 
Acquaintance in all that part of the World? 
The very thoughts of it gives me fome horrcr, 

even fince the Danger is paft.- ° 
W ELL, we came to the Place in five Days fail- 
ing, I think they call it Philip’s Point, and behold 
when we came thither, the Ship bound to Caro-— 
lina, was loaded and gone away but three Days 
before, This was a Difappointment, but how- 
| ever, 
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ever, I that was to be difcourag’d with nothing, 
told my Husband, that fince we could not get P. va 
{age to Carolina, and that the Country we was in, 
was very fertile and good 5 we would fee if we 
could find out-any thing for our. Turn where we 
was, and that if he lik’d things we would Settle here. 
W £ immediately went on Shore, but found no 
Conveniences juft at that Place, either for our be- 
ing on Shore, or preferving our Goods on Shore, 
but was directed by a very honeft Quaker, who we 
found there to go toa Place, about fixty Miles 
Eaft; that isto ee nearer the Mouth of the Bay, 
where he faid he liv’d and where we fhould* be 
Accommodated, either to Plant, or to wait for 
any other Place to Plant in, that might ke more 
Covenient, and he invited us with fo much kind- 
nefs that we agreed to.go, and the Quaker himfelf 

went with us. - | 
HERE we bought us two Servants, (viz.)an Eng- 
— lifh Woman-Servant juft come on Shore from a 
Ship of Leverpool, and a Negro Man-Servant, 
things abfolutely neceflary for all People that pre- 
tended to Settle in that Country : This honeft 
Quaker was very helpful to us, and when we 
came to the Place that he propos’d, found us 
out a convenient Storehoufe, for our Goods, and 
Lodging for ourfelves, and Servants ; and about 
two Months, or thereabout afterwards ; by his 
Direction we took up a large peice of Land from 
the Government of that Country, in order to form 
our Plantation, and fo we laid the thoughts of go- 
ing to Carolina wholly afide, having been very well 
- seceiv'd here, and Accommodated with a conve- 
nient Lodging, till we could prepare things, and 
have Land enough cur’d, and Materials provided 
for building us a Houfe, all waich we manag’d by 
the Direction of the Quaker; fo that aor 
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Years time, we had near fifty Acres of Land 
clear’d, part of it enclos’d, and fome of it Plant- 
ed with Tobacco, tho’ not much; befides, we had 
Garden ground, and Corn fufficient to fupply 
our Servants with Roots, and Herbs, and Bread. 

A wp now I perfwaded my Husband to let me 
go over the Bay again, and enquire after my 
Friends ; he was the willinger to confent to it 


now, becaufe he had bufinefs upon his Hands fuffi- 


cient to employ him, befides his Gun to divert | 
him, which they call Hunting there, and which > 
he greatly delighted in ; and indeed we us‘d to 
look at one another, fometimes with a great deal 
of Pleafure, reflecting how much better that was, 
not than Newgate only, but than the moft profpe- 
rous of our Circumftances in the wicked. Trade 
we had been both carrying on. 

Our Affair was now ina very good pofture, 
we purchafed of the Proprietors of the Colony, as 
much Land for 35 Pound, paid in ready Money, 
as would make a fufficient Plantation to us as 
long as we could either of us live ; and as for 
Children I was paft any thing of that kind. 

Bur our good Fortune did not End here, I 
went, a I have faid, over the Bay, to the Flace, 
where my Brother, once a Husband liv’d ; but I 
did not go to the fame Village, where I was be- 
fore, but went up another great River, on the Eaft 


‘fide of the River Potowmack, call’d Rapabannock 


River, and by this means came on the back of his 
Plantation, which was large, and by the help of 
a Navigabie Creek, that run into the Rapabannock, 
i came very near it. 

I Was now fully refolv'd to go up Point- blank, 
to my Brother (Husband) and to tell hin whol 
was ; but not knowing what Temper I might find 
him in, or how much out of Temper rather, I 
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might make him by fuch a rafh vifit. I refoly’d 
to write a Letter to him firft to let him know 
who I was, and that I wascome not togive him any 
trouble upon the old Relation, which I hop’d was 
entirely forgot ; but that Iapply’d to him as a 
Sifter to a Brother, defiring ‘his Affiftance in the 
Cafe of that Provifion, which our Mother at her 
deceafe had left for my Support, and which I did 
not doubt but he would do me Juftice in, efpecially 
-confidering that I wascome thus far to look after it, 
ISaip fome very tender kind things in the 
Letter about his Son, which I told him he knew 
to be my own Child, and that as I was guilty of 
nothing in Marrying him any more than he was 
in Marrying me, neither of us having then known 
our being at all related to one another; fo I hop’d - 
he would allow me the moft Paffionate defire of © 
once feeing my own, and only Child, and of f{how- 
ing fomething of the Infirmities of a Mother in 
preferving a violent Affection for him, who had 
never been able to retain any thought of me. 
one way or other. | 
I Dip believe that having receiv’d this Let- 
ter, he would immediately give it to his Son to 
Read; his Eyes being I knew fo dim, that he 
cou’d not fee to read it; but it fel] out better than 
~ fo, for as his Sight was dim, fo he had allow’d his 
Son to open all Letters that came to ‘his Hand for 
him, and the old Gentleman being from Home, 
or out of the way when my Mefflenger came, my: 
Letter came directly te my Son’s Hand, and he 

open’d and read it. ~ 
He call’d the Meffenger in, after fome little 
ftay, and ask’d him where the Perfon was who 
- gave him that Letter ? the Meffenger told him the 
Place, which was about feven Miles off, fo he bid 
him ftay, and ordering a Horfe to be got it 
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and two Servants, away he came to me with the 
Meffenger: Let any one judge the Confternation 
I wasin, when my Meflenger came back and told 
me the old Gentleman was not at Home, but his 
Son was come along with him, and was juft coming 
up to me: I was perfectly confounded, for I knew 
not whether it was Peace or War, nor cou’d I tell. 
how to behave : However, I had but avery few 
Moments to think, for my Son was at the Heels of 


the Meflenger, and coming up into my Lodgings, 
ask’d the Fellow at the Door, fomething, I fup- 


pofe it was, for [did not bear it, which was the 
Gentlewoman that fent him? for the Meffénger 


faid, there fhe % Sir, at which he comes direét- 


ly up to me, kiffes me, took mein his Arms, 
embrac'd me with fo much Pafhon, that he could 


not fpeak, butI could feel his Breaft heave and 


throb like a Child that Cries, but Sobs, and can- 
not cry it out. | 

I Can neither exprefs or defcribe the Joy, that 
touch’d my very Soul, when I found, for zt was eafy 


-to difcover that Part, that he came not as a Stran- 


ger, but asa Son toa Mother, and indeed a Son, 
who had never before known what a Mother of 
his own was; in fort, we cryed over one another 
aconfiderable while, when at laft he broke out 
firft, My Dear Moruer, fayshe, are you fill 
alive! I never expeded to have feen your Face ; as 
for me, I cou’d fay nothing a great while. | 

AFTER we had both recover’d ourfelves alittle, 
and were able to talk, he told me how things ftood, 
he told me he had not fhewed my Letter to his 
Father, or told him any thing about it; that what 


. his Grand-mother left me, was in his Hands, and 


that he would do me Juftice to my full Satisfacti- 
on ; that as to his Father, he was old and infirm 
both in Body and Mind; that he was very Fret 
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ful, and Paffionate, almoft Blind, and gpable of 
“nothing ; and he queftion’d whether he would 
know how to a& inan Affair, which was of fo 
nice a Nature as this; and that therefore he had 
come himfelf, as well to fatisfy himfelf in feeing 
me, which he could not. reftrain himfelf from, as 
alfo to put it into my Power, to make a Judgement 
after I had feen how things were, whether I would 
difcover myfelf to his Father, or no. 

Tus wasreally fo prudently, and wifely ma- 
nag’d, that I found my Son was a Man of Senfe, 
‘and needed no Dire€tion from me; I told him, I 
did not wonder that his Father was as he had de- 

{crib’d him, for that his Head wasa little touch’d 
~ beforeI went away; and principally his Diftur- 
bance was, becaufe I could not be perfwaded to 
live with him as my Husband, after I knew that 
he was my Brother : That ashe knew better than 
I, what his Fathers prefent Condition was, I 
fhould readily joyn with him in fuch Meafures as 
he would direct : That I was indifferent, as to 
feeing his Father, fince I had feen him firft, and 
he coun’d not have told me better News, than to 
tell me that what his Grand-mother had left me, 
was entrufted in his Hands, whoI doubted not now 
he knew who I was, would as he faid, do me Ju- 
_ftice: I enquir'd then how long my Mother had 
~ been dead, and where fhe died, and told fo many 
particulars of the Family, that I left him noroom 
to doubt the Truth of my being really and truly 
~ his Mother. | 7 

My Son then enquir’d where I was, end how 
I had difpos’d myfelf, Itold hin I was on the 
Maryland fide of the Bay, at the Plavtation of a 
particular Friend, who came from Eagland in the 
fame Ship with me, that as for that fice of the 
_ Bay where he was, I had no Habitation , he told 
me I fhould go Home with him, and. live with 
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him, if I pleas‘d, as long asI liv’d: That as to 
his Father he knew no Body, and would never 
fo much as guefs at me; I confider’d of that a 
little, and told him, that tho’ it was really 
no little concern to me_ to live at a diftance 
from him; yet I could not fay it would be the 
moft comfortable thing in the World to me to 
live in the Houfe with him, and to have that 
unhappy Obje& always before me, which had been 
fiich a blow to my Peace before; that tho’ I fhould 


be glad to have his Company (my Son) or to- 


he as near him as poffible, yet I could not think 
of being in the Houfe where I fhould be alfo un- 
der conftant Reftraint, for fear of betraying my- 
felf in my Difcourfe, nor fhould I be able to re- 
frain fome Expreffions in my Converfing with 
him as my Son, that might difcover the whole 
Affair, which would by no means be Convenient. 
_ He acknowledged that I was right in all this, 


but then DEAR Mortner, fayshe, you fball be as . 


near meas you can, fo he took me with him on 
Horfeback to a Plantation, next to his own, and 
‘where I was as well entertain’d as I cou’d have 
been in his own; having left me there, he went 
away home, telling me he would talk of the 
main Bufinefs the next Day, and having firft cal- 
led me his Aunt, and given a Charge to the Peo- 
ple, who it feems were his Tenants, to treat ine 
with all poffible Refpect ; about two Hours after 
he was gone, he fent mea Maid-Servant, anda 
Negro Boy to wait on me, and Provifions ready 
drefs’d for my Supper ; and thus I was as if I 


had been in anew World, and began almoft to - 


wifh that [Thad not brought my Lancafhire Huf- 

band from England at all. | 
However, that wiih was not hearty neither, 
for I lovd my Lancajhire Husband entirely, as 
I had ever done from the beginning; and he me- 
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rited it as much as it was poflible for a Man to 

do, but that by the way. 
- Tue next Morning my Son came to vifit me 
again almoft as foon as I was up; aftera little 
Difcourfe, he firft of all pull’d out a Deer skin 
Bag, and gave it me, with five and fifty Spanih 
Pifioles in it, and told me that was to fupply 
my Expences from England, for tho’ it was not 
his Bufinefs to enquire, yet he ought to think I 
did not tring a great deal of Money out with 
me, it not being ufual to bring much Money in- 
to that Country: Then he pull’d out his Grand- 
_ mother’s Will, and read it over to me, whereby 
it appeard, that fhe left a Plantation, on Tork 
River, to me, with the Stock of Servants and 
Cattle upon it, and had given it in Truft to this 
Son of mine for my Ufe, when ever he fhould hear 
of me, and to my Heirs, if I hadany Children, and 
in default of Heirs, to whomfoever I thould by 
Will difpofe of it; but gave the Income of it, 
till I fhould be heard of, to my faid Son; and 
if I fhould not be living, then it was to’ him, 
and his Heirs, a. a 
- Tuts Plantation, tho’ remote from him, he 
faid he did not let out, but manag’d it by a head 
Clerk, as he did another that was his Fathers, that 
lay hard by it, and went over himfelf three or 
four times a Year to look after it ; I ask*d him 
_ what he thought the Plantation might be worth, be 
aid, if I would let it out, he would give me a- 
‘bout fixty Pounds a Year for it, but 1f I would 
Jive cn it, then it weuld be worth much more, 
and he believ’d would bring me in about 150l. a 
Year ; but feeing I was likely either to Setile on the 
other fide the Bay, or might perhaps have a mind 
togo back to England, if I would let him be my 
— Steward he weuld manage it for me, as he had 

| , | oo cone 


( 359 } 

done for himfelf, and that he believ’d he. fhould 
be able to fend me as much Tobacco from 
it, as would yield me about rocl. a Year, fome- 
times more. | | 
 Yu1s was all ftrange News to me, and 
Things I had not been us’d to; and really my 
Heart began to look up more ferioufly, than I 
think it ever did before, and to look with 
great Thankfulnefs to the Handof Providence, 
which had done. fuch Wonders for me, who had 
been my felf the greateft Wonder of Wickednefs, 
perhaps that had been fuffered to live in the 
World; and I. muft again obferve, that not on 
this Occafion only, bureven on all other Occa- 
fions of Thankfulnefs, my paft Wickednefs. and 
_ abominable Life never look’d fo Monftruous to 
me, and I never fo compleatly abhorr’d it, 
and reproaclrd my felf with it, as when I had 
a Senfe upon me of Providence doing good to 
me, while I had been making thofe vile Returns 
on my Part. : 

But I leave the Reader to improve thefe 
Thoughts, as no doubt. they will fee Caufe, and I 
go on to the Fac&.; my Sons tender Carriage, and 
kind Offers fetch’d Tears from me, almoft all 
the while he talk’d with me, indeedI could f{carce 
Difcourfe with him, but in the Intervals of my 
Patfion; however, atlengthI began, andexpref- 
fing my felf with wonder at my being fo happy 
to have the Truft of what I had left, put in- 
to the Hands of my ownChild; Itold him, that 
as to the Inheritance of it, I had no Child but 
him in the World, and wus now paft having any - 
if I fhould Marry, and therefore would defire 
him to get a Writing drawn, which I was ready 
to execute, by which I would after me give it 
_ wholly tuhim, and to his Heirs; and inthe mean 
Aa 4 = Time 


( 360 ) 

Time fmiling, I ask’d him, what made him con- 
tinue a Batchelor fo long ; his Anfwer was kind, 
and ready, that Virginia did not yield any great 
Plenty of Wives, and that fince I talk’d of going 
-back to England, 1 fhould fend him a Wife from 
London, | 

Turis was the Subftance of our firft DaysCon- 
verfation, the pleafanteft Day that ever paft over 
my Head in my Life, and which gave me the 
trueft Satisfaction: He came every Day after 
this, and fpent great part of his time with me, 
-and carried me about to feveral of his Friends 
Houfes, where I was entertain’d with great Re- 
{pect ; alfo Idined feveral Times at his own 
Houfe, when he took Care always to fee his half 
dead Father fo out of the Way, that I never faw 
him, or he me: I made him one Prefent, and it 
was all Thad of Value, and that was one of the 
Gold Watches, of which, I faid I had two in my 
Cheft, and this I happen’d to have with .me, 
and gave it him at his third Vifit : I told 
him, I had nothing of any Value to beftow 
but that, and I defir’d he would now and then 
kifs it for my fake , I did not indeed tell bim that 
I ftoleit from a Gentlewoman’s Side, at a Meet- 
ing Houfe in London, that’s by the way. | 
_ HE ftood a little while Hefitating, asif doubt- 
ful whether to take it or no; but I prefs’dit on 
him, and made him accept it, and it was not 
much lefs worth than his Leather Pouch full of 
Spanz/fh Gold; no, tho’ it were to be reckon’d, as © 
if at Loudon, whereas it was worth twice as much 
there, at length he took it, kifs'dit, told me the 
Watch fhould be a Dept upon him, that he would 
be paying, as long as I liv’d, | 
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A Few Days after, he brought the Writings 
of Gift, and the Scrivener with him, and I fign’d. 
them very freely, and deliver d them to him with 
a hundred Kiffes ; for fure nothing ever pafs’d be- 
tween a Mother, and a tender Dutiful Child, with. 
more Affection: ‘The next Day he brings me an 
Obligation under his Hand and Seal, whereby he 
engag’d himfelf to Manage the Plantation for 
my Account, and.to remit the Produce to my. 
Order where-ever I fhould be, and.withal, oblig’d 
himfelf to make up the Produce-a hundred Pound 
a Year to me: When he had done fo, he told me, 
that as I came to demand before the Crop was off; 
I had a Right to the Produce of the current Year, 
and fo he paid me a hundred Pound in Spanifo 
Pieces of Eight, and defir’'d me to give him a 
Receipt for it as in Full for that Year, ending 
at Chrifimas following; this being about the latter 
End of Augu/t, - oe : 

I Stayx'p here above five Weeks, and indeed 
had much a-do toget away then. Nay, he would 
have come over the Bay with me, but I would by — 
no means allow it; however he would fend me 
over ina Sloop of his own, which was built like 
a Yatch, and ferv’d him as well for Pleafure as 
Bufinefs: This I accepted of, and fo after the ut- 
moft Expreffions both of Duty, and Affection, 
he let me come away, and I arriv’d fafe in two 
Days at my Friends the Quakers, | 

I Brovcurt over with me for the Ufe of our 
Plantation, three Horfes with Harnefs, and Sad- 
dles; fome Hogs, two Cows, and a thoufand o- 
ther Things, the Gift of the Kindeft and ten- 
dereft Child that ever Woman had: I related 


to my Husband all the Particulars of this Voyage, 


except that I call’d my Son (my Confin;) and 
firft I told him, that Thad loft my Watch, which 
So | | he 
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he. feem’d to take as a Misfortune; but then I 
told him: how. kind my Coufin had been, that my 
Mother had left me fuch a Plantation, and that 
-hethad preferv’d it for me, in Hopes fome time or 
other he fhould hear from me; then I told him that 
Khad-left it to.his Management, that he would 
sender me a faithful Account of its Produce; 
and then fF. pull’d him out the hundred Pound in 
Silver, asthe firft- YearsProduce, andthen-pulling ~ 
out the Deer Skin Purfe,.with the Piftoles, and here 
my Dear, fays I, is the Gold: Watch: Says my Huf- 
band, fo is Heavens Goodne/s fure toW ork the fame Ef- 
feds, in all fenfille Minds, where. Mercies touch the 
_ Heart; lifted up both his Hands, and. with an Ex- 
_tafy of Joy,.What.isGodia doing! {ays he, far fuch 
an angrateful Dog as Iam? Then I let him know, 
what I had-brought over inthe Sloop, befides all 
this; I meanthe Horfes,, Hogs, and Cows, and 
other Stores for our Plantation ; all: which added 
to his Surprize, and fill’d his Heart with thank- 
falnefs:;. and from this time forward I believe he 
was.as: fincere' a Penetent,. and as thoroughly a . 
reformd Man, as ever God’s Goodnefs. brought 
back. from-a Profligate, a hhighway-Man, anda. 
Robber. I could fill.a larger Hiftory than this, 
with the-Evidences of this ‘bruth, -and but that I 
doubt that Part of the Story will not be equally 

diverting, as-the wicked Part. - - 
BuT this is tobe my-own Story, not my Huf- 
bands, I return therefore to my own Part; we 
went on with our own Plantation, and manag’d 
it with the Help and Direction of fich Friends as 
we got there, ad efpecially the honeft Quaker, 
who prov’d a faithful, generous, and fteady 
Friend tous; and we had very good Succefs, for 
having a flouriihing Stock to begin with, as 
T have faid, and this being cow encreasd, bed 
: : | the 


( 363 ) 
the Addition of a hundred and fifty Pound Ster- 
ling in Money, we enlarg’d our Number of Ser- 
vants, built us a very good Houfe, and curd 
every Year a great deal of Land. The fecond 
Year I wrote to my old Governefs, giving her 
part with us of the Joy of our Succefs, and 
order’d her how to lay out the Money I kad left 


with her, which was 250l. as above, and to 


fend it to us in Goods, which fhe perform’d, 
with her ufval Kindnefs and Fidelity, and all 
this arriv'd fafe to us. | : | 
Here we had a Supply of all Sorts of Cloaths, 
as well for my Husband as for my felf; and 
I took efpecial Care to buy for him all thofe 
Things that I knew he delighted to. have; as 
two good long Wigs, two Silver Hilted Swords, 
three or four fine Fuwling Pieces, a fine Sad- 
dle with Holfters and Piftoles very handfome, 
with a Scarlet Cloak; and in a Word, every 
thing I could think of to oblige him, and to 
make him appear, as he really was, a very 


_ fine Gentleman: I order'd’a good Quantity: 


of fuch Houfhold-Stuff, as we wanted, wit 
Linnen for us both, as for my felf, I want- 
ed very little of Cloths, or Linnen, being very 
well furnifh’d before: The reft of my Cargo 
confifted in TIron-Work, of all Sorts, Harnefs 
for Horfes, Tools, Cloaths for Servants, and 
Woollen-Cloth, Stuffs, Serges, Stockings, Shoes, 
Hats, and the like, fuch as Servants wear; 
and whole Pieces alfo, to make up for Ser- 
vants, all by Direction of the Quaker; and 
all this Cargo arrived fafe, and in good Con- 
dition, with three Women Servants, lufty Wen- 


ches, which my old Governefs had pick’d up 
. for me, fuitable enough to the Place, and to 


the Work we had for them to do, one of 
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which happen’d to come Double, having been 
got with Child by one of the Scamen in the 
Ship, as fhe own’d afterwards, before the 
Snip got fo far as Gravefend; fo fhe brought 
us a ftout Boy, about feven Months after her 
Landing. | | 
_My Husband you may fuppofe was a lit- 
tle furpriz’d at the arriving of this Cargo 
from Lxgland, and talking with me one Day, 
after he faw the Particulars; my Dear, jays 
be, what is the Meaning of all this? I fear 
you will run us too deep in Debt; When fhall 
we be able to make Returns for it all? I 
{mil’d, and told him that it was all paid 
for, and then I told him, that not knowing 
what might befal usin the Voyage, and confi- 
dering what our Circumftances imight expofe 
us to; I had not taken my whole Stock with 
me, that I had referv’d fo much in my Friend’s 
Hands, which now we were come over {fafe, 
and fettled in a-Way to Live, I had fent for 
as he mig't fee. ae 

He was amaz'd, and ftooda wile telling upon 
his Fingers, but faid nothing, at laft he began thus, 
Hold lets fee, fays be, telling upon bis Fingers fill , 
and firft on his Thumb, there’s 2461. in Money 
at firft, then two gold Watches, Diamond Rings, 
and Plate, fays be, wpon the fore Finger, then up- 
on the next Finger, here's a Plantation on Tork 
River, a tool. a Year, then 150 in Money, 
then a Sloop load of Horfes, Cows, Hogs and 
Sto:es, and fo on to the Thumb again , and now, 
fays be, a Cargo coft 2501. in England, and worth 
here twice the Money, well, fays I, What do you 
make of all that? make of it, fays be, why who 
fays T was deceiv’d, when I married a Wife in 
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Lancafhiré ¢ 1 think I have married a Fortune, 
and a very good Fortune too, fays be. | 
' Iw a Word, we were now in very confiderable 
Circumftances, and every Year encreafing ; for 
our new Plantation grew upon our Hands infen- 
fibly ; and in eight Year) which we lived upon it,-/~ 
we brought it to fuch 4 pitch, that the Produc 
was, at leaft, 30cl. Sterling a Year; I mean, 
worth fo muchin England. 

AFTER I had beén a Year at Home again, I 
went over the Bay to fee my Son, and to receive - 
another Year's Income of my Plantation ; and I 
was furpriz’d to hear, juft at my Landing there, 
that my old Husband was dead, and had not 

been bury’d above a Fortnight. This, I confefs, 

_ was not difagreeable News, becaufe now I could , 
appear as I was in a marry’d Condition ; fo Itold 
my Son before I came from him, that I believ’d I 
fhould marry a Gentleman who had a Plantation 
near mine ; and tho’ I was legally free to marry, 
as to any Obligation that was on me before, yet 
that I was fhyeof it, leaft the Blot fhouldfome | 
time or other be. reviv’d, and it might makea 
Husband uneafy ; my Son the fame kind dutiful 
and obliging Creature as ever, treated me now at 
his own Houfe, paid me my hundred Pound, and 
fent me Home again loaded with Prefents. 

SOME time after this, I let my Son knowI 
was marry d, and invited him over to fee us , and 

“my Husband wrote’a very obliging Letter to him 
alfo, inviting him to come and fee him; and he 
came accordingly fome. Months after, and hap- 
pend to be there juft when my Cargo from Eng. 
land came in, which I let him believe belong’d all 
to my Husband’s Eftate, and not to me. | 

I r muft be obferv’d, that when the old Wretch, 
my Brother (Husband) was dead, I then freely 
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gave my Husband an Account of all that Affair, 
and of this Coufin, as Icall’d him before, being 
my own Son by that miftaken Match: He was 
perfe@ly eafy in the Account, and told me he 
fhould cave been eafy if the old Man, as we 
call’d him, had been alive, for, faid he, it was 
. no Fault of yours, nor of his; it wasa Miftake 
impoffible to be prevented ; he only reproach’d 
him with defiring me to conceal it, and to live 
with him as a Wife, after I knew that he was my 
Brother, that, he faid, was a vile part: Thus ail 
thefe little Difficulties were made eafy, and we 
liv’d together with the greateft Kindnefs and 
Comfort imaginable, we are now grown Old, ‘I 
am come back to England, being almoft feventy 
‘Years of Age, my Husband fixty eight, having 
perform’d much more than the limitted Terms of 
my ‘Tranfportation: And now notwithftanding 
all the Fatigues, and all the Miferies we have both 
gone thro’, we are both in good Heartand Health, 
my Husband remain’d there fometime after me to 
fettle our Affairs, and at-firft I had intended to 
go .back.to him, but at his defire I alter’d that 
_ Refolution, and he is come over to England alfo, 
_ where we refolve to {pend the Remainder of our 
- Years in fincere Penitence, for the wicked Lives 
we have lived. 


~-Written.in the Year 1 633. 


FINI. 


wee 


My, 


